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FUnd raISEr WaS 
a ‘FUn-raISEr’
This year the wonderful Our Lady of Fatima Peakhurst 
parish community again demonstrated its continuing 
outreach commitment to those in need of our prayerful 
and financial support.

We have established a tradition of fund raising in late April 
and early May each year to assist those organisations 
that are focused on assistance to women in need, this is 
especially relevant as we celebrate on Mother’s Day the 
extraordinary women and mothers who are present in 
our lives and those who have gone before them. 

This year the Lending A Hand Team is very pleased to 
advise that we have raised $3,000 in support of  
Dr Catherine Hamlin and her Team at the Fistula Hospital 
in Ethiopia. The dedication of Catherine and her late 
husband Reg to those women who have suffered fistula 
injuries in Ethiopia is truly remarkable; her story is 
contained in a book by John Little entitled Catherine’s 
Gift. She is truly a living national treasure.

After the 9:15am Mass on Sunday 5 May the parish 
community gathered to buy cakes and other sweets, 
enjoy morning tea provided by the Welcoming Team 
and to be present at the raffle drawn by Fr John and 
to generally enjoy each others company in the brilliant 
sunshine on the day. A stall was also held the evening 
before, after the 5pm Mass.

As a community we have a deep sense of commitment 
to this event as witnessed by the wonderful social spirit 
which surrounds it, the very large number of cakes and 
other sweets donated for sale at both Masses by the 
many wonderful and talented bakers in the parish, and 
the eager buyers who bought every item on offer.

Not to forget the many children, and some ‘older’ kids 
(we won’t mention names) who participated in the ‘guess 
the number of lollies in the jar’. It was a lot of fun. 

Continued on next page...
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Pictured right:  
Neil Lucas 

with his 
grandson 

holding the  
first prize – a 

beautiful cake 
created by 
Leah Vaux. 

Below left: 
The  

De Marcellis 
girls celebrate  

their wins. 
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We also acknowledge the wonderful 
support of those who contributed to 
the excellent raffle prizes, fifteen in 
total. In particular Leah Vaux for the 
extraordinary cake (first prize),  
Noelene Hammond for the floral 
arrangement and to the Craft Group  
for the warm rug.

We were very fortunate to again have 
had the generous support of local 
businesses who provided Gift Vouchers 
for use as prizes: Katherine’s Boutique 
– Oatley, Qismet and Echoes Boutique 
– Oatley, Bernadette’s Skin Care and 
Beauty Centre – Penshurst, and Oatley 
Nails – Oatley. 

We will provide an update on what the funds are used for 
in due course.

Thank you all for your generosity – you truly give 
meaning to our mission to ‘lend a hand’.

John Horan for the Lending A Hand Team
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rObyn 
naPIEr - 
an aWard 
WInnIng 
mOThEr
Parishioner Robyn Napier 
was nominated by her five 
daughters recently for the 
Barnardos Mother of the  
Year Award.

At a lavish function at 
Parliament house attended by 
the four finalists, the Governor 
and Premier of NSW plus many 
other high profile celebrities, 
Robyn was acknowledged as 
runner-up.

Lisa Wilkinson from Channel 9 
hosted the function. Robyn’s 
daughter Kate presented her 
mother's inspirational story to 
the audience.

In her early years Robyn was 
the Australian Irish Dancing 
Senior Champion undefeated. 
Marriage followed, then 
came five daughters. Once 
the family was well settled, 
Robyn completed her Counselling studies at the Catholic 
University. Robyn has been working with Catholiccare for 
15 years, also in private practice as a relationship coach 
specialising in pre-marriage counselling.

Robyn’s efforts working with teenagers over many years, 
including a church youth group, were highlighted. Over 
several years she took in a number of teenagers who had  
been kicked out of homes and helped them to get back

on track. Robyn’s selfless attitudes in many areas were 
outlined in the presentation.

Robyn trained as a CARDs therapist (Centre for Autism 
and Related Disorders) to assist her grandson Tobias 
who has Autism. Many hours weekly went into his 
development and his progress has been amazing. Tobias 
often attends Mass with her and the family. Tobias was 
recently used in a national promotion supporting the 
Variety Club.

Paul Napier

Pictured above: Robyn Napier with daughter Kate at the 
award ceremony.  
Left: Grandson Tobias in the Variety Club promotion.

advertisers wanted
Support The Bark, support the parish.

Supply your own ad or we can do it for you.  
Advertising rates are very good value.

Contact Dominic Alati   domalati@hotmail.com   Ph 0402 131 072
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LIFE aScEndIng 
aUSTraLIa – 
PEakhUrST 
grOUP
In February, Life Ascending Australia 
welcomed a new group formed in our 
Parish. This lay movement for seniors 
and retired persons 55 years and 
over, is based on the concept that 
retirement years should be years of 
activity and challenge. It believes that 
as long as we live we should move 
forward and onward, to new horizons, 
new experiences, new growth of mind, 
heart and spirit. It carries within itself 
a message of hope for those who feel 
isolated, lonely, forgotten and whose 
talents and experiences in our Church and our society 
remain untapped.

At the core of Life Ascending is the essential element 
of spirituality: a call to prayer, reflection and sharing 
of faith. Spirituality is developed by reading scripture 
together, group prayer and personal prayer. “For where 
two or three are gathered in my name, I am there 
among them.”

The fruit of spirituality is service. Members of Life 
Ascending are encouraged to enter into their mission 
in the Church as seniors. They are witnesses to the 
teachings of Jesus as they live day-by-day, bringing 
their love and understanding to others as well as 
their prayerful support. They share their words of 
encouragement, laughter and joy with the people of God. 
God’s people are waiting for them, and have need of 
them. Service can take many forms whether it be  
in sharing, presence, teaching, companionship or  
simply prayer.

The final element is friendship. As seniors come together 
to share their dreams, their hopes, their concerns, their 
fears, their limitations, their humanness and their faith, 
they realise that they are not alone and that others are 
walking the same journey, in the same direction.

Life Ascending Australia is part of an international 
movement for seniors, ‘La Vie Montante’ which started in 
France more than 50 years ago. It has been recognised 
by the Pontifical Council for the Laity and enjoys 
support from Cardinal Pell. Groups are parish based. 
No commitments or promises are sought and no one is 
expected to do anything they are not comfortable with. 
Each group develops its own style and agenda.

Our parish group meets in the Parish House at 1.30pm 
on the second Tuesday of each month. Meetings last 
about an hour and a quarter and are followed by 
afternoon tea and a chat. For more information visit the 
website www.lifeascending.org.au or phone Ray Byers  
on 9570 3507.

Ray Byers 

Pictured above: Our Lady of Fatima, Peakhurst, Life 
Ascending group with Sister Pat Nicholls who brought 
Life Ascending to Australia.
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Members of the Sutherland Shire Choral Society Choir  
- Kerry Atkins, Peter Atkins, Pauline Amy, Frank Amy,  
Agnes Webb, John Dowd. 

SUThErLand ShIrE 
chOraL SOcIETy
In early May, six of our parishioners, Kerry Atkins, Peter 
Atkins, Pauline Amy, Frank Amy and John Dowd, were 
part of the 70-member Sutherland Shire Choral Society 
Choir that gave a concert in Our Lady of Fatima Catholic 
Church Caringbah one Sunday afternoon. 

This choir practises each Monday evening from 7.30pm 
to 9.30pm. Three pieces had been prepared from the 
beginning of the year: Faure’s ‘Cantique de Jean Racine’ 
in French, Bach’s Cantata no 140 ‘Sleepers Wake’ and 
Haydn’s ‘Mass in Time of War’. These three pieces  
were well received by the audience. Supporting the  
choir were four soloists  
and an 18-piece orchestra.

Pauline and Frank Amy have 
been part of this choir for 
14 years, Peter and Kerry 
Atkins eight years, Agnes 
Webb one year and John 
Dowd first time.

The choir performs three 
concerts a year. The next 
performance will be on 
August 17 at St Phil’s 
Anglican Church Caringbah. 
The program is called 
a ‘Right Royal Treat’ to 
celebrate the Queen’s 
Jubilee. It will be a program 
similar to that usually 

performed at the last night of the Proms 
Concert. All are welcome. 

This choir is highly regarded by the 
professional soloists who are engaged.

John Dowd

FrIEndShIP 
grOUP
Our happy little group enjoys coming together 
each fortnight to have a friendly chat over a 
cuppa and play a few board games or cards.

 Bingo is played every six weeks with small 
prizes for the winners. We have 24 guests 
and 9 willing helpers who provide transport 

where needed and also supply sandwiches and cakes for 
morning tea and lunch. 

We meet 9.30-10am and finish 1pm. New guests and 
helpers are always welcome. If you would like to join us 
as a helper or a guest please ring Helen on 9153 5074.

Helen Cozzi 

SamOan chOIr In  
FInE FOrm aT EaSTEr
The Samoan Choir was magnificent at the 9.15am Mass 
on Easter Sunday. Their many hours of practice is clearly 
evident by the passion with which they sing.

The choir is pictured below, with young organist Elizabeth 
and her uncle conductor Paul Manuele. 
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FarEWELL VIncE 

Recently, we bid farewell to a much-loved parish 
stalwart, Vince Lemon. 

Vince was widely known in the parish, especially as a 
member of the choir for over 20 years. 

He loved to sing, and in 2010, he featured on the front 
page of The Bark for receiving a Premier’s Award in 
recognition for his services organising choirs to sing in 
hospitals, nursing homes and RSL clubs.

In Vince’s true fashion, he always acknowledged the 
others in the choir who would support him and turn up to 
perform at concerts he had arranged.

Vince was always armed with a joke to tell, an opinion 
to share or a song to sing. He rarely missed a Parish 
General Meeting.

Vince lost a son in 2001 and his beloved and devoted 
wife, Avon, in 2005. 

He will long be remembered as a true character of the 
parish. We will miss him dearly.

Pictured above: Vince Lemon receiving the Premier's Award 
from Kevin Greene. 

LIOnS FamILy FUn day

The Lions Club of Lugarno held a Family Fun Day in the 
grounds of the church on Saturday 6 April. 

The Lions Club does a huge amount of charitable work in 
the community, and the Fun Day was an opportunity to 
raise funds.

It is expected to be an annual event. Club President, Bob 
Walker said he hopes it will grow just as the Spring Fair has 
grown over the years.

You can see more of the Lugarno Lions’ work at their 
Facebook page.

Pictured above: Club President Bob Walker getting into the 
spirit of the day with his face painted, with Tony Alifano and 
fellow Club Member Reg. Below: Stalls at the Fun Day.

rOSary bEadS
Just before Mother’s Day, the Piety Stall had a limited 
number of very special items for sale.

Fr Moses’ mother created some beautiful hand-made 
rosary beads, which she gave to the piety stall.

The lot were snapped up fairly quickly. Some mums 
received an extra special gift for Mother’s Day.
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bUndLES OF WarmTh  
In WInTEr WOOLLIES 
aPPEaL FOr yOTS
When the call went out that the Lending A Hand Team 
was seeking donations of warm winter clothing, the 
response was enormous.

The winter clothing would be donated to Fr Chris Riley’s 
Youth Off The Streets for sale in their Op Shops around 
the state. The sale of the goods would contribute 
towards the costs of running the services provided by 
YOTS for disadvantaged young people.

The recent tough economic times has left charities with 
very low levels of stock. “Giving quality goods is a great 
way to help the community. This is not only because you 
are helping to provide cheap and good quality goods 
to families that struggle to find the money to spend 
on these items, but the profits will also go towards the 
delivery of our services that have helped disadvantaged 
young people for more than 20 years”, Father Riley said.

Held over two weekends, 1 & 2 June and 8 & 9 June, the 
Winter Woollies appeal generated a response that was 
simply overwhelming.

Parishioners were greeted at the doors to the church 
with the curious sight of clothes strung from one wall to 
the other. This simple promotion was highly effective in 
reminding us to bring in our unwanted winter clothes.

Then, in came the donations. Jackets, jumpers, 
cardigans, scarves, hoodies, you name it, if it was warm 
winter clothing it was in the collection.

The Lending A Hand Team thanks everyone for the 
generous support. 

The Youth Off The Streets Op Shops are located in 
Sydney (Casula), Bowral, Wyoming and the Hunter/
Newcastle region (Cessnock, Singleton and Maitland).

Apart from raising funds for Youth Off The Streets, 
donating winter woollies will help in several other ways.

It means people can purchase budget winter clothing. It 
helps the environment by recycling used clothing. It also 
raises awareness of Youth Off The Streets and the plight 
of disadvantaged youth in our community.

Dominic Alati

Are you considering selling 
your property?

Do you need a  
property leased?

We can manage  
& sell property 

call your local agent 
Senior Sales Consultant Joe 
Elite Partners Real Estate 

Lugarno, Peakhurst, Oatley, Mortdale 
(M) 0403 488 487 

Email: joe@elitepartners.com.au

advertisers wanted
Support The Bark, support the parish.

Supply your own ad or we can do it for you.  
Advertising rates are very good value.

Contact Dominic Alati   domalati@hotmail.com   Ph 0402 131 072
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baby Jack 
FIghTS On
On Sunday morning 28 April we had 
a special visit from someone deep in 
all our hearts and prayers – baby Jack 
Ethan Atkins Walker.

Jack is the grandson of parishioners 
Peter and Kerry Atkins. He has been in 
and out of hospital for his entire life, 
but continues his brave fight thanks to 
the care of specialist attention and the 
warm love and devotion of his family. 

On this page are pictures of Jack and 
his visit after 9.15am Mass.

Below is a recent message from Jack’s 
mother, Anita Atkins, on his progress.

It has been a massive year. We nearly lost this man so 
many times. He was touch and go in ICU, but he fought 
to stay with us. He got a chest infection that sent him 
blue many times, but he fought on. We lost his femoral 
lines due to clotting and a blood infection. With the loss 
of those lines we lost most chances of a transplant. Still 

we all fought on with Ross and I focussing our energies 
on pulling Jack through. His doctors managed to get a 
final line in. We are left with the final fight to keep this 
line and Jack going long enough that either a miracle 
happens or some breakthrough happens. In the mean 
time we push him, love him, laugh with him and try to 
make life fun and as normal as possible. I am writing this 
post to say we will never stop fighting, just like Jack. Also 
to say that we are grateful for all the support everyone 
has shown us. 

You can follow Jack and his progress on the Facebook 
page of his family and friends. 
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dId yOU knOW
This has been a very sad time for our parish. Over the last 
two months we have lost three very stalwart parishioners.

Vince Lemon – Vince passed away on 2 May after a very 
short illness, which was a shock to everyone. He has been 
a member of our choir for a number of years and very 
outspoken in his views. Vince had not been the same since 
losing his beloved Avon a few years ago. (See article p6)

Norman Ellis – Norm 
has been another long-
standing member of 
our parish and before 
his illness he was 
active in the parish, 
mainly on Saturday 
evening Masses when 
he took the plate 
around and helped 
whenever he could. He 
was also active in the 
neighbouring bowling 
club. Norm fought off 
the dreaded cancer, 
but then developed 
emphysema, which 
eventually was the cause of his death.

Margaret Keogh – And lastly dear Margaret, who was a 
beautiful lady and was a member of the Catholic Women’s 
League, but was restricted because of her condition. 
However, she attended functions when she could and 
was very supportive. The hymn Gentle Woman applies to 
Margaret in every sense of the word.

To Vince’s family, please accept our deepest sympathy 
as Vince will be sadly missed; to Norman’s wife Shirley, 
his daughter Penny and sons Peter and Paul our deepest 
sympathy goes out to you. We must also look after Shirley, 
who is not very well. And dear Margaret, to her family, our 
deepest sympathy.

On a brighter note, there is a very lovely wedding coming 
up on Saturday, 6 July, when Kathryn Dunne, daughter of 
Annette and the late Paul Dunne, marries Martin Campbell 
from Lane Cove in our church at 1pm. To Katherine and 
Martin we wish you every happiness and joy in your future 
life together.

On Sunday 7 April, a huge number of children attended 
Sunday School. Most of the 39 children were making their 
First Holy Communion a few weeks later. Kate Lee, one of 
the Sunday School leaders, said, “I deserve more money!”

Inez Mullen

ST JUdE  
TEachEr aWard
The Lending A Hand Team recently received an email from 
James Tucker of the Sponsor Relations Team at the School 
of St Jude in Tanzania. The email was to tell us that the 
teacher we 
sponsor, Kashia 
Elisa, received 
an award during 
the school 
assembly for 
outstanding 
work, 
specifically “for 
being helpful 
and committed 
to various 
undertakings”.

Our parish 
sponsorship of 
this wonderful 
school, set up 
by Australian 
Gemma Sisia, 
continues.
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LITUrgy LInES
The Lenten Reconciliation Paraliturgy 
was held on 25 March and was very 
well attended.

Four children were welcomed as new 
Altar Servers at Mass on 24 March. 
Thank you to Jenni Payne for her 
commitment to the training of the 
Altar Servers over many years, this 
being her 24th year as ‘coach’ of the 
Altar Servers Team. Two of the new 
altar servers, Sienna Williams and 
Karina Dagao, are pictured right.

The sacred ceremonies of Palm 
Sunday, Holy Week and the Easter 
Triduum were very special. Thank you 
to those who contributed in so many ways to the success 
of the Easter Ceremonies. The ceremonies were all very 
well attended. Pictures from Palm Sunday and the Sacred 
Space of Holy Thursday are pictured.

The Anzac Day Mass was held on 25 April. The altar was 
decorated with the Australian flag and the Last Post was 
played. See picture below right.

The Ascension of the Lord was celebrated on 12 May.

Pentecost Sunday on 19 May marked the end of the 
Easter Season.  

First Holy Communion was also celebrated on the 
weekend of 18/19 May with 52 children being involved. 
The celebrations took place at three Masses – 5pm 

Saturday and 
9.15am and 
2pm Sunday 
– and were 
very special. 
The Taylor 
Boys provided 
the music at 
the 5pm Mass 
on Saturday 
evening, while 
the parish choir 
sang at both 
the 9.15am 
and the 2pm 
ceremonies. 
Pictures from 
the ceremonies 
are on the 
following page.

The Most Holy Trinity was celebrated on 26 May and the 
Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ on 2 June.

The Sundays in Ordinary Time commenced on 9 June 
and go through to 17 November.

Raymond Estigoy was recently installed as an acolyte. 
We congratulate Raymond on his new ministry and thank 
him for his willingness to serve our Parish in this role.

All ministers, please check your roster each week for the 
times you are on.  

David Payne for the Liturgy Committee
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FIrST hOLy 
cOmmUnIOn  
18/19 may
One of the highlights of the year is the First Holy 
Communion weekend. With the children dressed 
resplendently, the choirs performing magnificently, and 
Fr John communicating so eloquently, it’s a special time 
in our parish.

On this page are images from the three separate 
celebrations on 18 and 19 May.

WINCHESTER, LONNON & KLEIN  
- Chartered Accountants - 

Corporate And Personal Taxation Specialists 

Peter J Winchester ACA 
Also offering Investment, Retirement, Insurance, Superannuation,  

Mortgage Elimination and Leasing Services with 
Professional Investment Services P/L 

ABN 11074608558 FINANCIAL PLANNERS AFS Licence No 234951

Tom Ryan MAppFin BSc DipEd DipFinPlan CFP 
617-621 Forest Rd, Bexley NSW 2207. Ph: (02) 8567 6333 Fax: (02) 9587 1176
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SPrIng cLEanIng aT 
EbOny hOUSE

You may remember last year the Lending A Hand Team 
on behalf of you, the parishioners made a donation of 
some household appliances to Ebony House located  
near Waterfall.

The concept of Ebony house came about from Christine 
Simpson, after her own experiences, identified the need 
for some kind of recovery centre for people affected by 
the murder of a loved one. The purpose of the house 
is to give these people a place to go when they feel 
overwhelmed with everyday life.

For many people experiencing the trauma of the death 
of a loved one through homicide, there is sometimes a 
need to get away from everyday things, such as well-
meaning people who phone or drop in, the media and 
all the reminders of their loved one in their homes. It 
is for these reasons that Ebony house was created. 
Accommodation for the families is totally free of charge.

You may also remember reading in The Bark last year 
that policeman Bill Green felt the house was a little run 
down and looked a bit unloved. Bill organised a huge 
team to do a complete makeover of the building and 
gardens. The house and its grounds were transformed.

This is where we thought the parishioners of our parish 
could step in. We have the permission and support of the 
Homicide Victims Support Group to conduct an annual (or 
possibly bi-annual) maintenance day at the property.

Hence, coming up in the second half of the year we will 
be holding a working bee to ensure Ebony House stays in 
tip-top shape. We hope to wash windows, plant annuals, 
weed, mulch, clean the oven and much more. So, if 
spring cleaning is your thing… stay tuned for more details 
in upcoming bulletins. 

This is a great opportunity to Lend a Hand to our 
community and make a real difference to others lives.

Emma Williams on behalf of the Lending A Hand Team

bIShOPS’ PETITIOn
Having recently seen an interview with Bishop Robinson 
on TV, I felt it beneficial to highlight to those who may 
not have seen the interview or heard of this. I believe it 
is worthy of consideration and you may want to support.

On 4 June 2013 three Australian bishops, Geoffrey 
Robinson, Bill Morris and Pat Power officially launched 
a world-wide petition drive calling for an Ecumenical 
Council inclusive of the laity to put God’s house in order: 
We, the undersigned members of the Catholic Church, have 
been sickened by the continuing stories of sexual abuse 
within our Church, and we are appalled by the accounts 
of an unchristian response to those who have suffered. 
When so many people either offend or respond poorly, 
we cannot limit ourselves to blaming individuals, but must 
also look at systemic causes. The situation is so grave that 
we call for an Ecumenical Council to respond to the one 
question of doing everything possible to uproot such abuse 
from the Church and produce a better response to victims. 
An essential part of this call is that the laity of the whole 
world should have a major voice in the Council (for it is our 
children who have been abused or put at risk), and that the 
following subjects be included:  
1. The continuing influence of the idea of an angry God  
2. The immaturity that arises from passive obedience in 
adults  
3. The teaching of the Church on sexual morality  
4. The part played in abuse by celibacy, especially 
obligatory celibacy  
5. The lack of a strong feminine influence in every aspect 
of the Church  
6. The idea that through ordination the priest is taken 
above other people (clericalism)  
7. The lack of professionalism in the life of priests and 
religious  
8. The unhealthy situations in which many priests and 
religious are required to live  
9. The constant placing of right beliefs before right actions  
10. The passion for secrecy and the hiding of faults 
within the Church, especially in the Vatican  
11. The ways in which the protection of papal authority 
has been put before the eradication of sexual abuse  
12. The provision of structures to make a reality of the 
‘sense of faith’ (sensus fidei) of all Catholic people  
13. The need for each Conference of Bishops to have the 
authority to compel individual bishops to follow common 
decisions in this matter.

Further information on Bishop Robinson and this subject 
is available at www.change.org/en-AU or by searching 
‘Bishop Robinson’ on Google.

Tony Thorpe
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q&a WITh LynELLE
Lynelle Lembryk has been our wonderful parish secretary 
(and a lot more than that) for about 18 months now, and 
finally, on a rare quiet day, she has agreed to answer a 
few questions for The Bark. 

are you enjoying your time at Peakhurst? 
Absolutely – it took a little while for me to settle in and 
‘learn the ropes’ however I was blessed to have the 
support and patience of everyone, including Fr John,  
Fr Thu and now Fr Moses. Even after 12 months I find  
I am still learning.

What are Fr John and Fr moses like to work with? 
Wonderful – I really admire both of them. I’m grateful for 
their friendship, support and easy-going nature!

What motivated you to move from revesby  
to Peakhurst? 
It took a lot of reflection to decide to move from Revesby 
Parish. I had been there for 5 years and as Revesby is a 
very large parish, I had formed many close friendships 
with the school staff, Vietnamese community, YMCA 
(out of school care) and of course the parishioners. The 
decision to leave was never going to be easy, however 
the thing that stood out for me when I first came to OLF 
as a parishioner about 15 years ago was the welcoming 
atmosphere within the parish, and how from the first 
day I felt like I belonged here. It was this that was the 
main factor in my decision to come to Peakhurst. I would 
never say that I don’t miss my friends at Revesby as 
many of the parishioners there went out of their way to 
check that I was going okay, however I have enjoyed 
working with everyone here.

do you like working in a parish without a  
resident priest? 
It sometimes has its challenges, however the sense 
of pride and ownership that I witness each day within 
our community never ceases to amaze me. I think the 
few days before Easter reflected this beautifully when 
I walked into the church to see it alive with people 
busily carrying out their tasks ensuring that our Easter 
Ceremonies were both prayerful and meaningful. I truly 
believe that working within any parish community is not 
just a job, but a gift.

Tell us about your family. 
Dad passed away last year after a 5-year battle with 
Alzheimer’s. My mum is a beautiful woman who is the 
‘keeper of secrets’ in my family. Everyone seems to 
confide in her and we all treasure her advice. My parents 
are the biggest influence on my attitude to life. Dad 
always taught me never to treat anyone as a ‘lesser 
person’ and that everyone deserves your time. Mum has 

shown me the importance of dedication to family and no 
matter how tough it is, everything happens for a reason.

What can I say about my husband, Danny. He is the 
source of most of my frustration – however I couldn’t live 
without him!

Two children – Jessika and Danny. 

Jessika sat her HSC last year achieving a wonderful 
mark (she has forbidden me to broadcast it!). She has 
always been passionate about working with children 
and is studying to be a Primary School Teacher at ACU 
Strathfield. She is works at YMCA and also teaches junior 
grade ballet. She also volunteers at Taronga Zoo.

Danny is in year 11. He is a quiet achiever and is hoping 
to either join the army or study physiotherapy when he 
leaves school. Danny works at Hungry Jacks and also 
volunteers at Taronga Zoo.

What’s been the proudest moment in your life? 
I am really proud of both children and their 
achievements, the stand out moments would be when: 
Jessika (yr 12) was elected School Captain of Mount St 
Joseph Milperra (2012) and also when she received the 
Archbishop’s Award for Student Excellence; and Danny 
(yr 6) was elected School Captain of St Luke’s Revesby.

What’s your favourite TV show? 
The Voice or any other reality TV show that presents a 
person’s journey.

Where in the world would you most like to travel? 
I would like to travel to Poland and Germany and walk 
the path of my husband’s family during World War 
II. I have heard many stories first-hand from Danny’s 
grandmother about the atrocities that occurred during 
that time.
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SacramEnTaL 
PrOgram 2013
The next Sacrament in the program is Confirmation. 

Enrolment forms are available at the Piety Stall, 
Parish House or downloaded from the parish website 
ourladyoffatima.com.au

cOnFIrmaTIOn 
For children in Year 6 and above who have already 
received the Sacraments of Reconciliation and  
First Holy Communion. Enrolment forms available from 
Monday 10 June 2013. 
Parent and candidate Information night:  
Monday 29 July 7.30pm 
Welcoming masses: Saturday 10 August 5pm,  
Sunday 11 August 9.15am or Sunday 11 August 6pm 
Lesson 1: Monday 12 August 7.30pm 
Program mass: Saturday 17 August 5pm,  
Sunday 18 August 9.15am or Sunday 18 August 6pm 
Lesson 2: Monday 19 August 7.30pm 
Spirituality day: (held in Parish Hall)  
Sunday 25 August 2.30-7pm 
rehearsal night: Thursday 5 September 5.30pm 
cOnFIrmaTIOn: Sunday 8 September 2.30pm

FIrST rEcOncILIaTIOn 
Children in Year 2 and above. Enrolment forms available 
from Monday 2 September 2013. 
Parent Information night: Monday 14 October 7.30pm 
Welcoming masses: Saturday 19 October 5pm, Sunday 
20 October 9.15am or Sunday 20 October 6pm 
Lesson 1: Monday 28 October 7.30pm 
Lesson 2: Monday 4 November 7.30pm 
Liturgy of the Word: Monday 11 November 7.30pm 
IndIVIdUaL rEcOncILIaTIOn  
Saturday 16 November 3.15-4.30pm

ParISh hISTOrIcaL 
ITEmS WanTEd 
In a few years, our parish will celebrate its fiftieth 
anniversary. So now is a good time to start finding out 
what pearls of history are out there. 

If you have items, pictures or documents of historical 
significance to Our Lady of Fatima Peakhurst, please 
contact us.

You can contact Lynelle in the Parish House or email 
Dominic Alati at domalati@hotmail.com

arTIcLES FOr ThE bark 
Relevant contributions for The Bark are welcome. All 
articles should have a spiritual relevance to our church. 
Preference is for articles and pictures to be emailed to: 
domalati@hotmail.com Otherwise, leave at the Parish 
House with your name and contact details. Articles left 
anonymously will not be accepted. 

We prefer articles you have written yourself, and they 
will receive priority. Reprinting articles from other 
publications and the internet is a breach of copyright 
and cannot be used unless you have received approval. 
The exception is jokes which are generally not under 
copyright. Articles in The Bark are not to be used 
elsewhere without permission from the editor or author.

Articles should be no more than 300 words. Pictures 
help your article and make it more likely to be read. We 
encourage you to send articles and/or pictures of events 
directly related to our parish, or key events in the lives of 
our parishioners. Articles are published and edited at the 
editor’s discretion and no guarantee can be given that an 
article will appear. 

Opinions on church issues are welcome. Opinions 
expressed in articles are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of The Bark, Our Lady of Fatima, 
Peakhurst or the Catholic Church. 

Please support our advertisers without whose generous 
assistance The Bark would not be printed.

Looking to Buy?
Looking to Sell?
Looking to Rent?

Contact the team at LJ Hooker
LJ Hooker Mortdale 
11A Morts Rd, Mortdale 

P: (02) 9570 4488   F: (02) 9570 8080

LJ Hooker Riverwood 
164 Belmore Rd, Riverwood 

P: (02) 9533 1111   F: (02) 9533 9533

Visit www.ljhooker.com.au
advertise your business in The bark

It’s good value. Supply your own ad or we can do it for you.

Contact Dominic Alati   domalati@hotmail.com   Ph 0402 131 072
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FUnnIES
Three sons left home, went out on their own and 
prospered. Getting back together, they discussed the 
gifts they were able to give their elderly mother. The first 
said, “I built a big house for our mother.” 

The second said, “I sent her a Mercedes with a driver.” 

The third smiled and said, “You remember how mother 
enjoyed reading the Bible? And you know she can’t see 
very well any more. I sent her a remarkable parrot that 
recites the entire Bible. It took elders in the church 12 
years to teach him. He’s one of a kind. Mother just has to 
name the chapter and verse, and the parrot recites it.”

Soon thereafter, their mother sent out her letters of 
thanks: “Milton,” she wrote one son, “the house you built 
is so huge. I live in only one room, but I have to clean 
the whole house.”

“Gerald,” she wrote to another, “I am too old to travel 
any more. My eyesight isn’t what it used to be. I stay 
most of the time at home, so I rarely use the Mercedes. 
And the driver is so rude!”

“Dearest Donald,” she wrote to her third son, “you have 
the good sense to know what your mother likes. The 
chicken was delicious!”

What do you call a profound Monk? 
A deep friar.

What do you call the smartest Sister? 
Nun the wiser.

One Sunday, a teenage boy was in church and the 
collection plate was passed around, he pulled a dollar 
from his pocket and dropped it in.

A man behind him tapped him on the shoulder and 
handed him a $20 note. Secretly admiring the man’s 
generosity, the boy placed the $20 in the plate and 
passed it on. Then he felt another tap from behind and 
heard a whisper: “Son, that was your $20. It fell out of 
your pocket.”

A preacher buys a lawn mower from a neighbour of his, 
but he can’t get it to run. He goes to his neighbour and 
says, “Why can’t I get the lawn mower to work?”

The neighbour says, “Oh, to get it to work, you have to 
curse it.”

The priest says, “But, I haven’t cursed in over thirty 
years!”

The neighbor says, “Just keep trying to start it. It’ll all 
come back to you!”

“Dad, I want to ask you a question,” said little Josh after 
his first day of Sunday School.

“Of course,” said his Dad.

“The teacher was reading the Bible about the Children of 
Israel building the Temple, the Children of Israel crossing 
the Red Sea, the Children of Israel making the sacrifices. 
Didn’t the grown-ups do anything?”
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caThOLIc chUrch PEakhUrST 
ParISh OF OUr Lady OF FaTIma

825 FOrEST rOad PEakhUrST 2210 

Parish Priest: Fr John Crothers assistant: Fr Moses Kim 
Parish Secretary: Lynelle Lembryk – PH: 9533 2594 – Fax: 9533 5908
Email: olfpeakhurst@atu.com.au – Web: www.ourladyoffatima.com.au

 

LITUrgIES 
Saturday Vigil: 5pm Sunday: 9:15am and 6pm. Wednesday and Friday: 9:30am Mass followed by Rosary.

SacramEnTaL SchEdULE 
baptism: 10:30am 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Contact Parish House for details. 
marriage: Six months notice required. Contact Parish House for details. 
anointing: Any time day 9533 2594 or night 9580 1310. 
reconciliation: Saturday 4:30pm.
 

LEadErShIP TEam 
Ronny Martinovic (Chair), Fran Harvey, John Benfield, Frances Finch, Robert De Marcellis, Agnes Webb. 

ThE bark 
Dominic Alati 0402 131 072 domalati@hotmail.com
Thanks to the following people who help produce The Bark: The Production Team, John Vaux, Lynelle Lembryk,  
Fr John, Fr Moses, the Leadership Team, everyone who contributes articles, the advertisers and supporters.


