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Welcome to this special edition of The Bark.  It is 

with an overwhelming sense of gratitude and 

love that we recount the details of the miracle 

that occurred in Fatima, Portugal exactly 100 

years ago.   

 

How fitting that we should have had our first 

celebration of our Blessed Mother’s appearance 

to the three young children during the Mother’s 

Day weekend. 

 

If this is the first time you are hearing about this 

miracle, I urge you to do your own research and 

read about the events in their entirety. Reading 

about the details of the communication between 

our Lady and the three young children, their 

response to Her request, their stubborn 

dedication to our Lady despite all they had to 

bear because of it, and finally the miracle Our 

Blessed Mother performed during Her last 

apparition to the three little children in Fatima on 

October 13, 1917 will more than likely leave you 

wanting to delve deeper. For that, there is also a 

movie that documents the details of this event. 

   

On pages 4 and 5 Tony Mcdougal takes us 

through the details of the celebrations that took 

place at OLF on May 13.  This is the first of six 

celebrations our Liturgy Team has planned for 

our parish. Details of all upcoming celebrations 

are noted in our weekly bulletins. 

 So, what became of the three little Fatima 

children? Two of them, Francisco and Jacinta 

Marto, were declared saints of the Catholic 

Church by Pope Frances at Fatima, Portugal this 

May 13, 2017.  The third visionary Sister Lucia, 

lived until the age of 97. Documents relating to 

her beatification cause are currently being 

studied by the Catholic Church. 

 

As we revisit and explore the details of this 20th 

century miracle, we are reminded that the 

apparition of Our Lady is just as relevant today as 

it was 100 years ago.  

 

F.B. 
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Sister Lucia, Saint Francisco 

and Saint Jacinta (circa 1917) 
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20 Years of The Bark 

I first joined our parish in 2007, about ten years 

ago. During one of my earliest visits I came across 

a copy of the September/October issue of The 

Bark magazine. Dominic Alati had featured on the 

front cover, the story of our Blessed Lady’s appa-

rition in Fatima, Portugal along with an image of 

the three Fatima children.  

This was my first detailed introduction to the Fati-

ma miracle, and just as I have suggested to you 

on the opposite page, I personally set about to 

find out as much as I possibly could about this 

apparition. As a result, my devotion to our 

Blessed Virgin Mother deepened as has my desire 

to be closer to our Lord. 

I would like to thank Dominc Alati for doing such 

an amazing job publishing The Bark magazine 

over the past ten years, and for the role he 

played in my own spiritual journey. Going for-

ward, I will do my best to continue to publish sto-

ries from within and out of our parish that are 

relevant, informative and hopefully inspiring.  

For this, I will rely on the continued support of 

our regular contributors, who in addition to work-

ing tirelessly in various ministries of our parish, 

are also dedicated to contributing to the ongoing 

publication of The Bark by reporting on the nu-

merous endeavours and accomplishments of our 

parish and its members. Some of these individu-

als include Julia Goff, Tony Thorpe, David Payne, 

Jenni Payne, John Vaux, Emma Williams, Helen 

Cozzi and Deb Cummins. Also, in this issue we 

have additional article contributions from Tony 

McDougal and the beginning of regular content 

from Kathleen Kennedy on behalf of our Youth 

Ministry. 

The Bark has been in production for over 20 

years, surviving thanks to the commitment and 

contribution of dedicated parishioners and the 

generosity of our advertisers. Going forward, I 

would like to invite you all to submit your person-

al stories, testimonials or even photos of any spe-

cial, spiritual places you have visited anywhere in 

the world.  

Thank you again to all of our contributors. Your 

involvement and support is greatly appreciated. 

F.B. 
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Our Lady of Fatima Centenary Mass 

By Tony McDougal 

Saturday 13th May 2017 was quite a significant 
date as it was 100 years ago that Our Lady first 
appeared to three young children in the Fatima 
region of Portugal.  

To mark the occasion Pope Francis visited Fatima 
and celebrated mass in the presence of an esti-
mated half a million people just a few meters 
from the location where Our Lady appeared to 
the children on a total of six occasions. Signifi-
cantly Pope Francis used the occasion to proclaim 

Francisco and Jacinto Marto, the two youngest 
children, as saints. As our parish is named in Our 
Lady’s honour, it was only fitting that we also con-
ducted a special celebration to commemorate the 
centenary event. The Liturgy Committee was 

asked to take on the task of preparing our cele-
bration and decided to base the planning around 
the annual event that takes place in Fatima Sanc-
tuary. Typically this ceremony begins with the 
praying of the Rosary followed by a large proces-
sion with the statue of Our Lady carried on an ele-
vated float by numerous representative groups 
whilst the congregation joins in singing hymns. 
The statue is then placed in a central position in 
the square immediately in front of the Basilica of 
Our Lady of Fatima where an open air mass is 
concelebrated by many participating cardinals, 
bishops and priests.  

 

Our own ceremony at the 5pm mass commenced 
on the church lawn where the parish’s statue of 
Our Lady of Fatima was blessed by Fr Steve with 
holy water obtained from Fatima especially for 
the occasion. The procession that followed was 
lead by three of our children, Xavier DeMarcellis, 
Laura Ippolitto, and Emilia Paino, who represent-
ed both the three young Fatima children as well 
as the youth of our parish. The choir did a marvel-
ous job leading us in the singing of ‘O Purest of 
Creatures’ as the float containing Our Lady’s stat-
ue was carried forward by four of our parish rep-
resentatives Kathleen Kennedy, Bradley Ma-
quinad, Vicki McIntosh, and Paul Moreton.  
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The procession made a lovely sight as Our Lady’s 
statue was carried into the church and placed at 
the foot of the altar. Parish members then placed 
small candles around the statue creating a beauti-
ful sacred space that also featured a lovely floral 
and candle arrangement below the newly com-
missioned wall banner designed in the form of a 
stained glass window image of the Fatima appari-
tion. In the mass that followed the hymns and 
special prayer to Our Lady of Fatima together 

with Fr Steve’s homily, which so eloquently high-
lighted the message of Fatima and the significant 
role that the three young children played in the 
unfolding events, all helped to create a most 
memorable Eucharistic celebration.  

At the conclusion to mass the congregation joined 
in praying the Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary 
lead by Tony King, a member of the parish Rosary 
Group. It was a tribute to the occasion that so 
many people remained behind to participate in 
the prayers. 

Gratitude is expressed to all who contributed to 
make this liturgy such a special celebration, as 
well as those who helped out with each of the 
other masses. Particular thanks is given to all on 
the Liturgy Committee for the many hours spent 
in planning and organising for this event, and also 
Charles Centorinno and Paul Moreton who de-
signed and created our float, and Noelene Ham-
mond and Helen Hardie for their floral and sacred 
space desig`n work.  
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The Consolation of Faith...  

By Julia Goff 

 

Why SRE (Scripture) needs to be taught to our kids 

in public schools 

Hands up those who have been aware of the in-

dependent review of Special Religious Education 

(SRE) recently released by the NSW Government 

that has been conducted over the past few years?  

I suspect that probably there are not too many 

hands in the air at the moment… Okay - hands 

down.  Now, hands up those who have read arti-

cles or seen or heard news items attacking the 

rights of churches to provide Special Religious Ed-

ucation in Public schools...Yes, quite a few more 

hands this time! 

 

The good news is that this exhaustive review of 

SRE had an overwhelmingly positive outcome, 

showing that most schools and parents welcome 

the opportunity for their children to be educated 

in the faith of their choice.   

Despite this, at our parish level, we need to focus 

more strongly than ever on our role as educators 

of our parish children.  Our team of catechists are 

the face of Our Lady of Fatima to these children 

and their families; the parish is the body which 

supports their work and nourishes and replenish-

es the team. One of the arguments by those who 

oppose special religious education in public 

schools is that parents should enrol their children 

in church-run schools or ensure that they attend 

classes out of school hours.  On the face of it, this 

is a reasonable suggestion. However, the educa-

tion of each and every child needs to encompass 

all aspects of their being. 

At a gathering in NSW Parliament House on 30 

June, to reflect on the release of the Review, the 

State Minister for Education, Rob Stokes, stated 

“It is wonderful that we have in our schools an 

understanding that humans are made up of three 

parts: mind, body and spirit, and we need to pro-

vide sustenance to each part of what makes us 

fully human. SRE has a very important role to fulfil 

in our schools.” Well done, Mr Stokes… we could-

n’t have said it better ourselves. 

As a parish we need to support and nourish our 

catechists and the children they serve on our be-

half by: 

• Stepping out of our ‘comfort zone’ and being 

open to helping in some way – as a catechist, 

a classroom helper, in an administrative ca-

pacity, providing relief teaching, adding exper-

tise in craft and music or other ways. 

• Recognising that this is an ongoing, whole-

parish responsibility and not just the ‘job’ of a 

few. 

• Enabling this work through our prayers.  We 

have all received the grace of God through 

our own education and relationship with the 

church. Please keep our children and cate-

chists in your prayers and thoughts so that 

they, and their families, will also receive the 

consolation of faith. 
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Peak Youth 2017 

By Kathleen Kennedy 

 

Peak Youth has had a great start to 2017. As the 

new youth minister in our wonderful Parish, I 

have had the privilege of meeting and interacting 

with a number of young people new to our youth 

group, as well as continuing to connect with 

many of our young people who have been in-

volved in Peak Youth for the past two years. Our 

fortnightly meetings on Friday nights have been 

filled with great fun and excitement as we have 

gathered together to play games, have some 

friendly trivia competitions and discuss our faith.  

We have been fortunate enough to be joined by 

Fr. Isuru and Fr. Antony during most of our eve-

nings, and they have been incredibly generous 

with their time and knowledge, often helping us 

in our discussions about our faith and getting to 

know the members of our youth group.  

A central theme of our conversations on Friday 

nights has been serving others. We have talked 

about the importance of following Jesus’ foot-

steps and showing love to everyone we meet, 

through treating them with respect and helping 

those who need our help. A number of our gen-

erous young people have acted upon these ideas 

and given up their time to help give back to the 

community, through handing out flyers and col-

lecting donations for the “Mega Garage Sale” to 

raise funds for Grace’s place, as well as volun-

teering their time on the OLF Drinks Stall at the 

Foodies Markets. As well as this, the funds from 

our most recent disco at the end of Term 1, were 

donated to Grace’s Place, adding over $3000 to 

our Parish’s overall donation. The generosity of 

the youth in our community is inspiring, and I tru-

ly hope that this continues and increases 

throughout the remainder of the year. 

I would like to thank Anne-Maree Williams, a par-

ent who consistently volunteers her time to assist 

with the running of Peak Youth. I would also like 

to thank our Parish Priests and the Parish com-

munity for your continued support of our Youth 

Group. 
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100 Year Anniversary Significant  
for our Youth 

 
By Kathleen Kennedy 

 
 

What does the 100 year Fatima anniversary 
mean to the youth of OLF Peakhurst?  
 
As we know, this year marks the centenary of the 
apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima. This event 
holds great significance for our entire Parish com-
munity, including our young people.  
 
Throughout discussions within Youth Group, the 
young people of our Parish have come to under-
stand the importance of being a part of a Church 
community that has such a rich and beautiful his-
tory. This history is made even more prominent 
to our youth, through the knowledge that Mary’s 
apparitions were to young people, just like our-
selves.  
 
In August, a youth mass will be held to celebrate 
the centenary of the apparitions for that month. 
This will provide a great opportunity for our youth 
to have a central part in celebrating this historic 
event with our community. 
 
Some of our Peak Youth members shared some 
thoughts on this important celebration: 
 
 
“It feels really special to know I am in a communi-
ty with such a long and interesting history.” 
 
 
“Being involved in celebrations for the centenary 
has made me feel like I am part of an amazing 
community.” 

 
 
“I can’t wait for the youth Mass where we will get 
to have a big role in celebrating with the commu-
nity.” 
 

 

Markets Drinks Stall 
 

By Emma Williams 
 
Our humble little drinks stall at the Foodies Mar-
kets every month has proven to be a real winner. 
The very first Foodies we made a total profit of 
about $150 and we were contemplating coming 
up with another idea. Glad to say we stuck with 
the plan as the drinks stall today continues to be 
a regular steady earner for the parish. 
 
Each month now we average a profit of between 
$650 and $750. Last summer we even had some 
bumper hot nights where we made close to $900 
of profit. This of course does not just happen by 
itself. We have to extend a massive thank you to 
our sponsors Club Rivers at Riverwood who hap-
pily donate and deliver our drinks and ice every 
month. John Vaux is always on hand for the set 
up and we have a loyal band of regular volunteers 
who keep the stall rolling along each markets. 
 
It would be great to have some new hands help-
ing out on the stall each month. Sometimes we 
struggle to fill the spot with more than one per-
son when it’s busy. It is then hard to refill the 
drinks and ice at the rate which they are being 
sold.  
 
Please consider giving an hour of your time every 
once in a while to continue this great initiative. 
It’s easy, it's fun and you get to chat with lots of 
happy customers.  
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Garage Sale for Graces Place 

By Emma Williams 

 
On the 23rd of March this year OLF hosted a 
monster garage sale in order to raise funds for 
Graces Place. Graces Place is the brainchild of the 
Homicide Victims Support Group whom we regu-
larly help in maintaining their respite properties: 
Ebony and Ivory Houses in Waterfall. Graces Place 
will be a world first trauma recovery centre for 
children affected by homicide. 

Its objectives are:  

• help children survive and help them explore 
ways of having fun again. 

• help them to believe in the world and good 
people around them. 

• fill a gap in providing specialist services to chil-
dren and young people who have been vic-
tims of homicide. 

• help children define their own needs, desires 
and goals to recognise and address the barri-
ers to realising them.  

• teach adults how to help themselves and the 
children in their care. 

• avoid secondary tragedies within families 

• improve capacity and capability to meet the 
needs of the children and young people in the 
HVSG 

• provide a means to educate other providers 
in counselling and supporting children and 
young people who have been victims of homi-
cide  

• provide a model that can be replicated 
throughout Australia  

• take pressure off other Mental Health service 
providers  

• help them to reconnect and become socially 
inclusive  

• reduce potential for future domestic & other 
forms of violence  

• alleviate the consequences of current domes-
tic & other forms of violence 

• broaden economic benefits for the communi-
ty. 
 

On our visit to Waterfall last year it became evi-
dent than the HVSG needed a means by which 
they could sell some of the goods which had been 
donated to them to raise funds for the Graces 
Place project. So we decided to bring the items to 
Peakhurst, sort them and sell them in a 
MEGA GARAGE SALE.  

It is probably fair to say that this was in fact a 
"mega" undertaking!! 

 On more than one occasion I think a few of the 
team felt a little overwhelmed!! We borrowed a 
truck and convinced a local to meet us down 
there and collect the goods to transport back to 
the meeting room at Peakhurst. 
That is when the real work began.  

A dedicated group of volunteers unpacked, sort-
ed, priced and repacked THOUSANDS of items. It 
felt like the boxes were multiplying before our 
eyes: clothing, household goods, mountains of 
books, jewellery,  toys... 
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The night before the big day we moved all of the 
sale items into the hall and grouped them in cate-
gories. At 6am on the 23rd we took everything 
out into the car park and prepared for the sale. 
We were blessed with a magnificent day. 
Michael Noonan from Sanders Noon Real Estate 
gave us a tremendous donation for the BBQ and 
advertising signage outside the church and of 
course our wonderful supporters from Club Rivers 
bought the sausages for the BBQ. 
The sale was a huge success. All unsold items 
were packed up and sent back to the garage at 
Ebony House. 

This task was far bigger than we had imagined 
and we could never have done it without the ever 
cheery and loyal volunteers who turned up sever-
al weeks in a row in the pouring rain and made 
this happen. In the end we raised $7000 and with 
a further donation of $3000 from our wonderful 
youth group, we were able to send the HVSG a 
cheque for $10,000 to go towards Graces Place. 
Although this is a drop in the ocean, every dollar 
counts in getting this project off the ground. We 
are always proud to be involved with the wonder-
ful people who run the    HVSG. 

 

Out and About 
By John Vaux 

 
Marie and Noel Ryan are jetting off in July to en-
joy the sights of Canada culminating in Las Ve-
gas.... an exciting finish to a fabulous holiday.  

Marie is one of our parishes unsung heroes......... 
Not only is she a Eucharistic Minister,  she also 
acts as projectionist for most Sunday night mass-
es, she is on the Altar Society,  mans the drink's 
stall at the Foodies Market,  she is involved in the 
Catechist Ministry and is also a member of the 
Catholic Women's League.   She and Mary Brana-
gan, on behalf of the CWL, recently planned a 
very successful fashion parade.  Marie is always 
willing to help where needed.    Thank you Marie.  

Barcelona would be a wonderful destination and 

that is exactly where Frances & Kevin Greene are 
heading in June to meet up with their daughter. 
From there they will travel to see the cultural 
treasures of Copenhagen and many other delights 
in their 6week holiday. 

Our dynamic due, John & Jo Fitzpatrick have been 
on the road in South Africa, meeting up their 
daughter, Emily in Uganda. 

What do you get when you have 6 friends in Fi-
ji?  That's right....a mud fight. Tony & Dawn 
Thorpe, John & Liz Buckley and John & Maria Vaux 
have just returned from 2 weeks in Fiji, where 
apart from the wonderful, lush scenery, the beau-
tiful people and multicultural cuisine....there was 
mud.  They went to the hot springs......coating 
themselves in mud then going in a variety of ther-
mal springs to cleanse and refresh themselves.  It 
was humour all round as they not so gracefully 
bounded from pool to pool. As well as that, they 
visited Raymond Burr's (Perry Mason) Orchid 
Farm, which was full of tropical delights. 

Mid June will see the DeMarcellis family heading 
on a well earned holiday to Europe.  We look for-
ward to the stories and the photos. 

Celebrating 40years of marriage will see David 
and Jenni Payne visiting the rugged landscape and 
wonderful colours of the Kimberleys.  We wish Da-
vid & Jenni a wonderful celebration as both work 
tirelessly for our parish. 

Phillip & Anna Cawte have just returned from 
New York, where they caught up with their son 
Christopher and then travelled through Canada. 

Pat Macks is an independent spirit and has proved 
it by travelling on her own. She has just returned 
from a Harvest Tour  which includes visiting Fati-
ma & Lourdes. 

WOW!!  Judging by all the travel that is going on, 
I am sure we can look forward to many more 
stories and photos for our next issue of the Bark. 
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Liturgy Lines 

By David Payne, Liturgy Committee 

 

Since the start of the year, it has been very busy 
for those involved with the liturgy in our Parish. 

On the weekend of 28/29 January our Masses fo-
cused on Australia Day and we gave thanks for 
our wonderful country. 

In February, the Parish welcomed our new priests 
from The Missionaries of God’s Love – Adminis-
trator, Fr. Stephen Fletcher and Assistant Priests, 
Fr. Adam Crouch, Fr. Antony Santhiyagu and Fr. 
Isuru Weliwatte.  Since commencing, they have all 
ministered to us in such a wonderful way. 

Special meetings were held at the time with the 
Liturgy Committee and with the Acolytes to dis-
cuss aspects of the liturgy in the Parish. 

Catechist Sunday was celebrated on 5 February 
with a “Rite of Commitment and Sending Forth” 
for the Catechists teaching in our local State 
Schools. 

Our Lenten Program commenced on 8 March 
with a talk by Fr. Ken Barker, founder of The Mis-
sionaries of God’s Love, entitled “The Missionar-
ies of God’s Love: Origins and Spirit”.  The talk 
gave those who attended a wonderful insight into 
the Order.  On 22 March, Fr. Steve’s Lenten Talk – 
“Mary, the Model Disciple and Missionary” in-
spired many questions and gave much to reflect 
on.   

The Stations of the Cross were held in the church, 
as a special devotion during the Lenten Season, 
on 15 and 29 March with a good number of pa-
rishioners attending.  The “Stations of the Cross 
through the eyes of Mary” on Good Friday morn-
ing were beautiful.  Our thanks again to Dominic 
Alati for organising the Stations of the Cross. 

Our Lenten Reconciliation Paraliturgy was held in 
the church on 5 April.  After the Paraliturgy, Fr. 
Steve and Fr. Antony made available the First Rite 

of Reconciliation to parishioners. 

Holy Week commenced on 9 April with Palm Sun-
day.  The Easter Triduum began with the evening 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday, con-
tinued with the Celebration of the Passion of the 
Lord on Good Friday, reached its high point in the 
Easter Vigil.  Our sincere thanks to Fr. Isuru for 
the beautiful ceremonies. 

A special Mass was celebrated by Fr. Steve on An-
zac Day, Tuesday, 25 April. 

Our celebrations for the 100th Anniversary of Fati-
ma commenced on Saturday, 13 May, the Cen-
tenary of the 1st Apparition with a beautiful Mass 
(see separate article).  The celebrations will con-
tinue with a rosary and reflection planned for 13 
June, home rosary for 13 July, a youth Mass for 
19/20 August, rosary and reflection for 13 Sep-
tember and Mass for 13 October.  Details of each 
event will be provided in the Bulletin. 

First Communion will be celebrated in the Parish 
on 17/18 June with 44 children involved.  Our 
thanks to the Sacramental Team for their efforts 
in preparing the children. 

Jenni Payne is planning a training course for chil-
dren who wish to become Altar Servers com-
mencing Sunday 23 July. 

The Liturgy Committee would like to thank every-
one involved from the Parish in making our litur-
gies special, particularly for the Easter Triduum 
and the 100th Anniversary of Fatima celebration 
on 13 May.  Thank you for giving so generously of 
your time in so many ways. 

  

MASS TIMES 
 

Wed & Fri: 9:30am  (Rosary 9:05am)    

     

Saturday Vigil: 5pm        

 

  Sunday: 9:15am; 6pm 
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Do  You Remember Father Allan? 
 

By Angela Centorrino  
& John Benfield 

 
 
In May this year, four intrepid parishioners, John and Anne Benfield and Charles and Angela Centorrino, 
cruised to the Pacific islands including Papua New Guinea.  Their voyage led them to Rabaul where they 
spent the day with Father Allen, who was our assistant priest from May to Mid-October last year after 
Father Moses was appointed elsewhere. 
  
The weather, as to be expected, was hot and humid, with the area still showing signs of the volcanic 
eruption and ash cloud which devastated the area a few year ago. 
  
Father Allen introduced us to his Parish, where the locals hold him in very high regard and respect.  It 
was obvious to us how his smiling, happy people reciprocated the affection he has for his flock, especial-
ly their amusement at his efforts to speak Pidgin English.  We were made to feel very honoured by his 
parishioners as friends of their much-loved priest as he showed us the highlights of Rabaul.  He stated 
that he regularly has over 300 attendees at Sunday Mass. 
  
With the help of his parishioners, Father Allan is slowly restoring the Cathedral of St. Francis Xavier, 
which was badly damaged by the volcano and subsequent ash cloud, but it is a monumental and expen-
sive task for this impoverished part of the world.   
  
We were also introduced to the second parish that Father Allan looks after, St. Michael’s, with the adora-
ble children of the parish primary school.  They were so proud to be able to entertain us with several 
songs that they had practiced.  Once again, the great love these children have for their priest was obvi-
ous as was his strong connection to them.  When being shown around the grounds, we noted that new 
building work had been undertaken, but the classrooms were unable to be used, as they had no furni-
ture for the children. 
  
We all felt very uplifted at seeing the wonderful work Father Allan is doing, together with a few seminari-
ans and Father Eugene, who is running the Catechesis program for adults for the next few months.   We 
will all treasure the time we spent with these beautiful, happy people and would very much like to do 
what we can to assist Father Allan in doing God’s work in our nearest neighbour. 
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Castle Hill Volkswagen is giving away a new car. For details, terms and conditions contact 

their Customer Experience Team on 8859 0696 

THE CASE FOR CHRIST 
 
 
In 1980, Lee Strobel's (Mike Vogel) award-
winning, investigative reporting earns him a pro-
motion to legal editor at the Chicago Tribune. 
Things at home aren't going nearly as well. His 
wife Leslie's (Erika Christensen) newfound faith in 
Christ compels Lee to utilize his journalistic and 
legal training to try and disprove the claims of 
Christianity, pitting his resolute atheism against 
her growing faith. 
 
 
 
Initial release:  7 April 2017 (USA) 
Director:     Jon Gunn 

 

Box office:    13.9 million USD 
Based on:     The Case for Christ; by Lee Strobel 
Budget:      3 million USD 
 
 
Critic reviews 

 

   at the movies...    
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https://www.google.com.au/search?biw=1252&bih=536&q=Jon+Gunn&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LVT9c3NEyqrEwxMjYvU-LUz9U3yDaIz4vXEstOttJPy8zJBRNWKZlFqckl-UUAduj-XzQAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi5sZ7CoPjTAhVCupQKHRPQAs4QmxMIpwEoATAR
https://www.google.com.au/search?biw=1252&bih=536&q=the+case+for+christ+box+office&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LVT9c3NEyqrEwxMjYv05LPKLfST87PyUlNLsnMz9NPy8zJLbZKyq9QyE9Ly0xOBQCKM3vqMgAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi5sZ7CoPjTAhVCupQKHRPQAs4Q6BMIqgEoADAS
https://www.google.com.au/search?biw=1252&bih=536&q=the+case+for+christ+based+on&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LVT9c3NEyqrEwxMjYv0xIpLrbSL09NSktMLim2SkosTo3PzwMAseHWACcAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi5sZ7CoPjTAhVCupQKHRPQAs4Q6BMIrQEoADAT
https://www.google.com.au/search?biw=1252&bih=536&q=the+case+for+christ+budget&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LVT9c3NEyqrEwxMjYv05LOKLfST87PyUlNLsnMz9NPy8zJLbZKKk1JTy0BAGsuBu8uAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi5sZ7CoPjTAhVCupQKHRPQAs4Q6BMIsAEoADAU
https://www.google.com.au/search?biw=1252&bih=536&q=the+case+for+christ+critic+reviews&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgFuLVT9c3NEyqrEwxMjYvU0LlaolmJ1vpp2Xm5IIJq6LUsszU8mIATiXwqTcAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi5sZ7CoPjTAhVCupQKHRPQAs4QMQizATAV
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Whatever the need… 
 

Remember the first time we heard the news of Fr 

John’s plans for retirement? I know that I wasn’t 

the only one thinking “Retirement? Who? Really? 

Really??”, followed by rationalisation “But he’s 

so young?..” followed by unwilling acceptance 

and finally, a formal group farewell.  

 

We needn’t have worried though. As much as we 

loved Fr John and the sense of certainty he 

brought to our parish,  God was never going to 

leave us “orphans”.  Instead, he sent our way not 

one, but four amazing priests from the MGL or-

der. Five including Fr Chris, reminding us yet 

again that “whatever the need, God will pro-

vide”. 

 

Ours is a warm, nurturing and vibrant communi-

ty, dedicated to the growth and future of our 

parish and our new priests, have proven to be a 

perfect fit for our culture. The special little prayer 

they offer before and after each homily, that 

comes not from a script, but from their hearts, is 

refreshing and welcome by our reverent 

attendees.  

 

The fire of God’s love in our MGL’s hearts is a 

powerful and welcome witness for anyone will-

ing, wanting or needing to surrender to God’s 

love and guidance. Their homilies leave us deep 

in thought and to a large degree, separate from 

the people we are when we first walk in and take 

our  

usual seats at OLF. At each mass, we are encour-

aged to dwell in the love that is our Almighty 

God and are led, or reminded rather of the 

knowledge that yes, Jesus is right here with us. 

He loves us in a way that only He can and yes, we 

can relinquish our burdens and surrender to a 

point that we actually exhale. 

 

This has been a period of positive transition from 

the trusty leadership of Fr John, to the arrival of 

our  Missionaries of God’s Love. The needs of our 

parish continue to be met reminding me of the 

message from Psalm 131: 

 
“A Prayer of  Humble Trust 

 
Lord, I have given up my pride and turned away 

from my arrogance. I am not concerned with 
great matters or with subjects too difficult for 
me. Instead, I am content and at peace. As a 

child lies quietly in its mother’s arms, so my heart 
is quiet within me. Israel trust in the LORD now 

and forever!” 
 

 
 

As we express our gratitude for the leadership 

and support we received from Fr John, we also 

state genuine appreciation for  the new direction 

and  guidance offered by our MGL’s. We wel-

come and  look forward to including articles con-

taining their spiritual pearls of wisdom in future 

issues of the Bark magazine. 

 

FB 
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O God of infinite goodness and mercy, 

fill our hearts with a  

great confidence in          

Our dear Mother,                                 

whom we invoke under the title of       

Our Lady of Fatima,                                   

and grant us,                                           

by her powerful intercession,                   

all the graces which we need. 

Through Christ, our Lord. 

Amen 


