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At the Parish Half Yearly Meeting on 22 May 2011,  
David Payne from the Parish Liturgy Team spoke of the 
introduction of the new Order of the Mass at our church.

He outlined the contents of a fax to all parishes, which 
states that parishes can begin introducing the new Missal 
changes from Pentecost Sunday (12 June). Changes can be 
introduced in whole or gradually in parts at the discretion of 
the parish. 

By 1 November 2011, it is mandatory that all parishes in 
Australia use the text of the new Missal in full.

Parishioners were invited to comment about the new Missal 
changes in the last issue of The Bark and in the lead-up to 
this issue. Just three comments were received (see pages 
10-11). The Leadership and Liturgy Teams received no 
formal comments whatsoever. 

At a meeting of the Liturgy Team on 31 May 2011, which 
included Fr John and Fr Thu, it was agreed that the 
changes should be introduced in full on 18 September 
2011. This date was chosen as it occurs after the First Holy 
Communion and Confirmation ceremonies.

The parish has been sent pew cards that clearly outline the 
changes to the people’s parts of the new Mass. The cards 
will be placed on seats for the congregation to follow the 
new words from 18 September. The New Order Of The 
Mass books (pictured) have also been printed, and will 
probably be available for purchase from the Piety stall and 
Christian bookshops. 

There are also music changes, which most likely will be 
projected onto the church screen.

There are many 
changes to the 
priest’s prayers, but 
the general structure 
of the Mass remains 
unchanged. 

It is possible that 
a certain amount 
of confusion could 
be caused at first, 
especially as several 
changes have a choice 
of options.

If you have any 
thoughts on the 
changes, you can 
forward them to  
The Bark via our email address (see back page), leave them 
in writing at the Parish House, or contact David Payne from 
the Liturgy Team (see page 5). 

Dominic Alati

WELCOME FR THU
Fr Thu Nguyen has recently joined our parish, saying his 
first Masses on the weekend of 30 April/1 May. He has 
been warmly welcomed and we hope he enjoys his time 
at Peakhurst and Penshurst.

We thought we’d give Fr Thu a bit of time to settle in to 
the job at both parishes before we do an article about 
him. Stay tuned. 

Fr Van was farewelled on Easter Sunday and has started 
his post as Administrator at Campsie (see page 4).

 

HURSTVILLE 
Cnr Forest Rd & Carrington Ave 

9580 1554 
Funeral Home and Chapel. Parking available. 
Prepaid funerals available. Australian owned.
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DID YOU KNOW
A beautiful wedding was recently celebrated at 
our church of Rebecca Dennett, daughter of Kathy 
and Len, to Mark Peters. The four bridesmaids 
were resplendent in berry coloured gowns, and 
Rebecca looked gorgeous in a satin gown draped 
around the hips. The happy couple spent their 
honeymoon cruising around Hawaii (how romantic). 
Unfortunately these occasions come to an end 
and Mr and Mrs Peters are now back at work in 
the everyday world. Congratulations to the young 
couple, and we hope you have many years of 
happiness together. 

Congratulations to Robert and Marissa DeMarcellis on the 
birth of a bouncing baby boy, Xavier Luciano, a whopping 
9.92lbs. Xavier brings great joy to the family and is a little 
(or should I say big) brother to older sisters Sienna and 
Arnika. Robert is a helper with the Welcoming Committee 
and Marissa helps at Sunday School.

We love our parish morning teas after the 9.15am Mass, 
and the next one is to be held on Sunday 26 June with a 
big Cake Stall. See you there.

We were very saddened to hear that Phyllis Petersen 
passed away. We're sure this lovely lady is resting 
peacefully in the arms of God.

At the end of April, a special celebration was held in 
Evatt Park for the 60th birthday of Maria Vaux (pictured 
above with her family). After days of heavy rain, the day 
dawned overcast and very threatening. Everyone thought 
the party would have to be moved, but lo and behold the 
party was held in the park – and what a beautiful day it 
was. Maria, husband John and their three children Leah, 
Emma and Andrew, together with a band of helpers put 
on a wonderful day with plenty to eat and drink. Maria’s 
speech towards the end of the day was very thought 
provoking and a credit to her for her way with words. 
John said, "In our 38 years together we have had many, 
many blessings, the latest being our grandson, Charlie. 
Our blessings form part of Maria's rainbow of love that 
continues to become brighter every day!" Thank you 
to the family for your hospitality and congratulations to 
Maria for reaching the age of 60 – you certainly do not 
look it. 

We knew it would not take long for Kevin Greene to be 
back in the workforce, so congratulations go to Kevin for 
taking on a position with the Catholic Education Office. 
We know you will do a good job there and thank you 
for the work you did for the general community in your 
previous position.

Some sad news for the older members of the parish 
whose boys went to Marist College Penshurst, or any 
older ex-Marist boys. A very popular Marist Brother, 
Killian, passed away recently. He had a severe stroke, 
was taken to Lismore Hospital and died a week later. 
Brother Killian was at Penshurst for many years and 
made many friends – our family included. After Penshurst 
he went to Innisfail for many years, then Lismore, where 
he spent the last ten years. I am sure many parents have 
happy memories of visits from Brother Killian – he was 
famous for his magic tricks for the children – and now we 
pray that he rests in peace.

God bless.

Inez Mullen 
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FAMILY 
GROUP
When my husband 
and I joined the parish 
approximately 17 years ago 
there were a number of 
Family Groups operating in 
the parish. These groups 
enabled parents and  
children alike to meet other 
families in the parish.

Today there is only one 
Family Group remaining, 
our group, the Mo's Group. 
Although our children are 
grown we still enjoy getting 
together on a regular basis.

The photo was taken of some group members and 
friends doing the walk from the Zoo to Balmoral.

Judith Gayton

Pictured above right: Back row, l-r: John Buckley,  
Eric Lumley, Paul Elliott, Peter Gayton, Bill Porter.  
Front row, l-r: Genevieve Porter, Margaret Elliott,  
Maria Lumley, Liz Buckley. Photographer: Judith Gayton. 

FRIENDSHIP GROUP
Recently, we had the pleasure of Tony Girdler and 
Rhonda Wadds come and entertain the Friendship 
Group with a great sing-along and lots of laughter as 
we listened to Tony’s story telling. Everyone had such a 
great time.

There were 23 guests, including four from The Village 
and 11 helpers.

Many thanks to Tony and Rhonda for giving our guests 
so much pleasure.

Helen Cozzi
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BIG MORNING TEA
Recently the Catholic Women's League put on a BIG 
MORNING TEA in aid of Breast Cancer Research. Thanks 
to all who attended, it was a huge success with more 
attending than we anticipated, which is good.

There were some great prizes for the raffle, thanks 
to our good friend at Arrowmaster, Ned McGrath, and 
Revlon, along with some smaller items, which were  
also welcomed.

There was a guest speaker, Wayne Redman (pictured 
with Inez Mullen), who spoke on the work of the Cancer 
Council and also called for volunteers to participate in 
CLEAR STUDY, which calls on people over 18 years of 
age, who have been diagnosed with cancer within the 
last 18 months, together with their partners. All that is 
required is to answer a questionnaire and a blood test 
(optional). By answering the questionnaire they are 
looking into the different lifestyles and environments of 
people all over NSW to try and find an answer to cancer.

After the guest speaker, we had our famous morning 
tea, which pleased everyone. This was followed by some 
entertainment from John Mullen accompanied by Ruth, 
which was very pleasant. 

Then the raffle: some of the prizes included a wonderful 
Revlon package, dinner set for four, canteen of cutlery, 
champagne glasses, necklace and earrings, set of body 
lotions, scarf and earrings, and a beautifully decorated 
bottle of wine. 

After all this, we made the great sum of $1,896.60, which 
the CWL will add to and bring the total to $2,000. Once 
again, thank you to everyone who came along to make 
the morning such a success.   

Anyone interested in participating in CLEAR STUDY, 
please ring Inez Mullen on 9533 3979, who will get the 
form to you.

Inez Mullen, Secretary

 THANKS    
 FR VAN
 At the Masses on 
 the weekend of  
 2 and 3 April,  
 Fr Van announced 
 he was moving to 
 Campsie Parish as  
 Administrator.

 It is a challenging  
 role and we’re sure 
 Fr Van’s intelligence, 
 good nature and 
 humble personality 
 will be a good 
 influence. 

Fr Van has been a much-loved and admired priest at Our 
Lady of Fatima for over three years. 

He said his goodbyes at the Easter Liturgies and his final 
Mass was the Anzac Day Mass on Easter Monday.

A morning tea was held for Fr Van after 9.15am Mass on 
Easter Sunday at which the Leadership Team presented 
Fr Van with a gift on behalf of the parish. 

We wish Fr Van all the best at Campsie.

Looking to Buy?
Looking to Sell?
Looking to Rent?

Contact the team at LJ Hooker

LJ Hooker Mortdale 
11A Morts Rd, Mortdale 

P: (02) 9570 4488   F: (02) 9570 8080

LJ Hooker Riverwood 
164 Belmore Rd, Riverwood 

P: (02) 9533 1111   F: (02) 9533 9533

Visit www.ljhooker.com.au
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LITURGY LINES
Six children were welcomed as new Altar Servers 
at Mass on 3 April. Thank you to Jenni Payne 
for her commitment to the training of the Altar 
Servers over many years, this being her 22nd 
year as ‘coach’ of the Altar Servers Team.

For Lent, the Parish advertised a Lenten  
Program but, disappointingly, there was little 
interest, so it did not proceed.

The Lenten Reconciliation Paraliturgy was held  
on 13 April and was well attended.  

The sacred ceremonies of Holy Week and the 
Easter Triduum were very special. Thank you  
to all involved. (Pictured is the Samoan Choir on 
Good Friday). Due to the School Holidays  
coinciding with Easter, the number of volunteers for the 
roster for the ceremonies was disappointing.

The Anzac Day Mass was held on 25 April.

The Mother’s Day Masses were special. Thank you to 
Camille Philips and Dominic Alati for their wonderful 
PowerPoint of our Parish mums.

A training session for parishioners who wished to become 
readers or commentators at the weekend Masses was 
held on 22 May.

The Ascension of the Lord was celebrated on 5 June. 
Pentecost Sunday on 12 June marked the end of the 
Easter Season.

First Holy Communion was celebrated on the weekend of 
Trinity Sunday 19 June.

The Body and Blood of Christ will be celebrated on 
Sunday 26 June.

The Sundays in Ordinary Time commence on 3 July and 
go through to 13 November.

As noted in the Bulletin on the weekend of 4/5 June, the 
Catholic Church is introducing a new Order of the Mass. 
This will mean a change in the words said by the priest 
and the congregation in various parts of the Mass. The 
new Order of the Mass is to be introduced by  
1 November 2011. At a meeting held on 31 May,  
involving Fr John, Fr Thu and the Liturgy Committee, 
it was decided that our parish should implement the 
new Order of the Mass from 18 September 2011. This 
is scheduled to occur after the Sacraments of Holy 
Communion and Confirmation. 

In the coming months, information will be provided in 
the Bulletin and The Bark about the proposed changes. 
Should you have any enquiries in the meantime, please 
contact me on ph. 9533 1149. 

All ministers, please check your roster each week for the 
times you are on. Readers and commentators, please use 
your copy of Break Open the Word to prepare for your 
reading at Mass.

David Payne (for the Liturgy Committee)

Winchester, Lonnon & Klein  
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 

Corporate And Personal Taxation Specialists 

Peter J Winchester ACA 
Also offering Investment, Retirement, Insurance, Superannuation,  

Mortgage Elimination and Leasing Services with 
Professional Investment Services P/L 

ABN 11074608558 
FINANCIAL PLANNERS AFS Licence No 234951

Tom Ryan MAppFin BSc DipEd DipFinPlan CFP 
617-621 Forest Rd, Bexley NSW 2207. Ph: (02) 8567 6333 Fax: (02) 9587 1176
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NEW AND OLD 
FACES ON THE 
ALTAR SOCIETY 
Our parish has several groups 
operating behind the scenes to 
ensure everything runs smoothly. 
One of those groups is the parish 
Altar Society.

Parishioner Carolyn Ryan headed 
up the Altar Society, but sadly died 
about two years ago. The role 
was more or less left to florist, 
Rhonda, who did a great job filling 
in. Meanwhile, the other members 
of the Altar Society regularly went 
about their duties, including cleaning 
the church and arranging the 
flowers. Some of these members 
have been doing it for many years.

Along came Christine Buckman. Christine and her 
husband Dan were from Menai and moved to Lugarno 
just over a year ago. 

Christine had been on the Altar Society at Menai for five 
years, and was a member of the parish for over 20 years. 

When Christine enquired about the Altar Society she 
was asked to fill the gap left by Carolyn and lead the 
team at Peakhurst. She took the job with relish and has 
commenced giving it somewhat of an overhaul to suit the 
new Society members and the changing parish needs.

One of the first things Christine did was to call a meeting 
of existing members and invite parishioners who would 
like to be part of the new team. Christine was thrilled 
with the number of people who attended the meeting. 

It is clear that the more involved, the less work each 
person needs to do. Christine plans to have regular 
meetings for the members to communicate and plan 
ahead for the upcoming seasons.

Asked how to describe the Altar Society, Christine puts 
it this way: “We’re like God’s little handmaids. It’s the 
practical side of our faith. Any little thing we do, whether 
it’s polishing the church silver or doing the flowers, is our 
way of prayer.”

While the Society is strong, they are always looking for 
more members. And while all members are female, they 
would gladly welcome men.

“Some people have been doing it for a long time and 
need a break,” said Christine. “People go away or aren’t 
well and we need people to fill in.” 

“We would welcome anyone gracious enough to give 
their time. The more you are, the less you need to do.”

The new roster for roles in the Altar Society starts in 
July. It’s never too late to join. For more information 
about the Altar Society, contact the Parish House who 
will put you in contact with Christine. 

Pictured: Christine and members of the Altar Society.

Dominic Alati 

• Clinic Sister • Chemist Club  
Free Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Testing

REVLON • L’OREAL • DARRELL LEA • CALVIN KLEIN

Shop 11-14, 247 Belmore Road  
Riverwood South

Ph: 9534 2000 Fax: 9533 3096

GALLUZZO’S  
RIVERWOOD  

PLAZA PHARMACY
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In Jerusalem the 
group, including Jovina 
Graham (the parish’s 
singing sensation), will 
walk in the footsteps 
of Jesus and his 
disciples and visit 
many spiritual places. 
In Madrid there 
will be a string of 
festivals and Masses 
and just enjoying the 
atmosphere of God’s 
love. The conclusion 
to the trip will be the 
massive outdoor final 
Mass in Madrid that is expected to have around two 
million people attending. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the entire 
parish for their kind support and donations. It has meant 
so much to me and is truly humbling. When I get back 
from my trip I plan to put together a PowerPoint to share 
with the parish.

Victoria Costello

WORLD YOUTH DAY 2011
What prompted me to go the World Youth Day in Madrid? 

Evelyn Graham (a past scripture teacher and good friend 
from the parish) told me about a competition held by the 
Sydney Archdiocese that was open to all Year 10 and 11 
students from public schools that if won, funded some of 
the trip. All I had to do was write a very short response 
as to why I wanted to go to World Youth Day. 

I automatically entered thinking that I would be a very 
long shot of placing. It would be a while before anyone 
found out the winners and I started to think about World 
Youth Day and did some research on it. 

Soon, a mere wanting to go turned into a needing to go. 
I hoped that I would be selected and prayed to God that 
if it was the right time for me to go and to experience 
this, that he would please let me go. 

I guess my prayers were answered as I got the news 
from competition holders, Harvest, a couple of months 
later. I was really excited; I couldn’t actually believe that 
I was going! I chose the Shores of Galilee trip, which 
means that I will be going on an 18-day pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem then on to Madrid. 

Botanica Spa is an AVEDA exclusive beauty spa that sees beauty 
as a craft, not a product result.
Aveda beauty professionals are unique in the industry for their 
pursuit of a higher art: helping make their clients not only look 
beautiful, but feel beautiful.
This selfless quest to bring out the beauty in their clients through 
genuine care, differs from beauty industry norms.
All products used at Botanica Spa are natural and created by 
nature. Said simply, Beauty is as Beauty Does.
Michaela and Marissa would love to welcome you to Botanica Spa 
and offer you a special 20% discount on your first treatment.  
(*Not valid for product purchases).

Or simply drop by and visit while enjoying a complimentary 
Aveda Comforting Tea, caffeine-free and 100% organic.

Facials - Makeup - Waxing

Spa Treatments - Massage

Air Brush Tanning - Paraffin

Treatments - Pedicure Spa

Eyelash & Eyebrow Tinting

Manicure - Oxygen Treatment

SHOP 2 /66  LORR AINE STREET    PHONE 9584 3266
PE AKHURST 2210                                 www.botanicaspa.com.au

SPECIALReceive 20% off your first treatment*
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SUNDAY 
SCHOOL
Every Sunday at the 9.15am Mass 
and every first Saturday of the month 
at the 5pm Mass, children are invited 
to attend Sunday School.

A group of parishioners, led by the 
Children’s Liturgy Team, give the 
children an understanding of God’s 
word through the lessons learnt 
of the day’s scripture. The leaders 
include several parents from the 
parish as well as some of the older 
children who have 'graduated' from 
Sunday School.

In the lead up to First Holy Communion, the Sunday 
School enjoyed a huge turnout.

EASTER FUN AT OLF 
PLAYTIME GROUP
Our vibrant and friendly little group had plenty of Easter 
fun at the annual Easter egg hunt at Playtime. 

Our littlies went home with a beautifully hand-decorated 
basket filled with an assortment of Easter goodies.  

They made their baskets during their craft time the week 
before the hunt and were very excited when the Easter 
Bunny had left the courtyard scattered with eggs.

We operate each Wednesday, Thursday and Friday during 
school term from 10am until midday for the bargain price 
of $2 per week. We have only a few vacancies for our 
Wednesday group if you are interested in joining us.  

For more info call Kerrie Rendina 8004 2325.

Kerrie Rendina

Advertise your business in The Bark
It’s good value. Supply your own ad or we can do it for you.
Contact Dominic Alati   domalati@hotmail.com   Ph 0402 131 072
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The next generation in aged care

Now 
open

Ferndale Gardens has been designed to provide lifestyle assistance and care in a comfortable, 
well appointed environment. Our emphasis is to maintain the dignity and independence of each 
individual within a personal and homelike atmosphere.

Professional qualified staff ensure residents receive the best nursing and personal care,  
24 hours a day.

We are committed to the philosophy of ageing in place and offer: 
High level care   Low level care 
Dementia specific care  Respite care

Design features
•	 Café / library

•	 Hairdressing salon

•	 Gymnasium

•	 Cinema / kiosk

•	 Function room

•	 Consultants room

•	 Reflection room

•	 Residents laundry

•	 Luxury mini bus

•	 Mini bowling green

•	 Mini golf

Quality services

Our on-site qualified chefs 
prepare quality, nutritious 
meals daily.

Other services include 
hairdressing, physiotherapy, 
speech therapy, tai chi, 
podiatry, diversional therapy, 
social activities, religious 
services, bus and shopping 
outings.

Suite features
•	 Generous single or twin 

suites with private ensuite

•	 Furnished in an elegant 
home-like style

•	 Fully air-conditioned

•	 Wall mounted televisions

•	 Kitchenette with bar fridge

•	 Electric beds

•	 Private telephone access

•	 Internet access

Brand new affordable luxury  
in the heart of the St George area

Ferndale Gardens  33 Jersey Avenue Mortdale NSW 2223 
Enquiries: 0415 833 288 or 02 8080 3851 

George Fotoulis – Director of Nursing  Phone: 02 9570 5555  Fax: 02 9580 9517 
Email: enquiries@ferndalegardens.com.au  Website: www.ferndalegardens.com.au

Trinity Management Services in conjunction with the Proprietors and the Trinity Management Team proudly manages Ferndale 
Gardens, Huntingdon Gardens & Berala on the Park. All services comply with the Accreditation Standards.



PAGE 10

NEW MISSAL DEBATE
In the last issue of The Bark, parishioners were 
invited to comment about the changes to the 
Missal. It should be pointed out that the following 
opinions are those of the authors. 

Parishioner, Jovina Graham, sent the following 
letter entitled: Lost in translation no longer ˗  
Why I'm excited about the new Mass:

I, and many other young Catholics, are very much 
looking forward to adopting the New Translation in Mass 
from now on, because I feel like it will help all of us to 
re-discover, or discover for the first time perhaps, just 
what actually happens in the Mass.

How many of us regular Mass-goers are actually aware 
of what the Mass means? How many of us think that the 
kneeling, standing, sitting, recitation of words to be just 
mindless routine, without much meaning?

I certainly grew up oblivious to it all. Sure, I was always 
eagerly involved in all the duties at Mass – I read, I 
sang, I altar-served, I even operated the projector! Yet 
interiorly, I wasn’t participating at all, because I had no 
idea that any of it meant anything beyond rituals. Years 
later, when I started to explore the faith more fully, I 
became aware that at Mass, Christ is truly present in the 
Eucharist. No, not in some symbolic form, as I’d always 
thought, but in body, blood, soul and divinity. And the 
Mass isn’t just a gathering of people, but God’s sacrificial 
act of salvation for the world being made present in a 
very real way. What Jesus started on Holy Thursday is 
continued eternally and is made present in every single 
Mass celebrated all over the world.

Amazing, right? How many of us realise this, every  
time we go to Mass, that’s what happens in front of  
our very eyes?!

The beautiful, sacred language included in the New 
Translation is not our everyday language, this is true. 
And rightly so – how on earth can we expect to express 
the mystery of God’s saving act for His people in 
simple everyday language? I think that when the well-
intentioned folks who hurriedly first translated the Latin 
into everyday English in 1962, something was lost. A 
sense of the sacred was lost. And so since then, it’s 
become easier and easier to remain completely oblivious 
of the mind-blowing act happening before our eyes. 
This is a great loss, and bears a lot of the responsibility 
for so many people, particularly young people, feeling 
disengaged and disinterested in coming to Mass. 

Think about it – if Romeo and Juliet was translated 
into everyday English, would it be nearly so emotional, 

so romantic, so imbued with a sense of tragic? Of 
course not. It’d be akin to a bad episode of Home and 
Away where two teenagers commit suicide together. 
Something is lost.

But the New Translation, which sticks ever more 
closely to the deep Biblical roots of the Mass, draws on 
centuries-old language to restore to Catholics a wonder 
at the divine. It will help lift our hearts beyond ourselves 
and our everyday lives, to an ever-growing union with 
the God who makes himself present. The prayers and 
responses at Mass are supposed to move us beyond our 
own selves and the present world, and give our hearts a 
little taste of Heaven. That is no exaggeration. It’s what 
Mass has always been for, and always will be for.

In the previous issue of The Bark, the objection was 
made that more consultation is needed. To me, the 
idea of the Church as a democracy seems to negate the 
presence of the Holy Spirit at work within those people 
chosen for certain tasks. In frank terms, the idea of 
asking us what we like and don’t like about the New 
Translation seems a bit like primary school children telling 
their teacher how they think she ought to teach English. 
None of us are liturgists. There is a well-educated panel 
of very careful and considerate people who have worked 
for many years on making sure the New Translation is 
one that will help everyone in the English speaking  
world to delve more fully into the Sacred Mystery that  
is the Mass. I for one trust them, and thank them for 
their hard work.

It’s true, most mystical language will require us to make 
more of an effort at Mass. But surely this is a good thing?  
Surely we should always be delving continuously into the 
mystery that is before us.

Whatever your opinion, let us use this as a chance to 
recognise the richness of the prayers at Mass, and an 
invitation to participate even more fully by striving to 
know more and more about the Mass and the God who 
makes Himself present there.

Book recommendation: To read more about the 
significance of the various parts of the Mass, a great read 
is The Lamb’s Supper by Scott Hahn, a former Lutheran 
Minister and convert to Catholicism. 

Peakhurst Friendship Group member, T Condon, 
suggested alternative wording to the new text. 
The following are extracts from his letter:

Proposed change: “And with your spirit”. My suggestion 
is: “And with our spirit.” I consider the word ‘our’ gives 
the Mass attendance a share of the moment.

Proposed change: “…consubstantial with the Father”.  
I suggest: “of all being with the Father.” 
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Proposed change: “my sacrifice and yours”. In my 
opinion no change is needed. It is beautifully worded and 
should not be changed or deleted. The words ‘brethren’ 
and ‘our’ includes the speaker and the hearers. “My 
sacrifice and yours” is short and probably to the point 
and its very brevity would cause a lot of thought.

Proposed change: “Lord I am not worthy that you  
should enter under my roof, but only say the word and 
my soul shall be healed”. A rather lengthy response and 
will take some time to master. I suggest: “Lord, I am not 
worthy to receive you, only say the word and my soul 
shall be healed.”

Parishioner, Monica Hayes, sent a passionate 
letter about the changes. The following are 
extracts from her letter:

My opinion on the New Missal reflects the way I feel 
the leaders of the Catholic Church are out of touch with 
the true message of Jesus and the needs of real people 
today. Jesus welcomed children to his side, and always 
spoke in clear and inclusive language that made sense 
to the people of his time. I cannot understand why 
the church hierarchy has chosen to introduce words 
that are simply beyond the understanding of regular 
people. I am fortunate to be well educated and have a 
good understanding of the English language, yet I am 
mystified by the choice of words in the excerpts of the 
new translation of the Order of the Mass which I have 
been able to find online. It really saddens me because as 
the mother of four children I want them to understand 
the Mass and grow to love going to Mass and feel they 
are truly a part of the celebration and sacred mystery. 
How will this be possible when the changes and obscure 
language creates a sense of distance between the priest 
and the congregation celebrating the Eucharist? It divides 
instead of unifies. It seems a long, long way from the 
example left by Jesus at the Last Supper when he shared 
a meal with his friends.

I feel it is important to try and understand what it 
all means, and have an idea on how I feel about the 
changes. The problem does not seem to be whether 
changes needed to be made but how and why these 
changes have really been decided, and what impact 
they will have seems to be the more pressing matter. 
I believe that there are a great many areas within the 
church where discussion, prayer, reflection and courage 
could bring about some truly positive changes. The fact 
that so many thousands of priests, bishops, religious and 
laity around the world have protested about the process 
as well as the translation would indicate that the process 
itself raises many questions. I have read comments such 
as ‘liturgical anarchy’ directed at those who challenge 

what seems to be questionable leadership and wonder 
it if is not more accurately ‘hierarchical arrogance’. 
The numerous concerns voiced about the changes 
themselves as well as the impact of these changes  
need to be addressed in an open, transparent and 
inclusive manner. 

The spectrum of opinions from those with traditional, 
conservative views and those with progressive, 
contemporary thoughts seems to be pulling the fabric  
of our faith in different directions.

Where the aim of the Mass is to encourage full, active 
and conscious participation, the controversy with these 
changes creates its own barrier to this happening.

I have read many comments and opinions online in an 
effort to really understand both sides of this discussion. 
Those who support the changes consistently talk 
about the beauty, poetry and elevated reverence with 
the new texts; yet those who oppose the suggested 
changes point out errors with grammar, and describe 
the language as clumsy, sexist, archaic, elitist, obscure 
and deliberately using non-inclusive language. This is 
the celebration of the Mass we are talking about! Surely 
the Mass we celebrate today does not create such 
controversy as we come together to pray and praise 
God. We have to find a way to respect and listen to all 
opinions and find a way to bring a meaningful celebration 
of the Mass, because if the language does not make 
sense and cannot be understood then the changes are 
simply counter-productive.

By the next issue of The Bark, the changes will 
have been introduced at our Parish. If you would 
like to comment, please put it in writing and 
either email it to The Bark  (see contact details on 
back page) or leave it at the Parish House.

LETTER OF THANKS
The parish, via the Lending A Hand Team, received a 
letter of thanks from Brett Macklin, Manager of Matthew 
Talbot Hostel, in appreciation of a donation from our 
parish. The money was raised at last year’s Father’s Day 
event (see The Bark issue three 2010). 

The hostel chose to use the money to fund a workshop 
for their male clients who are fathers, many of whom 
cannot live with their children.

Brett Macklin says: “Through this opportunity that you 
have provided we have been able to assist fathers on 
their journey to become part of their children’s lives in a 
positive way, and to give fathers skills that will enable the 
family bond to be resumed or maintained."
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TRIBUTE TO  
JOHN PAUL II
I was 11 years old when I came closer to him than I ever 
would, and I did not care at all. Ten years later, he died, 
and I would never get to be in his presence ever again. 

Six more years later, and I feel closer to him than when 
he walked past me.

My first encounter with JPII was at Randwick Racecourse 
during his Australian visit in 1995. I recall glimpsing the 
man in white go past our parish group, and this 11-year-
old could not have been less interested. 

I had no idea at that point that the writings of this 
insignificant man would create so much upheaval in my 
life eight years later.

My second encounter with JPII was in a lecture theatre 
at Sydney Uni. JPII himself was quite a geriatric man 
by this point, far far away in Rome, but an American 
speaker visiting Sydney was describing the writings of 
JPII, and I was transfixed in a way that meant I could not 
stop listening to what he had to say. He was describing 
the Theology of the Body, of which I had never heard. 
The year was 2003, and JPII had first started speaking 
about theology of the body nearly 24 years prior, but 
his thoughts were still so revolutionary that this worldly 
teenager – struggling with a world that told me that sex 
was just another feel-good experience – found her whole 
life transformed by just listening to JPII’s words read out.

My third encounter with JPII came as he lay dying a 
slow yet beautiful death, with no shame of his suffering, 
with absolute faith in the God who had given him such a 
stunning life, with love of life even to the end. I watched 
the footage, transfixed, as four million people gathered 
in Rome to mourn the man who had meant so much to 
them, and was amazed at what I learnt about whom 
I had largely discounted for most of my life. I listened 
to news report after news report, and was surprised to 
learn about the man who had played such a pivotal role 
in the history of Europe over the previous three decades. 
I felt sorrow that I had missed out on loving the Pope 
that so many others seemed to have connected with.

But there, I was wrong. I had not missed out. In fact, my 
encounter with JPII has grown and grown since the day 
he died. Everything about his death was so touching to 
me that it took me on a journey to my first World Youth 
Day in Cologne 2005, and from there, his teachings led 
me into a huge discovery of the meaning of the human 
person, of the sanctity of human life, of the dignity of 
women. The more I read JPII’s writings, the more of 
Christ’s beauty I discover. 

My ongoing encounter with JPII will continue to the day I 
die in the form of the Saints he canonised during his life, 
the truth he wrote about so many human experiences, 
and the young people I meet at World Youth Day, an 
experience that JPII alone pioneered, and through which 
JPII continues to remain with his young faithful to this 
very day.

JPII – I wish I had paid you more attention, but I feel I 
get to know you more and more through your presence 
in the Church that we both love. Pray for us.

Jovina Graham 

DEVELOPMENT 
PROPOSAL MEETING 
As reported in issue four of The Bark 2010, a proposal has 
been submitted for a development on our church land. It 
includes a 60-unit independent living development, which 
would occupy most of the church grounds.

The Leadership Team announced the proposal through 
The Bark to gauge reaction from parishioners. Curiously, 
no response was formally submitted.

At the Parish Half Yearly General Meeting on Sunday 22 
May 2011, the proposal was discussed, and most if not all 
opposed the development as it stands.

Those proposing the development have requested 
a meeting with the Leadership and Finance Teams, 
including Fr John, to discuss the matter further. A 
meeting has been set for 4 July 2011.

If you have an opinion about the development proposal, 
tell those on the Leadership Team. You should put your 
thoughts in writing and either email The Bark or leave a 
message in writing at the Parish House before 4 July. 

All messages will be handed to the Leadership Team.

Dominic Alati
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UPDATE ON UGANDA 
Chris Kerr introduced Dennis, a young Ugandan man, to 
our Lending a Hand Team a couple of years ago. Dennis 
had a great desire to learn about medicine so that he 
could help those in need of medical attention. 

The team recognised this very humble need of his and 
decided that on behalf of our Parish we would support 
him financially through medical college. Chris is back in 
Uganda and sent the following message of glad tidings:

Friends, how are you? Jambo? Habari? You reply: 'Mizzuri.'

I am having a few days off from Queen Elizabeth NP 
and I am in Entebbe organising my premier workforce 
and buying materials. I have had some good time with 
Francis, the father of Dennis, who has returned to 
medical college only this week. 

Dennis was due to commence the fourth semester (of 
six semesters) on 21 April but because of unrest at the 
college the starting date was deferred. Examination 
results are still hard to come by but I am assured 
Dennis is doing very well. Whilst on holidays he assists 
his mother, Joyce, in her medical clinic here in Ebb and 
already is treating patients and even giving injections. 

As stated earlier the commencement of term was 

delayed by compulsory strikes and protest marches 
at the college. However. I am pleased to report, an 
extract from ‘New Vision’ dated 10 April: "...a report of 
an investigation into the January 31 strike at the Mbale 
School of Clinical Officers recommended the transfer of 
the deputy principal, two lecturers and expulsion of the 
guild president and four other students and indefinite 
suspension of nine others..."

Dennis, although he marched, was not among the above 
mentioned. There is a lot of unrest in Kampala at the 
moment and the president has deployed a special force 
of 6,000 soldiers to patrol the city. Tear gas cannons 
are on a lot of main streets, soldiers all packing AK47s, 
some with RPGs and the officers carrying pepper spray 
canisters just ‘in case’ of civil riots! It's all happening. 

Through all of this, Dennis is so grateful for Our Lady of 
Fatima’s financial and prayerful support. He wishes for 
me to pass on his heartfelt thanks.

Chris Kerr

Next time we go to have a glass of water, let us take 
time to think of Dennis’s grandmother and the children of 
her village in the north of the country where they have to 
walk 2kms each morning to fetch water. 

John Vaux for the Lending A Hand Team

WHY NOT JOIN US? 

Grandviews has so much to offer. The clubhouse, function rooms and 
sports lounge have been refurbished. The beverages from the bar are 

unsurpassed and our wines will enhance the wonderful meals  
served in our restaurant.

Regular features are Thursday night Members’ Badge Draw,  
Friday Monster Meat Raffle and Sunday Meat Raffle.

The Club Grandviews courtesy bus takes away the worry of getting to  
and from the club. Now operating Thursday to Sunday.

Representative Players have pronounced Grandviews Greens the best in 
the metropolitan area, so why not join up for membership now.  

Free coaching is available.

Social Membership is $7 for one year,  
Social Membership $14 for three years  
or Bowling Membership is $60 per year.

– For the information of members and guests –

821 Forest Road, Peakhurst NSW 2210, Ph: 9533 2255 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY  
KIDS BINGO

Thursday 7 July  
10am - 12 noon

$5 includes kid’s marker, 
chips, soft drinks  
and bingo tickets. 

Prizes include Big W and 
Video Ezy vouchers.
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ALTAR SERVERS
My observation when attending other churches these 
days is that most don’t have Altar Servers. We have been 
blessed with continuing groups of young people acting 
as Altar Servers. It is great that these young people, 
hopefully encouraged by parents, come forward to play 
their role in the parish. However, a key element in the 
continuing flow of Altar Servers is the recruitment and 
training of the Altar Servers.

David Payne mentioned, as part of his report on the 
Liturgy Group at the recent Half Yearly Meeting, that his 
wife Jenni Payne, has been doing this role of recruiting 
and training Altar Servers for 22 years. I think this is an 
outstanding effort and deserves significant recognition.

The Altar Servers, together with the other members 
of our parish that play a role in our weekly Masses 
combined with our great Priests, make the Masses much 
more special than if they were not part of it. 

In my view it would be great if there were a next level  
of Altar Servers so that when the current servers  
reach an age where they feel they are too old for the 
current role, they could move on to a role more suited 
to their age group. I think it would be fabulous to see 
a young person move through the ranks to eventually 
become a young Acolyte.

Finally, congratulations and a big thank you to Jenni 
Payne for a fantastic effort in keeping this important 
ministry of Altar Servers going so well for 22 years.

Tony Thorpe

MAINTENANCE LIST 
The following costs have been taken from the ‘Condition 
Survey’ carried out in July 2004 and are only estimates. 
Quotes will be sought to ensure quality workmanship and 
value for money before proceeding.

SCHEDULE: Urgent Items – 1 to 7: 
1. Investigate and rectify frequent sewer blockages in 
Playground and Parish House toilets, this may require an 
optical camera and realign of sewer pipes: $3,000. 
2. Install ‘EXIT’ signs and emergency door lock 
mechanisms to appropriate doors of church to satisfy fire 
regulations: $1,000. 
3. Trim and prune shrubs, removal of bushes and one 
gum tree in church grounds to reduce shadows on paths, 
step and kerbing after dark: $3,000. 
4. Install additional lighting in car park: $3,500. 
5. Pressure wash external walls of church, hall and house 
to remove dust and cobwebs, also clean floor tiles of 

church entry foyers. Vacuum clean all high window sills 
and walls in church to remove dust and cobwebs. Clean 
all windows internally and externally of all buildings: $3,200. 
6. Replace cracked and broken tiles in Parish house: $500. 
7. Clean all ceiling fans in church and Parish house: $500.
Items 1 to 7 have been actioned by Paul Moreton and 
are in various stages of progress.

8. Replace rusted carport roof between church and 
Parish house: $4,000. 
9. Replace guttering downpipes as required: $5,000. 
10. External painting of all buildings: $12,000. 
11. Internal painting of church and Parish centre 
including re-staining all timber surfaces, doors, 
architraves and window sills: $22,000. 
12. Sand and re-stain parish centre timber floors: $5,000. 
13. Replace curtains in parish centre: $4,000. 
14. Replace carpet in church: $20,000. 
15. Replace carpet in Parish House: $2,500. 
16. Resurface bitumen in car park area: $42,000. 
17. Re-stain church pews: $2,500.

ARTICLES FOR THE BARK
Relevant contributions for The Bark are welcome. All 
articles should have a spiritual relevance to our church. 
Preference is for articles and pictures to be emailed to: 
domalati@hotmail.com Otherwise, leave at the Parish 
house with your name and contact details. Articles left 
anonymously will not be accepted. 

We prefer articles you have written yourself, and they 
will receive priority. Reprinting articles from other 
publications is a breach of copyright and cannot be used 
unless you have received approval from that publication. 
Likewise, articles in The Bark are not to be used 
elsewhere without permission from the editor.

Articles should be no more than 300 words. Pictures 
help your article and make it more likely to be read. We 
encourage you to send articles and/or pictures of events 
directly related to our parish, or key events in the lives of 
our parishioners. Also, stories about religious experiences 
in your life make good reading.

Articles are published and edited at the editor’s discretion 
and no guarantee can be given that an article will appear. 

Opinions on church issues are welcome. Opinions 
expressed in articles are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of The Bark, Our Lady of Fatima 
Peakhurst or the Catholic Church. 

Please support our advertisers without whose generous 
support The Bark would not be printed.

God bless.
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FUNNIES
A man moves into a new country town, walks into local 
the pub and promptly orders three beers. 

The bartender raises his eyebrows, but serves the man 
three beers, which he drinks quietly at a table, alone. 

An hour later, the man has finished the three beers and 
orders three more. 

This happens yet again. 

The next evening the man again orders and drinks three 
beers at a time, several times. Soon the entire town is 
whispering about the Man Who Orders Three Beers. 

Finally, a week later, the bartender broaches the subject 
on behalf of the town. "I don't mean to pry, but folks 
around here are wondering why you always come in here 
and order three beers." 

"Well, you see, I have two brothers back home. We 
promised each other that we would always order an 
extra two beers whenever we drank as a way of keeping 
up the family bond." 

The bartender and the whole town was pleased with 
this answer, and soon the Man Who Orders Three Beers 
became a local celebrity. 

Then, one day, the man comes in and orders only two 
beers. The bartender pours them with a heavy heart. 
This continues for the rest of the evening – he orders 
only two beers. The word flies around town. Prayers are 
offered for the soul of one of the brothers. 

The next day, the bartender says to the man, "Folks 
around here want to offer condolences to you for the 
death of your brother. You know, the two beers and all..." 

The man ponders this for a moment, then replies, "My 
two brothers are alive and well... I’ve given up drinking 
for Lent."

God helps those who help themselves. God help those 
caught helping themselves.

Lost on a rainy Friday night, a priest stumbles into a 
monastery and requests shelter there. Fortunately, he's 
just in time for dinner and was treated to the best fish 
and chips he's ever had. 

After dinner, he goes into the kitchen to thank the chefs. 
He is met by two brothers, "Hello, I'm Brother Michael, 
and this is Brother Francis." 

"I'm pleased to meet you. I just wanted to thank you for 

a wonderful dinner. The fish and chips were the best I've 
ever tasted. Out of curiosity, who cooked what?" 

Brother Michael replied, "Well, I'm the fish friar." 

Father turns to the other brother and says, "Then you 
must be...."

"Yes, I'm afraid I'm the chip monk..."

Definitions for Catholics:

BULLETIN: Your receipt for attending Mass.

CHOIR: A group of people whose singing allows the rest 
of the parish to lip-sync.

HOLY WATER: A liquid whose chemical formula is H2OLY.

HYMN: A song of praise usually sung in a key three 
octaves higher than that of the congregation's range.

INCENSE: Holy Smoke!

MAGI: The most famous trio to attend a baby shower.

PEW: A medieval torture device still found in Catholic 
churches.

PROCESSION: The ceremonial formation at the beginning 
of Mass consisting of altar servers, the celebrant, and 
late parishioners looking for seats.

TEN COMMANDMENTS: The most important Top Ten list 
not given by David Letterman.

USHERS: The only people in the parish who don't know 
the seating capacity of a pew.
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CATHOLIC CHURCH PEAKHURST 
PARISH OF OUR LADY OF FATIMA

825 FOREST ROAD PEAKHURST 2210 

Priest (non-resident) Parish Priest: Fr John Crothers Assistant: Fr Thu Nguyen 
Parish Secretary: Ruth Meagher – PH: 9533 2594 – Fax: 9533 5908

Email: olfpeakhurst@atu.com.au – Web: www.ourladyoffatima.com.au

 

LITURGIES 
Saturday Vigil: 5pm Sunday: 9:15am and 6pm Wednesday and Friday: 9:30am Mass followed by Rosary

SACRAMENTAL SCHEDULE 
Baptism: 10:30am 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Contact Parish House for details. 
Marriage: Six months notice required. Contact Parish House for details. 
Anointing: Any time day 9533 2594 or night 9580 1310. 
Reconciliation: Saturday 4:30pm.
 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Charles Centorrino (Chair), Garry McSweeney, Deb Cummins, Richard Allison, Fran Harvey, John Benfield. 

THE BARK 
Dominic Alati 0402 131 072   domalati@hotmail.com
Thanks to the following people who help produce The Bark: The Artwork Team, John Vaux, Ruth Meagher, Fr John,  
Fr Thu, the Leadership Team, everyone who contributed articles, the advertisers and supporters.


