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Doesn’t our church look great?  

Thanks to an amazing amount of energy, commitment 
and behind-the-scenes work, Our Lady Of Fatima, 
Peakhurst is looking better than it has in years. Finely-
sanded and refinished floors; pews that have been 
restored to an amazing standard; plush, gorgeous carpet 
and fresh paint behind the carefully-cleaned crucifix all 
add up to a wonderful refurbishment. 

As impressive as the renovations have been, the planning 
and organisation behind the work is even more awe-
inspiring. The fact that each pew was removed, sanded 
multiple times and given many coats of finish, and this 
process was co-ordinated with the sanding and staining 
of the wooden floors and all was back in place in time for 
weekend Masses, is nothing short of amazing.  

Not all parishioners would be aware of the months of 
planning, costing, negotiating and worrying that has gone 
into this work. We are indeed indebted to our current 
Leadership Team as well as those others who have spent 
many hours to achieve this great outcome well in time to 
celebrate our fifty years as a Parish next May. 

The 50th Anniversary Planning Committee is keenly 
organising events for the weekend of celebrations next 
year. Club Menai will be the venue for a fabulous dinner 
dance on Saturday 14 May and Bishop Terry Brady will 
celebrate Mass on Sunday morning, 15 May, followed by 
a family celebration. There will be lots of reminiscing and 
laughter and making of new memories.  

Many special surprises are being planned… and will not 
be revealed until that weekend! However, it is guaranteed 
that this celebration will be a fitting one for such a great 

Pictured: Sanding of the pews took place outside the church 
throughout September.

PREPARING FOR OUR 50TH ANNIVERSARY
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parish and will acknowledge the contributions of priests 
and parishioners, past and present. 

Our very enthusiastic planning committee is asking for 
your help. They need: 
• any photos or memorabilia from the past 50 years 
of Parish life – all will be treated with utmost care and 
returned to you; 
• your memories of parish events and people. Short 
interviews will be held and the committee would love you 
to share your reminiscences; 
• contact details of any former parishioners so that they 
can be invited to celebrate with us. 

Please contact the 50th Anniversary 
Planning Committee via Ruth at the 
Parish House on 9533 2594 or email 
olfpeak@bigpond.com.au 

Julia Goff, Anniversary 
Committee

A NIGHT OF 
REMEMBRANCE
On the night of 6 November, the lights 
were dimmed and our Remembrance 
Mass began. 

Four candle bearers entered the church 
and placed their candles among the 
other brightly lit candles on the altar, 
which looked peaceful and reflective in 
the dim light. 

Our theme for the night and all through November was 
‘Their light still shines’... and indeed it does.

On the pews were prayer cards to take home. These 
were prepared and printed by Ruth (bouquets to Ruth).

Once the candle bearers had left the altar, Fathers 
John and Moses processed down with Lynne Taylor 
(acolyte) and servers Sienna and Chloe and reader Emma 
Williams. Tony Girdler was the commentator and together 
they made those words sing. Talking about singing, the 
choir filled the church with beautiful song. Thank you to 
all of these good folk.

Father John gave one of his best homilies. It was 
meaningful as it was thought provoking and so true! 
Thank you as always to Frs John and Moses for your 
constant inspiration.

Then came our PowerPoint presentation... I don't think 
there would have been a dry eye. The songs selected 
were moving and the presentation was excellent, very 
excellent it was. Not sure if our English language will 
allow us to say ‘very excellent’ but it was very excellent! 
Thank you to Lynelle Lembryk who put in a lot of time 
and preparation in ensuring it was a top job... and it was!

Following Mass, Father John invited us to supper on the 
front veranda. Thank you to our Welcoming Group who 
always makes the best coffee. Finally, to our Liturgy 
Group who lay the seeds and ensure that all goes 
according to plan.

All in all, a very memorable night and a wonderful start 
to remember our loved ones and friends whose names 
appear on our Tree Of Remembrance, particularly 
throughout the month of November. 

John Vaux, Liturgy Team



PAGE 3

WE ARE ONE FAMILY!
The culmination of the Catechists’ year is the Annual 
Children’s Thanksgiving Mass which was held on 
Wednesday 18 November. 

The Mass is a wonderful opportunity for the families 
of children in the three local public schools to come 
together and celebrate their faith and their part in our 
Parish family. 

Catechist Co-ordinator, Evelyn Graham, involved as many 
of the students as possible in the Mass. A children’s choir, 
formed especially for the occasion, led the congregation 
in hymns including ‘One Family’, and the entrance 
procession featured a children’s Bible decorated with 
ribbons in the colours of Peakhurst South, Lugarno and 
Peakhurst West, carried by students from each school.

Other children took part as readers, saying Prayers of the 
Faithful and bringing up their work books as part of the 
Offertory procession. 

A highlight of the Mass was the performance of many 
of the younger students to the song ‘God’s Love’. The 
sea of waving hands and smiling faces proclaiming 
their understanding that God’s love is ‘higher than the 
highest mountain, deeper than the deepest sea, brighter 
than the brightest star’ and that ‘God loves me’ was a 
wonderful testament to the commitment of our parish 
Catechists in their weekly teaching.

Of course, every celebration needs a party and the 
supper following Mass was a welcome opportunity 
for parents to meet the Catechists and Fathers John 
and Moses. Many people contributed to making this a 
memorable night and we thank them all for being so 
willing to support this important ministry.

Julia Goff on behalf of the OLF Catechists.
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REPORTS FROM THE 
LENDING A HAND TEAM
Ride for Justice 
For the past three years, the Lending A Hand team has 
been helping out with breakfast for the Ride For  
Justice, which the 
Homicide Victims 
Support Group 
holds each year.

This year the 
ride left from 
the new Anita 
Cobby Memorial 
at Blacktown and 
made its way down 
to Parramatta Park 
via the site where 
policeman Bryson 
Anderson lost  
his life.

The Lending A 
Hand team arrived 
much earlier at Parramatta Park to set up morning tea 
for the riders when they arrived.

We had chocolate, banana and carrot cake, plenty of 
biscuits and freshly brewed tea and coffee.

When the 200+ motorbikes rolled in at about 11am the 
site was truly breathtaking.

The noise, the sheer number of bikes and the incredible 
comradery gave us all goose bumps.

We served the hungry riders and they all gave a 
generous gold coin donation for the morning tea.

The HVSG sold T-shirts and wrist bands. The mother of 
Doujon Zammit sold a book she had just written about 
her son’s story from Greece and the generosity of her 
family in donating his organs upon his untimely death.

Rotary cooked up a storm with a sausage sizzle and 
the kids were catered for with fairy floss, slushies and 
popcorn. Deb Cummins had a go at making the fairy floss 
(above) and Tony Thorpe had a go at eating it.

All the funds raised from this day will go towards  
Graces’ Place.

This is the dream of the HVSG to build a purpose built 
facility to offer counselling, support and services specific 
to children who have been affected by homicide. We first 
learned about this vision when Mary Cusumano, wife of 
the ‘Gamesman’ visited one of our LAH meetings a few 
years ago. 

This centre will be named after Anita Cobby’s mother, 
Grace Lynch.

It was as always a privilege for the Lending A Hand team 
and our parish to be associated with this special group. 

Emma Williams

Sisters of Charity Outreach  
The Lending A Hand team on behalf of our Parish 
recently donated $2,000 to the Sisters of Charity 
Outreach. In particular the area we were donating to was 
their Safe Haven program.

This service provides safe accommodation for up to four 
families of mothers and their children. A big expense of 
this program is resettling these families once they are 
ready to move on. Often they are fleeing a domestic 
violence situation with no possessions. This donation 
will help with the purchase of all the basic necessities of 
establishing a home.

On 25 September, Tony Thorpe and I were invited to a 
function at St Vincent’s Hospital. 

The Sisters of Charity were celebrating 25 years of 
their Outreach programs. Included in the evening was a 
photographic exhibition showing wonderful memories of 
all their work over the past 25 years in helping the needy. 

• Clinic Sister • Chemist Club  
Free Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Testing

REVLON • L’OREAL  
• DARRELL LEA • CALVIN KLEIN

Shop 11-14, 247 Belmore Road  
Riverwood South

Ph: 9534 2000 Fax: 9533 3096

RIVERWOOD  
PLAZA  

PHARMACY
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The Sisters of Charity celebrated 175 years of 
outstanding service to the needy in Australia in 2013.  
In addition to the Safe Haven and work with refugees 
some of the other services that Outreach provides 
include the following: 
- Country Care Link: Provides a no-cost transport service 
to country people who are attending medical visits or a 
hospital stay in Sydney; 
- Home Visit Program: Provides companionship and 
support to those who are frail, aged, disabled and 
socially isolated; 
- Court Support Service: Provides assistance to people 
attending several courts in Sydney offering a caring 
presence and light refreshments to people involved in the 
court system.

Tony and I had a most enjoyable evening celebrating 
their 25 years of service. We left in good spirits knowing 
that the donation from our parish would be a blessing to 
those who are desperately in need of help.

Paul Napier

Drought in Central Queensland

Try to put yourself in the situation described in this 
article to understand what it might be like, living in the 
desperate circumstances that currently exist on the land 
in central Queensland. 

This is just one example of a situation that is being 
repeated in the Queensland drought area.

In the last edition of The Bark, attention was drawn to 
the desperate conditions being experienced by people 
on the land in central Queensland, particularly around 
the town of Longreach. Lending A Hand, on behalf of the 
parish, recently provided $5,000 to St Brigid’s Drought 
Appeal. Our donation was to supply pre-paid cards and 
other support providing basic needs for people ‘doing it 

tough’. Below is an update provided by Rex 
Fegan, Drought Support Case Worker for 
Centacare – based in Longreach.

“Hi Tony,

Thursday afternoon I got the email below 
from Sally. On Friday afternoon I got to sit 
down with her and basically handed over 
$400 worth of Pre-paid Visa Cards and 
$200 worth of fuel cards plus $200 worth 
of IGA gift cards to help with groceries. 
Plus some food hampers, etc. I also took 
quite a few overdue accounts from her, 
which various drought groups will help with 
around town. Sorry no photo with Sally as 

she was very embarrassed about needing charity. 

Dear Rex, As per our conversation last week we are 
wondering what options are available for help with 
paying for utility bills. We are in a family partnership 
with my husband’s parents. At present, due to a lack of 
income due to the ongoing drought, we are all living in 
one house on the property. My mother-in-law has been 
unwell for some time, so my husband and I are caring 
for his parents as well. We also run a rural property and 
stock agency business of which has kept some money 
trickling in however this is getting harder and harder and 
with two families plus a mortgaged property living off 
this, it does not stretch far!

Above: Tony Thorpe, Paul Napier, Gina Foong and Joe Andary.

Continued on next page...
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We have just sold the last of our viable machinery to 
pay for the last interest instalment and are fast running 
out of options. At present we are talking to our lawyers 
about what options we may have going forward. Some of 
our outstanding accounts include: 
Telstra, Ergon, Longreach Foodworks, Palmers BP, Pro 
Tyres, Longreach Tyre Centre, Longreach Regional 
Council - legal action pending.

We would really love to have some help with these but in 
particular the local ones as they have been outstanding 
for some time. We would greatly appreciate any advice 
you may have.

Thank you very much. Sally

Anyway Tony, thanks again as your donation via  
St Brigid’s Parish is making its way to the right people in 
the bush. Cheers Rex”

Following is an extract from a Letter to the Editor from 
the Secretary of the P and C Committee of Longreach 
State School that appeared in the Longreach Leader. It 
was sent to us by Mary Bell, St Brigid’s Parish Drought 
Committee, to whom we sent our donation. 

On behalf of the Longreach State School community 
and the P and C committee members, I would like to 
extend our sincere thanks to some local community 
organisations for their generous donations to the 
Longreach State School and the student body over the 
course of 2015.

St Brigid’s Catholic Parish has donated $50 per student (a 
total of $11,000) earlier this year and this was credited to 
each student’s school resource scheme costs which has 
been able to help all families within the school community.

Additionally all students swimming pool entry fees for 
term four have been covered by donated funds from  
St Brigid’s parish (a total of $2,800) and families will 
receive a $50 voucher for each stuident’s books for 2016 
to be spent through local Longreach stationery suppliers 
- another $11,000.

Even though there has been recent rain in a number of 
the drought areas of NSW, there has still been no rain in 
Longreach. Whenever, and hopefully soon, there is rain 
in Longreach, it will be many years before things return 
to normal due to the length of this drought. I am pleased 
to report that as a result of the Lending A Hand report 
in the last edition of The Bark, there was at least one 
donation provided directly to St Brigid’s Drought Appeal 
by a parishioner of Our Lady Of Fatima.

Tony Thorpe

Bike collection

On the weekend of 18/19 October, the Lending A Hand 
team asked parishioners to donate unused bicycles that 
could be given to an organisation called Bikes4Life. 

Bikes4Life is a not-for-profit organisation that alleviates 
poverty and social injustice in Australia and overseas by 
recycling and restoring discarded bikes. With the simple 
gift of a bicycle, families can enhance their standard 
of living dramatically, especially those in marginalised 
impoverished communities.

Bikes4Life has transformed the lives of many families 
by widening employment opportunities, gaining easier 
access to remote sources of food and water and ensuring 
that children are able to regularly attend schools.

It is the mission of Bikes4Life to replace the cycle 
of poverty with a cycle of hope. We had a fantastic 
response from the community and were very happy with 
the number and condition of the bikes we received.

Here are a few words of thanks from Sara Roe of 
Bikes4Life Sydney:"I just wanted to say a huge thank 
you on behalf of Bikes4Life for collecting 22 bikes for 
us! They were all in great condition and will certainly be 
welcomed by their deserving recipients.

Please pass on our thanks to your lovely community."

Emma Williams
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Ebony and Ivory visit 
In early October, the Lending A Hand team scheduled 
one of our regular trips down to the Homicide Victims 
Support group houses, Ebony and Ivory, to give the 
places a face lift and spring clean.

As always, we had a group of about 20 willing volunteers 
who worked extremely hard scrubbing, painting, brick 
laying, mowing (I am certain Tom Ryan mowed for about 
6 hours straight – legend), planting, weeding, vacuuming 
and much more.

At the conclusion of the day, the places looked refreshed 
and loved and were ready to open their arms to those 
who need to find solace there.

This always proves to be a day of great satisfaction for 
all those involved who appreciate the importance and 
significance of these two very special houses, located in 
south of Sydney.

A big thank you to everyone who attended and a warm 
welcome is extended for next time to anyone who would 
like to join us.

Days like this remind me of the amazing community we 
live in.

Emma Williams

Mobile Blood Bank visits 
There was another great line up for the Red Cross Mobile 
Blood Bank in the grounds of our church on Monday 7 
and Tuesday 8 September.

The Blood Bank nurses were very happy with an overall 
number of 63 donations across the two days.

Working on the premise that each donation saves three 
lives, this is a staggering 189 people who were positively 
affected by our parish organising the Mobile Blood Bank 
to visit our grounds.

When I went to do my own donation, I was chatting 
to a manager from Club Rivers who brought a number 
of staff members to do a group donation. It's a great 
contribution from a club that is actively involved and 
gives so much to the community.

Giving blood is really easy. It is actually more difficult and 
longer to fill in the questionnaire!

The van returned to the grounds on 8 and 9 December 
and there was another great roll up.

If you have never donated before please consider having 
a go when the van returns next year.

Emma Williams

Wishing our local community a very Merry Christmas!

Club Rivers
32 Littleton St Riverwood

9533 3144  |  www.clubrivers.com.au
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OUT AND ABOUT...
Talk about tripping the light fantastic. Peter and Helen 
Cozzi spent four fabulous weeks in South Africa earlier 
this year. “It was amazing seeing the animals up so 
close,” said Peter, who was truly inspired by the trip. 
Before you knew it they were on a South Pacific Cruise 
with their family, and just a few weeks later they were on 
a road trip to Toowoomba in Queensland visiting family 
and friends along the way. Such busy people but always 
finding the time to help others in need. 

One of the jewels of our parish is Inez Mullen who is 
always willing to lend a hand. Another cruise is on the 
horizon for Inez in early December... ain’t cruising grand?

Tony and Kate MacDougal recently returned from a 
seven-week overseas trip in which they travelled to 
Corsica, spending time with their eldest son Greg who is 
currently living and working in London, and then on to 
Spain, Morocco and finally Portugal where they made a 
very special visit to Fatima.

During August/September Philip and Anna Cawte 
travelled through Africa, starting in Tanzania visiting the 
Ngorongoro Conservation Area and Serengeti National 
Park before moving on to the Masai Mara in Kenya, then 
down to Victoria Falls before visiting Chobe National Park 

and Okavango Delta in Botswana and Africa with two 
week bus tour from Johannesburg to Cape Town. What 
an amazing journey. (You can read about their visit to the 
School of St Jude on page 10).

David and Jenni Payne have not long returned from 
five weeks overseas where they toured Canada and the 
United States. During this time they spent 10 days with 
their son, Anthony and his wife, Rebecca in Houston, 
Texas. Not missing an opportunity to visit churches 
overseas, David was often emailing his findings to the 
Liturgy Team at OLF.

Whilst on the subject of Jenni and David, I am very 
pleased to report that they became grandparents for the 
first time on 4 September. Their son Matthew and his 
wife Jen presented them with a beautiful granddaughter, 
Emma Kit (to be known as Kit). Kit was born seven 
weeks premature but from all accounts she is doing 
exceptionally well. David and Jenni are so thrilled to be 
grandparents. On a much sadder note, Jenni recently lost 
her beloved father, Peter. Our sincere condolences.

All the rivers ran deep (almost) for the Thorpes, 
Buckleys and the Vauxs as they meandered their way 
up and down the Murray River in the most comfortable 
houseboat... home away from home it was! Always a fun 
time when they get together, if they weren’t running

Sydney Legal Advisers
For all business and commercial legal work

SLA also provides personal legal services including  
conveyancing, wills, estate work,  

estate planning in conjunction with financial planners 

We have two convenient locations:
117 York St, Sydney and 
155 Kyle Pde, Kyle Bay

T +61 (02) 9231 0203  F +61 (02) 9231 0141
0400 632 238 (John Fitzpatrick)

www.sydlegal.com.au

Our solicitors: John Fitzpatrick (BA, LLB, LLM, MHL, MBL) 
Joseph Fitzpatrick (B.Bus, LLB) and Helen Hall (BSAB)
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aground, someone was being locked in the bathroom 
or walking with mud caked feet up to their ankles to 
impress at Riverview winery. A barrel of laughs but 
totally relaxing... the Murray offers a beautiful and serene 
setting. Retirement can be ‘having the best time’. 

Congratulations to Emma Williams from the Parish, who 
received an Individual Volunteer Achievement Award at 
the St George Community Awards held on 12 November. 
Emma received the award for her work for the local 
community with the Foodies Market, Australian Red Cross 
Blood Service and the youth, as well as for her work for 
the broader community, as a member of the OLF Lending 
A Hand team, with the Homicide Victims Support Group, 
Mama Lana and Bikes4Life. Well done, Emma. 

John Vaux
Note: Since March 2001, Inez Mullen has been 
contributing to The Bark on a regular basis with the ‘Did 
You Know’ article, a very popular column about the ins 
and outs of the parish that you might not have heard. 
Inez has now retired, and as a mark of respect, we are 
also retiring the ‘Did You Know’ title. In its place is ‘Out 
And About’ by John vaux. A huge thank you goes to Inez 
for the many, many words she has written for The Bark. 
Inez – we are in awe of your energy, dedication, humility 
and graciousness.

WELCOME
In the last few months we have seen three members of 
our parish family welcomed into the Catholic Church.

Firstly, Rob Treharne was baptised, confirmed and given 
First Holy Communion by Father John on 19 July. His 
wife, Jan was by his side as his sponsor.

Then Dennis Day was welcomed in the same way on 
Sunday 4 October, with many of his family there to 
support him.

And then Torie Cooper, was welcomed as a Catholic with 
Michael O’Donnell as her sponsor, on Sunday  
15 November.

Already part of our 
parish family, all three 
are warmly welcomed as 
Catholics. 

Torie sent the following 
message:  
I want to take this 
opportunity to thank all 
of you for the countless 
ways in which you have 
shared your beautiful 
faith. Your deep love 
of the Church, with all 
its ups and downs, has 
touched my heart and supported me upon my spiritual 
journey, a journey I will now gladly walk alongside you 
all. I would also like to thank you for your kindness and 
prayers as I cared for my beloved grandmother during 
her terminal illness and subsequent passing. I am truly 
grateful for your love, spiritual guidance and friendship. 
May the peace of God be with you all.  
Torie Cooper

Left: Jan and Rob Treharne.  
Above: Dennis Day proudly holding his beautiful 

granddaughter Sophie. 
Middle: Dennis being baptised by Fr John.  

Bottom: Torie, centre with sponsor Michael and Fr John.  
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A VISIT TO SCHOOL 
OF ST JUDE
The School of St Jude is a charity funded school 
in Arusha, Tanzania providing a free, high quality 
primary and secondary education for over 1900 
children. Students and staff of all faiths are 
welcome and encouraged to celebrate their 
cultural richness and diversity. Students qualify 
by living in poverty and possessing strong 
academic potential, however with thousands of 
applications, less than 1% become students.

As well as a high quality education, the school 
provides the students with nourishing food, 
fresh water and annual medical checks. It also 
provides transport every day for students and 
teachers on their fleet of buses. During our time 
at St Jude’s we had a ride on the bus that Our Lady Of 
Fatima previously sponsored, named Twiga (Giraffe).

The school employs over 400 Tanzanians as teachers, 
administrators, cleaners, gardeners, bus drivers, 
tradesmen and maintenance staff. We had the 
opportunity to meet Kashai Elisa, a teacher our church 
had previously sponsored. He asked us to pass on his 
thanks. Also the school purchases essential goods from 
local people which helps support the local economy.

Our tour included visits to well-resourced libraries, art 
and music centres, computer and science laboratories 
as well as the boarding houses for upper primary and 
secondary students. The boarding houses cater for over 
1200 and has electricity, and running water to provide a 
safe, hygienic place to learn and play.

Other aspects of our visit were sharing lunch with 
students and staff of the Lower Primary campus and a 
home visit to a Grade 2 Student and her family.

We met Gemma (founder) on two occasions, the first 
when she picked us up at the Airport shortly after 
midnight to take us to our accommodation before 
commencing our Safari. The second time she took time 
out of her busy schedule to explain to us and another 
couple from Victoria on what was next for St Jude’s.

The students from the School’s first Graduation Class 
in 2014 are currently performing a year of community 
service before starting tertiary education. We met two of 
them while visiting a nearby government school, where 
they help out. Gemma and her team are looking at ways 
to help provide the graduates the opportunity to go onto 
tertiary education or training within Africa.  

Our trip was organised through “Safaris-r-us” a company 
run by Gemma and her husband Richard and would 

recommend anyone planning to visit East Africa to 
contact them.

Philip and Anna Cawte

Postscript: We have just received news that Gemma is 
visiting Australia in March 2016, and she will be bringing 
one of the students from the first graduating class of 
2014 with her. Dates and venues are still being finalised, 
however if further information is required, you can 
either go to the School of St Jude’s website and click 
on Event Calendar or contact the St Jude’s Australian 
representative by email: australia@schoolofstjude.org

NEWS FROM THE 
LEADERSHIP TEAM
Finance: The Parish has recently been successful 
in gaining a grant from the Federal Government of 
approximately $8,000 as a contribution to the costs 
of roof repairs to the Parish Hall and Parish House. 
Our sincere thanks to our Federal Member, Mr David 
Coleman, for supporting this grant to our Parish. The 
Parish has also applied for a Grant from the State 
Government through our State Member, Mr Mark Coure.

Peak Youth: The fortnightly Friday night meetings for 
Years 7-9 from 6-8pm and Years 9-12 from 7.30-9.30pm 
are well attended. The discos held on the weekend of 
21/22 August were very successful. Thank you to Josh 
Taylor, Youth Group Leader, and Anne-Maree, Youth 
Group Coordinator, for their good work with our youth.

Foodies Street Markets: The Markets continue 
to be very popular with the local community. About 
5,000 people attended the markets in October. The 
Development Application submitted by Krisari Food 

Above: Philip, Kashai and Anna.
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Market Pty. Ltd. for the Markets is under consideration by 
Hurstville City Council. Subject to approval, the Markets 
would be held fortnightly on a Friday, 3-9pm. The Parish 
earns a fee for the site rental, as well as money from the 
sale of drinks at the OLF stall. Club Rivers, Riverwood, 
has recently approached the Parish, generously offering 
to sponsor the stall by buying the drinks to be sold.

Church Refurbishment Works: The newly stained 
floors and pews and the new carpet make such a 
difference to the church! The Leadership Team wishes to 
thank all parishioners who assisted in any way with the 
project. Special thanks to Bob Barisic who arranged and 
supervised the contract work.

50th Anniversary of the Parish: As reported 
previously, celebrations for the Anniversary are planned 
for the weekend of 14/15 May 2016 with a formal dinner 
at Club Central, Menai on Saturday night and a special 
Parish Mass at 9.15am Sunday. So mark these dates on 
your 2016 Calendar! More details to come.

Communications: The Parish Census and Community 
Survey 2015 carried out on the weekends of 21/22 and 
28/29 November will be reviewed by the Leadership 
Team and Communications Ministry and a brief report 
provided to the Parish in the new year. Information 
collected will be used by the Leadership Team to set a 
new vision and direction for the Parish.

Thank you to all the parishioners who have contributed 
to the running of our Parish this year.

The Leadership Team

SUPPORTING THE 
BARK ADVERTISERS
We have a number of people/organisations that help to 
defray the costs of producing our parish magazine by 
advertising in The Bark. 

While their motivation is most likely considered a 
donation on their part, in my view we should show 
support by using them when we need their services. By 
doing so we reward them for their support of the parish, 
but this also provides us with a source that we can have 
some confidence in, rather than randomly selecting 
someone from the Yellow Pages or other place.

My family recently needed to sell a property at Bexley 
North and I understood that Ray White had significant 
coverage in the area. Coincidently, a short time 
beforehand, I was calling parishioners to advise that they 
had won prizes in the Lending A Hand Mother’s Day raffle 
and one of the prize winners was Joe Pizzolato. 

I later recalled Joe’s name in an advertisement in The 
Bark for Ray White. Subsequently, I contacted Joe and 
he handled the sale of the property, which was auctioned 
in August this year. Everything went like clockwork and 
I expect that we received the same service that anyone 
who used Joe would have received. However, I was 
comfortable that we were dealing with someone that I 
had some connection with through the parish.

The sale of a property, like other major things in our 
lives, is a significant event and you want to be sure that 
everything is done as well as possible. I can recommend 
Joe to anyone who has a similar need to ours, and I am 
confident that other advertisers in The Bark would be as 
professional as Joe.

So, I encourage parishioners when they have a need 
for services such as those provided by our advertisers, 
to make use of the supporters of our parish. It can be a 
two-way deal that benefits both, in that the advertiser 
obtains business but the user obtains a service that they 
can have confidence in. 

Please check out the services advertised so that when 
you have a need, you will make use of and support  
The Bark advertisers. 

Tony Thorpe

Support your 
local agent 
residing in 
Peakhurst 

Heights

Servicing Peakhurst,  
Peakhurst Heights, Lugarno  

and surrounding suburbs
Joe Pizzolato    0403 488 487  

Email: joe.pizzolato@raywhite.com 
Web: raywhitestgeorge.com 

233 Kingsgrove Road, Kingsgrove 
305 Bexley Road, Bexley North 

 
Two Prominent Offices, One Dynamic Team 

Kingsgrove & Bexley North
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LITURGY LINES
Seven children from our Parish – Cara Bristow, Tristan 
Dogao, Lucy Finn, Laura Ippolito, James Keeling, 
Christian Signorelli and Mitchell Woods – were welcomed 
as new Altar Servers on 23 August. Congratulations to 
the children and a big thank you to Jenni Payne for again 
conducting the Altar Servers Training Course.

The Feasts of St Mary of the Cross (Mary MacKillop) 
and the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary were 
celebrated on Saturdays 8 and 15 August respectively.

Forty-four children were confirmed by Bishop Terry Brady 
on Sunday, 30 August. It was a lovely Mass thanks to the 
work of our dedicated Sacramental Team.

National Day for Migrants and Refugees was also 
celebrated on the weekend of 29/30 August.

Father’s Day was celebrated with a special presentation 
as a dedication to all fathers and grandfathers, and 
portraits made by some of the children were placed on 
the church walls. Thank you to Children’s Liturgy.

Social Justice Sunday was celebrated on 26/27 
September with a presentation by Lending A Hand on the 
work of the Parish in helping the wider community.

The Church Refurbishment Works carried out in 
September and October have very much enhanced 
the interior of the church. Thank you from the Liturgy 
Committee to everyone involved.

All Saints Day and All Souls Day were celebrated at 
reflective Masses on 1 and 2 November respectively.

A special Remembrance Mass for our departed relatives 
and friends was celebrated on 6 November. Special 
thanks to Lynelle Lembryk for arranging the beautiful 
Reflection PowerPoint (See the report on page 2).

The Church Year ended on 22 November with the 
Feast of Christ the King. The new Church Year, Year C, 
commenced with the First Sunday of Advent on  
29 November.

World Aids Day and International Day for People with 
Disabilities was celebrated on 1 and 3 December 
respectively.

Our Advent Reconciliation Paraliturgy will be held on 
Monday, 14 December.

Following approaches by some parishioners, the 
Leadership Team has asked the Liturgy Committee to 
investigate the distribution of communion under both 
kinds, on a trial basis, in the new year. Further details will 
be provided in the Bulletin in February.

Next year, we look forward to celebrating the 50th 
Anniversary of our Parish – 12 May 2016.

The Liturgy Committee would like to thank everyone 
involved in making our liturgies special. Thank you for 
giving so generously of your time in so many ways.

David Payne, Liturgy Committee

FRIENDSHIP GROUP
Our little group is going well with 24 guests and 10 
helpers who generously donate biscuits, cakes and 
sandwiches for morning tea and lunch each fortnight.

We meet every second Thursday from 10am to 1pm. 
Transport is available if required. Card games and board 
games are played and bingo is played every six weeks 
with small prizes for the winners, or just come along and 
meet new friends and have a chat. 

If interested please ring Helen 9153 5074.

Helen Cozzi

WINCHESTER, LONNON & KLEIN  
- Chartered Accountants - 

Corporate And Personal Taxation Specialists 

Peter J Winchester ACA 
Also offering Investment, Retirement, Insurance, Superannuation,  

Mortgage Elimination and Leasing Services with 
Professional Investment Services P/L 

ABN 11074608558 FINANCIAL PLANNERS AFS Licence No 234951

Tom Ryan MAppFin BSc DipEd DipFinPlan CFP 
617-621 Forest Rd, Bexley NSW 2207. Ph: (02) 8567 6333 Fax: (02) 9587 1176
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REFLECTING ON 
FAMILY HISTORY
Jenni and I recently returned from a holiday to Canada 
and the USA.

Before leaving on the trip, my brothers reminded me that 
our grandparents had been married in Toronto, Canada 
at the Catholic Cathedral.

We knew some of our grandparents’ story from our 
father’s own life story “Reflections On A Very Good Life” 
written when he was 83 years old.

My grandmother, Francis Mary Dalby, was born in 
Hamrun, Malta on 13 June 1891 and died on 22 August 
1987, aged 96 years. My grandfather, Albert Charles 
Payne, was born in Ipswich, England on 6 March 1889 
and died on 2 January 1972, aged 82 years. He was a 
carpenter.

Nana was a skilled exponent of Maltese pillow lace and 
met Granddad in London when she was demonstrating 
the art, which I understand is a very complicated craft.

They fell in love... as happens!

Having found the love of his life, Granddad decided to set 
off to make his fortune. He left England for Canada on 
the understanding that he would send for Nana when the 
time was right.

It should be noted that Nana was from a well-to-do 
family. She had a governess to educate her. Her father 
managed the British Hotel in Valletta, Malta, which still 
exists, having been rebuilt after World War II. Nana was 
rather a rebel for the time, being the first woman in 
Malta to attend a football match, sitting in the Governor’s 
box and being driven home in the Governor’s carriage. 
Also, she was the first woman to ride a bicycle in Malta, 
so family folklore says!

Anyway back to the “love story”... time went by, with 
Nana not receiving a word from Granddad!

Some time later, while looking through a drawer in her 
parents’ bedroom, Nana found a pile of love letters from 
Granddad hidden by her parents.

Without delay, she packed her bags and eloped to 
Canada! She really was a woman ahead of her time!

My grandparents were married in Toronto at St Michael’s 
Cathedral in early 1914 and had their honeymoon at 
Niagara Falls.

On our trip, Jenni and I found St Michael’s (pictured) – a 
beautiful church! It was undergoing major renovations 
and, unfortunately, we could not enter the building.

St Michael’s was built in 1845-60, primarily financed 

by Irish immigrants who resided in the area. It was 
dedicated to St Michael the Archangel. Nearby is  
St Michael’s Hospital operated by the Sisters of  
St Joseph who came in 1892 to care for people during 
the diphtheria epidemic.

We also visited Niagara Falls – an amazing sight –  
which 101 years later is still signposted “The Honeymoon 
Capital of the World”!

David Payne

Advertise your Business
Support The Bark, Support the Parish.

It’s good value. Supply your own ad or we can do it for you.
Contact Dominic Alati   domalati@hotmail.com   Ph 0402 131 072



PAGE 14

CANONISATION  
OF CHARLES  
GORDON O’NEILL
Charles Gordon O’Neil was born in Glasgow in 1828. 
He was an engineer who at the age of 23 joined the 
St Vincent De Paul Society. He was elected president 
and led the Society in the Western Districts of Scotland 
between 1859 and 1863. Charles moved to New Zealand 
in 1863 and became one of the foremost civic engineers 
in the colony. He was also a colonial parliamentarian 
there from 1866 to 1875.

At the request of the Society’s French President-General, 
Charles came to Sydney to re-establish the Society that 
had floundered here. With the help of the Marist Fathers 
he established a conference at Church Hill and served as 
President for 10 years. It was from here that he worked 
among the poor and destitute of the Colony. 

By the time he resigned there were 20 active 
conferences with over 300 members undertaking 11,000 
visits to the needy annually.

Charles continued his charitable work with the help of 
his unmarried siblings. He remained a bachelor and 
was dogged by destitution even though he continued to 
practice as an engineer and architect. His own sacrifices 
borne through his selfless service to the poor and 
destitute left him and his brother John in poverty. He 
was regarded as both a heroic and tragic and died in  
St Vincent’s Hospital on 8 November 1900 at the age of 
72. He was buried in Rookwood Cemetery. In 1961 in 
accordance with his wishes his remains were moved to 
the Society’s burial plot for the destitute in company of 
those he served so well.

The Society is seeking to have Charles Gordon O’Neill 
canonised and has asked that we all say the following 
prayer to that end.

Prayer for the Canonisation  
of Charles Gordon O’Neill

Charles Gordon O’Neill was your faithful witness of the 
Gospel in giving profound compassionate service to 
those experiencing great hardship. 
You inspired him to alleviate poverty and injustice and 
endowed him with untiring generosity in the service of all 
in need. 

He envisioned a network of charity encircling this country 
and instilling Blessed Frederic Ozanam’s spirit of love, 
humility and courage. 
His prophetic social vision for struggling people reflects 
his heroic virtues of charity, prayer and love of the 
Eucharist. 
We thank you Lord, for those many gifts and ask, if it 
is your will, that the holiness of your faithful servant 
Charles soon be recognised by your Church. 
We pray especially for (name or your special intention) 
Through the intercession of Charles Gordon O’Neill 
We make this prayer through Jesus Christ, Our Lord.
Amen

ARTICLES FOR THE BARK 
Relevant contributions for The Bark are welcome. All 
articles should have a relevance to our church. Articles 
should be emailed to: domalati@hotmail.com or left at 
the Parish House with your name and contact details. 
Articles left anonymously will not be accepted. 

We prefer articles you have written yourself, and they 
will receive priority. Reprinting articles from other 
publications and the internet is a breach of copyright 
and cannot be used unless you have received approval. 
Likewise, articles in The Bark are not to be used 
elsewhere without permission from the editor or author.

Articles should be no more than 300 words. Pictures 
help your article and make it more likely to be read. We 
encourage you to send articles and/or pictures of events 
directly related to our parish, or key events in the lives of 
our parishioners. 

Articles are published and edited at the editor’s discretion 
and no guarantee can be given that an article will appear. 

Opinions on church issues are welcome. Opinions 
expressed in articles are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of The Bark, Our Lady of Fatima, 
Peakhurst or the Catholic Church. 

Please support our advertisers without whose generous 
assistance The Bark would not be printed.

Advertise your Business
Support The Bark, Support the Parish.

It’s good value. Supply your own ad or we can do it for you.
Contact Dominic Alati   domalati@hotmail.com   Ph 0402 131 072
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FUNNIES 

If God sneezes 
when you meet 
him, what do you 
say?

----------------------

When I was a kid I 
used to pray every 
night for a new 
bike, until I realised 
the Lord doesn’t 
work that way.

So I stole one 
and asked Him to 
forgive me instead. 

----------------------

So Jesus turned 
water into wine... I turned a whole student loan into 
Vodka once. 

----------------------

Did Noah include termites on the ark?

----------------------

Some people don’t realise that the Ten Commandments 
aren’t multiple choice!

----------------------

My church welcomes all denominations...  
tens, twenties, fifties...

----------------------

One thing about a church, you’re never too bad to come 
in and you’re never too good to stay out!

----------------------

Signs you grew up Catholic

You never understood why they had to put so much 
legwork into one mass... Stand, sit, stand, kneel, stand, 
kneel again, sit, stand, kneel...

You were sadly overlooked while extending the sign  
of peace.

You felt really awkward in your first communion getup…

…and then were constantly reminded of it when your 
parents decorated your house with the photos.

Those times you forgot where your family was sitting 
walking back from communion.

Every time you heard “May the force be with you,” you 
responded, “And also with you.”

Holy water became the ultimate cure to any ailment.

Fillet-O-Fish became the meal of choice during Lent.

Your children’s books were a mix of Little Golden Books 
and biblical stories.

Altars weren’t just in church, they were in several parts 
of your home.

You said “Thanks be to God” with real meaning when the 
priest said “The mass is ended, go in peace.”

There’s a saint for every problem.

Going to a non-catholic wedding and immediately being 
surprised by how fast it was over.

Awkwardly trying to figure out how you’re going to kneel 
when the person in front of you is sitting.

You have to stop yourself from genuflecting when 
entering a row of seats, like in a movie theatre.

You know how to fundraise and sell stuff like a boss. 
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CATHOLIC CHURCH PEAKHURST 
PARISH OF OUR LADY OF FATIMA

825 FOREST ROAD PEAKHURST 2210 

Parish Priest: Fr John Crothers Assistant: Fr Moses Kim 
Parish Secretary: Ruth Bargarey – PH: 9533 2594 – Fax: 9533 5908

Email: olfpeak@bigpond.com.au  – Web: www.ourladyoffatima.com.au

 

LITURGIES 
Saturday Vigil: 5pm Sunday: 9:15am and 6pm. Wednesday and Friday: 9:30am Mass followed by Rosary.

SACRAMENTAL SCHEDULE 
Baptism: 10:30am 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Contact Parish House for details. 
Marriage: Six months notice required. Contact Parish House for details. 
Anointing: Any time day 9533 2594 or night 9580 1310. 
Reconciliation: Saturday 4:30pm.
 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
David Payne, Emma Williams, Camille Philips, Bob Barisic, Francesca Guidotto, Chris Bounds. 

THE BARK 
Dominic Alati 0402 131 072 domalati@hotmail.com
Thanks to the following people who help produce The Bark: John Vaux, Donna Ryan-Alati, Lynelle Lembryk,  
Ruth Bargarey, Fr John, Fr Moses, the Leadership Team, the Finance Team, those who contributes articles,  
advertisers and supporters.

SAVE THE DATE

Celebrate our 50th Anniversary
Dinner Dance  

Saturday 14 May 2016 at Club Menai

Anniversay Mass  
Sunday 15 May 2016 celebrated by Bishop Terry Brady

More surprises to be announced


