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TONY SCORES 
PRIESTLY ROLE
Parishioner Tony Girdler will be appearing in the musical 
MacKillop, the stage show about the life of Australia’s 
first saint.

Playing the part of Father Horan, Tony says his role 
is somewhat of a villain in the story as he forces the 
Bishop’s hand in Mary’s excommunication.

The premiere season of MacKillop is being staged by 
the Catholic production company Artes Christi and was 

created by 
Xavier Brauwer. 
100% of the 
profits from 
MacKillop will 
go to the Mary 
MacKillop 
Canonisation 
Appeal.

The cast are 
performing on a 
voluntary basis, 
and will even 
pay their own 
way when they 
take the show 
to Melbourne.

Acclaimed 
Australian 
soprano Joanna 
Cole has scored 
the prized role 
of Mary.

Tony is a veteran 
of stage and 
screen in Australia 
and New Zealand. 
He has appeared 
in many TV 
commercials and 
TV shows including 
Water Rats. His 
extensive theatre 
experience includes 
Shakespeare and 
several musicals.

Tony is a key 
member of the 
church choir, 
regularly acts as commentator at Sunday morning 
Mass, and has a hand in our church’s wonderful flower 
arrangements.

Tony also sings each Saturday evening at Mass at 
Brighton parish, which is where he moved from about 
four years ago. He does concerts with the San Souci 
Choir at nursing homes and started a singing group at 
Peakhurst Retirement Village.

He has two daughters, one of which is also an actor, 
recently appearing in Brilliant Lies with the Rockdale 
Guild Theatre.

The MacKillop musical runs in Sydney at the Seymour 
Centre from 1 to 9 October, then travels to Melbourne  
for 23 and 24 October.

Blessed Mary Mackillop will be officially canonised in 
Rome on 17 October.

Dominic Alati
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FATHER’S DAY
The Children’s Liturgy Team did a wonderful job, 
organising many of the children of the parish to take 
part in a special Mass for Father’s Day on Saturday 4 
September.

The children did the readings, and also performed to a 
song, Carry Me On Your Shoulders by John Burland.

After Mass, the Leadership Team, the Welcoming 
Committee and Lending A Hand all worked together to 
put on the Father’s Day barbecue.

While intended as an opportunity for the Parish to get 
together for a fun night, it was also the culmination of a 
fund raising activity by Lending A Hand on behalf of the 
Matthew Talbot Hostel, an activity of St Vincent de Paul.

A raffle was held and tickets started selling a week ahead 
at all Masses.

With the raffle and proceeds from the night, around 
$1,800 was raised which will be sent to the hostel.

A large number of parishioners journeyed down to the 
Hall after the 5pm Mass to enjoy chicken and sausage 
sandwiches that the Leadership Team cooked and 

 
served, along with wine and soft drinks. The Parish 
provided the food while a gold coin collection was taken 
up which was included in the proceeds going to the 
Matthew Talbot Hostel.

There were lots of children and they combined with their 
dads to participate in an egg (ping pong ball) & spoon 
race, heads & tails games and balloon races.

There were also children and adults’ coin toss 
competitions, with the closest to the bottle winning  
the prizes.

Tea, coffee and cakes were served, and then the raffle 
was drawn, the 1st prize being two tickets to the Ben Hur 
extravaganza at Olympic Stadium. All up there were 11 
prizes in the raffle.

Thanks to all who attended and participated in the night 
and for all parishioners who generously supported the 
raffle. Also, thank you to the many people who combined 
to put the night together.

Tony Thorpe
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Lending A Hand
would like to thank the following 

sponsors for their  
generous support of the 

Mother’s Day Raffle
Oatley Nails, Oatley Parade, Oatley

Bernadette’s Skin Care & Beauty Centre,  
Penshurst Street, Penshurst

St George Masonic Club

Grandviews Bowling & Recreation Club

Club Central, Hurstville

Beauty by Nature, Park Street, Peakhurst

Galluzzo’s Pharmacy, Riverwood

…and Fathers Day
Bay Blu Seafood Restaurant,  

Princes Highway, Tom Uglys Point

Wine from Frank Moschella,  
Ferndale Gardens, Mortdale
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CATHY HAMER
Cathy Hamer was a much loved member of our parish for 
many years. She was a dedicated woman who devoted 
a great deal of her life to helping children through 
education and sport. 

Cathy worked as an additional needs teacher at Minooka 
Pre-school and she gave her time helping children in 
sport. She was a long-time committee member and 
coach at the St George Little Athletics.

Cathy died in 2007 
after a long battle with 
illness, but she is fondly 
remembered. 

The JORG Freedom 
Runners (Jim Owens 
Running Group) hold 
an annual fun run 
through Oatley Park in 
May. The first placed 
female is awarded the 
‘Cathy Hamer Memorial 
Trophy’. 

In May this year, Cathy’s family and some staff from 
Minooka were at Oatley for the presentation of the trophy.

It is wonderful that Cathy is remembered and honoured 
in this way.

JOY FOR THE DOWDS
On the Feast of the Assumption, 15 August, Maureen and 
John Dowd were presented with their sixth grandchild, 
their first grandson to go with their five beautiful 
granddaughters. Baby Declan Joseph Muldoon is pictured 
below with his proud grandparents.

GALLUZZO’S WINS 
BUSINESS OF THE YEAR
In July, Galluzzo’s Pharmacy at Riverwood was named 
most outstanding business at ‘The Leader Business 
Awards’.

It is due recognition for Sam Galluzzo and his team for 
the expert service they provide instore, not to mention 
the wholehearted support they offer the community.

Galluzzo’s have two shopfronts in Riverwood, one in the 
plaza and one on Belmore Road. Sam said both stores 
will take it in turns to show off the trophy because he 
believes it belongs to all his 45 staff members.

“The award shows that we, as a pharmacy, are doing 
something right for the community,” Sam said. “The 
award is for everybody who works here.”

Congratulations to the team at Galluzzo’s.

Sam Galluzzo and some of the staff are pictured.

Shop 11-14, 247 Belmore Road Riverwood South
Ph: 9534 2000 Fax: 9533 3096
• Clinic Sister • Chemist Club  

Free Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Testing
 

REVLON • L’OREAL • DARRELL LEA • CALVIN KLEIN

GALLUZZO’S RIVERWOOD  
PLAZA PHARMACY

Advertise your business in The Bark
It’s good value. Supply your own ad or we can do it for you.
Contact Dominic Alati   domalati@hotmail.com   Ph 0402 131 072
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LITURGY LINES
Fifty-three children received their First Holy Communion 
on the weekend of 19/20 June. Our thanks to the 
Sacramental Team for their great efforts in preparing  
the children.

National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday  
was held on 4 July with special prayers for our 
indigenous people.

Bible Sunday was held on 25 July with the Bible as a 
focus in the sacred space in front of the altar.

The Feast of Blessed Mary MacKillop was held on  
8 August. A special song was played which has been 
composed for her canonisation.

National Day for Migrants and Refugees was held on  
29 August.

On Sunday, 29 August, 41 children from our Parish were 
confirmed by Bishop Julian Porteous. It was great to see 
the church packed to the rafters for the event. Again, 
we must thank the Sacramental Team for their efforts in 
preparing the children and the liturgy.

Thank you to the Children’s Liturgy Group for making 
Father’s Day such a wonderful celebration. The Blessing 

Prayer and the presentation of the John Burland song 
Carry Me On Your Shoulders were very touching.

There are a number of special Sundays in the coming 
months, as follows:

Social Justice Sunday (26 Sept); 
Respect Life Sunday (3 Oct); 
Students’ Masses (9/10 Oct); 
World Mission Day (24 Oct); 
Feast of Christ the King (21 Nov); and 
First Sunday of Advent (28 Nov).

The Anniversary of the Parish Church is on 13 October.  
A Rosary for Peace to be held in the homes of 
parishioners is planned for this date.

A Remembrance Mass is to be held on the evening of 
Friday, 5 November to commemorate our loved ones who 
have passed away.

All ministers, please check your roster each week for the 
times you are on. If you are unavailable for your rostered 
time, please make arrangements with someone else. 
Readers and commentators, please use your ‘Break Open 
the Word’ to prepare for your reading at Mass.  

David Payne  
for the Liturgy Team

WHY NOT JOIN US? 

Grandviews has further added to the comfort and convenience of 
our members with the purchase of a club courtesy bus. The bus 

takes away the worry of getting to and from the club.  
Initially operating Thursday, Friday and Saturday, in due course the 

bus will be used Sunday, and in fact every day will be likely.

Grandviews has so much to offer. The clubhouse and function 
rooms have been recently refurbished. So too the sports lounge 

complemented by the new TAB and TV monitors.

The beverages from the bar are unsurpassed and our wines will enhance the wonderful meals served in 
our restaurant. Regular features are the Thursday night Members’ Badge Draw and the Friday Monster 

Meat Raffle and the recently introduced Sunday Meat Raffle.

Representative Players have pronounced Grandviews Greens the best in the metropolitan area,  
so why not join up for membership now. Free coaching is available.

JOIN NOW
Social Membership is $7 for one year, Social Membership $14 for three years  

or Bowling Membership is $60 per year.
 

– For the information of members and guests –

821 Forest Road, Peakhurst NSW 2210, Ph: 9533 2255 
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A LETTER OF THANKS
After a long three months in hospital involving two 
operations on my right hip, I am happy to say I am home 
and recovering well. I still attend Calvary Rehabilitation 
Hospital twice each week for therapy.

I would like to thank the many friends of our family 
community from OLF parish for the kind messages, 
personal phone calls and visits, and most of all for the 
prayers. To know that prayers and thoughts are with you 
when you are sick is really a great source of strength.

When you are in hospital for a long time it gives you time 
to think and reflect on the important things of life. The 
staff at Calvary showed such a compassion for the sick...
truly wonderful.

There were many patients, younger and older than me, 
who were much sicker than I was and needed prayers 
and strength from the holy spirit. As patients we met 
together at different times and it was important that we 
drew strength from one another and from our God. We 
would often refer to the words of our saviour: “Be not 
afraid, as I am with you”.

Tony Galluzzo

DID YOU KNOW
Kevin and Denise McKiernan recently had the pleasure 
of celebrating the wedding of their son Sean to Steffani 
Thompson. It was a very joyous and happy occasion  
and was celebrated in the garden of Vaucluse House  
with the reception at Doltone House, Pyrmont. Steffani 
looked beautiful in pale cream satin made in simple 
lines with a sweetheart neckline trimmed with organza 
flouncing and a short train. Sean also looked handsome 
in black suit with white shirt and white satin tie. The 
happy couple spent their honeymoon visiting France, 
Italy and America.

Congratulations to new grandparents Sue and Brian 
Roberts whose daughter Julianne gave birth to a 
bouncing baby girl, 8lb 10oz, Ava Catherine. Both 
mother and daughter are doing well, as well as Clint, the 
father, who was present at the birth. There will be great 
celebrations in the Roberts household. Congratulations 
once again.

The ladies of the Catholic Women’s League held their 
Fashion Parade on Friday, 17 September at 7.30pm in the 
Parish Hall. More news about this will be in the next issue 
of The Bark.

Lauren and Michaela would love to welcome you to  
Botanica Spa and offer you a Special 20% discount  
on your first treatment. (*Not valid for product purchases.) 

Or simply drop by and visit while enjoying a complimentary 
Aveda Comforting Tea, caffeine free and 100% organic.

SPECIALReceive 20% off your first treatment*
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Thanks also to Fathers John and Van for being there for 
the children.

The first photo (left) is of Alyssa Cogle and Blake 
McCarren, both students from St Joseph’s Riverwood.

The second (below left) features Georgia Estephan, Ava 
Puckeridge, Kate Allison and Charlotte Farr. The third 
photo (above) is of Ava Puckeridge, Charlotte Farr, Kate 
Allison and Harry Farr.

Congratulations to all the children.

ST MARY’S RE-UNION
On Saturday evening 28 August, a re-union was held for 
former students of St Mary’s Star of the Sea, Hurstville. 
The re-union included girls from the primary and 
associated secondary schools, including St Joseph’s and 
Bethany College.

Spotted at the event were several parishioners, including 
Maria Vaux, Helen Cozzi and Donna Ryan-Alati.

Congratulations to our wonderful secretary, Ruth 
Meagher, who has announced her engagement to Kevin 
Bargery. We wish the couple great happiness in their 
future life together.

Also congratulations to Vince Lemon who recently 
became a great-grandfather for the first time with the 
birth of Isabelle Lauren Solomons.

Our sympathy goes to Dennis O’Brien and his family on 
the death of his beautiful wife, and their mother, Monica. 
Monica and Dennis made a great couple and were well-
known in the parish. May she rest in peace.

Inez Mullen

FIRST HOLY 
COMMUNION 2010

First Holy Communion is always one of the great 
celebration weekends of our parish. As usual, the 
Sacramental Team did a wonderful job preparing the  
53 children across three Masses on 19 and 20 June.  

 
 

Peakhurst  
Garden Centre  

your local nursery 
Come and see us for all your  

gardening needs
 

Expert advice 7 days a week  
Special orders on request 

Delivery available 
Landscaping Service available  
Come in for an espresso coffee 

Competitive pricing and friendly staff  
Come and see the difference

874 Forest Road Peakhurst 
Ph 9533 4239

Email sales@peakhurstgardencentre.com.au
Mon to Sat 8:30am - 5pm. Sun 9am - 4pm.
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CONFIRMATIONS 2010
On a beautiful sunny day, 29 August, 41 children made 
their Confirmation at Our Lady of Fatima. 

Bishop Julian Porteous presided over the Confirmations in 
front of a packed church.

Among the many parents, friends and teachers present 
was parishioner Tony King. Tony is one of the parish 
Catechists, and proudly watched 11 of his students make 
their Confirmation.

Also present were 
teachers from  
St Joseph’s Riverwood 
where most of the 
children go to school. 

Congratulations to the 
Sacramental Team 
for once again doing 
a great job preparing 
the children for their 
Confirmation.

On this page are 
scenes from the 
day, including 
Bishop Porteous, the 
beautifully decorated 
altar, just a few of the 
Confirmed children  
and the talented 
musicians and singers.
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The next generation in aged care

Now 
open

Ferndale Gardens has been designed to provide lifestyle assistance and care in a 
comfortable, well appointed environment. Our emphasis is to maintain the dignity and 
independence of each individual within a personal and homelike atmosphere.

Professional qualified staff ensure residents receive the best nursing and personal care,  
24 hours a day.

We are committed to the philosophy of ageing in place and offer: 
High level care   Low level care 
Dementia specific care  Respite care

Design features
• Café / library
• Hairdressing salon
• Gymnasium
• Cinema / kiosk
• Function room
• Consultants room
• Reflection room
• Residents laundry
• Luxury mini bus
• Mini bowling green
• Mini golf

Quality services

Our on-site qualified chefs 
prepare quality, nutritious 
meals daily.

Other services include 
hairdressing, physiotherapy, 
speech therapy, tai chi, 
podiatry, diversional therapy, 
social activities, religious 
services, bus and shopping 
outings.

Suite features
• Generous single or twin 

suites with private ensuite
• Furnished in an elegant 

home-like style
• Fully air-conditioned
• Wall mounted televisions
• Kitchenette with bar 

fridge
• Electric beds
• Private telephone access
• Internet access

Brand new affordable luxury  
in the heart of the St George area

Ferndale Gardens  33 jersey Avenue Mortdale NSW 2223 
Enquiries: 0415 833 288 or 02 8080 3851 

George Fotoulis – Director of Nursing  Phone: 02 9570 5555  Fax: 02 9580 9517 
Email: enquiries@ferndalegardens.com.au  Website: www.ferndalegardens.com.au

Trinity Management Services in conjunction with the Proprietors and the Trinity Management Team proudly manages 
Ferndale Gardens, Huntingdon Gardens & Berala on the Park. All services comply with the Accreditation Standards.
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THREE GREAT MEN 
WORKING FOR THE 
MISSION
Thank you to one and all for the wonderful donations 
that we have received. The people of New Guinea will 
really appreciate the two peddle sewing machines which 
I received, not to mention the linen and confectionery. 
Once again, many thanks.

The two photos that they have sent us from New Guinea 
were taken just as the container was unpacked. You 
can see by the delight on the children’s faces as they 
received clothes and stationery. The Polish priest in the 
picture works through the remote areas of New Guinea.

I think that this is an extraordinary story. Two of the 
Polish priests that work in the hospitals are also doctors. 
A young doctor from the U.S.A. came over to give his 
time. Then ten years went by and he also became a 
priest and stayed. So now they have three doctors who 
are also surgeons and priests. We can just imagine how 
busy they are. The mind really boggles.

 
 

 

The Australian people once again have been more than 
generous with their giving. A chain of companies that has 
stationery has given us so far this time over 3,500 books, 
pens, pencils and rulers. Once again we have been given 
several shade covers. We received 20 pallets of medical 
supplies from one company in Melbourne and the big 
task is to get them to Sydney, which I am now in the 
process of doing. Lowes Menswear has been more than 
generous giving us five pallets of brand new clothes, and 
the list goes on.

Can you now help us? 

Jason who is president of the Mission works full time and 
can only collect on days that he is off or after work. Wal 
and I collect as much as we can in the area and what 
can fit into our car. So if you have a station wagon or van 
and can donate a day or two for the collection of goods 
we would really appreciate it.

We hope to get a 40-foot container off for shipping in the 
next few weeks.

Margaret Vella 

Winchester, Lonnon & Klein  
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 
Corporate And Personal Taxation Specialists 

Peter J Winchester ACA 
Also offering Investment, Retirement, Insurance, Superannuation,  

Mortgage Elimination and Leasing Services with 
Professional Investment Services P/L 

ABN 11074608558 
FINANCIAL PLANNERS AFS Licence No 234951

Tom Ryan MAppFin BSc DipEd DipFinPlan CFP 
617-621 Forest Rd, Bexley NSW 2207. Ph: (02) 9588 6444 Fax: (02) 9587 1176
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A VISIT TO REDFERN
Recently, Judy Eldridge and I were invited, as members 
of Women’s Reconciliation Network, to visit the new 
National Centre Of Indigenous Excellence Centre in 
Redfern – not our usual meeting venue in The Block!

Our walk from Redfern Station led us to 180 George St, 
the previous site of Redfern Public School, now rescued 
from demolition and development.

The beautiful heritage buildings have been faithfully 
restored and are used in a variety of ways. Some 
classrooms are used by Exodus Foundation in a very 
successful Remedial Literacy & Numeracy Program, 
helping many children from local schools.

Another block has 110 bed accommodation for primary 
school camps for indigenous children from outback areas 
and other school groups as well as facilities for corporate 
seminars and conventions. Rooms are single, four or six 
beds, each with their own facilities.

A fully equipped stainless steel kitchen caters for these 
groups. The whole area is securely fenced.

The most amazing feature of the complex was opened 
in January, 2010. The Eora Sports, Arts and Recreation 
Centre houses state of the art facilities with a holistic 
approach to community recreation, proudly managed 
by the YMCA. The main building has a pleasing and 
functional design which creates a very welcoming 
ambience, with natural light and colour complementing 
generous open spaces.

Facilities include health & fitness centre, indoor sports 
courts, heated outdoor pool, outdoor sports field, 
outdoor basketball court, low level ropes course & 
climbing wall, computer room, arts & crafts room and a 
well-stocked kiosk.

A few interesting facts:

Funding came from Aboriginal Land Corp, corporate 
donations and private donations, plus a recent donation 
of $1/2 million from the state government;

There is a staff of 50 to 60, 75% of whom are 
indigenous. Membership is open to all, and 75% are 
indigenous;

A street was purchased from council to build the oval. 
The Rabbitohs use the field for training;

A sprung floor has been incorporated in the performance 
area, and the Bangarra Dance Company and others use 
this hall.

Olympic Indigenous Wall Of Fame takes pride of place 
near the kiosk where our 11 members enjoyed coffee 

and tea with the CEO Jason Glanville an Aborigine 
whose relative was part of the stolen generation (and 
then stolen back) went to school at Cootamundra, did a 
Commerce/Law Degree at the Uni of NSW, worked in the 
USA and was appointed CEO 12 months ago.

We were most impressed by the friendly obliging staff 
who made us feel very welcome. They are justly proud 
of ‘their’ centre – a success story of aborigines helping 
aborigines.

A great achievement. Congratulations to all involved in 
this worthwhile project.

We thoroughly recommend a visit. 

Marlene Wallace

Looking to Buy?
Looking to Sell?
Looking to Rent?

Contact the team at LJ Hooker
LJ Hooker Mortdale 

21 Morts Rd, Mortdale 
P: (02) 9570 4488   F: (02) 9570 8080

LJ Hooker Peakhurst 
1/9 Park St, Peakhurst 

P: (02) 9153 7477   F: (02) 9153 7877

LJ Hooker Riverwood 
164 Belmore Rd, Riverwood 

P: (02) 9533 1111   F: (02) 9533 9533

Visit www.ljhooker.com.au
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RACING TO HELP KIDS 
WITH AUTISM
Parishioner Peter Briggs has been busy raising money for 
autism. His young son, Ben, has mild autism and so Peter 
will be taking part in the Sydney Running Festival to raise 
money for Aspect (Autism Spectrum Australia). 

Peter also went in the Sutherland To Surf in July this 
year, again to raise money for autism.

Aspect is the largest provider of autism services in the 
country. Every year, they work with over 6,000 children 
and families affected by autism. 

Ben Briggs attends the Aspect school at Our Lady of 
Fatima in Caringbah where he receives the one-on-one 
help he requires.

Ben has also been playing soccer for the Sutherland 
Titans for two years.  

The aim of the club is to ensure that kids with special 
needs are included in the game. The teams play Saturday 
afternoons in a ‘Rooball’ format, i.e. smaller fields, 
smaller teams, unlimited interchange, no off sides, etc.

Judging by the children who participate, the club has an 
exciting future.

Autism causes children to experience the world 
differently from the way most other kids do. It’s hard for 
children with autism to talk with other people. Children 
who have autism usually keep to themselves and many 
can’t communicate without special help.

They may also react to what’s going on around them in 
unusual ways. Normal sounds may bother someone with 
autism, so much so that the person covers their ears. 
Being touched, even gently, may feel uncomfortable.

Children with autism often can’t make connections that 
other kids make easily. For example, when someone 
smiles, you know the smiling person is happy or being 
friendly. But a child with autism may have trouble 
connecting that smile with the person’s happy feelings.

A child with autism also has trouble linking words and 
meanings. It is doubly frustrating then if a kid can’t come 
up with the right words to express their thoughts.

Autism causes children to act in unusual ways. They 
might say certain words over and over, have temper 
tantrums, or only play with one particular toy.

Most children with autism don’t like changes in routines. 
They like to stay on a schedule that is always the same. 
They also may insist that their toys or other objects be 
arranged a certain way and get upset if these items are 
moved or disturbed.

If someone has autism, his or her brain has trouble 
making sense of the world. Every day, your brain 
interprets the sights, sounds, smells, and other 
sensations that you experience. If your brain couldn’t 
help you understand these things you would have trouble 
functioning, talking, going to school, and doing other 
everyday things.

Children can be mildly affected by autism, so that they 
only have a little trouble in life, or they can be very 
affected and so they need a lot of help.

Autism affects about one in every 150 kids, but no one 
knows what causes it. Some think that children might be 
more likely to get autism because it or similar disorders 
run in their families.

There is no cure for autism, but doctors, therapists, and 
special teachers can help children with autism overcome 
or adjust to many difficulties. The earlier a child starts 
treatment for autism, the better.

Different kids need different kinds of help, but learning 
how to communicate is always an important first step. 
Spoken language can be hard for children with autism to 
learn. Most understand words better by seeing them, so 
therapists teach them how to communicate by pointing 
or using pictures or sign language. 

Therapists also help children learn social skills, such 
as how to greet people, wait for a turn, and follow 
directions. Some kids need special help with living skills, 
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like brushing teeth or making a bed. Others need therapy 
to help them control their behaviour.

Some children take medications to help their moods and 
behaviour, but there’s no medicine that will make a kid’s 
autism go away. Some with mild autism will grow up and 
be able to live on their own. Those with more serious 
problems will always need some kind of help. But all 
kids with autism have brighter futures when they have 
the support and understanding of doctors, teachers, 
caregivers, parents, brothers, sisters and friends.

If you’d like to offer support for Peter Briggs and his  
fund raising for autism, see him after 9.15am Mass  
on Sundays.

Peter Briggs and Dominic Alati

FRIENDSHIP GROUP
On 9 September our happy little group celebrated its 
22nd year of coming together each fortnight, enjoying  
a chat over a cuppa, playing cards or board games.  
Every six weeks we play bingo with small prizes going  
to the winners.

Our very willing helpers transport those who are 
unable to drive. Ages range from 54-96. We also supply 
sandwiches and cakes for our lunch. Guests are all 
welcomed no matter which religion they belong to and all 
enjoy the days.

If you know of any elderly person who would like to 
come along or if you would like to be a helper please  
ring 9153 5074.

Helen Cozzi

CHRISTMAS IN JULY 
DINNER DANCE 
The question was “How can we get our parishioners 
together on a chilly night in the middle of Winter?”

Answer: Let’s celebrate Christmas in July.

And celebrate we did! One hundred and fifty of our 
parish community enjoyed a great night on 31 July 
at Maso’s Mortdale. With some simple Christmas 
decorations, a delicious Christmas meal of ham, turkey 
and delightful Christmas pudding, and outstanding dance 
music from ‘Moondance’, the night was a great success.

The Leadership Team thanks everyone for supporting  
the night and requests for a repeat next year were  
well received.

Deb Cummins

THE TEAM FEED THE 
NEEDY AT ST CANICE’S
Twice a year, 
a team of 
about 12 
from the 
parish makes 
the trek to 
St Canice’s 
church in 
Rushcutters 
Bay to 
feed the 
homeless. Most recently, they went on a beautiful day on 
8 August.

The food, provided by parishioners, is always thoroughly 
enjoyed and greatly appreciated by the patrons. The 
team cooks the food and then serves it up to around 200 
homeless people of all ages.

For those from the parish who go along, the experience 
is always enlightening and rewarding. 

The next visit is due in February next year.

SACRAMENTAL 
PROGRAM 2010 
During the remainder of 2010, the Sacrament of Penance 
will be conducted at Our Lady of Fatima. The program is 
outlined below. 

Unless otherwise stated, meetings are at 7.30pm on 
Monday evenings. All times and dates should be checked 
with the parish as the dates near. 

Applications are available from the piety stall or parish 
house.

Sacrament of Penance 
There are three parts to this Sacrament, all of which 
must be attended. 
Part 1 Parent Information Night: Monday 18 October. 
Lesson 1: Monday 1 November.   
Lesson 2: Monday 8 November. 
Part 2 Liturgy of the Word: Monday 15 November 7.30pm. 
Part 3 Individual Reconciliation: Saturday 20 November 
3.15pm – 4.30pm.

The Sacramental Program for 2011 will be announced 
early next year.

Advertise your business in The Bark
It’s good value. Supply your own ad or we can do it for you.
Contact Dominic Alati   domalati@hotmail.com   Ph 0402 131 072
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UGANDA PATTER
When the Lending a Hand Team presented to 
the Parish the story of Dennis, the young man 
from Uganda studying to be a Clinical Officer 
through the help of Our Lady of Fatima Parish, 
they were unable to complement the story with 
any photos.

The Lending a Hand Team is now delighted 
to show you photos of Dennis and his father, 
Frances. And doesn’t Dennis look the part with a 
stethoscope around his neck. And what’s more, 
Dennis has completed his first semester with 
flying colours.

On seeing his photo, it makes one feel extremely 
proud and fulfilled that our Parish has taken 
him under its wing. Also in the collection of 
photos is one of the church they attend which is 
surprisingly substantial.

In another, Francis can be seen as the Choir Master and 
how very proud he is with his ladies. He recorded a CD 
of his choir and sent us a copy which will be played at an 
appropriate time during Mass.

I feel you will all echo our sentiments when we write 
back and say “Well done Dennis!”

John Vaux … on behalf of the Lending a Hand Team 
(Tony Thorpe, Julia Goff, Anne Hurst, Danielle Harvey, 
John & Sharran Horan & Jan Dawkins)

ARTICLES FOR THE BARK
Relevant contributions for The Bark are welcome. All 
articles should have a spiritual relevance to our church. 
Preference is for articles and pictures to be emailed to: 
domalati@hotmail.com Otherwise, leave at the Parish 
house with your name and contact details. Articles left 
anonymously will not be accepted. 

We prefer articles you have written yourself, and they 
will receive priority. Reprinting articles from other 
publications is a breach of copyright and cannot be used 
unless you have received approval from that publication. 
Likewise, articles in The Bark are not to be used 
elsewhere without permission from the editor.

When submitting articles keep them brief. Articles should 
be no more than 300 words. The shorter they are, the 
more likely they are to be read. Pictures help your article 
and make it more likely to be read. We encourage you to 
send articles and/or pictures of events directly related to 
our parish, such as Confirmation, First Holy Communion, 
Baptisms, etc held at the church, or key events in the 
lives of our parishioners. Also, stories about religious 
experiences in your life make good reading, such as 
visiting a church in another country.

Articles are published and edited at the editor’s discretion 
and no guarantee can be given that an article will appear. 

Opinions expressed in articles are those of the author 
and not necessarily those of The Bark, Our Lady of 
Fatima or the Catholic Church. 

Please support our advertisers without whose generous 
support The Bark would not be printed.

God bless.
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FUNNIES
A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten 
Commandments with her five and six year olds. After 
explaining the commandment to “Honour thy father and 
thy mother,” she asked, “Is there a commandment that 
teaches us how to treat our brothers and sisters?”

Without missing a beat, one little boy answered, “Thou 
shall not kill.”

One beautiful Sunday morning, a priest announced to his 
congregation: “My good people, I have here in my hands 
three sermons...a $100 sermon that lasts five minutes, a 
$50 sermon that lasts fifteen minutes, and a $10 sermon 
that lasts a full hour.

“Now, we’ll take the collection and see which one I’ll 
deliver.”

Father Murphy walked into a pub and said to the first 
man he met, “Do you want to go to heaven?”

The man replied, “I do Father.”

The priest said, “Then stand over there against the wall.”

Then the priest asked a second man, “Do you want to go 
to heaven?”

“Certainly, Father,” was the man’s reply.

The priest said, “Then stand over there against the wall.”

Then Father Murphy walked up to O’Toole and said, “Do 
you want to go to heaven?”

O’Toole said, “No, I don’t Father.”

The priest said, “I don’t believe this. You mean to tell me 
that when you die you don’t want to go to heaven?”

O’Toole said, “Oh, when I die, yes. I thought you were 
getting a group together to go right now.”

There once was a rich man who was near death. He 
was very grieved because he had worked so hard for 
his money and wanted to be able to take it with him to 
heaven. So he began to pray that he might be able to 
take some of his wealth with him.

An angel heard his plea and appeared to him. “Sorry, but 
you can’t take your wealth with you.”

The man begged the angel to speak to God to see if He 
might bend the rules. The man continued to pray that his 
wealth could follow him.

The angel reappeared and informed the man that God 

had decided to allow him to take one suitcase with him. 
Overjoyed, the man gathered his largest suitcase and 
filled it with pure gold bars and placed it beside his bed.

Soon afterward, he died and showed up at the gates of 
heaven to greet St. Peter.

St. Peter, seeing the suitcase, said, “Hold on, you can’t 
bring that in here!”

The man explained to St. Peter that he had permission 
and asked him to verify his story with the Lord.

Sure enough, St. Peter checked it out, came back and 
said, “You’re right. You are allowed one carry-on bag,  
but I’m supposed to check its contents before letting  
it through.”

St. Peter opened the suitcase to inspect the worldly 
items that the man found too precious to leave behind 
and exclaimed, “You brought pavement?”

At the Red Sea a man named Moses 
Felt a chill when he dipped in his toeses, 
“How can I pass?” 
Was the question he asked. 
“I could always part it, I supposes.”

Eliza Alati 

Mortal: “What is a million years like to you?” 
God: “Like one second.” 
Mortal: “What is a million dollars like to you?” 
God: “Like one penny.” 
Mortal: “Can I have a penny?” 
God: “Just a second...” 

An Amish family went to New York and visited the 
massive multi-storey department stores. They had never 
left home before and were spellbound by what they saw.

The father and his son visited a particular store and were 
fascinated by the lifts, although they did not know what 
they were or what they did.

“What are those silver things with doors?” said the son.

“I don’t know - let’s stand here and watch for a while,” 
said the father.

Shortly an old lady on a zimmer frame struggled up to 
the lift door, pressed the button and went in.

Thirty seconds later the door opened and out stepped a 
gorgeous young woman.

“Quick,” said the father to his son, “Go and get your 
mother.”
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CATHOLIC CHURCH PEAKHURST 
PARISH OF OUR LADY OF FATIMA

825 FOREST ROAD PEAKHURST 2210 

Priest (non-resident) Parish Priest: Fr John Crothers Assistant: Fr Van Nguyen 
Parish Secretary: Ruth Meagher – PH: 9533 2594 – Fax: 9533 5908 – Email: olfpeakhurst@atu.com.au

  

LITURGIES 
Saturday Vigil: 5pm Sunday: 9:15am and 6pm Wednesday and Friday: 9:30am Mass followed by Rosary

SACRAMENTAL SCHEDULE 
Baptism: 10:30am 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Contact Parish House for details. 
Marriage: Six months notice required. Contact Parish House for details. 
Anointing: Any time day 9533 2594 or night 9580 1310. 
Reconciliation: Saturday 4:30pm. 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Mary Anne Malone (Chair), Garry McSweeney, Paul Moreton, Deb Cummins, Richard Allison, Charles Centorrino. 

THE BARK 
Dominic Alati 0402 131 072   domalati@hotmail.com
Thanks to the following people who help produce The Bark: The Artwork Team, John Vaux, Ruth Meagher, Fr John,  
Fr Van, the Leadership Team, everyone who contributed articles, the advertisers and supporters.

Randwick Motor Group

Your friendly, family owned Nissan and Suzuki Dealership 
Serving Sydney for over twenty years

See us for all new Nissan and Suzuki models and a wide range of used cars. 
We also service all makes and models.

265 Avoca Street, Randwick NSW 2031. Phone: (02) 9398 7666 
New Car Sales Enquiries: sales@randwickmotorgroup.com.au   Used Car Sales Enquiries: used@randwickmotorgroup.com.au 

Service Department Enquiries: service@randwickmotorgroup.com.au


