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Planning for the celebrations of 
the Fiftieth Anniversary of the 
parish of Our Lady Of Fatima is 
officially underway.

The theme for the anniversary  
is ‘Fifty & Fabulous’. 

The parish turns 50 years old 
on 12 May 2016. Note, we are 
celebrating the anniversary of the 
declaration of the parish, which 
was 12 May 1966. The church 
was then built and opened two 
years later in 1968. 

A committee has been formed 
and to date a Mass and dinner 
have been set down, with several 
other ideas being discussed.

Members of the committee are Emma Williams, Camille 
Philips, Anna Amendolia, Rita Khoury, Francesca 
Guidotto, Inez Mullin, Deb Cummins, John Vaux and  
Chris Bounds. Fr John is also working closely with the 
team, who are meeting regularly.

After some investigation and some hearty discussion, the 
team has booked the anniversary dinner at Club Central, 
Menai for Saturday evening 14 May 2016. 

Please put this important date in your diaries. It promises 
to be a lovely evening for our parish, past and present. It 
would be great to have a huge attendance to celebrate 
this important milestone. 

On Sunday 15 May 2016 we will have a Mass celebrated 
by Bishop Terry Brady at 9.15am.

This will be followed by a Parish Community Celebration 
with the details still to be finalised.

Meanwhile, other ministries are working to ensure the 
parish is looking its best by May 2016 – see article on 
page 13 regarding the works planned for later this year.

If you have any historic photos from our rich parish 
history, the Anniversary Committee would love to have a 
copy. Please contact Ruth in the office.

Furthermore, if you have any interesting stories, please 
send them to The Bark to be included in a special edition 
next year.

Dominic Alati / Emma Williams

Pictured above: Model made by former parishioner  
Col Sinclair (now deceased) before the church was built. 

The image was probably taken in 1966 and is believed to 
be previously unpublished.

OUR LADY OF FATIMA 50 YEARS IN THE MAKING
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MOTHER’S DAY 
WEEKEND

Mother’s Day was a real treat this year! Children’s 
Liturgy planned a very moving video dedication to all the 
mother’s (thanks to Allison Flood and Dom Alati). 

There were special prayers for our mothers and 
grandmothers. Then on Sunday morning after Mass, 
children from our Children’s Liturgy handed out to the 
ladies of our parish sprigs of white chrysanthemums 
(thanks to Sharran Horan of Lending A Hand). 

But if that wasn’t enough, we had our fabulous ‘Lending 
A Hand Raffle and Cake Stall’.

As always, the cakes and slices kept coming and as 
quickly as they came they were sold and what a variety 
we had to sell. Thanks to our very generous parishioners, 
who so willingly baked cakes to donate and who then 
purchased other cakes. After 5pm Vigil Mass on Saturday 
evening the Lending A Hand team not only ran the cake 
stall but offered Champagne and orange juice with 
cheese and crackers. This went down really well with 
many saying, ‘could this become a regular event?’

After 9.15am Mass our terrific welcoming group put on a 
splendid morning tea serving up a beautiful iced orange 
and poppy seed cake. But wait, there’s more! We had our 
Monster Raffle with 14 marvellous prizes (thanks to our 
very generous supporters). 

Catherine Estigoy who won the fourteenth (final) prize of 
an Electric Juicer was over the moon with her win... she 
was dancing down the street. 

We also had the ever-popular lollie guessing compeition 
for the children.

This year, the Lending a Hand Team decided to donate 
the money raised by the Raffle and Cake Stall, which 

Lugarno Girl Guides

Would you like to get involved in your 
community and help girls develop skills 

for life? Lugarno Guide District is looking 
for women 18 years and over interested in 

leadership.

You will be supported in becoming a Leader 
of Guides: training, mentoring, resources and 
friendship. Challenge yourself as you enable 

girls and women grow into confident, self-
respecting, responsible community members.

Contact the membership department on  
1300 447 584 or to find out more about 

Guides visit our website:  
www.girlguides-nswact.org.au 
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amounted to $2025 plus $475 from Lending A Hand 
funds, to Mama Lana’s Community Foundation. 

Mama Lana’s is a registered not for profit charity that 
feeds the homeless in Western Sydney, along with 
emergency disaster food relief and services. Lana Borg, 
who with her husband founded Mama Lana’s, cooks 100 
meals per day four days of the week which are provided 
to the underprivileged in Penrith.

We were indeed fortunate to have Lana, who attended 
Mass with her two children draw the raffle (pictured 
above). Not only did we have glorious sunshine and 
generous parishioners, we also have such wonderful 
friends in the community who constantly keep on giving 
to our raffles.

We thank: 
Galluzzo’s Pharmacy, Riverwood Plaza;  
Bernadettes’s Skin Care and Beauty Salon,  
2/33-41 Victoria Avenue, Penshurst;  
Oatley Nail Salon,12A Oatley Parade, Oatley;  
Kelvaux Cakes;  
our very generous parishioners;  
and of course the hard-working Lending A Hand Team.

Topping it off with having such a wonderful and giving 
lady in Lana Borg to support ... we are truly blessed! 

Thank you one and all.

John Vaux for the Lending A Hand Team
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A VISIT TO MAMA 
LANA’S COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION
On a chilly Winters evening in early June, Julia Goff, Paul 
Napier and I from the Lending A Hand Team headed 
out to Penrith for a visit to the Mama Lana’s Community 
Foundation to see their amazing work first hand.

Mama Lana and her volunteers provide home-cooked 
meals four nights a week to the homeless people of 
Penrith. At 8pm they pull their van up under the bridge 
and whip into action.

You may remember that we supported Mama Lana’s 
through our mother’s day cake stall and raffle this year. 
Due to the ever humbling generosity of the people of our 
parish we were able to send Lana $2,500 to put towards 
her good work.

Just after this I saw a post on their facebook page saying 
they were in dire need of tea and coffee as the weather 
became chillier. We put out the call and true to form 
we received a huge contribution comprising of 1700 tea 
bags, 19kgs of sugar, 1.4kg of instant coffee and 5 litres 
of long life milk from the kindness of the parishioners of 
our parish.

We decided to deliver these items in person.

Immediately upon walking up to the van a young girl told 
me she had a painful splinter in her hand and needed 
me to get it out. Then, she handed me a Stanley knife 
to remove the offending splinter! Thankfully, Lana had 
a first aid kit and with Julia’s helpful distracting chit chat 
with ‘Sarah’ we were able to remove the splinter.

We met an interesting group of people and had some 
really engaging conversations. 

My daughter had made some chatterboxes to hand out 
as she had read on Lana’s Facebook page about ‘Origami 
John’, one of the patrons who makes paper creatures 
that really have to be seen to be believed. He set about 
making me a dinosaur, praying mantis and dragonfly. 
They were incredible. 

We helped with the dinner service and the many cups of 
hot tea and coffee. We can assure everyone that the tea 
and coffee we delivered will be well used.

About 40 patrons turned up for dinner including three 
kids in their early teens. 

At the end of dinner a policewoman arrived with six 
new sleeping bags to hand out. Lana herself was busy 
checking on everyone’s wellbeing. She handed out socks, 
jumpers, blankets and a few pairs of shoes. 

Paul was 
particularly 
concerned 
about a young 
guy of about 
22 who had 
shorts and 
no shoes or 
socks. In spite 
of how he was 
dressed, he 
kept telling us 
he was okay.

As quickly as they arrived the volunteers handed out 
sandwiches and take-away food packs, cleaned up, 
packed up the van and were off again. Lana took one 
older gentleman with her and was in pursuit of a place 
for him to stay for the night.

We chugged our way back down the M4, M7 and M5 and 
were grateful for the warm beds and blankets we were 
able to hop into at home.

I am currently liaising with Josh, our wonderful Youth 
Minister, about taking some of the older teens from our 
Peak Youth Group out to Penrith to volunteer one night. 
I’m sure it will be an enlightening experience for them all.

If you would like to know more about this very worthy 
grass roots cause check out their website at  
www.mamalanas.org.au or follow their Facebook page at  
www.facebook.com/mamalanascommunity 
foundation?fref=ts

I promise, you will be inspired.

Emma Williams

NEWS FROM ST JUDE’S
It’s pleasing to see that the School of St Jude’s in 
Tanzania is performing well academically.

The results of their first ever Form 6 national exams have 
been released and their achievements were excellent.

The students were ranked third in the region and 25th in 
the country.

In addition to a 100% pass rate, 32 students achieved 
the highest mark of ‘Distinction’ and the class ranked 
in the top 10% nationwide in chemistry, economics, 
advanced mathematics and physics.

The school was delighted with the results, and thanked 
Our Lady of Fatima, Peakhurst for our continued support 
as they fight poverty through education.

Dominic Alati

Pictured: Paul Napier, Lana  Borg, Emma 
Williams and Julia Goff. 
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DID YOU KNOW
Way back in May, the ladies of Catholic Women’s League 
held a High Tea, which was a great success. The ladies 
did all the cooking, which was delicious, and the occasion 
was well attended. The guest speaker was Paul Napier, 
who spoke about Kairos, a movement which helps 
inmates, mainly younger ones, in the prison system.  
Paul has worked voluntarily with this movement for 
twenty years and is very passionate when he talks 
on this subject. The total amount made from the 
morning was $1,000 and this was given to the Kairos 
movement to help them along. Our thanks go to Paul 
for his interesting dialogue and to the parishioners who 
attended this function.

Did you know that our parish turns 50 next year, 2016, 
and already there is a committee working on the success 
of this occasion. One of the first things we are calling 
for, and this mainly is for the older parishioners who 
were here at the beginning, are photos taken from the 
beginning of the parish. Maybe there were photos taken 
whilst the church was being built or maybe functions 
held in the early years – anything that might bring back 
memories. If you do have anything, please leave in an 
envelope, with your name and contact details, addressed 
to the 50th Anniversary Committee at the Piety Stall or 
with Ruth in the office. The photos will be returned after 
they have been used. Also, if you have any stories from 
the parish’s past, send them to The Bark or you can also 
leave them with Ruth.

It is with great sadness that I report the death of loved 
ones within our parish. Clare Day was a beautiful lady 
who had been sick for quite a while. Clare was well 
known within the parish and we watched her fight her 
sickness until it came too much. To Dennis and his family, 
we extend our deepest sympathy. 

Also, Maurice Stanford, the husband of Betty who is a 
member of our Catholic Women’s League. Maurie had 
been sick for quite a while until the cancer had got the 
better of him and he passed away in hospital. To Betty 
and family we send our deepest sympathy. 

Also we send condolences to Laureen Holdsworth whose 
dad passed away recently – he had been sick for quite a 
while. Laureen has been a devoted daughter and visited 
her dad regularly down in Bowral. 

Also, Marie Malloy, mother of Julie Winchester, an ex-
parishioner had been unwell since she had a stroke a 
while back. Neal Dagg and Dennis O’Brien passed away 
in April. We also extend our condolences to Sharran 
Horan who recently lost her mother, Edith. 

To ALL these people who have lost a loved one, it is not 
easy, but we lean on one another for strength to carry 
on. You know our prayers are with you.

A lovely couple who have been in this parish since its 
inception, recently moved away. Lucy and Max Badewitz 
decided to downside and moved to a retirement village in 
Campbelltown to be near their family. Max was a regular 
worker in the counting room and will be sadly missed. 
We wish them both good health and happiness in their 
new home.

I am sure the tourist industry would go broke if it was 
not for the people of this parish. Just a few that I know 
of are Camille and George Philips who have recently done 
the St Paul Pilgrimage. 

Also Carmel and Jim North, who never seem to be home, 
recently flew to New Orleans and had a taste of Dixieland 
jazz and the Mardi Gras world; then on to the Queen of 
the Mississippi when they cruised down the Mississippi 
and visited such places as Natchez, Baton Rouge, various 
plantations then on to Vicksburg where they learnt a lot 
about the Civil War. Next on to Memphis country and 
Elvis and blues music and after that Nashville and the 
Country Music Hall of Fame. 

Another couple who are away when this goes to press – 
Helen and Peter Cozzi are in South Africa.

We have also heard of the amazing adverntures  
Fr Moses had when he re-united with his seminary 
classmates in July. What a wonderful experience.

I’m sure Brian and Sue Roberts must be very proud of 
their son, Stephen. He is captain of the Australian Touch 
Football Team that won the World Cup in Coffs Harbour 
in May. The Aussies blitzed the New Zealand team in the 
final by 11-2, which in Touch Football world is a huge win. 
Congratulations to Stephen (pictured below celebrating 
the win) and the team for another great achievement.

Inez Mullen
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NEWS FROM THE 
LEADERSHIP TEAM
Finance: The Finance Committee has advised that 
there was a small surplus for the 2014/15 financial year. 
This was mainly due to the delay in spending on the 
Leadership Team’s new initiatives, improved collections 
and income from the Foodies Market. Parishioners are 
again thanked for their positive response to the appeals 
by the Finance and Leadership Teams during the year. 
For the 2015/16 financial year, income from the Foodies 
Market and marginally improving the collections are 
needed to maintain the Parish’s financial situation.

Peak Youth: As noted in the Peak Youth News in the 
Parish Bulletin of 18/19 July, Years 5 and 6 met on 
Sunday, 9 August. Also in Term 3, High School students 
will meet on Friday nights on 24 July, 7 and 21 August, 
and 4 and 18 September. Our thanks to Josh Taylor and 
Anne-Maree Williams for their efforts with the youth. 

Foodies Street Markets: Following the support from 
the Half Yearly Parish Meeting, the Leadership Team 
agreed, at its meeting on 6 July, that it should proceed 
with a long term arrangement for the Foodies Market 
with Krisari Food Market Pty. Ltd. This would include 
options for weekly markets on Friday / Saturday. The DA 
is to be submitted to Hurstville City Council shortly. 

Church Refurbishment Works: A submission is being 
prepared for a grant from the State Government to assist 
in funding of the refurbishment works. See page 13.

50th Anniversary of the Parish: The 50th 
Anniversary of the Parish is Thursday, 12 May 2016. 
Celebrations for the Anniversary would be planned for 
the weekend of 14/15 May. 

The Anniversary Committee held its first meeting on 
1 July. The meeting decided that the theme for the 
celebrations would be “Fifty & Fabulous”. A formal dinner 
is planned for Saturday, 14 May, at Club Central Menai 
and a special Parish Mass for 9.15am on Sunday, 15 May 
celebrated by Bishop Terry Brady.

Communications: At its meeting on 21 July, the 
Communications Team decided that the Parish Website 
needs to be updated to encourage use by Parishioners. 
In the interim, minor improvements will be made to the 
existing Website (pictured above). The Team also plans 
to investigate establishing a Parish Facebook page and 
providing Wi-Fi in the Parish, particularly for the Youth.

The Communications Team will be developing a new-look 
Parish Census Form, which will be distributed later in the 
year, in order to update our Parish records and to provide 
needed information to be used in improving the Parish.

The Leadership Team
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LITURGY LINES 
A special Mass was celebrated on Anzac Day to mark the 
Centenary of the first Gallipoli landing. The Last Post was 
played during this Mass.

Mother’s Day was celebrated with a special video 
presentation as a dedication to all mothers and 
grandmothers, and portraits made by some of the 
children were placed on the church walls. Thank you  
to Children’s Liturgy.

On 24 May, Catherine Estigoy and Bradley Maquinad 
were commissioned as Eucharistic Ministers.

At the 9.15am Mass on 7 June, we welcomed Fred  
El-Daher, as a new acolyte. Fred had been serving at 
Miranda parish and has recently moved into the area.

Thirty-nine children made their First Holy Communion 
on the weekend of 13/14 June. The celebration was very 
special, thanks to the work of our wonderful Sacramental 
Team, as well as the choir and Taylor Boys who provided 
music at the ceremonies.

National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday, 
Apostleship of the Sea and Marriage and Family Sunday 
were celebrated on 5, 12 and 26 July respectively.

A second Altar Servers Training Course for the year 
commenced on Sunday, 2 August. Our thanks again to 
Jenni Payne for organising the course.

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, a holy day of 
obligation, is celebrated on Saturday, 15 August.

Confirmation will be celebrated on Sunday, 30 August 
with Bishop Terry Brady as the main celebrant.

National Day for Migrants and Refugees and Social 
Justice Sunday will be celebrated on 30 August and 27 
September respectively.

The Church Refurbishment Works involving sanding and 
re-staining of the church pews, sanding and re-staining 
of the church floors and replacement of the carpet will be 
carried out in September/October 2015 (to suit the Parish 
Calendar).

A special Remembrance Mass for our departed relatives 
and friends is being considered for 7 November, as part 
of the normal Vigil Mass.

Certain liturgy items have been purchased for the church 
over the year including new tabernacle covers and 
lectern cloths in the various colours for the Seasons of 
the Church. New robes for the altar servers with coloured 
cinctures have also been purchased. New altar cloths 
have also been bought.

David Payne for the Liturgy Committee

FR MOSES 10TH 
ANNIVERSARY

In early July of this year, Fr Moses celebrated 10 years of 
service to the Priesthood. To coincide with this milestone, 
he and his fellow classmates in the seminary planned a 
holiday together overseas for the month of July. 

So that we could celebrate this momentous occasion 
with him, we came together on Sunday morning, 21 June 
after 9.15am Mass for a delicious morning tea put on by 
our Welcoming Group. 

There was fruit cake in abundance plus a special 
chocolate cake in the shape of the numerals '10 ' and of 
course, there was the glorious sunshine. 

David Payne, who heads up our Liturgy Group as well as 
being a member of our Leadership Team, addressed the 
crowd and shared the story of Fr Moses’s arrival to the 
parish to now.

David congratulated Fr Moses on his first decade as a 
Priest and wished him many more happy years to come. 

It was also a great opportunity to wish him well on his 
forthcoming holiday and we look forward to hearing 
about all of his adventures.

John Vaux
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NEWS ON THE FOODIES 
STREET MARKETS
Why were the July Markets almost cancelled?

The Foodies Street Markets on Friday evening, 31 July 
almost didn’t go ahead. 

An anonymous flyer was circulated to some local homes 
raising issues of concern about the markets. This led 
to a small number (five at most) of complaints made to 
Hurstville Council.

As a result, Council contacted us and the market 
proprietors and imposed an enormous amount of 
paperwork which needed to be completed in a short 
and unreasonable amount of time. There was never any 
suggestion that the stall holders or market proprietors 
were doing anything wrong.

The market proprietors asked for but were not allowed a 
couple more days to comply.

Despite the best efforts of Krissy and Nic from the 
markets, this 48 hour deadline could not be met. 

The stall holders and the proprietors of the markets were 
very keen to comply with all Council regulations, however 
the time frame that was suddenly imposed on them was 
simply unachievable.

The proprietors of the markets have prepared a 
Development Application (DA) to submit to Council. It 
is just awaiting the final signature from the appropriate 
person at the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney and it is 
anticipated that it would be submitted to Council very 
soon. This DA will enable a more regular market to be 
held on the site at 825 Forest Road.

Hurstville Council have been aware of the markets since 
its first outing in March where they actually provided 

financial sponsorship for the event. Indeed, the markets 
would not have been held without their knowledge.

We decided to ask the community for help. An email 
was issued to around 150 people asking to contact the 
council in support of the markets.

The response was overwhelming. The Council received 
so many emails that they simply could not turn a deaf 
ear to the situation.

Following some further negotiations with the council, we 
were able to let everyone know that the Foodies Markets 
for July would go ahead. The community’s voice was 
heard and was listened to.

We feel the markets have brought an unexpected but 
very real sense of community spirit to the area. This 
is something we can all enjoy. There is no other event 
like it in the vicinity. We look forward to the sense of 
community growing even more in the future.

We thank Rita Kastanias (from Lugarno Deli), our Ward 
Councillor for all the help she has provided to us in 
dealing with Council. Mark Coure, State Member for 
Banks, was also happy to contact council. 

WINCHESTER, LONNON & KLEIN  
- Chartered Accountants - 

Corporate And Personal Taxation Specialists 

Peter J Winchester ACA 
Also offering Investment, Retirement, Insurance, Superannuation,  

Mortgage Elimination and Leasing Services with 
Professional Investment Services P/L 

ABN 11074608558 FINANCIAL PLANNERS AFS Licence No 234951

Tom Ryan MAppFin BSc DipEd DipFinPlan CFP 
617-621 Forest Rd, Bexley NSW 2207. Ph: (02) 8567 6333 Fax: (02) 9587 1176
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A huge thanks to all those who gave the markets 
their support. This has been a stunning example of a 
community at work. 

In the end, the markets on 31 July were one of the 
biggest and most popular to date.

Drinks Stand

What started out as a little idea at the Foodies Street 
Markets has turned out to be a stunning success.

Krissy and Nic from the markets were generous enough 
to offer us a stand to run at the markets with no fee.

They have also supplied us with a marquee.

So, for the last four markets we have operated the drinks 
stand. It has grown from strength to strength. We have 
had lots of willing volunteers from young children to the 
oldies. New volunteers are always welcomed.

From chat among the volunteers, we have not only sold  
a lot of drinks but managed to encourage some new 
faces to join our rosters in the church and become 
involved in our Masses.

We hope to continue the drinks stand and look forward 
to many more new faces volunteering to help out with 
this terrific opportunity for our parish.

One of the best food markets

The Foodies Street Markets at Our Lady Of Fatima have 
been rated by Good Food as one of the best in Sydney. 
Clearly, it is attracting people from further away than the 
local area who come to enjoy the great food selection.

To see the article, go to www.goodfood.com.au click 
on the ‘Eat Out’ tab and search under ‘Latest Eat Out 
Articles’ – see article ‘Best Food Markets In Sydney’. 

Or type in the following URL: 
www.goodfood.com.au/good-food/eat-out/best-food-
markets-in-sydney-20150617-ghq7kh.html 

Emma Williams

FRIENDSHIP GROUP
Our little group is going well with 20 guests and 10 
helpers who generously donate biscuits, cakes and 
sandwiches for morning tea and lunch each fortnight. 

We meet every second Thursday from 9.30 to 1pm. 
Transport is available if required.

Card games are played and Bingo is played every six 
weeks with small prizes for the winners. Or just sit and 
have a chat with our friendly guests.

If interested please ring Helen on 9253 5074.

Helen Cozzi

Thinking of 
Selling or 
Leasing? 

 
List your property  
with Joe Pizzolato

Joe Pizzolato    0403 488 487  
Email: joe.pizzolato@raywhite.com 

Web: raywhitestgeorge.com 
233 Kingsgrove Road, Kingsgrove 
305 Bexley Road, Bexley North 

 
Two Prominent Offices, One Dynamic Team 

Kingsgrove & Bexley North
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DROUGHT IN 
CENTRAL WESTERN 
QUEENSLAND
The objective of this article is to convey the dire 
circumstances that face people living in central western 
Queensland, suffering the effects of a drought that has 
lasted for three years. 

What is clear is that we in the cities, while recognising 
that there is an issue with the drought, don’t fully 
understand what it is really like to be in that position. 
Lending A Hand will be providing some small assistance 
in an attempt to communicate that we do care, and 
hopefully this provides some psychological support to 
people who are doing it tough. 

Our attention was drawn to this issue from reports of the 
efforts of Fr Matthew Maloney speaking out about the 
drought and its effect1. 

Fr Maloney, at Longreach, grew up in the area, and as a 
result of speaking out, was interviewed by Alan Jones on 
2GB. This interview is worth listening to as it describes 
better than the written word what the situation is like2. 
That interview took place in November 2014 and the 
situation hasn’t improved. 

Parishioners may have seen programs on television 
in recent weeks where banks have foreclosed on 

properties, forcing families off the land. The rationale 
of the banks seems to be that as a result of the 
drought, the value of properties has declined and so the 
properties don’t support loans that were put in place 
when values were higher. Just imagine living under such 
circumstances where your property may be the next to 
suffer this situation, let alone those that it has actually 
happened to. 

Apart from this hanging over your head, you have the 
issue of keeping animals alive, having to sell off stock to 
keep the property operating, and no money coming in. In 
recent weeks, meat prices have increased, which would 
be great for those with cattle to sell, but for those who 
have had to sell down their stock, the task of restocking 
when rain comes becomes just one more issue to 
contend with. 

Among all of these concerns things like putting food on 
the table and being able to communicate with others 
are also a challenge. Living on properties in central 
Queensland you don’t have a neighbour living right 
next door. People aren’t prepared to use fuel to go to 
town because the fuel is needed on the properties and 
so people become isolated. Not being able to mix with 
friends when you are living with the stresses described 
above creates the type of situation we hear about of 
people harming themselves. 

The welfare agency Centacare CQ has organised 
an exhibition, called ‘Drought... what next?’3 as a 
visual tribute to life on the land during drought. 

Advertise your Business
Support The Bark, Support the Parish.

It’s good value. Supply your own ad or we can do it for you.
Contact Dominic Alati   domalati@hotmail.com   Ph 0402 131 072

Above: Parched earth from the 'Drought... what 
next?' photographic exhibition.

• Clinic Sister • Chemist Club  
Free Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Testing

REVLON • L’OREAL • DARRELL LEA • CALVIN KLEIN

Shop 11-14, 247 Belmore Road  
Riverwood South

Ph: 9534 2000 Fax: 9533 3096

GALLUZZO’S  
RIVERWOOD  

PLAZA PHARMACY
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Overwhelmingly, they were told that people going 
through this drought really wanted people in the towns, 
along the coast and in the cities, just to remember them 
and that would make a significant difference to their 
wellbeing. These are proud people who aren’t good at 
accepting ‘charity’. 

Centacare has representatives in places like Longreach 
and Emerald and there are various other organisations 
working together to provide different forms of support 
and assistance. 

Centacare focuses on providing information, support, 
referral, and counselling to individuals, families and 
communities affected by drought. 

As a not-for-profit social services organisation it works to 
build community resilience and to help people maintain 
relationships under challenging circumstances.

In May, the Bureau of Meteorology confirmed what  
they had been debating for months – an El Nino  
weather event. 

With 80% of the state drought-declared and rainfall 
sporadic and in small doses, another blow has been 
dealt to drought-stricken parts of the state with this 
unfavourable forecast. 

Apart from this and the current concerns, even when rain 
finally comes, it will be many years before circumstances 
will return to normal. So, as well as the need for 
assistance now, there will be a necessity to continue 
support when conditions improve.

As indicated above, the assistance that we can provide 
financially, via Lending A Hand, is small by comparison 
with the size of the issue, but we will update the parish 
on where our donation has been used once finalised. 

Lending A Hand has one of its aims to be a conduit 
between those in need and those who might be able 
to help where possible. In the past the parish provided 
significant financial support to people in drought in 
Wilcannia Forbes. 

If parishioners have ideas on how we might be able to 
further help I would be happy to hear from you. 

My email address is tonythorpe@optusnet.com.au

Tony Thorpe for Lending A Hand

1. www.catholica.com.au/gc2/occ3/137_occ3_271114.php 
2. www.2gb.com/article/alan-jones-father-maloney  
3. www.thechronicle.com.au/news/drought-exhibition-
shares-the-struggle/2536757/

Sydney Legal Advisers
For all business and commercial legal work

SLA also provides personal legal services including  
conveyancing, wills, estate work,  

estate planning in conjunction with financial planners 

We have two convenient locations:
117 York St, Sydney and 
155 Kyle Pde, Kyle Bay

T +61 (02) 9231 0203  F +61 (02) 9231 0141
0400 632 238 (John Fitzpatrick)

www.sydlegal.com.au

Our solicitors: John Fitzpatrick (BA, LLB, LLM, MHL, MBL) 
Joseph Fitzpatrick (B.Bus, LLB) and Helen Hall (BSAB)
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TRIBUTE TO NADIA
The following extraordinary story is the eulogy 
given by Anna Farrelly at the funeral of her 
mother, Anastazja (Nadia) Walkowicz, in May 
this year.

I am so proud to be my mother’s daughter.

Mum had an amazing life.

She was born in a little village in the East of 
Poland, never in her wildest dreams would she 
have imagined she would end up in Australia. 

She was one of 11 children, her father  
died when she was still quite young.  
They had no luxuries; even shoes were  
for special occasions.  

She said that she didn’t get much formal 
education, maybe about two years worth, as she had to 
help work on the farm along with her siblings. 

Their lives were simple, they ate what they grew and 
they entertained themselves by singing together. This 
love of singing stayed with my mum for life. When I hear 
certain songs I will always think of her.

When she was still in her teenage years the troubles 
started. Poland was attacked from one side by the 
Ukranians and by the Russians and then from the other 
side by Germany. It was a tragic situation, many lives 
were lost. 

When her brother was killed by the Ukranians, my 
grandmother made my mum get married in a hurry in 
order to change her surname as she feared that once 
one family member had been targeted the rest would 
soon follow.  

She married, had a baby girl and then six months later 
the Germans came and took my mum away to Germany 
to do forced labour for German farmers. She suffered 
greatly during this time, alone in a foreign land, people 
being shot and humiliated around her and all the time 
thinking about her baby and whole family and not having 
any way of contacting them.

Mum never held back in saying what she thought. One 
time she said something she shouldn’t have and the 
German had enough of her and said the next day she 
had to go for ‘bread and water’, this meant concentration 
camp which meant death. That night she escaped, she 
had heard that another German farmer was looking for 
more workers.

As she walked across the frosty field, she prayed in 
three languages, Polish, Russian and Ukranian. When 
she finished praying she said she felt as if she gained 

strength and everything around her seemed to look  
more beautiful. 

She went to the house and asked if they needed more 
workers; they said yes.

She survived the rest of the war using amazing survival 
skills and at one stage she hid a young Jewish girl; at 
another time she saved a young boy’s life.

When the Americans and British liberated them, all she 
wanted to do was to go home to her family. She didn’t 
know that home was no longer home. Poland, where 
she was born, was no longer in existence as that part 
was given away in the Yalta agreement to the USSR. 
Everything changed.

She was involved in an accident as she was trying to go 
back home and as she lay on the road, British soldiers 
picked her up and took her to Italy where nuns looked 
after her for a year. From there she ended up as a 
Refugee in England.

In England she spent years looking for her family through 
the Red Cross. She received letters that her husband and 
several siblings had died. At the end there were six of 
them left and her mother was alive but warned her not 
to come back as the situation was not good. 

The daughter who she had been separated from was 
20 by the time the Red Cross found her. She had been 
taken by the Russians away from the family to a  
Russian orphanage.

In London my mum immersed herself in the Polish 
Community. Our house was always full of her friends. 
She was the life and soul of the party, she loved to sing 
and dance and cook wonderful Polish food. She also 
loved to sing in the Church choir. 

She never forgot her family in Poland and Russia and 
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sent many food and clothing parcels to help them out 
when they were struggling. 

Dad died in the ’80s. I moved to Australia in ’91. Mum 
came in 2001. 

I am so pleased my children got to know her and she 
spent time with them. They developed a special bond. 
We enjoyed having her in our lives. We will always 
treasure our times together and our memories. She 
was loving, caring and funny, someone who was always 
young at heart. She loved to prepare Polish food for us. 
When we have Polish food we will always think of her.

The three things that were important to mum were her 
Faith in God, her family and her friends.

In the last weeks of her life she was totally ready to go 
to heaven. The nun at Holy Family told me that as they 
prayed together, my mum was very alert and pointed up 
to heaven and indicated that she was ready to go. She 
was not scared. I know she is watching over us and will 
be forever with us.

Anna Farrelly

PEAK YOUTH
Now that Peak Youth has been running for two terms,  
we have been considering ways to improve it for all  
those involved.

For those in Year 5 and Year 6, we are changing our 
meeting to once a term of fun filled activities on a 
Sunday afternoon. This term it was on Sunday 9  
August 2015. 

This will mean that our fortnightly Friday night meetings 
will be solely for those of you that are in High School 
with meeting times as follows: 
Year 7 to Year 9     6pm to 8pm 
Year 9 to Year 12   7:30pm to 9:30pm

Those of you in Year 9 have the choice of which meeting 
time you would like to attend.

Our first meeting on 24 July was a great success with 
just over 30 students attending. We enjoyed games, 
pizza, table tennis and lots of laughs. We will meet each 
fortnight this term.

A huge thank you must go to Anne-Maree Williams who 
has taken on the role of youth group co-ordinator and is 
doing an outstanding job.

She is even in the process of organising an OLF disco,  
so stay tuned. 

Thanks Anne-Maree.

Emma Williams on behalf of the Youth Group

CHURCH REFURB
Work on the church is being carried out as a matter of 
necessity and to make the church look its best for the 
50th Anniversary celebratrions in May 2016.

The Church Refurbishment Works involving sanding and 
re-staining of the church pews, sanding and re-staining 
of the church floors and replacement of the carpet will be 
carried out in September/October 2015 (to work around 
the busy Parish Calendar). Quotations have now been 
accepted from three contractors for the various works at 
a total cost of $56,760. 

The sanding and re-staining of the church pews and 
the timber floor are expected to take about four weeks 
with a further week for the replacement of the carpet. 
The new carpet, which is red with a small pattern, is 
Signature Floors, Classic Living Collection, Palazzo Range, 
Medici 18 Colour, as displayed at the recent Half Yearly 
Parish Meeting.

The general process for sanding and staining of the pews 
and the timber floor would be: 
• On the Monday, about 10 of the pews (ie. a quarter of 
the total number) would be removed to the grassed area 
behind the Parish House to be sanded and stained with 
the initial two coats; 
• Meanwhile, the available section of the timber floor 
(from where the pews have been removed) would be 
sanded and stained; and 
• On the Friday, the pews would be returned to the 
church and the final coat of stain applied, in readiness for 
the weekend Masses.

The carpet would be laid following completion of the pew 
and floor work. 

The following issues have been identified: 
• The process is very much weather dependent. If the 
pews cannot be returned to the church in time for the 
weekend Masses, chairs from the Parish Hall may have to 
be used; 
• Weekday Masses (Wednesday and Friday mornings) 
would need to be held in the Parish Hall for the term of 
the works; 
• Any funerals during the works would need to be held at 
Penshurst Parish, subject to discussion with the family; 
• Noise from the sanding may be a concern for local 
residents. A meeting would need to be held with 
Grandview’s Bowling Club to discuss the works; and 
• The smell of the stain may be a concern to some 
Parishioners at the weekend Masses.

Any enquiries about the Church Refurbishment Works 
should be referred to the Leadership Team.

The Leadership Team
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WHY ARE CATHOLICS 
CALLED UPON TO GIVE?
“Never see a need without doing something about it”  
St Mary MacKillop (1871)

During each year, parishioners are called upon to donate 
money and goods to various charities both here and 
overseas. 

For decades, our St Vincent de Paul chapter has regularly 
provided assistance to people in need in the local 
community. In addition to this critical support, we have 
the general appeals for the needy at the beginning of 
winter and prior to Christmas. 

At Our Lady of Fatima, through the work of our 
Lending A Hand team and the financial support of the 
parishioners, we also assist a range of charities and 
projects such as the recent funding of a new church in 
East Timor. Regular support is provided to St Canice’s 
Kitchen, the Homicide Victims Support Group, and the 
School of St Jude in Tanzania. 

So why do Catholics help others?  

St John wrote, “How does God’s love abide in anyone 
who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in 
need and yet refuses help?” (1 John 3:17-18)

Catholic Social Teaching is the doctrine developed by 
the Church on matters of social justice, including issues 
of poverty and wealth. Caring for the poor is seen as 
the responsibility of us all. Church teaching says that 
preferential care should be shown to poor and  
vulnerable people. 

Catholic Social Teaching is a central element of our faith. 
It is built on a commitment to the poor with roots in the 
Hebrew scriptures. 

If there is among you anyone in need, a member of your 
community in any of your towns within the land that the 
Lord your God is giving you, do not be hard-hearted or 
tight-fisted toward your needy neighbour. You should 
rather open your hand, willingly lending enough to meet 
the need, whatever it may be.”  (Deuteronomy 15:7-11)

What does this mean for us? 

The world is not just and fair. As a member of the human 
family, every human being is worthy of respect. However, 
almost half of the world’s wealth is now owned by just 
one percent of its population and the wealth of the one 
percent richest people in the world is 65 times the total 
wealth of the bottom half of the world’s population.

There are already many people in our parish who 
regularly make generous donations of their time, effort 
and money to our various appeals for help. Their support 
is always very much appreciated by those in need.

In light of the Gospel and Catholic Social Teaching, 
when there are appeals by our parish to assist those in 
need, we should think about how we are called upon to 
respond and act accordingly.

Jenni Payne

ARTICLES FOR THE BARK 
Relevant contributions for The Bark are welcome. All 
articles should have a relevance to our church. Articles 
should be emailed to: domalati@hotmail.com or left at 
the Parish House with your name and contact details. 
Articles left anonymously will not be accepted. 

We prefer articles you have written yourself, and they 
will receive priority. Reprinting articles from other 
publications and the internet is a breach of copyright 
and cannot be used unless you have received approval. 
Likewise, articles in The Bark are not to be used 
elsewhere without permission from the editor or author.

Articles should be no more than 300 words. Pictures 
help your article and make it more likely to be read. We 
encourage you to send articles and/or pictures of events 
directly related to our parish, or key events in the lives of 
our parishioners. 

Articles are published and edited at the editor’s discretion 
and no guarantee can be given that an article will appear. 

Opinions on church issues are welcome. Opinions 
expressed in articles are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of The Bark, Our Lady of Fatima, 
Peakhurst or the Catholic Church. 

Please support our advertisers without whose generous 
assistance The Bark would not be printed.

Advertise your Business
Support The Bark, Support the Parish.

It’s good value. Supply your own ad or we can do it for you.
Contact Dominic Alati   domalati@hotmail.com   Ph 0402 131 072
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FUNNIES 

An angel appears at a faculty meeting and tells the dean, 
“In return for your unselfish and exemplary behaviour, 
the Lord will reward you with your choice of infinite 
wealth, wisdom, or beauty.”

“Give me infinite wisdom!” declares the dean.

“Done!” says the angel before disappearing in a cloud  
of smoke.

All heads now turn to the dean, who sits surrounded 
by a faint halo of light. “Well,” says a colleague, “say 
something brilliant.”

The dean stands and, with the poise of Socrates, opines, 
“I should have taken the money.”

  ----------------------

A recently ordained priest, Father Henry, was to hold his 
first ever graveside burial service at a pauper’s cemetery 
for an destitute man with no family or friends.

Father Henry, not knowing where the cemetery was, 
made several wrong turns and got lost.

He eventually arrived an hour late, the hearse was 
nowhere in sight, the spade was next to the open hole, 
and the workmen were sitting under a tree eating lunch.

Father Henry, being a reliable young priest went to the 
open grave and found the vault lid already in place. 
Feeling guilty because of his lateness, he preached an 
impassioned and lengthy service, sending the deceased 
to the great beyond in considerable style.

As the good Father returned to his car, he overheard one 
of the workman say to the other, “Fancy that, I’ve been 
putting in septic tanks for twenty five years and I ain’t 
never seen anything like that.”

There is a story about a monastery in Europe perched 
high on a cliff several hundred feet in the air. The only 
way to reach the monastery was to be suspended in a 
basket which was pulled to the top by several monks 
who pulled and tugged with all their strength. 

Obviously the ride up the steep cliff in that basket was 
terrifying. One tourist got exceedingly nervous about 
half-way up as he noticed that the rope by which he was 
suspended was old and frayed. 

With a trembling voice he asked the monk who was 
riding with him in the basket how often they changed 
the rope. The monk thought for a moment and answered 
brusquely, “Whenever it breaks.” 

  ----------------------

9 signs you grew up Catholic

You didn’t want to get to Mass late because only the 
front pews would be left.

Palm Sunday Masses seemed to last all day. And as for 
Easter Saturday...!

You carefully avoided sitting where the sun would stream 
through the stained glass windows.

You mumbled through the verses of hymns you didn’t 
know the words to.

You always wondered if Father would eat the entire giant 
host himself.

When the priest blessed the congregation with holy 
water, you felt extra special when the water actually 
touched you.

You never craved meat more than on Good Friday.

You worried if your hands were sweaty moments before 
the Sign of Peace.

You wrestled with your conscience whether it was okay 
to lean on the seat back while kneeling.
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CATHOLIC CHURCH PEAKHURST 
PARISH OF OUR LADY OF FATIMA

825 FOREST ROAD PEAKHURST 2210 

Parish Priest: Fr John Crothers Assistant: Fr Moses Kim 
Parish Secretary: Ruth Bargarey – PH: 9533 2594 – Fax: 9533 5908

Email: olfpeak@bigpond.com.au  – Web: www.ourladyoffatima.com.au

 

LITURGIES 
Saturday Vigil: 5pm Sunday: 9:15am and 6pm. Wednesday and Friday: 9:30am Mass followed by Rosary.

SACRAMENTAL SCHEDULE 
Baptism: 10:30am 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Contact Parish House for details. 
Marriage: Six months notice required. Contact Parish House for details. 
Anointing: Any time day 9533 2594 or night 9580 1310. 
Reconciliation: Saturday 4:30pm.
 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Robert De Marcellis (Chair), David Payne, Agnes Webb, Emma Williams, Camille Philips, Bob Barisic. 

THE BARK 
Dominic Alati 0402 131 072 domalati@hotmail.com
Thanks to the following people who help produce The Bark: John Vaux, Donna Ryan-Alati, Lynelle Lembryk,  
Ruth Bargarey, Fr John, Fr Moses, the Leadership Team, the Finance Team, those who contributes articles,  
advertisers and supporters.

Sacramental Program 2015

Confirmation: Sunday 30 August 2.30pm
Enrolments now closed

First Reconciliation: Friday 20 November 5pm
For children in Year 2 or over
Enrolments due 18 September

Enrolment forms for each Sacrament can be downloaded at the parish website  
www.ourladyoffatima.com.au


