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LOOKING BACK  
ON A BUSY YEAR
While 2012 has been a year of many changes and initiatives 
here at Our Lady of Fatima Parish what is constant is the 
wonderful contribution that so many people make to keep 
our parish alive and active and to continue the mission 
we have set – to build and nurture a Christian community 
through our Catholic faith and create a parish that 
welcomes all people.

One of the biggest changes was the retirement of our long 
serving parish secretary, Ruth. While sad to see Ruth leave 
that position, we welcomed Lynelle who has continued with 
diligence the administration of parish affairs but has also 
built on the wonderful pastoral support provided to many 
parishioners. Her effervescent and cheerful smile and ‘no 
job too hard’ mantra has convinced all that the Parish is 
in good hands. Thank you Lynelle for your hard work and 
support of the Leadership Team and all of our ministries.

An initiative that was required of the Parish this year was 
the implementation of Work, Health and Safety Processes 
and Procedures. We were able to conduct inductions in 
safety procedures for many ministry members and those 
who assist in liturgies. An electrical audit and tagging 
process was completed and first aid kits purchased. Deb 
Cummins volunteered to oversee WHS issues and will 
continue to keep our Parish up-to-date with all necessary 
requirements. Areas to be dealt with in 2013 are fire safety 
procedures, further safety inductions with parishioners and 
investigation into issues related to hall hire and carpark use.

An ongoing area in all parishes is that of maintenance and 
refurbishment of the parish and church facilities. What 
would we do without Paul Moreton? We are extremely 
grateful to Paul who spends so much time addressing 
all maintenance issues. This year saw a major job in 

resurfacing and marking of the carpark and the provision 
of extra disabled parking spots and crossing markings. 
Next to be completed is the installation of carpark lighting, 
replacement of guttering, down pipes and carport roof and 
replacement of carpet in the church. Thank you Paul for all 
you do in this area.

In conjunction with Paul has been Charles Centorrino who 
liaises with him in the area of maintenance but has also 
developed a new committee dealing with Communication 
and Technology issues in the Parish. This ministry will 
continually monitor all IT needs and ensure efficient 
communication procedures occur here at OLF. As a result 
we are currently conducting a census in the Parish to assist 
in maintaining a communication database. Paul and Deb 
will join with this ministry as the areas of maintenance and 
WHS can be supported and monitored. Thanks Charles and 
team for this excellent initiative.

From a suggestion from Ronny Martinovic and the 
Leadership Team, Thanksgiving Masses were held recently

Continued on next page...
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to acknowledge the wonderful work of all ministries. 
From the outstanding social justice work and active 
demonstration to the wider community that has taken place 
all year, to the valuable faith development of young and 
old, our Parish is blessed to have so many who contribute 
so much. Thank you to all Ministries for your ongoing 
commitment to our Parish’s mission.

Finally the Leadership Team would like to thank Fr John 
and Fr Thu for their pastoral care, wonderful liturgies 
and spiritual leadership to all here at Peakhurst. We owe 
them our gratitude for helping make Our Lady of Fatima a 
vibrant, welcoming and loving faith community. 

We wish everyone a happy, healthy and peaceful Christmas 
and a wonderful 2013.

Deb Cummins 
On behalf of the Leadership Team

LEADERSHIP CHANGES 

Under the parish constitution, two people from the 
Leadership Team step down every year, after serving a 
three-year term. Two new members join the team. At the 
November Annual General Meeting, Deb Cummins and 
Charles Centorrino stepped down and Robert De Marcellis 
and Agnes Webb were welcomed (pictured above).

Peter Atkins withdrew his nomination, offering instead to 
devote his energy to the Communications Team.

THE CHAIR
The chair pictured right was purchased at Steer’s House 
Auctions at Parramatta by Mrs Anne Allen of Lugarno.

The chair was in a dilapidated condition and was described 
as a Jacobean period bishop’s chair, of unknown origin.

We asked Father O’Shea, the first parish priest of Our Lady 
of Fatima, if it would be appropriate to donate the chair to 
the church for use on special occasions. Father O’Shea was 

Above: Joe and Sara Cumming.  
Below: The chair during the Feast of Christ the King.  

delighted and accepted our offer, knowing that the chair 
could be put to good use.

Mr Joe Cumming, Anne Allen’s, father who was a carpenter 
and a returned serviceman, said he would strip the chair 
and refurbish it with new stain and beautiful red upholstery. 
His widow Sara Cumming is now 91 and resides in the 
Rosary Village in Yennora, Fairfield.

The chair is still used on special occasions, such as for 
visiting bishops, Confirmation days and on the feast of 
Christ the King.

Richard & Anne Allen and Tony & Rose Galluzzo
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FAMILY GROUP
Twenty years ago a new Ministry was 
started in our Parish – Family Groups. 
We initially started with eight groups 
of people from newborn to the more 
mature members of our Parish. It was 
very tenuous, no-one knowing how it 
would go. There was some shuffling 
of members, but on the whole it went 
without too many hitches.

A Family Group consists of approximately 
ten ‘families’, a family being a group 
of people who mostly live under the 
same roof. The activities we attend are 
varied but at the start many of us had 
young families so they had to be low cost; breakfast and 
a game of cricket in a local park, casserole night either at 
the church hall or a generous host’s home. We had a self-
catered weekend away if possible and open to all groups.

Over the years the dynamics of the groups have changed 
and some joined together as members fell away. Families 
left the parish, children became more time consuming and 
then grew up and moved away, some members passed 
away. And so like all families we went with the flow and 
adapted to the times.

A necessary feature of the group is an enthusiastic leader 
and if you are not at the planning meeting you never know 
what you will be in for.

There is only one Family Group still meeting in our Parish. 
We were called the Mo’s as nearly all the gentlemen in the 
group had a moustache; now I hope we can call ourselves 
very good friends. 

A lot of us are grandparents now and are able to do 
different activities but for all of us to get together at the 
same time is still a feat. And as for that elusive weekend 
away, we have now been planning it for at least six months.

Noelene Hammond

CONGRATULATIONS 
EVELYN
On Sunday 22 September, Evelyn Graham received the 
Cardinal Freeman Award for 25 years as a catechist. It’s 
an outstanding achievement for Evelyn who is our tireless 
parish co-ordinator of that ministry. 

Evelyn is pictured below with her daughter Jovina outside 
St Mary’s Cathedral where she received the award.

The last of the Family Groups at a recent gathering.

CHRISTMAS  
MASS TIMES
Christmas Vigil: 6pm Monday 24 December 
Carols start at 5.30pm

Christmas Eve: 9pm Monday 24 December 
Carols start at 8.30pm

Christmas Day: 9.15am Tuesday 25 December 
Carols start at 8.45am

There is no evening Mass at Peakhurst on Christmas Day, 
but one at St Declan’s Penshurst 6pm.
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LITURGY LINES ‒ 
YEAR OF GRACE
The Year of Grace spans the time from Pentecost 2012 to 
Pentecost 2013.

The Year of Grace is an invitation to the Catholics of this 
nation to join their Bishops on a spiritual journey, a time 
of listening to the Spirit, a space to recognise God’s grace 
in our lives and to encounter Jesus afresh.

In this Year of Grace, we are asked to commit to: 
• praying daily, seeking the mind and heart of Jesus Christ; 
• repenting for the areas in which we have failed and 
seek healing and renewal through the grace of Christ’s 
forgiveness; and 
• walking the path of holiness, cultivating the many gifts 
of the Spirit and seeking to grow as disciples of Jesus.

A special National Prayer has been prepared:

Year of Grace Prayer 
Gracious God, You have blessed this ancient land 
with many gifts, especially its people. 
We thank you for the Year of Grace,  
a time to start afresh from Christ.

You invite us to contemplate 
the face of Jesus your Son, 
that we may experience a new wave of grace, 
and that the light of Christ 
may burn more brightly in our lives.

Attune our hearts and minds 
to the presence of your Holy Spirit, 
that our Church may be transformed, 
our relationships be healed, 
and our nation grow in compassion and justice.

With the intercession of St. Mary MacKillop, 
who showed us new ways of living the Gospel, 
we make our prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Mary, Help of Christians, pray for us.

Pope Benedict XVI has also proclaimed a Year of Faith 
for the whole church from 11 October 2012, the fiftieth 
anniversary of the beginning of the Second Vatican 
Council. With grace leading to faith, and faith responding 
to grace, the Year of Faith and the Year of Grace will 
complement each other.

Information about the Year of Grace provided by the 
Archdiocese is made available on the tables at the entries 
to the church.

David Payne 
For the Liturgy Committee

NEW EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS
In the last issue of The Bark we reported on the 
commissioning of 11 parishioners as Eucharistic ministers. 

Three more parishioners were commissioned as Eucharistic 
Ministers on 17 November: Marie Ryan, Bridget Ryan and 
Samantha Zenere. 

It’s great to see that five of the 14 new Eucharistic Ministers 
are part of the youth of our parish.
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30 YEARS AS ACOLYTES
Two of our parishioners, Paul Finch and Tony King, 
recently celebrated 30 years as acolytes in our Parish.

We congratulate Paul and Tony on this special 
anniversary and thank them for their wonderful service 
to our parish community.

Below, Tony, on behalf of Paul and himself, shares his 
thoughts on their time as acolytes:

Paul Finch and I, together with Bernie and Peter 
Holdsworth, Leo Duck and Frank Golding were 
commissioned as acolytes on 5 November, 1982 by 
Bishop Cremin at St. Michael’s Church Hurstville where 
we completed the course. Father Joseph O’Shea, our 
then Parish Priest, had invited us all to volunteer for  
this ministry.

In those thirty years that have simply flown by, Paul and 
I have been privileged to serve our Parish as acolytes, 
assisting in the wonderful liturgies: First Communions, 
Confirmations, Christmas and Easter celebrations etc, 
that make our Parish so special.

A number of our fellow parishioners have joined us as 
acolytes over the years, and we also welcomed our 
female acolytes who have added so much warmth and 
reverence to our ceremonies.

We have served with fine priests in that time, from  
Fr O’Shea and Fr Camilleri in the early days, with many 
very able administrators following, until we became a 
parish with a non-resident priest. Fr Jacobs and our 
current Parish Priest, Fr John Crothers, have been a 
privilege to serve, as have assistant priests, Frs Richard, 
Maurice, Manuel, Van and Thu.

May the Holy Spirit continue to guide our parish, and 
encourage even more involvement of our parishioners.

Tony King

In recognising Paul and Tony on this occasion, we should 
also acknowledge the contribution of Bernie Holdsworth 
(mentioned above) to our Parish as acolyte, Liturgy 
Committee member, cantor, and in so many other ways. 

Thank you, Bernie.

David Payne for the Liturgy Committee

MORNING TEA
A regular feature of the year has been our morning teas 
after 9.15am Mass. Hosted by the Welcoming Team, 
they are a great opportunity to have a chat over a cup of 
coffee with fellow parishioners. 

At the morning tea on 28 October, one of our altar 
servers, Travis Hochwallner sold cakes to raise money 
for his journey to World Youth Day in 2013 (pictured 
below). Through the generosity and sweet teeth of our 
parishioners, Travis was able to raise $534.

Advertisers wanted
Support The Bark, support the parish.

Supply your own ad or we can do it for you.  
Advertising rates are very good value.

Contact Dominic Alati   domalati@hotmail.com   Ph 0402 131 072

Save up to 50%

Buy direct

Receive gifts when you
 host a Pearl Party  

Marissa's Freshwater Pearls Ph 0401 369 286

Marissa's 
Freshwater Pearls
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DID YOU KNOW
We were all thrilled to hear in October that Fr John 
has been re-appointed Parish Priest of Peakhurst and 
Penshurst for another six-year term.

The parish lost an icon with the death of Col Sinclair, who 
passed away in September this year. Col has been in the 
parish since its beginning and there is nothing much that 
Col did not know about the parish. As there is an article 
on Col in this edition (p10) I will not go any further than 
to extend to Kath and her family our deepest sympathy.

The annual Fashion Parade held in October was, as 
usual, a great success with a good attendance and lovely 
fashions to see. The fashions were enhanced by the 
professional modelling by our girls, namely Jackie Balk, 

Denise McKiernan, Angela Centorrino, Maria Vaux, Connie 
Alifano and Jan Lambert who generously gave of their 
time for the Catholic Women’s League, and for this we 
are very grateful. Each of the models looked absolutely 
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bubbly Jackie. The money raised from the Parade was 
$1,000 and this will go towards helping charities that are 
supported by CWL. We thank the parishioners for their 
continued support of the CWL. Some photos from the 
parade are on these pages.

We soon say farewell to Christine and Dan Buckman as 
they settle on the lovely Central Coast. Christine did a 
great job as head of the Altar Society, and also became 
a Eucharistic Minister. Dan was a member of the new 
Communications Committee. We wish them all the best 
with the next stage of their lives.

The parents of Tom Ryan and Donna Ryan-Alati recently 
celebrated 60 years of marriage. The entire family met 
at Avoca for a weekend of celebrations, which included a 
special blessing by the priest at Mass in Kincumber.

Congratulations to Evelyn Graham’s daughter Jovina who 
recently announced her engagement.

Congratulations to long-time supporters of The Bark,  
LJ Hooker for raising over $19,000 for St George Hospital 
Children’s Ward and Special Care Nursery at their Trivia 
Night. Several parishioners attended the event.

In closing, may I wish everyone every blessing for a 
happy and healthy Christmas and may 2013 be successful 
and PLEASE go a little slower as this year absolutely flew.

Bye and God bless. 

Inez Mullen

radiant and demonstrated the fashions in a beautiful 
manner. The parade was presented by Robyne and Tonya 
of Rainbow Fashions. It was nice to see Jackie Balk, who 
only moved away about two years ago – still the lovely 

Looking to Buy?
Looking to Sell?
Looking to Rent?

Contact the team at LJ Hooker

LJ Hooker Mortdale 
11A Morts Rd, Mortdale 

P: (02) 9570 4488   F: (02) 9570 8080

LJ Hooker Riverwood 
164 Belmore Rd, Riverwood 

P: (02) 9533 1111   F: (02) 9533 9533

Visit www.ljhooker.com.au
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LENDING A HAND 
YEARLY OVERVIEW 
The Lending A Hand Ministry receives an allocation of 
around $8,000 each year, being 10% of annual envelope 
collections. 2011-2012 has been somewhat of a catch-up 
as the total donated was around $11,400. The following 
are details of what was distributed on your behalf, the 
parishioners of Our Lady of Fatima, to various causes:

1. St Canice’s $534.46. Apart from food supplied by 
parishioners, there is a need for some costs to be borne 
by Lending A Hand for the 2 visits to St Canice’s each 
year, to provide meals for homeless people in the Kings 
Cross area e.g. containers to transport the food etc.

2. Youth Zone $1,000. YouthZone is a drop-in centre in 
Hurstville for youth that is connected to the Pole Depot. 
Our donation went towards supplying a Weber barbecue, 
a video game and foos ball table used at the centre.

3. School of St Jude $660. As part of a 3 year program 
we have funded the cost of a bus to collect the children 
and take them to school in Tanzania.

4. School of St Jude $2,219.50. Lending A Hand funds 
were added to the gold coin collection from all Masses 
when Kim Saville from the School of St Jude spoke at 
the 5pm Mass. The combined donation from the gold 
coin collection and this additional amount from Lending 
A Hand funds was $5,000. This funded 2 teachers for 
one year with the balance going to provide food for the 
children. We received beautiful thank you letters created 
by the children and these have been included in previous 
editions of The Bark.

5. Can Assist $595. Can Assist is a country charity 
assisting families affected by cancer. Our gift provided 
a silicone overlay, cover and shower chair for the West 
Wyalong branch of this charity.

6. Uganda $1,400. We had committed to financially 
assist Denis, a young Ugandan studying for a medical 
qualification, over the period of his studies. This 
qualification will enable Denis to treat a number of 
diseases affecting people in his own community.

7. St Monica’s Queensland $5,000. This allocation was for 
a parish near Ipswich in Queensland. We selected this 
parish as it was in an area that had been affected by the 
floods in Queensland in 2011. They are planning to build 
a new church but currently hold Mass at a local Catholic 
school. Our contribution will be combined with other 
donations to provide a public address (PA) system for  
the chapel where Mass is celebrated.

Tony Thorpe for the Lending A Hand Team

THE BLITZ ON  
EBONY HOUSE
On a recent very hot November weekend a group of 80+ 
volunteers gathered at Waterfall to ‘blitz’ Ebony House.

The concept of Ebony House came about after Christine 
Simpson, from her own experiences identified the need 
for some kind of recovery centre for people affected by 
the murder of a loved one. The purpose of Ebony House 
is to give people affected by homicide a place to go when 
they feel overwhelmed with everyday life. It is a place 
where people can get away from well-meaning people 
who phone and drop in, from the media and from all the 
reminders of the loved one in their homes.

In 1995, Bob Carr gave the use of the cottage at 
Waterfall to the Homicide Victims Support Group to use.

Although it has been well-used since, the bungalow style 
cottage has not had so much as a lick of paint since the 
’70s. This is where Bill Green comes into the story. 

Bill had visited the house over the years in his role as a 
serving police officer at Maroubra Police Station. Bill felt 
that the place was looking tired and in desperate need of 
some TLC.

While sitting at his desk one afternoon, Bill got the idea 
to ‘blitz’ the house.

The call went out to Bill’s mates and locals to gather  
one weekend for the makeover. The response to his  
call was tremendous!

Bill told me that a plumber mate of his turned up to fix 
up the plumbing late on Saturday afternoon. Bill directed 
him out the back only to have him return 5 minutes later 
to tell him there was already a plumber out there and the 
job was nearly finished. Bill doesn’t even know who the 
plumber was.

The back of this cottage now has a landscaped 
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remembrance garden. A reflection area is surrounded by 
hedges in the shape of an embrace.

After painting, staining, cleaning, mulching, fitting  
a new kitchen and much more the makeover was  
nearly complete. 

Our Lady of Fatima Peakhurst, through the Lending A 
Hand ministry, helped fill in some remaining gaps. We 
delivered a new clothes dryer, DVD player and TV unit to 
the house. 

Bill and his weary team were incredibly grateful for this 
generous support from the parishioners of OLF.

With its new lease on life this special cottage in its 
tranquil semi rural setting can continue to provide a place 
of solace and respite to those who need it.

Emma Williams for the Lending A Hand Team

THANK YOU FOR  
YOUR GENEROSITY 
Thanks to all the parishioners of OLF Peakhurst, much 
love and practical help has been given this past year 
to people in need. We have recently received heartfelt 
letters of appreciation from Fr Chris Riley of Youth 
Off the Streets and Fr Chris Jenkins from St Canice’s, 
Elizabeth Bay, extracts from both letters are below. 

Fr Chris Riley’s visit to our parish was a great weekend 
and provided an excellent opportunity for us all to 
hear, first hand, about the programs he runs including 
Aboriginal programs, crisis accommodation, alcohol and 
other drug services, counselling, accredited high schools, 
outreach, residential programs and a mentoring program. 
Your donations made at the Masses that weekend will 
help many young people to create a better life. More 
information about the amazing work of Youth Off the 
Streets can be found at www.youthoffthestreets.com.au

Many parishioners have actively supported the Lending 
a Hand presence at Canice’s Kitchen over the years by 
cooking food and volunteering to work as kitchen hands 
preparing, serving and cleaning up lunch for nearly 200 
people in February and August each year. As well as 
providing a substantial meal, this work is about giving 
love and care to people.

OLF has also donated and installed a Zip instant hot 
water system to St Canice’s in recent months. This 
is located in the dining area and means that tea and 
coffee can be made easily and safely; the previous 
system involved carrying buckets of water to fill old-style 
urns involving lots of drips and risks. In addition to the 
Kitchen, St Canice’s provides many services to the street 

people of the inner city and further afield. See their web 
page for more information www.stcanice.com.au

If you are interested in becoming part of the Lending a 
Hand team or offering some suggestions, please contact 
Tony Thorpe on 9584 2815. 

Julia Goff

From Fr Chris Riley

Just writing to let you know that your community 
donated $8,140 on that weekend. This is an 
extraordinary contribution from a small parish – the most 
over the past few years. Quite staggering really.

From Fr Chris Jenkins

Many thanks to you and all members of your Lending A 
Hand Team for your wonderful donation of the Zip heater 
for Canice’s Kitchen. It’s installed and running well – so 
much more efficient and safe than our old system! It 
saves us a lot of work and worry – a great contribution to 
our community.

A REPORT ON SANTO 
In the last issue of The Bark we featured a story about 
young Santo who is confined to a wheelchair. The 
following is a message from Ellie at Country Hope who 
helps Santo with his day-to-day struggles.

Santo is going OK. He will be in Sydney for another two 
weeks, then hopefully home for Christmas. Yes it is hard 
to complain when so many children are not well and 
doing it tough… and yes many of them are so brave. 

We had our Christmas party on Sunday (very hot!). It 
went very well… always a worry for me as I’m the one  

 that makes  
 sure all the  
 kids get a 
 present from  
 Santa…and  
 they did! Over  
 200 presents  
 needed this  
 year (the  
 siblings also  
 get a present).  
 It was a very  
 good day.

 Wishing you  
 all a very Merry  
 Christmas from  
 all at Country 
 Hope.
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COL SINCLAIR
On 23 September 
this year, we lost 
part of our history 
when Col Sinclair 
passed away.

At Mass the 
following 
weekend, Kevin 
Greene spoke 
about Col 
and about his 
contribution to  
our parish, how  
he played a role  
in the original 
design of the 
church, and how 
many years later 
at a meeting 

about redesigning the church, Col spoke so passionately 
against the proposal that it made Kevin change his vote.

Col and his wife Kathie were regulars at Saturday evening 
Mass, where Col was the chief warden, organising people 
to take the collection plates around.

He was also a Eucharistic Minister for about 20 years, 
and in all that time missed just one day of taking 
Communion to the elderly.

Col met Kathie in 1952 and proposed to her after just 
two weeks of courtship. They were married on  
St Valentine’s Day 1953 and moved to Lorraine Street  
in Peakhurst.

They have three children, 10 grandchildren and six  
great grandchildren.

Col was an engineer, inventor and designer, and spent 
much of his spare time in his retirement making wooden 
toys in his workshop, which he gave to disadvantaged 
children. He made as many as 200 toys a year, each 
a brilliant piece of craftsmanship in the way it was 
designed and moved. He even designed toys especially 
for blind children. 

When the church was being planned, Col worked closely 
with our first Parish Priest, Fr O’Shea and built a scale 
model of the church for the architect to work from. 
Meanwhile, Kathie made four sets of vestments for  
Fr O’Shea.

Col also designed the Pole Depot at Mortdale and street 
light brackets that are still used today.

In his spare time, Col played the organ, played golf and 
enjoyed most of all being with his family.

When Kathie became ill, Col visited her in the nursing 
home every single day. Col moved to Peakhurst 
Retirement Village in 2011.

Col was a gentle, caring man, who was generous with  
his time and talents, and as such, leaves quite a legacy, 
not the least with our parish. We wish his family our 
sincere condolences.

Dominic Alati

• Clinic Sister • Chemist Club  
Free Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Testing

REVLON • L’OREAL • DARRELL LEA • CALVIN KLEIN

Shop 11-14, 247 Belmore Road  
Riverwood South

Ph: 9534 2000 Fax: 9533 3096

GALLUZZO’S  
RIVERWOOD  

PLAZA PHARMACY

Col and Kathie Sinclair
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WHITE SUNDAY 
On Sunday 7 October at Our Lady 
of Fatima Peakhurst, the Samoan 
community celebrated White Sunday – a 
very special day in the Samoan calendar, 
especially for the children.

Every member of the congregation was 
dressed in white for an incredibly joyous 
and spiritual occasion, some wearing 
leis of flowers and lollies. Nine children 
received First Holy Communion.

The Archbishop of Samoa was here 
for the service, Archbishop Alapati Lui 
Mataeliga. Six Samoan priests were 
also in attendance, including our former 
assistant priest, Fr Maurice Thompson. 

In true Samoan tradition, there was a 
huge choir and the singing was magnificent.

Before the White Sunday ceremony, there was a 
very informal hour where the Samoan youth did 
performances, sang songs, danced and spoke about 
what White Sunday meant to them.

Dominic Alati

ST VINNIES HAMPERS
Every year before Christmas, the Peakhurst St Vincent 
de Paul Society requests food items for their Christmas 
hampers to give to local families. 

Just as they always do, the people of our parish 
responded generously. Local businesses have also helped 
out by providing non-food gifts to go with the hampers.

The Peakhurst chapter of St Vincent de Paul is a 
very busy group, visiting and assisting many families 
throughout the year. They do this without fanfare, 
preferring to go about their business discreetly and with 
respect for those who need a bit of help.

We congratulate the team for their tremendous 
achievements in 2012 and wish them well and continued 
energy and success in their endeavours in 2013.

If you would like to donate money to St Vinnies, please 
contact Lynelle in the parish house.

Above: Fr Maurice Thompson with Archbishop Alapati Lui Mataeliga and 
another visiting Samoan priest on White Sunday.
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REMEMBERING FRANK
Frank and Bettina Golding were very instrumental figures 
at Our Lady Of Fatima from day one. 

Frank loved The Bark and contributed to nearly every 
issue. In fact if it were not for Frank, The Bark may not 
be around today. When the previous editors, Julia and Jo 
decided they had done enough at the end of 2006, Frank 
suggested I take on the role.

I interviewed Frank to do an article on him for an issue 
of The Bark in 2008 (Issue 4). I went to his place on 
Belmore Road, set back from the street. It was a big 
house with much of its old charm maintained the way 
he liked it. Things he loved were everywhere, including 
a piano, his pottery and pictures of his children, 
grandchildren and of 
course his wife whom he 
missed dearly after she 
died. Every year on the 
anniversary of her death 
he would stand outside 
church after the 9.15am 
Mass and be in tears. 
“It’s self pity”, he’d say, 
but I think in Frank’s  
own way he was happy 
to display how adoring 
he was of the woman 
who filled his life with  
so much joy. 

Before I left his place, he proudly showed me around his 
garden of orchids and clivia. He was not as mobile as he 
used to be, so his garden was a little neglected, but he 
gave me a clivia to take home. 

A few weeks later, Frank fell while getting the bus and 
was taken to hospital without the medication he regularly 
needed. He died that night (15 Nov 2008). At his funeral, 
his daughter Bettina spoke of how much the parish 
meant to Frank, and even how much he loved The Bark. 

Every year around September the clivia bursts into a 
strong, bright orange flower – easily the most striking 
flower in my yard. And I can reflect on Frank and 
remember what a wonderful man he was and the 
contribution he made to our parish.

His family lives far from Peakhurst now, so there are 
no Goldings at our church. While I’m a firm believer in 
‘getting on with life’, I also believe we should reserve a 
space in our hearts to remember the Frank Goldings of 
our lives.

Dominic Alati

LIONESS FAIR 
Every year, the Georges River Lioness Fair takes place 
in the church grounds to raise money for the great work 
that the Lionesses do. It also raises the awareness of the 
Lioness Club.

This year, on Saturday 24 November, around 50 stalls 
took part, including crafts, cakes, used treasures, a 
sausage sizzle and much more. 

Advertise your business in The Bark
It’s good value. Supply your own ad or we can do it for you.
Contact Dominic Alati   domalati@hotmail.com   Ph 0402 131 072
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HAWAIIAN ADVENTURE
Ladies, would you like to know how to convert the man 
in your life into an enthusiastic retail therapist? Just 
take him on a holiday to Hawaii. Recently I witnessed 
the conversion of seven reluctant shopping husbands 
into bargain hunters extraordinaire. Yes, the shopping in 
Hawaii is so good that even the gentlemen enjoyed it.

Recently seven couples from Peakhurst Parish travelled 
to Hawaii to celebrate a ‘significant birthday’ with Mary 
Jones. Along for the adventure was of course Mary’s 
husband Lee, as well as Bernie and Laureen Holdsworth, 
Kevin and Frances Greene, Tim and Robyn Martin, 
Camille and George Phillips, Kathy and Len Dennett and 
Denise and Keven McKiernan. Initially staying in Waikiki 
we experienced beautiful weather while exploring the 
many shops, visiting Pearl Harbor, the Polynesian Cultural 
Centre, more shops, Diamond Head, the Hawaiian Royal 
Palace, King’s Village (with a cute little café set in the 
1950s) and the famous Cheesecake Factory. The beach 
was great where we all enjoyed a swim, while Camille 
and Frances had a go on a paddle board.

On the night of Mary’s birthday we all attended the Magic 
of Polynesia Show where the illusionist John Hirokawa 
put on a brilliant show. I still do not know where that 
Lamborghini or helicopter went, not to mention the 
young lady. Bernie was chosen from the audience to 
assist on stage and of course did us proud with his own 
great performance.

We attended Mass at St Augustine By-the-sea, an oasis 
in the hustle and bustle of Waikiki. At the end of Mass 
Fr Lane asked who were visitors to the Parish. Over half 
the congregation raised their hands. Fr Lane announced 
Council approval for the building of a new museum to 
honour Hawaii’s first saint – Saint Damien of Molokai 
(1840-1889) and Blessed Sister Marianne. All they need is 
five million dollars to get the ball rolling.

Saint Damien was a Belgian priest who went to Hawaii 
as a missionary in 1864. He was dearly loved by the 
Hawaiian people and spent the last 16 years of his 
life caring for patients with leprosy who had been 
quarantined by the government on the island of Molokai. 
Saint Damien died from the disease and was canonized 
by Pope Benedict XVI in October 2009. 

Blessed Sister Marianne was a nun from mainland USA 
who also went to Hawaii as a missionary and assisted 
Saint Damien in his work. Blessed Sister Marianne will be 
canonized next month.

Some of the party then went on to Maui for a little  
R and R for three days. Very little shopping there,  
so the credit cards had a rest too.

We all arrived home safe and sound after two weeks of 
fun, laughter, ‘uplifting’ experiences and a drink or two. 
There is no better way to spend a holiday than to share 
it with dear friends.

Denise McKiernan 

Winchester, Lonnon & Klein  
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 

Corporate And Personal Taxation Specialists 

Peter J Winchester ACA 
Also offering Investment, Retirement, Insurance, Superannuation,  

Mortgage Elimination and Leasing Services with 
Professional Investment Services P/L 

ABN 11074608558 
FINANCIAL PLANNERS AFS Licence No 234951

Tom Ryan MAppFin BSc DipEd DipFinPlan CFP

617-621 Forest Rd, Bexley NSW 2207. Ph: (02) 8567 6333 Fax: (02) 9587 1176

Some of the group near the statue of St Augustine.
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THE MULCH 
CONTINUES 
Despite warnings and the installation of gates, another 
load of mulch was illegally dumped in the church grounds 
on 20 October. 

The removal is not only causing a regular headache, but 
costing the parish money. While you are invited to take 
as much mulch as you want, there is no guarantee it 
won’t be infested with termites.

If you have any details, please contact Riverwood Police.

TABLE TENNIS 
Every Sunday afternoon in the parish hall, a group of 
people get together to play table tennis. Everyone is 
welcome and all levels are catered for. A small fee covers 
the hire of the hall and some refreshments. 

Our former Assistant Priest Fr Van is a regular player 
(and very good too!)

FRIENDSHIP GROUP
Our happy little group enjoys coming together each 
fortnight to have a friendly chat over a cuppa and play a 
few board games or cards. Bingo is played every six weeks. 
We have 24 guests and 10 helpers who provide transport, 
also sandwiches and cakes for morning tea and lunch. We 
meet between 9.30am and 1pm.

Everyone is looking forward to our Christmas Party with 
Tony Girdler as our entertainer. If you’d like to help the 
Group, call Helen on 9153 5074.

Helen Cozzi

THE ALTAR SOCIETY 
NEEDS YOU
One of the behind-the-scenes teams, the Altar Society, 
needs some help. They do general tasks around the 
church, such as filling the holy water fonts, dusting the 
altar and general cleaning. No heavy work is involved. If 
you can help, contact Christine Buckman on 9533 2973.

ARTICLES FOR THE BARK 
Relevant contributions for The Bark are welcome. All 
articles should have a spiritual relevance to our church. 
Preference is for articles and pictures to be emailed to: 
domalati@hotmail.com Otherwise, leave at the Parish 
House with your name and contact details. Articles left 
anonymously will not be accepted. 

We prefer articles you have written yourself, and they 
will receive priority. Reprinting articles from other 
publications and the internet is a breach of copyright 
and cannot be used unless you have received approval. 
Likewise, articles in The Bark are not to be used 
elsewhere without permission from the editor or author.

Articles should be no more than 300 words. Pictures 
help your article and make it more likely to be read. We 
encourage you to send articles and/or pictures of events 
directly related to our parish, or key events in the lives of 
our parishioners. 

Articles are published and edited at the editor’s discretion 
and no guarantee can be given that an article will appear. 

Opinions on church issues are welcome. Opinions 
expressed in articles are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of The Bark, Our Lady of Fatima, 
Peakhurst or the Catholic Church. 

Please support our advertisers without whose generous 
assistance The Bark would not be printed.

The Majellan
Family Magazine

A popular quarterly magazine  
supporting faith and upholding 

the sanctity of marriage and family

Subscription: $10 per year

The Majellan, P.O. Box 43, 
Brighton, Vic. 3186 

 www.majellan.org.au 
Tel: 03 9592 2777
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FUNNIES
An overweight man decided it was time to shed some 
excess weight. He took his new diet seriously, even 
changing his driving route to avoid his favourite bakery. 

One morning, however, he arrived at work carrying a 
doughnut. His colleagues all scolded him, but his smile 
remained cherubic. 

“This is a very special doughnut,” he explained. “I 
accidentally drove by the bakery this morning and there 
in the window were a host of goodies. I felt this was no 
accident, so I prayed, ‘Lord, if you want me to have one 
of those doughnuts, let me have a parking place directly 
in front of the bakery.’ And sure enough,” he continued, 
“the eighth time around the block, there it was!”

A court jester went too far one day and insulted his king. 
The king became so infuriated that he sentenced the 
jester to be executed. His court prayed upon the king to 
have mercy for this man who had served him well for so 
many years. After a time, the king relented only enough 
to give the jester his ‘choice’ as to how he would like to 
die. True to form, the jester replied, “If it’s all the same 
to you my Lord, I’d like to die of old age.”

A drunk stumbles across a baptismal service on Sunday 
afternoon down by the river.

He proceeds to walk down into the water and stand next 
to the Preacher.

The minister turns and notices the old drunk and says, 
“My friend, are you ready to find Jesus?”

The drunk looks back and says, “Yes, Preacher...  
I sure am.”

The minister then dunks the fellow under the water and 
pulls him right back up. “Have you found Jesus?” the 
preacher asked.

“Nooo, I haven’t!” said the drunk.

The preacher then dunks him under for quite a bit 
longer, brings him up and says, “Now, brother, have you 
found Jesus?”

“Noooo, I have not Reverend.”

The preacher in disgust holds the man under for at 
least 30 seconds this time, brings him out of the water 
and says in a harsh tone, “My goodness, man, have you 
found Jesus yet?”

The old drunk wipes his eyes and says to the preacher... 
“Are you sure this is where he fell in?”

My son, who is in kindergarten, practices spelling with 
magnetic letters on the refrigerator: cat, dog, dad, and 
mum have been proudly displayed for all to see.

One morning while getting ready for the day, the boy 
bounded into the room with his arms outstretched. In his 
hands were three magnetic letters: G - O - D.

“Look what I spelled, Mum!” the boy exclaimed, a proud 
smile on his face.

“That’s wonderful!” I praised him. “Now go put them on 
the fridge so Dad can see when he gets home tonight.” 
That Catholic education is certainly having an impact, I 
thought, happily.

Just then, a little voice called from the kitchen.

“Mum? How do you spell ‘zilla?’”

Do you know the three times that most people  
go to church? 
When they are hatched, matched and dispatched.
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CATHOLIC CHURCH PEAKHURST 
PARISH OF OUR LADY OF FATIMA

825 FOREST ROAD PEAKHURST 2210 

Parish Priest: Fr John Crothers Assistant: Fr Thu Nguyen 
Parish Secretary: Lynelle Lembryk – PH: 9533 2594 – Fax: 9533 5908
Email: olfpeakhurst@atu.com.au – Web: www.ourladyoffatima.com.au

 

LITURGIES 
Saturday Vigil: 5pm Sunday: 9:15am and 6pm. Wednesday and Friday: 9:30am Mass followed by Rosary.

SACRAMENTAL SCHEDULE 
Baptism: 10:30am 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Contact Parish House for details. 
Marriage: Six months notice required. Contact Parish House for details. 
Anointing: Any time day 9533 2594 or night 9580 1310. 
Reconciliation: Saturday 4:30pm.
 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Fran Harvey, John Benfield, Frances Finch, Ronny Martinovic, Robert De Marcellis, Agnes Webb. 

THE BARK 
Dominic Alati 0402 131 072   domalati@hotmail.com
Thanks to the following people who help produce The Bark: The Production Team, John Vaux, Lynelle Lembryk,  
Fr John, Fr Thu, the Leadership Team, everyone who contributes articles, the advertisers and supporters.


