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PARISH WEBSITE UP 
AND RUNNING
It is important in this day and age for institutions, 
including churches, to have a presence on the web.  
In many cases, if you aren’t on the internet, you  
don’t exist.

The Leadership Team has been working with a 
professional website development company, Modus 
Advertising, to create and maintain a website for Our 
Lady of Fatima. This website is now live. You can find 
it at www.ourladyoffatima.com.au or you can go 
to Google and simply type in ‘fatima peakhurst’. 

The website is easy to navigate using the menu at  
the left side of the home page.

The site is especially helpful for people visiting 
the parish, or for anyone from the parish needing 
information, such as the latest roster, or even the list 
of hymns to be sung at Mass.

Charles Centorrino, Chairman of the parish Leadership 
Team, has been a key driver in the creation and 
maintenance of the website. 

“When I first became involved in the Parish Ministries 
a common question was nearly always raised at each 
meeting: How do we reach out to the youth, Catholics who 
would like to come home and to the general Christian and  
non-Christian public?” said Charles.

“After listening and discussing various ways of trying to 
achieve this very important question it became clear to me 
that our Parish needed to move forward into a new era of 
communicating with people – that is via the internet. 

“The immediate advantages to the Parish would be that 
people would be kept up-to-date with parish news, rosters, 

bulletins, sacramental programs and important church 
dates. More importantly it allows parishioners to have a say 
and be heard via our contact link on the website.

“It is my hope and that of the Leadership Team that we are 
able via this medium to really get out there and show to 
the public what a great family Parish Our Lady of Fatima is,” 
said Charles.

Some of the entries haven’t been completed yet, but most 
information is up and running. 

If you would like Parish-specific news to be included on the 
site, please contact Ruth via the website or by email.

Dominic Alati

 

HURSTVILLE 
Cnr Forest Rd & Carrington Ave 

9580 1554 
Funeral Home and Chapel. Parking available. 
Prepaid funerals available. Australian owned.
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DID YOU KNOW
Welcome to 2011 – I hope everyone had an enjoyable 
break and is ready to commence the new year, even 
though we are already into the third month.

Our deepest sympathies go out to Margaret Vella, who 
lost her dear husband, Wal prior to Christmas. Margaret 
and Wal were on Hamilton Island for a wedding when 
Wal suddenly took ill and passed away. As would be 
expected, Margaret has been in the state of shock for 
a while and all we can do is support her and try to help 
her as best we can while she goes through this period of 
grieving. Peace be with you Margaret.

We were saddened to hear of the recent death of Digby 
Diggins, who had been in the parish for over forty years.  
Digby was a quiet achiever and did many things behind 
the scenes, like helping with the Friendship Group etc.  
To those who knew him, he was always friendly and 
willing to help in any way until he was struck with an 
illness which debilitated him very much. That illness 
eventually took his life while he was a patient at Calvary 
Hospice. To Digby’s wife Ruth and children David, Jeffrey 
and Judy, we offer our deepest sympathy and we know 
that he is now at peace. We must also thank the ladies 
of the parish for their help with the light luncheon which 
followed the Requiem Mass – well done ladies. May Digby 
rest in peace. 

Congratulations to John Benfield, husband of Anne, who 
was received into the Church on Sunday 13 March. John 
has thought long and hard about taking this step and 
I am sure that it is Anne’s dedication to her faith that 
helped John make up his mind. John has been a great 
help to our parish as he is a very active member of  
St. Vincent de Paul, is a member of the Leadership  
Team and has been coming to Mass with Anne on a 
regular basis over the years. 

Did you know that Ruth Meagher recently notched up 22 
years as secretary of our parish? Ruth does an amazing 
job, is always helpful and still finds time to organise the 
choir. And she says she’s loved every minute if it. 

Ruth mentioned recently that she gave away her Sunday 
Missal to someone who needed one, thinking she could 
buy another. Unfortunately they are not available. Even 
though the new Missal is coming, Ruth would still like a 
copy of the current one. If you have one you no longer 
need, let her know. 

The World Day of Prayer was held this year at the 
Baptist Community Centre and it was a very enjoyable 
afternoon. The guest speaker was Chris Sharman who 
spoke on St. John’s Gospel regarding the loaves and 

fishes. This was followed by a delicious afternoon tea. 
Our parish was well represented by eleven ladies. Next 
year, we’re excited that the World Day of Prayer will be 
run at our parish. The subject country is Malaysia. It 
would be nice to see lots of people from our parish. I’ll 
give you more details as the date draws near.

Fr John referred to the Majellan during a homily in 
February about the new Missal. It’s a great publication 
that comes out quarterly and only costs $10 a year.

God bless.

Inez Mullen 

YOUTH MASS
The wonderfully talented Taylor family provide the music 
every second and fourth 6pm Sunday Mass of the month. 
They would love more young people of the parish to take 
an active part in the Mass. 

You can participate in several ways such as a reader, 
Eucharistic Minister, doing the offertory, projectionist or 
warden. It’s a great way for young people to become 
more involved in the Mass in our parish. 

For information, see the Taylors after 6pm Mass or email 
Ruth at olfpeakhurst@atu.com.au

Looking to Buy?
Looking to Sell?
Looking to Rent?

Contact the team at LJ Hooker

LJ Hooker Mortdale 
11A Morts Rd, Mortdale 

P: (02) 9570 4488   F: (02) 9570 8080

LJ Hooker Riverwood 
164 Belmore Rd, Riverwood 

P: (02) 9533 1111   F: (02) 9533 9533

Visit www.ljhooker.com.au
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THANKS FROM THE 
PLAYGROUP

Playtime would like to extend a huge thank you to the 
OLF parish for the installation of our new shade sail.

The new shade sail was installed during the Christmas 
break. The children were so excited to be able to use the 
sand pit and outside play area again after it was deemed 
unsafe last year when the old sail was badly damaged. 
The new shade sail is larger and sturdier and should 
stand the test of time. We are very grateful for this 
generous gift!

Playtime is operating three days a week this year, on 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. We currently have 
vacancies for our Wednesday group and look forward 
to hearing from anyone interested in joining our very 
friendly group.

For more information call Kerrie Rendina on 8004 2325.

Kerrie Rendina

LAND DEVELOPMENT 
PROPOSAL
The last issue of The Bark carried a story about a 
proposal to develop the land where our church sits to 
build an aged care facility. While the original brief was 
to explore options for the grassed area, a proposal on a 
much larger scale was presented. 

If the proposal goes ahead it will be a significant and 
permanent change to our church and parish. It could 
also create a substantial income for the parish, which 
could be used to help charities and worthwhile causes.

As yet, there is no update to report and no decisions 
have been made.

However, we’d like to hear your opinions and views. You 
are welcome to send them to The Bark. Please be aware 
that they may be printed in a possible future article. 
They will also be passed on to the Leadership Team for 
their consideration on the project.

Please put your comments in writing and either email 
them to domalati@hotmail.com or leave them with Ruth 
at the Parish House. 

Please include your name and contact details – 
messages left anonymously won’t be considered.

THANKS CHARLES
In December, Charles Dalgleish closed the doors of his 
business, Peakhurst Garden Centre, for the last time. He 
had been a supporter of the church and advertised in 
The Bark. 

As a farewell gesture, Charles donated his packets of 
flower and vegetable seeds to the church. We were 
invited to take some and asked to pray for Charles’ 
special intentions and make a gold coin donation to  
St Vincent de Paul.

We thank Charles for his generosity and support and 
wish him and his family well in the future. 

POWERPOINT
If you are even slightly proficient in Microsoft 
PowerPoint, you could help assemble the overhead slides 
for weekend Masses.

It’s not a big task. If simply needs someone to 
understand what’s required so that we have a back-up if 
others are unavailable. 

Contact domalati@hotmail.com
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GUESS 
WHO…
This lass was born 
in Jamberoo pub 
(that’s where the 
doctor had his 
room) in 1928. 

She was the 
youngest of five 
daughters, all but 
one of whom are 
still alive. 

The five girls went 
to Jamberoo public 
school. This lady worked at Jantzen swimwear until she 
was married. 

The bikini had been invented in France in 1946 and when 
Jantzen brought it to Australia, she was the one they 
asked to model it (see the photo below!)

After Jantzen, she became a full-time mum, raising four 
lovely children, who have now blessed her with five 
grandsons and one granddaughter. 

In her own words, “I lost my beautiful husband to an 
accident in 1974 – his anniversary is on 19 December”. 

She has called OLF Peakhurst her parish family for 30 
years. She has just sat for her licence again and passed 
with flying colours. 

Her children’s initials are also the initials of a saying  
that could be her approach to life: Keep Joy & Peace  
to the Fore.

See answer on page 15

JOIN THE LIONS 
BIGGEST BBQ AT OLF
Lions Biggest BBQ is an annual fund raising event for the 
Australian Lions Childhood Cancer Research Foundation 
(ALCCRF) undertaken by many of the 1400 Lions Clubs 
across the country. This year the event is in April and the 
Lions, Lioness and Leo Clubs across Australia partake in 
it, thus making it the Lions Biggest BBQ.

The Lions Club of Lugarno and the Georges River Lioness 
have joined forces by raising and donating funds to the 
best scientific and clinical childhood cancer research 
conducted across Australia.

On Saturday, 30 April, Lugarno Lions and Georges River 
Lioness will be holding the Lions Biggest BBQ right 
here on the church grounds, and we are extending an 
invitation to the community to participate by coming 
along on the day.

We will be serving bacon and eggs for breakfast from 
8am and steak sandwiches /rolls and sausages for lunch. 
There will be many varied stalls and rides for the children 
and lots more.

Look forward to seeing you. 

Connie Alifano

• Clinic Sister • Chemist Club  
Free Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Testing

REVLON • L’OREAL • DARRELL LEA • CALVIN KLEIN

Shop 11-14, 247 Belmore Road  
Riverwood South

Ph: 9534 2000 Fax: 9533 3096

GALLUZZO’S  
RIVERWOOD  

PLAZA PHARMACY

Advertise your business in The Bark
It’s good value. Supply your own ad or we can do it for you.
Contact Dominic Alati   domalati@hotmail.com   Ph 0402 131 072
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NEVER SEE A NEED 
WITHOUT DOING 
SOMETHING ABOUT IT
The Catechist Ministry has been struggling for years 
with volunteers. We finished 2010 on a very low note as 
three of our catechists would not be able to help us in 
2011 due to personal commitments. We were not looking 
forward to 2011. 

We decided to have a catechist recruitment weekend 
in mid January. To our delight, seven parishioners 
kindly offered their help. We have never received such 
enthusiastic response to our appeal! Thank you to  
these parishioners. 

We hope our new catechists will enjoy their time with 
the children. It is not an easy job working with children 
who you only have contact with for thirty minutes once a 
week. However, the experience that you gain from it can 
be very rewarding. 

We are very proud of our catechists. They are: Julia Goff, 
Mary Atkinson, Amal MacKenny, Connie Alifano, Tony 
King, Shirley Ellis, Randa & Tony Hallasso, Helen Hardie, 
Anne-Maree Williams, Kathy Bryant, Tony Galluzzo, Agnes 
Webb, Marcia Green, Susie Paino, Maria & Eric Lumley, 
Evelyn Graham.

It is wonderful to see that, in our parish, people do take 
to heart St. Mary of the Cross’s admonition to “Never see 
a need without doing something about it.”

Please remember to pray for the catechists on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays as they go into the classrooms to teach 
the children. 

Evelyn Graham 

LIONESS THANKS
On behalf of Georges River Lioness I would like to thank 
all the ladies who attended our Fashion Parade on  
26 February. It was so good to see so many of you and 
thank you most sincerely for your support. It was a very 
successful day.

Georges River Lioness club is made up of approximately 
60 ladies who volunteer their time and services to raising 
funds for the needy in our community by organising 
many events. Incidentally we are the largest Lioness club 
in the world.  

Over the years we have donated many thousands 
of dollars to charity including Westmead Children’s 
Oncology; Bezzina House; Calvary; Exodus; St. George 
Public Hospital; St. George Private Hospital; Peakhurst 

High School Campus Disability Unit; Lucas Heights 
School, Disability Unit; Salvation Army Red Shield 
Appeal; Breast Cancer McGrath Foundation; Smith 
Family; Diabetes Australia; Cancer Council; Lions Drug 
Awareness; North Shore Heart Research and many more.

At the Club Rivers Street Fair held on Saturday 19 March 
we had a stall selling Mother’s Day gifts and Easter gifts 
as well as home-baked cakes and slices. Thanks to all 
who supported us.

On 2 April we are holding The Knitters Parade. This 
will be held at the Lugarno Peakhurst Uniting Church, 
opposite Chivers Hill shops. All knitwear will be paraded 
by the knitters themselves and they will make to order if 
your size is not available on the day.

We hope you will continue to support us as we strive to 
help charities in our community.

For anyone interested in becoming a member of our 
great club or for any inquiries please contact Sue 
Stapleton on 9534 5357 or myself on 9153 6691. We 
meet at Club Rivers every first Tuesday of the month at  
7pm for 7.30.  

Once again I thank you.

Connie Alifano 

NEW DOCTOR 
ANNOUNCEMENT

We wish to advise our local community and  
past patients of the recommencement  

of Dr. Esther Win at  
Illawong Christian Medical Centre. 

Dr Esther is an experienced and popular  
Christian GP who has worked previously  

at Illawong in recent years.  
Dr. Win’s expertise includes skin cancer and 

women’s health. She will be working the  
second Saturday of each month for now  
and will welcome consulting her previous  

patients as well as new patients.

Illawong Christian Medical Centre 
273 Fowler Rd, Illawong Shopping Centre 

Ph 9543 4666 
www.christianmedicalcentres.com.au
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DIARY OF A YOUNG 
CATHOLIC

 It’s been a long   
 time between  
 bights and there’s  
 a lot going on in  
 the Sydney Catholic  
 scene over summer  
 but for this diary  
 entry I’ll focus on  
 two highlights over  
 the past months.

 The first one is  
 iWitness, a four- 
 day conference for  
 young adults run  
 by a bunch of my 

friends, which gets about 250 18-30-year-olds attending 
each December. iWitness is the perfect way to kick off 
a summer, combining good faith formation, friendship 
and fun, all under the theme of ‘Live to the Full’. The 
reason we all love it is because it shows how living the 
Catholic faith in its entirety is not boring, but gives a 
young person life to the full in every way. We talk about 
all sorts of faith-related matters that young people are 
curious about – anything from the Eucharist and Our 
Lady, to sexuality and relationships, politics and prayer. 
The highlight each year is The Amazing Pilgrimage, a 
giant obstacle course of physical challenges comprising 
giant waterslides, flour bombs and giant spider webs – 
very messy but ridiculously fun! 

The other highlight (among many) for me this year was 
heading to Tasmania with the Frassati group, a group of 
young Catholics who love a bit of adventure. The group 
is named after Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati, an awesome 
Italian guy who died about 80 years ago at the age of 
24. Pier Giorgio lived life to the max in every way – he 
spent a lot of time with the sick and dying (from whom 
he contracted a fatal case of polio), enjoyed hanging 
out with his mates, and loved mountains so much he 

organised rock-climbing expeditions with a priest to say 
Mass on top of the mountain. There are Frassati groups 
in his honour all over the world and in January our group 
went to Tassie to walk the Overland Track from Cradle 
Mountain for six days. It was the walk of a lifetime, 
climbing mountains, swimming in waterholes, spotting 
platypuses and just taking in all that the wild has to 
offer. For me, it was a great reminder of the majesty of 
God, of his abundance and generosity, and that God is 
glorified when man is fully alive. As Pier Giorgio used to 
say, verso l’alto – To the highest!

Jovina Graham

OUR PARISH WORKERS 
There are many parishioners that contribute to the 
efficient running of the Parish. To the outsider it 
appears that things just happen, but the reality is that 
just isn’t the case. There are a lot of tasks that need 
to be addressed to just operate, let alone provide the 
standards that make coming to Mass at Peakhurst 
different to attending Mass elsewhere.

It’s potentially unfair to single out any particular group 
but perhaps, as a result of this article, others might like 
to highlight groups they are associated with. That way, it 
will allow all of us to appreciate the many contributions 
that make our Parish work and encourage others to 
volunteer for one of the many ministries in the Parish.

The group I would like to highlight is the wardens that 
do the collections at all of the Sunday Masses. Each of 
the three Masses requires eight people to take up each 
of the two collections, meaning at least 24 people are 
involved each weekend. One at each Mass has to find the 
eight people, organise the collection bags and generally 
supervise the process. As a 9.15am Mass goer I have 
seen the mantle passed on a number of times to take 
on the organising role. All this seems to happen without 
any fuss and without any intervention by the Leadership 
Team or anyone else. There seems to be real ownership 
on the part of these people and I urge anyone asked 
to assist by doing the collections, to willingly ‘step up 
to the plate’ (no pun intended). It is a simple task and 
after doing it once, you become an instant expert. The 
collections are a fundamental part of the finances of the 
Parish, the second collection is the primary source of the 
income which allows the Parish to function.

So, I encourage others to highlight other contributors to 
the Parish and thank you to the men, women and young 
people who take up the collections each week.

Tony Thorpe
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the Cross. On the first night, the Stations were taken from 
photos of the art on the walls of our own church. Thanks to 
Dominic Alati for his work on these images. Parishioners are 
encouraged to attend the Stations of the Cross as a special 
devotion during the Lenten Season.

Our Lenten Reconciliation Paraliturgy will be held in the 
church at 7.30pm on Wednesday 13 April.

Holy Week commences on 17 April with Palm Sunday. 
The Easter Triduum begins with the Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper on Holy Thursday, includes Stations of the Cross 
on Good Friday, reaches its high point in the Easter Vigil 
and closes on the evening of Easter Sunday. At this 
special time of year, you are encouraged to attend all 
Holy Week ceremonies.

Feast Days in March include St Patrick on 17th, St Joseph 
on 19th and Annunciation of the Lord on 25th. Feast 
Days in April include St Mark on 26th, St Peter Chanel on 
28th and St Catherine of Siena on 29th.  

All ministers, please check your roster for the times you 
are on. Readers and commentators, use your ‘Break 
Open the Word’ to prepare for your reading at Mass.

David Payne (for the Liturgy Committee)

LITURGY LINES
Christmas was a special time in the Parish. The Christmas 
Masses were particularly well attended. The Children’s 
Mass with the Christmas Pageant was a highlight.

As usual, January was a fairly quiet time in regard to 
Liturgy in the Parish with a number of Ministries having a 
well-earned break over the holiday period. 

On the weekend of 22/23 January our Masses focused on 
Australia Day. We gave thanks for our wonderful country.

Catechist Sunday was celebrated on 6 February and 
during the 9.15am Mass a ‘sending forth’ ceremony was 
held. At all Masses on this weekend prayers were said for 
the catechists and their work in the State schools.

Lenten commenced with Ash Wednesday on 9 March. 
Our theme for Sundays is the ‘Lenten Tree’.

Jenni Payne commenced the Altar Servers Training 
Course on 13 March. This is Jenni’s 22nd year as ‘coach’ 
of the Altar Servers Team.  

The Stations of the Cross commenced on 14 March and will 
be held at 7.30pm each Monday night during Lent. Each 
week will consist of a different version of the Stations of 

Botanica Spa is an AVEDA exclusive beauty spa that sees beauty 
as a craft, not a product result.
Aveda beauty professionals are unique in the industry for their 
pursuit of a higher art: helping make their clients not only look 
beautiful, but feel beautiful.
This selfless quest to bring out the beauty in their clients through 
genuine care, differs from beauty industry norms.
All products used at Botanica Spa are natural and created by 
nature. Said simply, Beauty is as Beauty Does.
Michaela and Marissa would love to welcome you to Botanica Spa 
and offer you a special 20% discount on your first treatment.  
(*Not valid for product purchases).

Or simply drop by and visit while enjoying a complimentary 
Aveda Comforting Tea, caffeine-free and 100% organic.

Facials - Makeup - Waxing

Spa Treatments - Massage

Air Brush Tanning - Paraffin

Treatments - Pedicure Spa

Eyelash & Eyebrow Tinting

Manicure - Oxygen Treatment

SHOP 2 /66  LORR AINE STREET    PHONE 9584 3266
PE AKHURST 2210                                 www.botanicaspa.com.au

SPECIALReceive 20% off your first treatment*
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CHRISTMAS IN 
TEXAS – YEE-HAW!
Our Christmas was quite different in 2010. 
We spent it in Houston, Texas with our son, 
Anthony and his fiancée, Rebecca.

Anthony and Rebecca met in London in 2006 
when Anthony was working there as an 
architect and Rebecca was studying Psychology 
at the American University. After Rebecca 
finished her studies she had to move back 
to the States. Of course, Anthony followed 
and they are now living in Atlanta, Georgia 
where they are both studying; Anthony doing 
his Masters of Architecture and Rebecca her 
Masters of Social Work.

Rebecca is one of four children. Her parents, 
Sam and Margi, are committed Catholics and actively 
involved in their parish, St Rose of Lima, on the outskirts 
of Houston. The parish and Houston generally have a 
strong Mexican influence.

We arrived in Houston on the evening of 22 December. 
The weather was quite mild. We went straight to Sam 
and Margi’s for dinner. Sam is of Italian heritage, so 
Italian cuisine is an essential! Margi cooks a wonderful 
lasagne. Their house had Christmas decorations both 
outside and in! They had two Christmas trees – a 
Memory Tree covered with decorations made by the 
children over the years and a Show Tree just for 
decoration. There were Christmas stockings hanging on 
the bookshelves for everyone including Jenni and me.

On Christmas Eve we went to St Rose of Lima Church 
for the 4pm Children’s Mass. The large church was 
full with standing room only. There were two nativity 
scenes on either side of the sanctuary with Christmas 
trees adjacent. A large children’s choir led us in song. 
The priest, Fr Clint Ressler, who is Catholic Chaplain to 
the Houston Texans NFL team, gave a wonderful homily 
aimed at the young children in the church. 

A large group of relatives and friends gathered that night 
at the family home for Margi’s cioppino, an Italian fish 
soup – a tradition on Christmas Eve.

On Christmas Day the family got up early and opened the 
presents in their pyjamas (me excepted, of course). This 
was followed by a breakfast of tamales, a Mexican dish 
consisting of shredded beef and corn meal in corn husks. 
These were served with pumpkin bread and corn bread.

If it seems like we did a lot of eating over the period, you 
are right!

Rebecca’s family were very welcoming and they and their 
friends showed us the hospitality which people in the 
southern states of the USA are famous for.

We had a great time during our Christmas in Texas.  
I hope y’all (that’s Texan) had a nice Christmas too.

David Payne 

BETHANY, ST MARY’S,  
AND ST JOSEPH’S  
EX-STUDENTS
Due to fire and water damage in 1993 everything in the 
archives of the school now known as Bethany College 
was destroyed. The school is looking for anyone with 
memorabilia, photos etc. to prepare a booklet for each 
decade. If you are able to assist please ring Wendy 
Munro on 8566 0711.

Further information: josephmarybethany@gmail.com 
Blog: http://josephmarybethany.blogspot.com 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/
combinedexstudentsassociation 
Twitter: http://twitter.com/josephmarybeth
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The next generation in aged care

Now open

Ferndale Gardens has been designed to provide lifestyle assistance and care in a comfortable, 
well appointed environment. Our emphasis is to maintain the dignity and independence of each 
individual within a personal and homelike atmosphere.

Professional qualified staff ensure residents receive the best nursing and personal care,  
24 hours a day.

We are committed to the philosophy of ageing in place and offer: 
High level care   Low level care 
Dementia specific care  Respite care

Design features
•	 Café / library

•	 Hairdressing salon

•	 Gymnasium

•	 Cinema / kiosk

•	 Function room

•	 Consultants room

•	 Reflection room

•	 Residents laundry

•	 Luxury mini bus

•	 Mini bowling green

•	 Mini golf

Quality services

Our on-site qualified chefs 
prepare quality, nutritious 
meals daily.

Other services include 
hairdressing, physiotherapy, 
speech therapy, tai chi, 
podiatry, diversional therapy, 
social activities, religious 
services, bus and shopping 
outings.

Suite features
•	 Generous single or twin 

suites with private ensuite

•	 Furnished in an elegant 
home-like style

•	 Fully air-conditioned

•	 Wall mounted televisions

•	 Kitchenette with bar fridge

•	 Electric beds

•	 Private telephone access

•	 Internet access

Brand new affordable luxury  
in the heart of the St George area

Ferndale Gardens  33 Jersey Avenue Mortdale NSW 2223 
Enquiries: 0415 833 288 or 02 8080 3851 

George Fotoulis – Director of Nursing  Phone: 02 9570 5555  Fax: 02 9580 9517 
Email: enquiries@ferndalegardens.com.au  Website: www.ferndalegardens.com.au

Trinity Management Services in conjunction with the Proprietors and the Trinity Management Team proudly manages Ferndale 
Gardens, Huntingdon Gardens & Berala on the Park. All services comply with the Accreditation Standards.
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THE NEW MISSAL 
DEBATE
As most of us are now aware, the new Missal is due to 
be introduced later in 2011. (It was first discussed in  
The Bark in 2008 and an article covered the matter in 
detail in 2009).

It has clearly caused some concern and split Catholics 
between supporters and non-supporters. A quick look 
at any website regarding the new Missal will see some 
heated arguments on the message boards.

While we have not been exposed to the complete text of 
the new Missal, we have been drip-fed bits and pieces. 
What we do know is that there are about a dozen new 
responses by the people, and more extensive changes 
to the priest’s words. It is possible that these will be 
implemented separately to ease us into the changes. 

This has been the case in New Zealand where the 
people’s responses have been implemented following 
approval from Rome. The priest’s parts are still being 
discussed by the Bishops of New Zealand and no firm 
date has been set for their introduction.

According to Archbishop John Dew, Archbishop of 
Wellington, the people’s responses have been widely 
accepted in New Zealand. While some have complained 
about the language, it appears most people have 
adapted to the changes. Two new music settings have 
not been so easily introduced.

The new words are due to be introduced in England and 
Wales in September this year. This is followed by the 
USA where the date of introduction is the first Sunday 
of Advent, 27 November 2011. One of the websites even 
has a countdown of ‘days before implementation’. No 
doubt Australian Catholics will be keen to hear how well 
the changes are received in those countries.

An interactive DVD, Become One Body One Spirit In 
Christ (pictured), is available which explains the “depth 
and richness of the layers of meaning of the new 
English translation of the Roman Missal.” It was filmed 
in churches and cathedrals in the USA, Ireland, England, 
Scotland, Australia, New Zealand, Canada and South 
Africa and with commentary from translators, academics, 
liturgical consultants and practitioners. It is available for 
$32.95 from www.stpauls.com.au

Why the changes?

In the 1960s, the first English edition of the Roman 
Missal was published after a quick translation of the Latin 
text. As such, some of the language was not an entirely 
accurate translation.

A few years after the 
initial translation,  
another edition was 
hastily published 
causing more 
inaccuracies in the 
translation.

The new words and 
more formal language 
soon to be introduced 
are designed for us to 
more deeply appreciate 
the original meaning of 
the Latin text. 

“It’s a return to a 
sacral register of language”, said Fr Andrew Wadsworth, 
Executive Director of the Secretariat of ICEL, who adds 
that while it is not the language we use every day, it 
“reflects the sacredness, the holiness, of the actions and 
the mysteries that we celebrate.” 

Bishop Arthur Roche, Bishop of Leeds and chairman of 
the Department for Christian Life and Worship said: “In 
the new translation we find a text that is more faithful 
to the Latin text and therefore a text which is richer in 
its theological content and allusions to the scriptures but 
also a translation which, I believe, will move people’s 
hearts and minds in prayer.” 

When the completion of the text was first announced 
Pope Benedict said: “Many will find it hard to adjust to 
unfamiliar texts after nearly forty years of continuous  
use of the previous translation. The change will need to 
be introduced with due sensitivity, and the opportunity 
for catechesis that it presents will need to be firmly 
grasped. I pray that in this way any risk of confusion  
or bewilderment will be averted, and the change will 
serve instead as a springboard for a renewal and a 
deepening of Eucharistic devotion all over the English-
speaking world.”

 Some examples of the changes:
 • In response to “the Lord be with you”, the current  
 response of “And also with you” will be replaced with  
 “And with your spirit.” 
 • In the Nicene Creed “of one being with the Father” to  
 become “consubstantial with the Father.” 
 • In the Liturgy of the Eucharist “Pray brethren that our  
 sacrifice may be acceptable to God, the almighty  
 Father” to refer instead to “my sacrifice and yours.” 
 • At the celebrant’s invitation to Holy Communion, we  
 will respond “Lord I am not worthy that you should  
 enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul  
 shall be healed.”
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Opposition

We are well aware that there has been opposition to 
the new text. Many have seen it as a step backwards 
for the church at a time when it desperately needs to 
move forward and attract the youth. Why use a close 
translation from a dead language when we respond in 
modern English? 

According to The Sydney Morning Herald article of 19-20 
February 2011, at least a dozen priests in Australia have 
indicated they will refuse to use the changes. 

The article also says that in Ireland a group representing 
more than 400 priests publicly denounced the new 
translation earlier this year, saying it was “archaic, elitist 
and obscure.”

OLF parishioner Tony Thorpe says, “a literal translation of 
the meaning is more important than a literal translation 
of the language and so it is important that the language 
used should be easily understood.”

Tony provided reference to a website called “What 
if we just said wait” which calls for more time and 
consideration as well as a trial period in selected parishes 
for a year.

The following is an extract from that site: 
“It is now forty-five years since the Second Vatican 
Council promulgated the ground-breaking and liberating 
document on the sacred liturgy, Sacrosanctum Concilium.  
It was not just the pet project of a party, but the 
overwhelming consensus of the bishops of the world. 
Its adoption passed overwhelmingly: 2,147 to 4. In our 
wildest dreams could we ever have imagined that we 
would live to witness what seems more and more like the 
systematic dismantling of the great vision of the Council's 
decree? But we have.

“…we earnestly implore the bishops of the English-
speaking world to undertake a pilot program by which 

the new translations – after a careful program of 
catechesis – can be introduced into some carefully 
selected parishes and communities throughout the 
English-speaking world for a period of one (liturgical) 
year, after which they can be objectively evaluated. 

“We are convinced that this approach will address the 
concerns of those many bishops who feel that they have 
lost their voice in this matter and that it will also give a 
voice to the People of God whose prayer is at stake  
and who accordingly have the most to gain or lose by  
the translations.”

Where do you stand? 

Do you see the new Missal as a more spiritual connection 
with the meaning? Or will you be sticking with the 
current version? Are we entitled to make a decision until 
we see the full changes? Is it all a storm in a tea-cup and 
something we'll simply get used to over time?

You’re invited to put your thoughts in writing for a 
possible future article. Email domalati@hotmail.com or 
leave with Ruth at the Parish House. Include your name 
and contact details – messages left anonymously won’t 
be considered.

Dominic Alati 

References and sources: 
Most Reverend John Dew Archbishop of Wellington 
OLF parishioner Tony Thorpe 
The Majellan article by Michael Gilbert C.Ss.R. 
The Sydney Morning Herald 19-20 February 2011 
www.catholic-ew.org.uk 
www.catholica.com.au 
www.cathnews.com 
www.becomeonebodyonespiritinchrist.org 
www.whatifwejustsaidwait.org 
welcom.org.nz 
www.nccbuscc.org/romanmissal
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OUR TENTH 
VISIT TO  
ST CANICE’S 
On Sunday 20 February  
this year, the OLF Lending  
a Hand Team led a group  
of people from the parish 
on their tenth visit to 
Canice's Kitchen at  
St Canice's Elizabeth Bay.

WHY ST CANICES?

“They are the heartbeat 
of our parish” – the street 
people of Elizabeth Bay  
and Kings Cross.   
www.stcanice.com.au

On the home page of the 
website of St Canice’s,  
Elizabeth Bay, is a simple 
statement: “We welcome you. 
God listens without judging.”

It is this philosophy that underpins the operation of 
Canice’s Kitchen. Much more than the traditional concept 
of a ‘soup kitchen’, Canice’s Kitchen is a gathering place 
for street people, where they are assured of a nourishing 
meal and a safe place to eat.  

Like many other services catering to the poor and 
homeless, Canice’s kitchen is staffed entirely by 
volunteers and is dependent on donations and goodwill. 
The kitchen is open every day for lunch from 11am-1pm.  

In the midst of uncertainty, addiction, poverty 
and homelessness, St Canice’s provides certainty, 
acceptance, food and companionship.
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WHY US?

Our Lady of Fatima Peakhurst has a 
long tradition for outstanding generosity 
with many wonderful fundraising efforts 
for droughts, floods and many other 
needs over the years. However, many 
parishioners have often expressed a 
desire to do ‘something more’. 

Involvement in Canice’s Kitchen began 
in 2006 when the Lending a Hand group 
were looking for a project that would 
provide an opportunity for our parish 
members to give more than money.

We expected to start with a small 
volunteer effort but from the very first 
visit, in August 2006, we have been 
overwhelmed by the generosity of 
people wanting to help. 

Initially a small team of helpers 
attended to prepare and serve the 
meal, many of them also cooking the 
meatballs that form the main part of 
the meal.  

By the time the next six-monthly visit 
came around, there were plenty of 
volunteer meatball cooks – in fact, too 
many! Luckily these willing chefs were 
able to turn their considerable skills to 
cakes and slices, so that home-baked 
treats replaced the tinned fruit and ice 
cream for dessert.  

We have been told, many times, by 
those lunching at St Canice’s, that the 
fact that most of the lunch we provide 
is homemade is what makes it special. 
It is as though the care and concern 
that goes into the preparation of the 
meal can be tasted.

What is truly amazing about the  
St Canice’s experience is that so many 
people from OLF are grateful for the 
opportunity to be part of it and are 
enriched by the experience. 

Why? God knows!

Julia Goff 

The team are due to visit St Canice's 
again in August. For information on  
St Canice's, visit their website  
www.stcanice.com.au
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SACRAMENTAL  
PROGRAM 2011
All meetings are in the church on a Monday evening at 
7.30pm unless otherwise stated. Please check times as 
dates approach in the Bulletin or parish website.

All applications can be collected from the piety stall  
or parish house.

SACRAMENT of EUCHARIST 2011 
For children in Year 3 and over. 
Parent Information Night: Monday 2 May 
Welcoming Mass: Saturday 21 May 5pm  
OR Sunday 22 May 9:15am 
Lesson 1: Monday 23 May 
Lesson 2: Monday 30 May 
Lesson 3: Monday 6 June 
Reconciliation for preparation for First Holy 
Communion: Saturday 11 June 3:30pm - 4:30pm 
Rehearsal Night: Wednesday 15 June  
OR Thursday 16 June 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: Saturday 18 June 5pm OR 
Sunday 19 June 9:15am OR Sunday 19 June 2pm

SACRAMENT of CONFIRMATION 2011  
For children in Year 6 and over. 
Parents & Candidates Information Night: Monday 
25 July 
Lesson 1: Monday 15 August  
Lesson 2: Monday 22 August 
Confirmation Spirituality Day: Sunday 28 August  
2pm - 7pm (this day includes activities with CYS, pizza  
and evening mass) OR  
Lesson 3: Monday 29 August 
Reconciliation for preparation for Confirmation: 
Saturday 3 September 3.30pm - 4.30pm 
Rehearsal Night: Wednesday 7 September 5.30pm 
CONFIRMATION: Sunday 11 September 2pm

SACRAMENT of PENANCE 2011 
There are three parts to this Sacrament, all three parts 
must be attended. 
PART 1 Parent Information Night: Monday  
17 October 
Lesson 1: Monday 31 October 
Lesson 2: Monday 7 November 
PART 2 Liturgy of the Word: Monday  
14 November 7.30pm 
PART 3 INDIVIDUAL RECONCILIATION: Saturday 
19 November 3:15pm - 4:30pm

ARTICLES FOR THE BARK
Relevant contributions for The Bark are welcome. All 
articles should have a spiritual relevance to our church. 
Preference is for articles and pictures to be emailed to: 
domalati@hotmail.com Otherwise, leave at the Parish 
house with your name and contact details. Articles left 
anonymously will not be accepted. 

We prefer articles you have written yourself, and they 
will receive priority. Reprinting articles from other 
publications is a breach of copyright and cannot be used 
unless you have received approval from that publication. 
Likewise, articles in The Bark are not to be used 
elsewhere without permission from the editor.

When submitting articles keep them brief. Articles should 
be no more than 300 words. The shorter they are, the 
more likely they are to be read. Pictures help your article 
and make it more likely to be read. We encourage you to 
send articles and/or pictures of events directly related to 
our parish, such as Confirmation, First Holy Communion, 
Baptisms, etc held at the church, or key events in the 
lives of our parishioners. Also, stories about religious 
experiences in your life make good reading, such as 
visiting a church in another country.

Articles are published and edited at the editor’s discretion 
and no guarantee can be given that an article will appear. 

Opinions expressed in articles are those of the author 
and not necessarily those of The Bark, Our Lady of 
Fatima Peakhurst or the Catholic Church. 

Please support our advertisers without whose generous 
support The Bark would not be printed.

God bless.

Advertise your business in The Bark
It’s good value. Supply your own ad or we can do it for you.
Contact Dominic Alati   domalati@hotmail.com   Ph 0402 131 072

The Majellan
Family Magazine

A popular quarterly magazine  
supporting faith and upholding 

the sanctity of marriage and family

Subscription: $10 per year

The Majellan, P.O. Box 43, 
Brighton, Vic. 3186 

 www.majellan.org.au 
Tel: 03 9592 2777
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FUNNIES
A mother was concerned about her kindergarten son 
walking to school. He didn’t want his mother to walk 
with him. She wanted to give him the feeling that he had 
some independence but yet know that he was safe.

So she had an idea of how to handle it.

She asked a neighbour if she would follow him to school 
in the mornings, staying at a distance, so he probably 
wouldn’t notice her. 

She said that since she was up early with her toddler 
anyway, it would be a good way for them to get some 
exercise as well, so she agreed.

The next school day, the neighbour and her little girl 
set out following behind Timmy as he walked to school 
with another neighbour girl he knew. She did this for the 
whole week.

As the two walked, Timmy’s little friend noticed the same 
lady was following them every day all week. 

Finally she said to Timmy, ‘Have you noticed that lady 
following us to school all week? Do you know her?’

Timmy nonchalantly replied, ‘Yeah. That’s just Shirley 
Goodnest,’ Timmy replied, ‘and her daughter Marcy.’

‘Shirley Goodnest? Who is she and why is she following 
us?’ asked the girl.

‘Well,’ Timmy explained, ‘every night my Mum makes me 
say the 23rd Psalm with my prayers, because she worries 
about me so much. And in the Psalm, it says, ‘Shirley 
Goodnest and Marcy shall follow me all the days of my 
life’, so I guess I’ll just have to get used to it!’ 

LESSONS WE LEARN
The best classroom in the world is at the feet of an 
elderly person.

When you’re in love, it shows.

Just one person saying to us, ‘You’ve made my day!’ 
makes our day.

Having a child fall asleep in your arms is one of the most 
peaceful feelings in the world.

Being kind is more important than being right.

You should never say no to a gift from a child.

We can always pray for someone when we don’t have 
the strength to help him in some other way.

No matter how serious your life requires you to be, 
everyone needs a friend to act goofy with.

Sometimes all a person needs is a hand to hold and a 
heart to understand.

Life is like a roll of toilet paper. The closer it gets to the 
end, the faster it goes.

We should be glad God doesn’t give us everything we 
ask for.

Money doesn’t buy class.

It’s those small daily happenings that make life so 
spectacular.

Under everyone’s hard shell is someone who wants to be 
appreciated and loved.

To ignore the facts does not change the facts.

When you plan to get even with someone, you are only 
letting that person continue to hurt you.

Love, not time, heals all wounds.

The easiest way for me to grow as a person is to 
surround myself with people smarter than I am.

Everyone you meet deserves to be greeted with a smile.

No one is perfect until you fall in love with them.

Life is tough, but I’m tougher.

When you harbour bitterness, happiness will dock 
elsewhere.

We should keep words both soft and tender, because 
tomorrow we may have to eat them.

A smile is an inexpensive way to improve your looks.

Everyone wants to live on top of the mountain, but all 
the happiness and growth occurs while you’re climbing it.

You only live once, but if you work it right, once is enough.

Growing OLD is inevitable, growing UP is optional

Guess Who answer from page 4: Bonny Harvey 
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CATHOLIC CHURCH PEAKHURST 
PARISH OF OUR LADY OF FATIMA

825 FOREST ROAD PEAKHURST 2210 

Priest (non-resident) Parish Priest: Fr John Crothers Assistant: Fr Van Nguyen 
Parish Secretary: Ruth Meagher – PH: 9533 2594 – Fax: 9533 5908

Email: olfpeakhurst@atu.com.au – Web: www.ourladyoffatima.com.au

 

LITURGIES 
Saturday Vigil: 5pm Sunday: 9:15am and 6pm Wednesday and Friday: 9:30am Mass followed by Rosary

SACRAMENTAL SCHEDULE 
Baptism: 10:30am 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Contact Parish House for details. 
Marriage: Six months notice required. Contact Parish House for details. 
Anointing: Any time day 9533 2594 or night 9580 1310. 
Reconciliation: Saturday 4:30pm.
 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Charles Centorrino (Chair), Garry McSweeney, Deb Cummins, Richard Allison, Fran Harvey, John Benfield. 

THE BARK 
Dominic Alati 0402 131 072   domalati@hotmail.com
Thanks to the following people who help produce The Bark: The Artwork Team, John Vaux, Ruth Meagher, Fr John,  
Fr Van, the Leadership Team, everyone who contributed articles, the advertisers and supporters.


