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IVORY HOUSE RECEIVES A HAND

Continued on next page...

On Sunday September 15, a huge team 
of Peakhurst parishioners headed to 
Waterfall to give Ivory House a  
much-needed makeover.

Ivory House and the nearby Ebony 
House are refuges for people affected by 
homicide, usually family members of a 
victim, who need a place to get away to 
when overwhelmed with everyday life.

They are also used as a base for people 
travelling to Sydney to attend the murder 
trials on behalf of their loved ones. The 
cottages have been used in housing 
international guests such as the families 
of the German backpackers here for 
the Milat trial and the families of the 
Dunblane school in Scotland who flew to Australia  
to support those left behind after Port Arthur. 

Ivory House is also used by a family who find  
themselves suddenly without a home because their  
home has become a crime scene they cannot enter.

A few weeks earlier, the Lending A Hand Team visited 
the Houses to participate in the 20th anniversary of the 
Homicide Victims Support Group (HVSG). The Lending 
a Hand team, on your behalf donated a new DVD 
player, TV stand and clothes dryer to the makeover at 
Ebony House. As part of the 20th anniversary event, we 
supplied the breakfast for about 150 bikers who then 
headed off from Ebony House to the Harbour Bridge as 
hundreds of people took part in the first walk for justice.

Seeing the state of Ivory House, the team decided they’d 
attempt to brighten it up.

A few of the Lending A Hand team spent a month or so 
scratching around for helpers and donated goods. We 
received wonderful help from Bunning’s at Kirrawee, 
Sealed Air, Altra Nursery, K-Mart at Hurstville,  
Wollongong and Hurstville Councils as well as you  
the parishioners of OLF.

A few of us made some trips on the preceding Friday to 
ensure all was in readiness. I would be lying if I said  
that after we unloaded all the goods into the lounge  
area that I was not feeling just a little overwhelmed  
with the task ahead!

http://ourladyoffatima.com.au
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However, the enthusiasm and vigour with which  
everyone arrived ready to hit the ground running early  
on Sunday morning was truly inspirational. A group 
of about 30 people comprising Lending A Hand team 
members, parishioners and a few people from the HVSG 
arrived armed with tools, paintbrushes and mowers 
ready for action.

Everyone just slipped into a job and worked tirelessly, 
digging, painting, cleaning, planting, washing windows, 
mowing, raking, hanging pictures, vacuuming and  
much more.

The president of the HVSG, Robert Talyor and his wife 
arrived to serve us beautiful handmade cakes and  
slices for morning tea and a lovely lunch. I think 
everyone there was truly moved by Robert’s story of  
his son’s murder and his selflessness in helping so  
many others through the terrible nightmare his family 
has had to endure.

We arrived at 8am, worked nonstop and it was after 
5.30pm when the final car pulled away from Ivory House 
that afternoon.

We were tired but incredibly satisfied that we had indeed 
Lent a Hand that day to an amazing group who have 
managed to bring about so much good in the face of the 
sadness they had faced.

I think Robert put it best 
when he sent us an email 
the following day saying: 
“Well, what an absolutely 
amazing transformation  
you have achieved for  
Ivory House.

“From being the poor 
relation to Ebony House, 

Ivory House is now beautifully fresh and welcoming 
inside and out and will provide a comforting, peaceful 
and relaxing haven for our families.

“The new garden sets the mood for the exciting update 
to the interior. Experiencing the soothing peacefulness of 
the garden in the pine forest setting while relaxing on the 
front patio will surely help the healing process 

“The Homicide Victims Support Group thanks everyone 
involved in the wonderful work of renovating Ivory House 
for our families.

“I know from being with you all that the work was done 
with love and concern for others’ healing and happiness.”

People from our parish 
who participated also sent 
me emails with comments 
such as: 

“Tommy & I feel 
privileged to have had the 
opportunity to help out, 
and it was particularly 
special to be part of such a 
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happy and enthusiastic group! It is very satisfying to be 
able to ‘lend a hand’ to such a worthwhile organisation.”

And

”I don’t know about you but I am a tad tired today after 
a full day at school. However, still on a high after our 
wonderful day yesterday. A great team effort.’

We have made a commitment to the HVSG to make 
bi-annual visits to Waterfall and ensure these houses 
remain warm, welcoming homes where people in  
distress can find comfort and solace.

Since last time, Jack Ethan has made significant  
progress in his battle.

Not only was he a TV star, appearing 
with his mother, Anita on the local 
news, but he has been able to stand  
for the first time.

The following is from Jack’s grandfather, 
Peter Atkins:

We have come a long way. 

From an initial twelve days to live in 
Townsville, to supreme hope when 
treated in Brisbane. Then being sent home under 
Palliative care at 12 months to standing at fifteen 
months, and best of all, they think they might have a 
way of doing a kidney transplant.

He still stands on a knife-edge, but there is hope.

Thanks for your prayers.

We pray that the good Lord protects Jack and allows him 
to grow, and that his medical Teams can finally see the 
light at the end of the tunnel.

And from his mother, Anita:

Between getting the vac dressing on Jack’s belly, going 
for walks in his trike and now rides in his trailer, Jack 
is very busy. As I write this Jack is sitting beside me 
unassisted and trying to have a conversation. He is 
alternating grabbing toys and my arm. He really is 
making leaps and bounds in his development.

Opportunities like maintenance at Ebony and Ivory 
Houses and activities such as the St Canice’s lunches, 
are a chance for parishioners to participate in “Lending A 
Hand”. The Lending A Hand group determined very early 
in its existence that asking parishioners to get involved 
via giving of their time was an important part of what 
Lending A Hand is all about. Through days such as these 
we are able to live the message of our faith. 

I think everyone who came through Ivory House that day 
and gave of their time left Waterfall truly touched and 
much richer for the experience. 

JACK ETHAN PROGRESSES

Emma Williams
For the Lending A Hand Team
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Quite a number of our parishioners have been tripping 
around the globe over the past few months. Among 
them were Helen and Peter Cozzi who, with their 
daughter Karen, her hubby John and their two adult 
children, tripped around Europe for five weeks. The 
main aim of the trip was for Peter to show his children 
where he came from in Italy and to celebrate their, Peter 
and Helen’s, 50th wedding anniversary. They all had a 
wonderful time and Peter and John were amazed that 
they were able to drive through Italy with only one small 
accident and that is good when we consider the way  
they drive over there.

Also Maureen and John Dowd have recently returned 
from a trip to Europe. After spending a couple of days 
in London they joined the Queen Elizabeth for a 10 day 
cruise from Southampton to Rome, one of the ports 
of call being Lisbon when they had an on shore trip to 
Fatima. On arriving at Rome they collected a car and 
toured north around Tuscany, the Lakes District and  
saw many beautiful places. Before returning home  
they spent two nights in Milan. Needless to say they  
had a wonderful time and John especially enjoyed the 
driving in Italy.

It is nice to see John Vaux back on his feet after  
having major surgery recently. Also good to see  
Charles Centorrino back around the parish after a  
health problem. 

We have lost some much loved parishioners in the last 
few months. We extend out condolences to the lovely 
Marlene Wallace who lost husband Ron.  
We also lost Patricia Quilter among several others.

We were sorry to hear of the death of Mary Gray, a very 
unassuming, quiet, beautiful lady. She had been an 
Eucharistict Minister in the parish and a great worker for 
the CWL. She was also a good worker and a good bowler 

at Grandviews Bowling Club 
and she is sadly missed by 
all who knew her. It was 
only early this year that 
she was feeling off colour 
and within four months 
she was taken from us to a 
better place. To Bob, her 
husband and Margaret, her 
daughter, our thoughts and 
prayers are with you.

Sorry to hear that Evelyn Graham is retiring from being 
coordinator and leader of the Catechists. Evelyn has not 
enjoyed good health of late and feels it is time to step 
back and let someone else follow in her footsteps after 
27 years of dedicated work. Over the years Evelyn has 
done a marvellous job in her catechetical work – she has 
pleaded for new catechists and very often ends up doing 
multiple classes herself which is not fair. There are many 
children in the parish who have been taught by Evelyn 
and I am sure that they and their parents would say 
“thank you” for helping us with our faith. So, thank you 
Evelyn, from all the parishioners for doing such a great 
job over the years – enjoy your retirement and enjoy 
your new grandchild. God bless.

With the year drawing to a close, surely there are some 
people out there who could take on a class next year 
and ease the job of the catechists who are doing a 
sterling job in bringing the Good Lord into the lives of the 
children attending the State schools. Please consider it.

It sounds like Fr Moses had a wonderful experience in 
East Timor. His story was quite eye-opening.

We are looking forward to the Christmas Pageant at the 
Children’s Mass on Christmas Eve. Emma and Allison 
have something really special planned this year.

DID YOU KNOW

A very well known parishioner, Sue Roberts celebrated a 
special birthday recently. With family and friends, it took 
a week of get togethers to celebrate and Sue was glad 
that the week was over. Congratulations Sue, you are 
doing a great job in the parish.

The CWL held a successful make-up demonstration 
afternoon on Saturday 19 October. There were 
Nutrimetics prizes given away and some ladies enjoyed  
a wonderful make-over.
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See you next year.

Congratulations to Flora Wickham, who recently received 
an Award from Calvary Hospital for doing 30 years as a 
volunteer at that hospital. Flora has certainly seen some 
changes in that time as the hospital has grown so much 
since its inception. Congratulations once again Flora.

Neil and Marie Lucas celebrated their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary on Saturday 30 November 2013.

This picture is of the 
happy couple having 
just been married at 
St Declans, Penshurst. 

Neil and Marie 
celebrated their 
anniversary by  
having a special 
lunch at a restaurant 

in Oatley with their three sons Paul, Robert and David 
together with their families, and Neil and Marie's  
closest family and friends.  

Have a very happy Christmas everyone – 

NEW FACES
ON THE

 
 LEADERSHIP TEAM

The Parish AGM was held on Sunday 17 November.

Members, Fran Harvey and John Benfield, have reached 
the end of their three-year term and stepped down.

Replacing them on the team are David Payne and  
Emma Williams. They join Frances Finch,  
Robert De Marcellis, Ronnie Martinovic and Agnes Webb. 
Robert takes over from Ronnie as Chairperson.

We wish the new team every success and blessing as 
they take on the next round of challenges, the greatest 
appearing to be the running and operation of the 
Catechist Ministry.

…there was a Parish with a BIG heart. It looked  
outside itself and asked, “Where can I lend a hand?” 
It found many people and communities needing help. 
Some needed money to build water tanks or buy books 
or medical equipment, others just needed a little help. 
Some only needed help once, others needed help  
more often. 

The Parish with a BIG heart made a commitment to 
provide lunch for a large group of people twice a year. 
Some of these people are homeless, some are ill, some 
are lonely, some are sad. They are all in need.

The Parish with a BIG heart shops and cooks and bakes 
and delivers… 20 kilograms of cooked meatballs, dozens 
of cakes and slices and biscuits and bags of fresh fruit. 
There is always more than enough. Twice a year, the 
Parish with a BIG heart sends a team of kitchen hands 
off to prepare and serve and clean up for those in need. 
Twice a year, there are more volunteers than can fit in 
the kitchen. 

On Sunday September 22nd 2013, once again, this 
parish, with its BIG heart, brought the true meaning of 
charity to St Canice’s at Elizabeth Bay. Our love for each 
other is the reflection of God’s love for us.
God bless you all for your BIG hearts.

Julia Goff
For the Lending a Hand Team.

Inez Mullen

We were thrilled to see  
Connie Hill welcomed into the 
Catholic Church and receive her 
First Holy Communion from  
Fr John. The smile on husband 
John’s face said it all. Connie and John’s son  
and family were there to watch the event. ONCE UPON A TIME….
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The Sundays in Ordinary Time commenced on 9 June 
and ended on 17 November. Ordinary Time in the 
Church’s Yearly Cycle is devoted to celebrating the 
mystery of Christ in all its aspects.

During Ordinary Time there were a number of special 
Sundays set by the Holy See, the Australian Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference or the Archdiocese of Sydney that 
we celebrated. These included National Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Sunday (7 July), Apostleship of 
the Sea (14 July), Bible Sunday (28 July), Marriage and 
Family Sunday (28 July), National Day for Migrants and 
Refugees (25 August), Social Sunday (29 September), 
Respect Life Sunday (6 October) and World Mission Day 
(20 October).

On Sunday, 8 September, 56 children were confirmed 
by Archbishop Julian Porteous. Our thanks goes to the 
Sacramental Team for their efforts in preparing the 
children and the liturgy.

LITURGY LINES During the October Masses, a special prayer was said for 
the students in our Parish undertaking exams 

The Feast of Christ the King on 24 November marks the 
last Sunday of the Church Year. The new Church Year, 
Year A, commences with the First Sunday of Advent  
on 1 December.

World AIDS Day is 1 December and the International Day 
for People with Disabilities is 3 December.

The Advent Reconciliation Paraliturgy will be held on 
Monday, 16 December, at 7.30pm.

Christmas Masses will be held in the Parish on  
Christmas Eve at 6.00pm (Children’s Mass) and 9.00pm 
and on Christmas Day at 9.15am.

With the end of the Church Year, the Liturgy  
Committee wishes to thank all those who have 
contributed in so many ways to our Parish’s liturgy 
throughout the year.  

David Payne
For the Liturgy Committee

Congratulations to Raymond Estigoy for accepting 
the ministry of Acolyte. 

Are you considering selling 
your property?
Do you need a  

property leased?
We can manage  
& sell property 

Call your local agent 
Senior Sales Consultant Joe 
Elite Partners Real Estate 

Lugarno, Peakhurst, Oatley, Mortdale 
(M) 0403 488 487 

Email: joe@elitepartners.com.au
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GEORGES RIVER LIONESS CLUB
In October 1985, three women, Ann Button, Gladys 
Abbott and Pat Scott, all members of the View Club,  
saw a need for monetary help in the local district.  
It was the practice of the View Club, run by the Smith 
Family, that all money collected must be sent back to 
a central point and distributed from there. The women 
wanted to start a club that helped the needy at a local 
level. Ann’s husband, Ken suggested forming a Lioness 
Club under the sponsorship of Lugarno Lions. Eventually 
after some toing and froing, the Georges River Lioness 
Club was formed and there were 48 Charter Members.

Over the years the Club has worked very hard not 
only fundraising with raffles, fashion parades, knitters 
guild, cooking demonstrations, barbecues at Bunnings 
Kirrawee, our craft stalls at various fairs, providing 
catering for various Hurstville Council functions but  
also providing service to others needing help and 
assistance within & outside the area.

Gladys Abbott, President, GRLC, 1988-89, started  
the Caring Awards during her tenure as a way to give 
something back for the good work the local nursing 
homes provided. Every year since, the nursing homes 
nominate a person, employee, volunteer, regular visitor 
or relative of a resident, who provides help and/or  
aid to residents of the home. Next year we will be 
celebrating a milestone – 25 years. At the present  
time, GRLC supports five local nursing homes, the  
first three listed have been with us since the inception  
of the scheme: 

— Nunyara, Peakhurst (formerly Leisure World)
— Peakhurst Lodge, Peakhurst
— Hillcrest, Oatley
— Fairlea, Penshurst
— Sir Thomas Mitchell, Illawong

Some of the other charities we support are  
Peakhurst Retirement Village, St George Hospital,  
Bezzina House, Calvary Health Care Kogarah,  
Lions Mobility Fund, Peakhurst High School Disabilities 
Unit, Exodus Foundation, Autism Community Network, 
Father Chris Riley’s - Youth off the Streets, Cancer 
Council of NSW, Children’s Hospital Westmead,  
Prince of Wales Hospital, Careflight, Pancreatic Cancer 
Research, Australian Lions Drug Awareness Foundation 
and many others. 

Fortunately GRLC has an ample supply of very talented 
craft savvy women who are clever with their hands. 

The Club has an afternoon at our President’s house 
every month where we can learn new techniques, trade 
patterns and enjoy each other’s company.

Over the last few years we have organised our GRLC 
Christmas Fair in the grounds of Our Lady of Fatima 
Catholic Church in Peakhurst. We have been very 
fortunate with the weather – it’s usually beautiful or 
extremely hot – but still goes ahead. The Fair started 
its life as a ‘Car Boot Sale’ and grew. It’s been very 
successful and we hope it will continue to do so.

The Georges River Lioness Club will be turning 30 years 
old in 2015 and in that time the Club has been able to 
provide on average approximately $20,000 per year to 
our charities. We have had a lot of fun along the way 
and we try to make our dinner meetings enjoyable 
each month with a guest speaker and some of our very 
talented lady jokesters. We meet at Club Rivers on the 
first Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm. Potential new 
members are always welcome. Any enquiries, Jeannette 
Smith, tel 9534 5853.

Connie Alifano
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The Lending a Hand Team, on behalf of Our Lady of 
Fatima Peakhurst, recently donated $600 to the Southern 
Sydney Youth Refuge. 

The refuge is located in Penshurst and provides 
accommodation for up to six homeless young people 
(aged 12-18 years), and to those at risk of homelessness.

The money has been used to purchase art supplies 
to enable the young people to partake in Art Therapy 
sessions. Art has been recognised as an excellent 
therapeutic intervention for anxiety, stress and depression 
as it allows expression of feelings and emotions. 

Lending A Hand 
member Anne Hurst, 
ably assisted by her 

grand-daughter 
Peggy, handing the 

$600 cheque to  
Julie Yeung, the 

manager at  
the refuge.

Nicole, a staff 
member at the 
refuge, with the 

art kits.

PARISH FUNDS AT WORK

WHY NOT JOIN US? 
Grandviews has so much to offer. The clubhouse, function rooms and sports lounge have been 

refurbished. The beverages from the bar are unsurpassed and our wines will enhance the 
wonderful meals served in our restaurant.

      Our TreeTops Restaurant is now open with a new Chef and Staff.  
Come and check out the new and modern menu. 

Open Tuesday to Sunday.

Regular features are: Thursday Night Meat Raffle plus 'Spin The Joker' 
Friday Night Monster Meat Raffle, Sunday Afternoon Meat Raffle 

Commencing Wednesday Night 3 April Free Seafood Giveaway  
     - 5 Seafood Trays
 

The Club Grandviews courtesy bus takes away the worry of getting to  
and from the club. Now operating Wednesday to Sunday.

Representative Players have pronounced Grandviews Greens the  
best in the metropolitan area, so why not join up for membership now.  

Free coaching is available.

Social Membership is $7 for one year,  
Social Membership $14 for three years  

         or Bowling Membership is $70 per year.

821 Forest Road, Peakhurst NSW 2210 Ph: 9533 2255 

COURTESY BUS OPERATES
Wednesday 4.30pm - 7.30pm 

Thursday 4.30pm - 8.30pm 
Friday 4.30pm - 10.30pm 

Saturday 5pm - 10pm 
Sunday 4.30pm - 7.30pm 

For the information of  
members and guests.

The manager at the refuge has advised that “we have 
purchased and made up the four art therapy kits. They 
are yet to be used but we currently have a TAFE student 
doing placement with us who is keen to run the first 
workshop and is in the process of developing it. I hope 
we will have some inaugural workshop results for you for 
the next newsletter, but have attached a photo of staff 
with the made-up kits for now. We have three; one for 
arts and craft, one for sculpturing and modelling, and 
one for drawing and painting.”

Anne Hurst
For the Lending A Hand Team
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• Clinic Sister • Chemist Club  
Free Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Testing

REVLON • L’OREAL • DARRELL LEA • CALVIN KLEIN

Shop 11-14, 247 Belmore Road  
Riverwood South

Ph: 9534 2000 Fax: 9533 3096

GALLUZZO’S  
RIVERWOOD  

PLAZA PHARMACY

It started 25 years ago. A simple thought to give elderly 
people near to the parish some much  
needed companionship.

Now, a quarter of a century later, Helen Cozzi still runs 
the Friendship Group with the assistance of several 
‘helpers’. Helen started the group with Peg Davidson, 
who passed away a few years ago.

Just as the group keeps things simple, close and friendly, 
the 25th anniversary remained down-to-earth. The 
usual snacks and card games were accompanied by a 
wonderful anniversary cake.

FRIENDSHIP GROUP CELEBRATES 25 YEARS

       The Leader, and more importantly The Bark,  
came out to take some pictures to do an article  
on the group.

The Friendship Group meets every fortnight.  
All are welcome, guests and helpers. It’s a  
wonderful opportunity for people to socialise,  
have a laugh and enjoy some companionship 
 in a welcoming environment.

If you’d like more information on the  
Friendship Group, and the upcoming  
Christmas party starring our own Tony Girdler,  
call Helen Cozzi on 9153 5074.
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Christmas Mass times at Peakhurst
Christmas Vigil: 6pm Tuesday 24 December, Children’s Mass

Carols start at 5.30pm

Christmas Eve: 9pm Tuesday 24 December
Carols start at 8.30pm

Christmas Day: 9.15am Wednesday 25 December
Carols start at 8.45am

There is no evening Mass at Peakhurst on Christmas Day.

In 2004, Lending A Hand made one of its first allocations 
of funds, on behalf of Our Lady of Fatima Peakhurst, to 
Our Lady of Fatima Parish in Lightning Ridge. 

Our contribution of $4,000 was to assist in the building 
of a new church as the old building was incapable of 
handling the number of people wanting to attend Mass in 
the peak tourist season. 

The son of parishioners Judy and Kevin Eldridge was 
a police officer in Lightning Ridge at the time. Another 
connection is parishioner Mary Atkinson, whose friend 
moved to Lightning Ridge. Mary has visited her in 
Lightning Ridge over the past 26 years, and catches up 
with Sister Catherine, a Josephite nun based in  
Lightning Ridge.  

The first soil was turned on 
the new church in March 
2007, and after all this time, 
on Wednesday 14 September 
2013, the church at Lightning 
Ridge was finally blessed 
by Bishop Michael Kennedy, 
together with seven priests 
and one brother from NSW. 
The church was packed with 
100 people celebrating this 
wonderful occasion. 

Lightning Ridge is one of the 
few places in the world where 
the precious and highly 

prized black opal is found. It has a population of about 
1,200 which is supplemented by over 80,000 visitors who 
arrive every year to either try their luck at fossicking or 
to see what an outback mining town is really like. 

While the opening of a church may not sound an overly 
significant event for us in the city, if you have ever been 
to Lightning Ridge you would appreciate that this was 
something special for this remote outback town. 

Back in 2004, when we first became involved, Father PJ 
O’Neill from Walgett travelled the 72km to say Mass at 
the old church in Lightning Ridge. The old church was 
incapable of accommodating the increased numbers 
during the tourist season. 

PERSISTENCE WINS FOR OLF LIGHTNING RIDGE 
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Fr PJ, as he was known, passed away before 
the church got to lock up stage. With the 
project needing $150,000 to complete, 
the building committee was wondering if 
it would be possible to finish the project, 
but with the help of a number of generous 
people who gave of their time and skills,  
the building slowly made progress.

Finally, in September this year, the blessing 
of the church took place. Recognising the 
financial donations by both Lending A Hand 
in 2004 and later from the Catholic Women’s 
League, our parish received an invitation 
to attend the event. Unfortunately, due to the distance, 
we weren’t able to attend, but the invitation was clearly 
recognition of the help we were able to provide and is 
pleasing that our contribution was still appreciated  
some nine years later.

Fr. PJ’s story is remarkable in itself. A priest that 
had done so much in his life and yet in his later 
years accepted the invitation to take on the role of 
Administrator at the remote town of Walgett, looking 
after five churches at Lightning Ridge, Rowena, 
Cumborah, Collarenebri, and St Mary’s, Walgett. 

In earlier years Father O’Neill volunteered for the 
overseas mission and was sent to Singapore in 1967, 
leaving there in 1983. He was appointed Vocation 
Director and was instrumental in cultivating most of the 
local Redemptorist vocations in Malaysia and Singapore, 
some from the school missions, others later in life. 

Father O’Neill worked tirelessly for the outcast, the youth, 
in the prison ministry, with drug addicts and the poor, 
to the Vietnamese refugees who were housed at the 
refugee camp at Hawkins Road at the time. 

On his return to Australia, Father O’Neill continued to 
work for the marginalised and the outcast and at the 
beginning of 1985 he set up a school in Revesby for 
Vietnamese seminarians, or would-be seminarians, 
to learn English. With some retired nuns to help, he 
was instrumental in the ordination of 34 Vietnamese 
seminarians. He then went for a sabbatical and on his 
return he took up work at Walgett parish in 1999.

Over the years Father O’Neill got more and more  
involved with Aborigines and he worked out a plan to 
have some of them accepted by a couple of our top 
Catholic schools in Sydney, including St. Joseph’s  
Hunters Hill where the boys there performed very well, 
both scholastically and on the sporting field.

A reflection of Fr. PJ’s dedication was in his approach 
to serving the large outback country around Walgett. 
He said that if a community was prepared to provide a 
location where Mass could be said, then he was prepared 
to say the Mass. As a result, he regularly travelled 
to faraway places each weekend, including the 72 
kilometres to Lightning Ridge, most often accompanied 
by his dog as company, to provide Mass for the locals.

Tony Thorpe
For Lending A Hand

Relevant contributions for The Bark are welcome. All articles 
should have a spiritual relevance to our church. Preference is 
for articles and pictures to be emailed to: domalati@hotmail.
com Otherwise, leave at the Parish House with your name and 
contact details. Articles left anonymously will not be accepted. 

We prefer articles you have written yourself, and they will 
receive priority. Reprinting articles from other publications 
and the internet is a breach of copyright and cannot be used 
unless you have received approval. Likewise, articles in The 
Bark are not to be used elsewhere without permission from 
the editor or author.

Articles should be no more than 300 words. Pictures help your 
article and make it more likely to be read. We encourage you 
to send articles and/or pictures of events directly related to our 
parish, or key events in the lives of our parishioners. 

Articles are published and edited at the editor’s discretion and 
no guarantee can be given that an article will appear. 

Opinions on church issues are welcome. Opinions expressed  
in articles are those of the author and not necessarily those  
of The Bark, Our Lady of Fatima, Peakhurst or the  
Catholic Church. 

Please support our advertisers without whose generous 
assistance The Bark would not be printed.

ARTICLES FOR THE BARK
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PETER THROUGH THE EYES OF A PILGRIM
Walking in the footsteps of St Peter began a spiritual 
journey for a group of pilgrims from the Sydney Catholic 
Education Office and for us this journey was to open 
ourselves to God’s love and grace.

It was a time for listening, discovering, observing, 
reflecting and recognising the grace of God in our lives. 
Each day I saw God’s grace all around me, and in each 
of the experiences I encountered: Sea of Galilee; Garden 
of Gethsemane; Wailing Wall; the students from the 
University of Bethlehem; Mount of Beatitudes; Masada; 
Vatican City; and Assisi just to name a few. 

The places that I visited allowed for the scriptures to 
come fully alive. The life and teachings of Jesus here at 
its source made my heart leap in faith. God is present in 
each one of us and desires to be in a loving relationship 
with each of us. The time together enriched my faith, a 
faith that has been given to me as a gift and a response.
 
At Mt Nebo, Moses looked over into the Promised Land. 
It was here I realised I was part of the New Testament. 
On this day the Old Testament opened its door to the 
new land. It was similar to what must have been the 
response of Simon Peter who saw that Jesus was the 
Christ, the Son of the Living God (Matt 16:16).
We then travelled to Galilee. How fitting to begin 
part of our spiritual journey at the place where Jesus 
started His ministry, Capharnaum. This is also where 
the home of Peter is located on the shore of Lake 
Galilee. Pilgrims with the gift of singing led us through 
song on the Sea of Galilee. ‘Here I am Lord’ will 
remain long in my heart. 

More time passed to connect together with our faith 
and who we were through history and culture. For 
me it was much deeper than this, it touched my 
heart, my soul and my mind. This is only one of many 
experiences that have been imprinted in my mind. 

Another was walking the streets through the old city of 
Jerusalem. You could feel the scriptures, the people in 
the time of Jesus lined along the streets in  
the silence of that cold misty morning as we walked  
in prayer on the Via Dolorosa. You felt their presence  

as you walked on each stone. Remembering the Passion  
and suffering of Jesus on Good Friday will be totally 
different now for me. 

Another was prayer at night in the Garden of 
Gethsemane; the stark desert landscape of the road 
from Jerusalem to Jericho remembering the parable of 
the Good Samaritan; general audience of Pope Francis 
in Rome and the visit to St Benedict’s and St Francis of 
Assisi. I am yearning to learn more.

The Catholic appreciation of grace is profoundly 
sacramental. Each day on our pilgrimage as Catholic 
Christians we celebrated with mass. Our bodies were 
nourished with Eucharist and our minds were enriched 
with scripture. The magnificence and beauty of the Sea 
of Galilee on our first day and our last mass together at 
St Peter's Basilica continuously reminded me of God’s 
infinite and unending love. Receiving Eucharist and the 
sharing of wine each day reminded me how Jesus spent 
time eating and drinking with his friends and I was doing 
this each day with my new pilgrim friends. In the sign of 
peace you would feel that immense bond between us. 
The prayer and liturgy we celebrated together enriched 
my life in graceful and inviting ways.

Just as Peter was called to respond and waited for the 
coming of the Holy Spirit in the upper room, I too felt 
the calling and response of the gifts and the fruits of the 
spirit among the pilgrims in our group. 

I was touched by the many pilgrims who shared their  
gift of understanding: listening to people’s hearts, 
thoughts, joys and sadness they had come with on 
this pilgrimage, understanding those students at the 
University of Bethlehem, a sensitivity of the cultural  
world of these students and our commitment in seeing 
how could we help them. 
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The gift of knowledge: many pilgrims sharing their 
knowledge and theology of what they knew enriched  
my understandings of not just the history and culture  
of Israel and Rome but understanding Jesus, Peter,  
the scriptures and those who followed them with 
different eyes. 

The gift of wisdom: helped me to see the bigger  
picture in life and what God’s plan was for this world  
that I live in. I was touched by the gift of wonder and 
awe in God’s presence, a mysterious realisation that 
there was something there beyond what I could see,  
feel and touch. 

At the heart of Christianity are profound teachings on 
hospitality for the neighbour and the stranger. We were 
invited into the house of an elderly Christian man, where 
we celebrated mass with him. He spoke passionately 
about keeping the faith alive in his land and the role that 
each one of us must play in a land that is dominated 

by Jews and Muslims. We experienced the servant 
leadership of Pope Francis, who called on us to await the 
coming of the Lord with trust and joy and to be generous 
with our God–given talents for the good of others, the 
church and our world.

As a pilgrim I traced St Peter’s footsteps, from his first 
meeting with Jesus along the shore of Galilee to visiting 
his house and the place where Jesus changed his name 
from Simon to Peter. I came to the holy city of  
Jerusalem, the Fifth Gospel, where Peter denied  
knowing Jesus three times, watched Jesus be 
condemned and crucified. I travelled to some of the 
towns where Jesus appeared to his disciples and friends 
after his resurrection and continued to Rome where  
Peter took the Fifth Gospel with him. He was the Rock, 
central to the development of the Jewish and the 
Christian communities.  
 
Tosca Galluzzo
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First off, I would like to thank everyone who helped me  
to get over to Brazil by buying cakes from the cakes stall 
as well as raffle tickets or just being generous enough to 
give me a donation. I would like to thank especially  
Inez Mullen and the ladies from the CWL group as well  
as Maria Costello who both gave me great amounts  
of support. 

Now, I would like to tell you about the 
trip itself and what I found to be the 
two main highlights, which were the 
missionary work in Lima, Peru and the 
final mass on Copacabana beach. 

For missionary work we did two things 
as a group. One was we went into the 
shantytown, which we had to walk 
part of the way up to. 

We split into two groups; one group 
repainted the basketball court and 
goalposts which we were told that all 
the kids often used. The other group 
built stairs to help the community to 
have better access as the terrain is 
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all sand hills. We mixed the 
concrete with sand, stone and 
water by hand. Meanwhile, 
the other group repainted the 
community basketball court. 

The other part of missionary work was that we went to a 
school and taught them two things. One was the parable 

of the lost sheep and the other was 
proper hygiene. I was helping to teach 
them about the parable of the lost 
sheep. We acted it out while our guide 
told the class the parable in Spanish. 

The final mass was amazing. You could 
hardly walk more than forty metres 

without bumping into someone from 
another country. The atmosphere 
was ecstatic as the Pope drove by in 
the Pope-mobile. The most amazing  
moment was when there was a 
minute of silence and all of the 
people in attendance were quiet. 

Travis Hochwallner
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I hadn’t seen Bill for a few months 
after his wedding and met him at  
the local pub. 

He was looking in fine form, trim, 
tanned and terrific. I had never seen 
him looking fitter in all the time  
we had been friends. 

“How’s married life treating you 
mate?” I asked.

“Great,” he said. “She treats me like a god.  
Serves up burnt offerings every meal.”'

  ----------------------

Three of my mates from work used to play golf  
every Tuesday morning, rain, hail or shine.  
We let no event interfere with our pastime. 

One day we were waiting on a tee very close to  
the main road when a funeral procession went past.  
One of the guys whipped off his hat and stood at 
attention and looked solemn. He even wiped a  
small tear from his eyes as he stood there.

“Gosh, that was a nice gesture, mate,” I said.
“It was the least I could do,” was the response.  
“She was a good wife to me for over thirty years.” 

A Bible group study leader says to his group, “What 
would you do if you knew you only had four weeks  
left before the great Judgment Day?” 

A gentleman says, “I would go out into my community 
and minister the Gospel to those that have not yet 
accepted the Lord into their lives.” 

“Very good!” says the group leader. 

One lady speaks up and says enthusiastically,  
“I would dedicate all of my remaining time to  
serving God, my family, my church, and my fellow  
man with a greater conviction.” 

“That's wonderful!” the group leader comments. 

One gentleman in the back finally speaks up 
loudly and says, “I would go to my  
mother-in-laws house for the four weeks.” 

The group leader asks him, “Why go to  
your mother-in-law’s home?” 

“Because that will make it the longest four  
weeks of my life!

  ----------------------

An exasperated mother, whose son was always  
getting into mischief, finally asked him, “How do  
you expect to get into Heaven?”

The boy thought it over and said, “Well, I’ll run in  
and out and in and out and keep slamming the  
door until St Peter says, ‘For Heaven’s sake,  
Dylan, come in or stay out!”
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CATHOLIC CHURCH PEAKHURST 
PARISH OF OUR LADY OF FATIMA

825 FOREST ROAD PEAKHURST 2210 

Parish Priest: Fr John Crothers Assistant: Fr Moses Kim 
Parish Secretary: Lynelle Lembryk – PH: 9533 2594 – Fax: 9533 5908
Email: olfpeakhurst@atu.com.au – Web: www.ourladyoffatima.com.au

 

LITURGIES 
Saturday Vigil: 5pm Sunday: 9:15am and 6pm. Wednesday and Friday: 9:30am Mass followed by Rosary.

SACRAMENTAL SCHEDULE 
Baptism: 10:30am 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Contact Parish House for details. 
Marriage: Six months notice required. Contact Parish House for details. 
Anointing: Any time day 9533 2594 or night 9580 1310. 
Reconciliation: Saturday 4:30pm.
 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Robert De Marcellis (Chair), Frances Finch, Ronny Martinovic, David Payne, Agnes Webb, Emma Williams. 

THE BARK 
Dominic Alati 0402 131 072 domalati@hotmail.com
Thanks to the following people who help produce The Bark: Donna Ryan-Alati, John Vaux, Lynelle Lembryk,  
Fr John, Fr Moses, the Leadership Team, everyone who contributes articles, the advertisers and supporters.
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