
OUR LADY  
OF FATIMA  
PEAKHURST

THEBARK
Issue Two 2012

FR CHRIS 
RILEY – 
WHAT AN 
INSPIRATION
Father Chris Riley, CEO and founder of 
Youth Off The Streets, said Masses at 
Our Lady of Fatima on the weekend  
of 19 and 20 May. 

It was a terrific experience to have  
Fr Chris visit our parish, and that he  
said all three weekend Masses.

The purpose of his visit was to tell the 
parish about the work he and his team 
do for YOTS, and to invite donations 
and interest in volunteering.

During his homily, Fr Chris spoke about 
his experiences with YOTS and the  
need to find the good in each child.  
Most of the children in the program are 
the victims of abuse, and he borrows a quote when he 
says, “Language is behaviour.” 

“There’s no such thing as a bad kid,” he says. “Only bad 
environments, families and circumstances.”

With his team’s understanding and compassion, the children 
are able to turn their lives around. Sometimes it takes a bit 
of tough love, but the progress can be remarkable. 

Before being ordained a Salesian priest in 1982, Fr Chris 
Riley was principal of the charity Boy’s Town. He founded 
YOTS in 1991 and opened Key College in Surry Hills in 1997. 
YOTS grew from a food van delivering meals to homeless 
youths to now employing over 150 people and has over 800 
volunteers, with projects as far afield as Africa and Asia.

One of his most remarkable achievements (among 
many) was his work in Banda Aceh after the devastating 
earthquake and tsunami in 2004. He was one of the first 
to the area and successfully managed to send relief to the 
stricken people where many others were unable to get 
through the red tape. He also set up a tented orphanage 
jointly run with the Indonesian Mohammadiyah, which in 
itself is an enormous achievement.

He has made substantial progress at trouble spots such  
as Macquarie Fields and more recently at Bankstown. 

Fr Chris travelled to Peakhurst in his Winnebago, which is 
also his mobile office. 

Continued on next page...

 

HURSTVILLE 
Cnr Forest Rd & Carrington Ave 

9580 1554 
Funeral Home and Chapel. Parking available. 
Prepaid funerals available. Australian owned.

ourladyoffatima.com.au/bark

Fr Chris Riley and one of his Great Danes meet parishioners after Mass



PAGE 2

With him were Ken, his driver and personal assistant, and 
his three Great Danes, Collingwood, Magpie and Woods  
(do you think he’s a Collingwood fan?)

Ken sold two books about Fr Chris after Mass, both by 
Sue Williams – Mean Streets, Kind Heart: The Father Chris 
Riley Story and World Beyond Tears: The Ongoing Story of 
Father Chris Riley. Fr Chris was happy to stay after Mass 
and autograph his books for parishioners, and discuss his 
work in more detail.

It was a privilege to have Fr Chris Riley visit our parish –  
he is a busy man who is wholeheartedly devoted to his 
cause and the wellbeing of others.

While Fr Chris made an impression upon us, it is good to 
know we left an impression upon Fr Chris. He was pleased 
with the number of people at Masses and the enthusiasm 
with which we took part in the Mass. Knowing we are a 
parish without a resident Parish Priest, he was impressed 
with the way things fell into place for each Mass.

If you would like more information about Fr Chris Riley and 
Youth Off The Streets, or would like to make a donation or 
purchase merchandise, visit the website:  
www.youthoffthestreets.com.au 
Dominic Alati

COMMENTS FROM PARISHIONERS

Any time I hear Fr Chris speak it touches me very deeply. 

What a fabulous human, he doesn’t just see problems, he 
does something about them. He believes our kids are not 
disposable and are worth fighting for. Makes me question 
what have I done for society. It was a privilege to shake his 
hand... very humbling.  
Christine Buckman

On the weekend of the 19 and 20 May our parish was 
privileged to have Father Chris Riley celebrate all three 
Masses with our parish community. 

Fr Chris told us briefly of his work with his organisation, 
Youth Off The Streets, and how even the smallest deeds 
can change a life. He reminded us that there’s a story 
behind every face. 

He mentioned his close relationship with Barbara 
Holborrow, who had supported many young people in her 
work as a Children’s Magistrate. He asked us for our prayers 
for her in her time of serious illness. Unfortunately Barbara 
recently passed 
away and our 
prayers go to  
her family and 
close friend  
Fr Chris.

Thank you to 
all those who 
contributed to  
Fr Chris’s appeal. 
We’re sure  
much good will 
be done on our 
behalf by  
Fr Chris and  
his team. 
Deb Cummins
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NEWS FROM THE 
LEADERSHIP TEAM
The Half Yearly Meeting of our Parish was held on Sunday 
3 June. A good representation of our Leadership Team and 
Ministry representatives were present at the meeting, along 
with other members of our parish community. 

With each Ministry presenting reports of their year so far, it 
was evident on how much wonderful work goes on in our 
parish on a weekly basis. 

Our Mission Statement, launched last November, is being 
achieved due to the hard work and dedication of all 
members of our Parish Ministries.

The Liturgy Team, Altar Society, Choirs and Liturgy Ministers 
continue to promote prayerful, meaningful liturgies. 

Lending a Hand, Welcoming Team, Playgroup, Friendship 
Group and St Vincent De Paul Society and the Catholic 
Women’s League are continually actively demonstrating 
Christ to the wider community.

And opportunities for faith development for all are provided 
by our Sacramental Team, Catechists, The Bark, Sunday 
School and Children’s Liturgy.

Members of the Leadership Team are also to be 
acknowledged for their guidance and support of our  
parish community.

Special thanks must also be extended to Paul Moreton, who 
coordinates all of the maintenance issues in our parish, and 
to Lynelle Lembryk who has so capably continued on from 
Ruth in the role as Parish Secretary.

Future initiatives to occur in our Parish in 2012: 
• Black and White Dinner Dance to be held on Saturday,  
   30 June at Maso’s Club. 
• Communication and Technology Working Party led by  
   Charles Centorrino, which is looking at the future ICT  
   needs of our Parish. 
• Conduct of a Parish census later in 2012. 
• Design of a new parish logo. 
• Implementation of WHS procedures and policies. 
• Continued maintenance of the site – extra carpark lighting  
   and repair and refurbishment of the facilities.

Finally, please keep in your prayers Leadership Team 
members Fran Harvey and Charles Centorrino who are 
recovering from recent surgery. We wish them both  
speedy recoveries.  
Deb Cummins 
On behalf of the Leadership Team

FR VAN APPOINTED 
PARISH PRIEST AT  
ST MEL’S

Our former Assistant Priest, Fr Van, has been appointed 
Parish Priest of St Mel’s at Campsie.

Fr Van left our parish in April last year to take up the role 
of Administrator of St Mel’s. 

He was appointed to his new role in April this year.

It’s fantastic news for Fr Van who was widely loved and 
respected at Our Lady of Fatima.

He is enjoying his time at Campsie, saying it’s quite 
different to Peakhurst.

“It’s a nice community, a different community. It’s made 
up of many nationalities,” he said. “Many come here for 
a short while and then move on. But we also have many 
people who have been in the parish for a while.”

He said St Mel’s has around 700 to 800 people, which is 
similar in size to Peakhurst. They have three Masses on 
the weekend. 

St Mel’s has a primary school with 230 children.  
Fr Van also talks at other schools in the area,  
including Lakemba.

He said he still comes back to Penshurst to play table 
tennis on weekends, because he enjoys the exercise.

We wish Fr Van continued success at St Mel’s.

Dominic Alati
Advertise your business in The Bark

It’s good value. Supply your own ad or we can do it for you.
Contact Dominic Alati   domalati@hotmail.com   Ph 0402 131 072
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SOMEONE
Have you ever walked into our church and seen that the 
holy water in the font at the church entrance was low 
and thought to yourself “someone should fill that”? Or 
maybe there was some dust on the pews and you said to 
the person with you “someone should dust that” or even 
think “someone should do a better job of the flowers”. 

Do you ever stop to think who ‘someone’ is? 

We have many ‘someones’ in our parish working tirelessly 
so that your enjoyment of the Mass is a pleasant and 
meaningful experience. Some you see, like the singers, 
musicians, altar servers, acolytes, Eucharistic ministers, 
wardens, greeters, etc. 

However there are so many more behind the scenes 
doing many tasks. 

The ‘someones’ I work with belong to the Altar Society. 
They are the ones who fill the holy water fonts, dust the 
pews and altar, make sure the entrances are clean and 
tidy and do the flowers for the altar. 

The work done by the Altar Society is not heavy work 
but it is vital to our parish and if there are enough people 
involved then the average time required is no more than 
an hour per month (unless of course you do the flowers 
which takes a little longer). 

Unlike days gone by, the vacuuming is done by outside 
contractors, which means no hard work required.

The Altar Society is in great need of some new 
‘someones’ to help out. 

The wonderful team of devoted women and men who 
have served for many years needs some new blood. 

Please think about helping in this vital and worthwhile 
work. Don’t rely on “someone else”… we need YOU now. 
If you are interested please contact Christine Buckman 
Ph: 9533 2973; Mob: 0405 446 018;  
email: cp.buckman@bigpond.com 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU

Two of our Altar Society members have resigned to do 
more exciting things we hope, and we owe them a very 
BIG thank you for the many years of selfless service to 
our parish community.

Mary Gray and Pat Brady have been an integral part 
of the Altar Society. When Mary was asked how long 
she and Pat had been a part of the team she said she 
couldn’t remember but it was “ages and ages”. Thank 
you ladies. Your work has been invaluable and very  
much appreciated.

Christine Buckman

FRIENDSHIP GROUP

Our Friendship Group is a happy little group of people 
who enjoy coming together each fortnight to have a 
chat over a cuppa and play a few board games or cards. 
Bingo is played every six weeks.

We have 22 guests and 11 helpers who provide 
transport, sandwiches and cakes each fortnight.

We meet between 
9.30am and 10am  
and finish at 1pm.

New helpers are 
welcome. If you are 
interested, please  
call Helen.

Helen Cozzi 9153 5074

Looking to Buy?
Looking to Sell?
Looking to Rent?

Contact the team at LJ Hooker

LJ Hooker Mortdale 
11A Morts Rd, Mortdale 

P: (02) 9570 4488   F: (02) 9570 8080

LJ Hooker Riverwood 
164 Belmore Rd, Riverwood 

P: (02) 9533 1111   F: (02) 9533 9533

Visit www.ljhooker.com.au
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CONGRATULATIONS 
NICHOLAS WEIR
Nicholas Weir from the parish received the Archbishop’s 
Award for Student Excellence in 2011. Nicholas was the 
recipient from De La Salle College, Revesby Heights 
where he did his HSC. 

Nicholas received his award at St Mary’s Cathedral in 
November last year.

The citation about Nicholas reads: 
Nicholas is an outstanding student and has shown great 
initiative and leadership in the living out of his faith. He 
is a LaSallian youth leader and a member of the Student 
Representative Council. His specific role is in youth 
ministry and evangelisation. Nicholas was a leader of the 
SUMMER School of Evangelisation. He is also Minister of 
the Word at college liturgies and dedicates his time with 
Night Patrol.

He has faced adversity during his life, which thankfully he 
has overcome. Thank you for your prayers when he was 
in the USA for surgery in 2003. 

Nicholas is currently serving on the Disciples of Jesus 
Youth Mission Team where he visits high schools, talks 

to youth, prays with them, runs liturgies and encourages 
them in their faith.

Next year he hopes to go to Notre Dame Uni and study 
Behavioural Science/Counselling or do another year of 
volunteer work with Youth Mission Team.

Alana Sullivan

The Majellan
Family Magazine

A popular quarterly magazine  
supporting faith and upholding 

the sanctity of marriage and family

Subscription: $10 per year

The Majellan, P.O. Box 43, 
Brighton, Vic. 3186 

 www.majellan.org.au 
Tel: 03 9592 2777

Nicholas with his mother Alana and Cardinal Pell
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THANKS FROM THE 
SCHOOL OF ST JUDE
Parishioners will recall the visit of Kim Saville from the 
School of St Jude, Tanzania at the 5pm Mass on Saturday 
10 March.

Kim gave us an outline of the great work being done 
in Tanzania by the school, which was set up by an 
Australian girl with Kim’s assistance. 

The gold coin collection at Masses that weekend 
produced a total of $2,780 which was topped up from 
Lending A Hand funds to provide a donation to St Jude of 
$5,000 from Our Lady of Fatima Peakhurst.

We were later contacted by Robyn Bargo, a 
representative of St Jude in Melbourne, asking how we 
would like to have these funds used. The Lending A Hand 
group discussed this and decided that at least some 
part should go towards funding the cost of teachers at 
the school. Robyn advised that the cost of a teacher per 
annum was $600 and so we have chosen to fund two 
teachers, with the balance of our donation going towards 
supplying food for the children at the school. 

We received a profile of one of the teachers – Mr Kashia 
Elisa, an English teacher who has been at the school for 
four years. He is from the Mmeru tribe, which originates 
from the foothills of Mount Meru, Tanzania’s second 
tallest mountain.

Parishioners may not have realised that Kim and her 
assistant Sarah had difficulty finding their way to the 
church and arrived after Mass had started, rather than 
the half hour before as was planned. For those who 
attended Mass that Saturday night, you were provided 

with the long version of the Gospel readings to allow 
time for Kim to catch her breath. 

I know Fr John had some anxious moments also, 
preparing Plan B in case Kim didn’t make it. 

However, Kim arrived in a nick of time and delivered her 
presentation as promised. 

Tony Thorpe for the Lending A Hand Team

One of the students at St Judes sent us a hand-written 
thank you note (pictured above). It reads:

Dear all at Our Lady of Fatima Church,

Thank you for sponsoring our brand new Twiga Bus! 
“Twiga” is Kiswahili for giraffe, and the bus has giraffe 
print on the sides. It’s a very big bus and Mr Loma is  
the driver. We are very happy to have buses to take  
us to school. 

This year the School of St Jude is celebrating its 10th 
year anniversary. We presented the song and dance on 
the stage. We ate pilau, soda, meat and enjoyed the day. 

Love from the students at St Judes
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The Anzac Day Mass was held on 25 April and was well 
attended considering it was not a weekend Mass.

The 9.15am Mother’s Day Mass was special thanks to the 
efforts of the Children’s Liturgy Team.  

The Ascension of the Lord was celebrated on 20 May.

Pentecost Sunday on 27 May marked the end of the 
Easter Season.

The Most Holy Trinity was celebrated on 3 June and the 
Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ on 10 June.

First Holy Communion was celebrated on the weekend of 
16/17 June with over 50 children participating.

The Sundays in Ordinary Time commence on 17 July and 
go through to 18 November.

All ministers, please check your roster each week for the 
times you are on. Readers and commentators, please use 
your Break Open the Word to prepare for your reading at 
Mass. It's a very good resource.

David Payne for the Liturgy Committee

COMPASS ON ABC

The ABC’s Compass program aired at 6.30pm on Sunday 
1 April featured Fr John, other priests and lay people 
discussing the new translation of the Missal.

The episode entitled ‘Catholics Divided’ presented 
varying views on the new translation, examining specific 
wording among the changes. Tony Thorpe also made an 
appearance presenting his views.

The program looked at another issue, being the problem 
that the huge Diocese of Wilcannia-Forbes faces.

If you missed it, the program can be viewed at the ABC 
TV website. A transcript of the program is also available 
at the ABC website.

LITURGY LINES
The Lenten Reconciliation Paraliturgy was held on  
28 March and was well attended.

Two children were welcomed as new Altar Servers 
at Mass on 1 April. Thank you to Jenni Payne for her 
commitment to the training of the Altar Servers over 
many years, this being her 23rd year as ‘coach’ of the 
Altar Servers Team.

The sacred ceremonies of Holy Week and the Easter 
Triduum were very special. Thank you to all those who 
contributed in so many ways to the great success of the 
Easter Ceremonies (photos from Easter Liturgies are on 
this page). Due to the School Holidays coinciding with 
Easter, the number of volunteers for the roster for the 
ceremonies was disappointing.
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RUTH FAREWELLED... 
AND MARRIED 

At all Masses on 24 and 25 March, Ruth Meagher was 
officially farewelled as Parish Secretary, the job she held 
for 23 years.

Fr John spoke at each Mass, followed by Evelyn Graham 
with a brief PowerPoint presentation.

Ruth spoke at 9.15am Mass, at which her family was 
present, thanking the priests and parishioners who have 
been a big part of her life for the past 23 years. She 
also thanked the Choir who she said have always been 
supportive and helpful.

The Choir sang the Irish Blessing in her honour.

After 9.15am Mass, morning tea was held with tables 
full of treats. Special guests turned up to wish Ruth well, 
including Fr Manuel, who was a former Assistant Priest at 
our parish and now Parish Priest at Kingsgrove.

The Choir performed a special song just for Ruth. Ruth 
was presented with an iPad by Deb Cummins on behalf 
of the parish.

Just three weeks later, on Sunday 15 April, Ruth and 
partner Kevin were married.

The bride, looking absolutely beautiful and beaming  
with joy, was just a little late for the 12 noon service  
(or ‘high-noon’, as was joked beforehand).
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With the bride and groom’s family was a collection of 
parishioners there to see the happy couple and wish 
them well.

The Mass was celebrated by both Fr John and Fr Thu.

As the couple entered the church together, and walked 
up the aisle arm in arm, a recorded song was played. 
It was Ruth singing I’ll Walk Beside You, which she 
recorded especially for the day – a beautiful way to begin 
their lives as husband and wife.

We wish Ruth and Kevin many happy years together.

Dominic Alati

DID YOU KNOW
Time certainly flies. Fr Thu has been with us at OLF for one 
year now. We’re pleased that Fr Thu has joined our parish 
family and trust he continues to enjoy his time with us.

This must be the time for tripping around the world as a 
number of our parishioners have done.

Tony and Dawn Thorpe have just returned from cruising 
from Dubai to Rome and from there touring around Italy 
and the Greek Islands – how romantic.

Carmel and Jim North flew to Hong Kong where they 
boarded the Silver Shadow and cruised to Tokyo, after 
stopping at two ports in China. They toured around Japan, 
saw all the wonderful sights and flew home from Tokyo.

Frances and Kevin Greene flew to New York where they met 
up with Catherine, who lives there. Son Ben flew out from 
London and together with Michelle and Allison, who were 
also touring, they had a very happy family re-union. That is 
with the exception of Peta, who had just had a baby, a little 
girl Evie Grace. So it is welcome home to the Greene family 
and congratulations to Frances and Kevin on becoming 
grandparents, also to Peta and hubbie on the birth of their 
first child.

David Payne has just returned from America where he 
attended the graduation of his son and daughter-in-law.

Needless to say, all these people had a wonderful time. 
Welcome home to you all.

And about to head off overseas is Deb Cummins who is 
going to the Olympic Games as a spectator, not an athlete, 
although we’re sure she could hold her own in many of the 
sports. She’s also travelling to other exciting destinations.

On the sick and injured list we have Fran Harvey, who 
broke her hand while manipulating her car and as a result 
is finding it a little difficult to do things. We hope your hand 
heals quickly Fran.

Also spending time in hospital we have Tony Galluzzo, 
Charles Centorrino, and Lee Jones. We hope you are all  
on the road to recovery.

We must not forget baby Jack Ethan Atkins, who, at eight 
weeks old, has probably gone through more trauma, 
operations etc than most of us have had in a lifetime. To 
Kerry and Peter and daughter Anita and hubbie Ross, our 
thoughts and prayers are with you, as well as Baby Jack 
Ethan, for whom we have been praying since his birth.

Our congratulations go to Tony Thorpe who, prior to his 
tripping around, received an award from Hurstville Council 
for the good work he has done in the community.

Inez Mullen
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LET JUSTICE PREVAIL
The annual World Day of Prayer was held in our church 
on 2 March this year, as reported in the last issue of  
The Bark. The guest speaker was our own Julia Goff 
who delivered a talk on the World Day of Prayer theme 
for 2012 ‘Let Justice Prevail’ with the country of interest 
being Malaysia. Thanks to Julia who was happy for her 
inspiring talk to be reproduced here: 

Thank you very much for inviting me to speak today.  

Let me start off by stating unequivocally that I love 
words – especially slogans… catchphrases… mantras…
call them what you will. Favourites over the years include 
“Now you’re cooking with gas”, “Time and tide wait for 
no man” and “Life be in it”… phrases where the meaning 
has gone a long way beyond the original intent.

However, that can be the problem with so many 
slogans… they are just words where the meaning is 
shortlived or misunderstood. However the theme of 
the 2012 World Day of Prayer, “Let Justice Prevail” has 
resonated with me over these past few weeks. Today 
I would like to take a few minutes to reflect on the 
meaning of those three words: Let… Justice… Prevail…

First of all, consider the word “Let”. And I have to be 
honest that this word really annoys me. It seems to imply 
that if we all just stand back far enough with our hands 
behind our backs, that justice will be able to prevail. 
That by not being unjust we will somehow create justice. 
However as I am sure you will all acknowledge, absence 
of evil does not create goodness. Far more is required 
here. You would not be here today if just ‘letting’ was on 
your agenda. But let me move on for now.

“Justice” – what is justice? Is it fairness or equity or 
opportunity? Is it laws or religions or traditions? Is it 
something that is universal or is it different in each 
culture and for particular people? Can our Australian, 
Christian concepts of justice be applied to other countries 
like Malaysia which has an amazing diversity of cultures, 
languages, traditions and cultures. 

People often speak of ‘natural justice’ which is, in fact, 
a doctrine of the English legal system that protects 
against arbitrary exercise of power by ensuring fair 
play. However many people seem to have a feeling this 
phrase means that justice will occur naturally if allowed 
to do so… very similar to the Buddhist belief in karma, a 
philosophy of cause and effect, but again, is this enough?

The Statue of Justice, always a woman I note, is often 
featured outside Law Courts. Themis, the goddess of 
earthly justice in Ancient Greece, is commonly shown 
as wearing a blindfold and carrying a pair of scales 

– symbolising guilt or innocence being weighed in 
the balance. Lady Justice, as she is often known, is 
blindfolded so she cannot be influenced by appearance. 

She is also often seen carrying a double-edged sword 
in her left hand, symbolizing the power of Reason and 
Justice, which may be wielded either for or against any 
party. She symbolises the fair and equal administration of 
the law, without corruption, avarice, prejudice, or favour. 

However, what happens to justice when law and those 
who enforce the law are unethical or corrupt? What 
happens to justice when the law itself perpetuates 
unfairness, lack of ethics and even cruelty?

And now “prevail” – a wonderful word… with two  
distinct but complementary meanings. The first, to  
prove more powerful than opposing forces; to be 
victorious. The second, to be widespread in a particular 
area at a particular time; to be current. And surely both 
these meanings are what we want for justice in our  
world. That justice be stronger than injustice and that  
it be widespread.

So how do we, here and now, and tomorrow and the 
next day, ensure that justice prevails?

Not many of us are equipped to go forth and fight 
injustice internationally. However, I believe that we are 
all given the strength and ability to fight injustice in our 
own lives and in our own communities. We can also work 
actively, in small ways, to influence those who work on 
the world stage. 

As a small child I was taught that prayer was a 
combination of three things: thoughts, words and deeds. 
We need to think justly, to actively seek information 
about situations which allow us to be informed rather 
than influenced. We need to speak justly, to use 
language which is fair and honest and to speak up 
and out about injustice, to inform and to be advocates 
of those whose voices are silenced by circumstances 
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out of their control. And we need to act justly, to seek 
opportunities to redress wrongs and to create rights  
for others. 

We must seek to be like the Statue of Justice… to be 
blind to people’s appearance, their backgrounds, their 
attitudes, and instead to look for ways to ensure that 
they have a ‘fair go’, and to remember that for many 
people in the world, for many people in Australia, for 
many people in Sydney, that a ‘fair go’ may mean 
suspending our judgments and attitudes. There is no 
such thing as the ‘deserving poor’ or the ‘undeserving 
poor’ – they are just poor.

Perhaps the most challenging part of being an advocate 
for justice is letting go of our preconceptions and 
inhibitions. We don’t want to be seen as ratbags, but it 
is the ratbags in our society who have the strength of 
their convictions to challenge injustice. Many people saw 
Mary McKillop as a ratbag – but she challenged accepted 
social conventions, and at times the authority of the 
church, to bring education to the poorest of children. Her 
acceptance of any child into her school, regardless of 
their background was radical at that time but she actively 
worked to bring justice to their lives.

We have just sung the wonderful prayer of St Francis, 
Make Me a Channel of Your Peace. In the French version 
the word ‘instrument’ is used instead of ‘channel’…  
and I like this. We are not just a channel through  
which peace flows, although this is important. We can  
be an instrument which works actively for peace and  
for justice.

I started off by telling you of my love of catch phrases. 
So let me end with another one, a popular and rather 
brash statement, but one which I believe states a  
truth which applies very much to today’s topic. And  
that is “If you aren’t part of the solution, you are part  
of the problem.”

Thank you. 

Julia Goff 
A POWERFUL POINT
For a long time now, whenever we see a beautiful sunset 
or sunrays streaming through the clouds etc we often 
say, “Look, God’s talking to us.” 

A couple of weeks ago we were on our way to Saturday 
evening Mass and I said to Dan, “Look at that, God’s 
talking to us.” 

He replied, “God always talks to us, but sometimes He 
uses PowerPoint.” 

Christine Buckman

LENDING A HAND  
TO UGANDA

How time flies! It seems only last year that we, as a 
Parish sponsored a young Ugandan man named Denis 
who was studying to be a Medical Clinical Officer. 

Actually, it was a few years ago and we are delighted to 
inform you all that Denis graduates in August this year. 

He will spend the next 12 months putting his learning 
into practical experience, something he is very much 
looking forward to doing. 

Denis will not be able to perform any surgery, but will be 
able to do just about everything else. At the end of this 
practical experience he will be able to choose whether he 
continues to work out in the field or return to University 
to learn more about medicine. 

Well done, Denis. We’re proud that our parish has helped 
this young man achieve something that will directly 
benefit those around him.

You may remember that Chris Kerr brought Denis to our 
attention and it is Chris who constantly keeps us updated 
on Denis’s progress. 

In a recent discussion, Chris told me that he is very 
excited about another young man in Denis’s village who 
is also very bright and interested in another spectrum of 
education – Engineering. 

You never know where that may lead...

John Vaux 
For the Lending A Hand Team

Advertisers wanted
Support The Bark, support the parish.

Supply your own ad or we can do it for you.  
Advertising rates are very good value.

Contact Dominic Alati   domalati@hotmail.com   Ph 0402 131 072
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A WAR 
MEDAL 
RETURNED
The story starts with an email 
and concludes with a TV 
presentation. It’s about a lost 
WWI Service Medal of Lieut  
T A Holdsworth A.I.F.

Thomas Astley Holdsworth, 
my great uncle – brother to 
my grandfather John Gardyne 
Holdsworth, was born in 
Canterbury, NSW in 1883, the 
second youngest son of 16 
children to Joseph Burdekin 
Holdsworth (Jnr) and Elizabeth 
Jane Gardyne.

Thomas’s father Joseph grew 
up in Bronte House and was 
the eldest son of successful 
businessman Joseph Burdekin 
Holdsworth (Snr). Bronte 
House was held in the family 
from 1860 until 1882 when 
they undertook many improvements to the house.  

The photo below is at my grandfather’s wedding where 
Thomas appears to have been the best man. The 
crowded photo shows his siblings.

Thomas married Doris Jean Cochran in 1913. He was 
working for AMP as an Actuarial Clerk when he joined 
the 6th Army Field Artillery Battalion in September, 1916 
with the rank of Lieutenant. He left for England aboard 
the Mashobra and arrived in Plymouth in November 1916. 
May 1917 saw him enter France and action.  

Thomas served in France for 15 months, the latter period 
as an Orderly, and took some leave towards the end of 
hostilities in 1918. Grandpa also served in the First World 
War (and coincidently also worked as an agent for the 
AMP Society). The only prior knowledge of our family’s 
war involvement was that grandpa was a Gunner and 

got shot in 
the bottom! 
We now 
gladly know of 
Thomas’s war 
history.

After the War 
it appears 
as though 

Thomas spent some time in England, possibly with AMP, 
before returning to Melbourne in late August 1919.  
He then made his way back to Doris in Mosman NSW. 
They had no children and Thomas died at North Sydney 
in 1942. 

Exactly how Thomas’s 1914-1918 Officer’s Service Medal 
found its way on to the open market is unclear, though it 
was most likely the outcome of an estate clearance when 
Doris died in 1964.

And so we pick up on current times where Brad Argent, 
an employee of ancestry.com sees the medal at markets 
in Rozelle. Concerned that it is not in the rightful hands 
of family, Brad returned the next week and purchased 
the medal. After looking up Thomas’s details he checked 
ancestry.com and found a family tree established by 
our son Timothy, which is Thomas’s family line. Their 
PR organisation then established contact via Tim to me, 
seeking to arrange a handover of the medal via an article 
in the Sydney Morning Herald in the week leading up to 
Anzac Day.

The Herald story fell through and we thought that 
was the end of things. However, Monday came and 
arrangements are suddenly set up for the medal to be 
handed over on Channel Ten’s Breakfast program at 
7.40am. After settling my heart beat, of course I agreed 
to be a star for five minutes – well, we all dream!

After a small delay until 8.10am, I was settled onto the 
couch and the interview took place with Brad, myself and 
Ten’s Kath Robinson.

The story was then retold amid much excitement and 
the precious war medal handed back to the Holdsworth 
family to ensure Thomas’s spirit and memory is 
embraced into the future by his kinfolk.

I warmly acknowledge and thank ancestry.com for all 
that they did to bring about this happy outcome. The 
medal is now in safe hands and will be encased and later 
passed on to Tim as the next keeper of the story of a 
Great Uncle.

Bernie Holdsworth
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LIFE CHANGING EVENTS

By the time you read this, I will have celebrated my 
90th birthday. There have been many incidents that 
have shaped my life, but two events have been major 
changes. One was my wedding and the other was the 
week that included 15 August 1945. At that time I was in 
the army and stationed on Bougainville Island.

We knew that Japan was accepting defeat and the 
excitement of a cease-fire was building up. On the 
morning of the 15 August we were receiving broadcasts 
of the progress of the treaty to be signed. At about  
11 o’clock the great news we had been praying for  
was announced. The war was over.

In my tent, three of us had been educated by the  
Sisters of St Joseph at Dulwich Hill and Campsie. We 
agreed that Mary had picked the Feast of the Assumption 
to save Australia.

The following Tuesday was a day for Thanksgiving 
Services. A platform was erected at the Sports Ground 
and it was used for an altar. It was estimated that 10,000 
attended that Mass. Priests from Australia and America 
celebrated the happiest Mass that I had ever attended. 
The Missionaries had returned to the area and had 
been training a choir in anticipation of the event. The 
highlight of the choir was a young boy singing Ave Maria 
continuously while Communion was being distributed.

That day changed my life. I had not seen my family for 
two and a half years but it took another three months 
before I arrived home to have Christmas and for my 
family to stop worrying.

If there are relatives of servicemen or parishioners who 
served in Bougainville at that time who would like to see 
my photographs of the area, call me on 9153 9242.

Neal Dagg

Winchester, Lonnon & Klein  
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 

Corporate And Personal Taxation Specialists 

Peter J Winchester ACA 
Also offering Investment, Retirement, Insurance, Superannuation,  

Mortgage Elimination and Leasing Services with 
Professional Investment Services P/L 

ABN 11074608558 
FINANCIAL PLANNERS AFS Licence No 234951

Tom Ryan MAppFin BSc DipEd DipFinPlan CFP

617-621 Forest Rd, Bexley NSW 2207. Ph: (02) 8567 6333 Fax: (02) 9587 1176

Madeline and Neal Dagg. They were married 4 October 1958.
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OLF SACRAMENTAL 
PROGRAM 2012 
Applications can be collected from the Piety Stall or 
Parish House.  
SACRAMENT of CONFIRMATION 
For children in Year 6 and above 
Parent and Candidates Information Night  
Monday 30 July 7:30pm 
Lesson 1 Monday 13 August 7:30pm 
Lesson 2 Monday 20 August 7:30pm 
Confirmation Spirituality Day  
Sunday 26 August 2pm - 7pm (includes Reconciliation, 
activities with CYS, pizza and evening Mass) 
Rehearsal Wednesday 5 September 5:30pm 
CONFIRMATION Sunday 9 September 2:30pm

SACRAMENT of RECONCILIATION 
There are four parts to this Sacrament, all four parts 
must be attended. 
Part 1 Parent Information Night  
Monday 15 October 7:30pm 
Part 2 Lesson 1 Monday 29 October 7:30pm 
           Lesson 2 Monday 5 November 7:30pm 
Part 3 Liturgy of the Word  
Monday 12 November 7:30pm 
Part 4 INDIVIDUAL RECONCILIATION  
Saturday 17 November 3:15pm - 4:30pm

PLAYTIME 
Playtime is proving to be very popular again so far this 
year. We are still operating on Wednesdays, Thursdays, and 
Fridays, but we only have a couple of spots left now, for 
Wednesdays only.

This year we have accepted new membership from around 
a dozen new mums and grandparents, which is great, and 
some of our new members are also new to the area, and  
so Playtime is a great social avenue for the mums, and  
their bubs!

We have received more donations of toys – many thanks! 
Also, the children are still making great use of the sandpit 
and cubbyhouse. 

We enjoyed Easter this year, with each group participating 
in Easter-based craft activities, as well as Easter egg hunts 
around the grounds (I am fairly certain all the eggs were 
found – the kids are great a sniffing them out!)

In the third term, we are hoping to book a mobile farm 
animal incursion for the children to enjoy, and a social night 
will hopefully be held for the carers later in the year.

Thanks again to OLF Peakhurst for your wonderful support!

Julie Young   Playtime Co-ordinator Ph: 9153 8834

ARTICLES FOR THE BARK 
Relevant contributions for The Bark are welcome. All 
articles should have a spiritual relevance to our church. 
Preference is for articles and pictures to be emailed to: 
domalati@hotmail.com Otherwise, leave at the Parish 
House with your name and contact details. Articles left 
anonymously will not be accepted. 

We prefer articles you have written yourself, and they 
will receive priority. Reprinting articles from other 
publications and the internet is a breach of copyright 
and cannot be used unless you have received approval. 
Likewise, articles in The Bark are not to be used 
elsewhere without permission from the editor or author.

Articles should be no more than 300 words. Pictures 
help your article and make it more likely to be read. We 
encourage you to send articles and/or pictures of events 
directly related to our parish, or key events in the lives of 
our parishioners. 

Articles are published and edited at the editor’s discretion 
and no guarantee can be given that an article will appear. 

Opinions on church issues are welcome. Opinions 
expressed in articles are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of The Bark, Our Lady of Fatima, 
Peakhurst or the Catholic Church. 

Please support our advertisers without whose generous 
assistance The Bark would not be printed.

• Clinic Sister • Chemist Club  
Free Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Testing

REVLON • L’OREAL • DARRELL LEA • CALVIN KLEIN

Shop 11-14, 247 Belmore Road  
Riverwood South

Ph: 9534 2000 Fax: 9533 3096

GALLUZZO’S  
RIVERWOOD  

PLAZA PHARMACY
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FUNNIES

Q: What do you call a sleepwalking nun?  
A: A roamin’ Catholic!

Doctor: “Your recovery was a miracle!”  
Patient: “Great. Now I don’t have to pay you!”

Q: Why did Moses wander in the desert for 40 years?  
A: Even then men wouldn’t ask for directions!

...There I was at the wailing wall, standing there like a 
complete idiot... with my harpoon.

I’m not Catholic, but I gave up picking my belly button 
for lint.

God answers knee-mail.

Since God gave us two ears and one mouth, He must 
have wanted us to do twice as much listening as talking.

A rabbi, a priest, and a bishop walk into a bar. 
The bartender says, “What is this, some kind of joke?”

People are funny... they want the front of the bus, the 
middle of the road, and the back of the church.

Is there truth to the story that the hymn ‘We Are Called’ 
is being updated to ‘We Are Called, Emailed or Texted’? 

God made us all perfect. He’s just not done with most  
of us yet!

There’s this guy who had been lost and walking in the 
desert for about two weeks. One hot day, he sees the 
home of a missionary. Tired and weak, he crawls up to 
the house and collapses on the doorstep. The missionary 
finds him and nurses him back to health. Feeling better, 
the man asks the missionary for directions to the nearest 
town. On his way out the backdoor, he sees this horse. 
He goes back into the house and asks the missionary, 
“Could I borrow your horse and give it back when I reach 
the town?” 

The missionary says, “Sure but there is a special thing 
about this horse. You have to say ‘Thank God’ to make it 
go and ‘Amen’ to make it stop.” 

Not paying much attention, the man says, “Sure, OK.” 

So he gets on the horse and says, “Thank God” and 
the horse starts walking. Then he says, “Thank God, 
thank God,” and the horse starts trotting. Feeling really 
brave, the man says, “Thank God, thank God, thank 
God, thank God, thank God” and the horse just takes off. 
Pretty soon he sees this cliff coming up and he’s doing 
everything he can to make the horse stop. 

“Whoa, stop, hold on!!!!” 

Finally he remembers, “Amen!!” 

The horse stops four inches from the cliff. Then the man 
leans back in the saddle and says, “Thank God.”

The Sunday School helper needed supplies from the 
cupboard that was seldom used and was secured with 
a lock. Not knowing the combination, she asked the 
clergyman to give it a try. 

Father Jack placed his fingers on the lock’s dial and 
raised his eyes heavenward for a moment. Then he 
confidently spun the dial and opened the lock. Seeing 
how impressed the helper was with this demonstration of 
faith, he smiled and confided, “The numbers are written 
on the ceiling.”

BUMPER STICKERS
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CATHOLIC CHURCH PEAKHURST 
PARISH OF OUR LADY OF FATIMA

825 FOREST ROAD PEAKHURST 2210 

Parish Priest: Fr John Crothers Assistant: Fr Thu Nguyen 
Parish Secretary: Lynelle Lembryk – PH: 9533 2594 – Fax: 9533 5908
Email: olfpeakhurst@atu.com.au – Web: www.ourladyoffatima.com.au

 

LITURGIES 
Saturday Vigil: 5pm Sunday: 9:15am and 6pm. Wednesday and Friday: 9:30am Mass followed by Rosary.

SACRAMENTAL SCHEDULE 
Baptism: 10:30am 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Contact Parish House for details. 
Marriage: Six months notice required. Contact Parish House for details. 
Anointing: Any time day 9533 2594 or night 9580 1310. 
Reconciliation: Saturday 4:30pm.
 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Deb Cummins (Chair), Charles Centorrino, Fran Harvey, John Benfield, Frances Finch, Ronny Martinovic. 

THE BARK 
Dominic Alati 0402 131 072   domalati@hotmail.com
Thanks to the following people who help produce The Bark: The Production Team, John Vaux, Lynelle Lembryk,  
Fr John, Fr Thu, the Leadership Team, everyone who contributes articles, the advertisers and supporters.


