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THE BARK TURNS 15
It was first printed in September 1996 as literally a ‘cut and 
paste’ job in the home of former parishioners Barbara and 
Jim Walsh. 

Now we′re proud to say The Bark has reached the ripe old 
age of 15.

Writing in the very first issue, Barbara Walsh said: “For 
some time I had been asking myself how could we improve 
communication within our Parish Family? To my way of 
thinking communication is the essence of a viable and 
growing community.”

Barbara saw the need to add something beyond the parish 
Bulletin, to communicate the visions and activities that 
were occurring in the parish. It was also seen as a way of 
communicating on a “homely” level, with items of news 
big and small, sad and happy, informative and trivial that 
interconnect our lives as a parish community.

Over the years, many people have been part of The Bark 
in their own way. Notably, Jo Fitzpatrick and Julia Goff, who 
became the driving forces of The Bark for most of the first 
10 years. On the following pages, Jo and Julia reflect on the 
times they had producing over 100 issues.

There was a change of editor in 2007 and The Bark took 
on a new appearance. A design team helped give The Bark 
a face lift. Since then, it is put together using the latest 
design software, the same software used to produce major 
catalogues and magazines. And it is no longer copied on 
the parish photocopier, but printed at a professional printing 
firm. We also retired the little Bark character, despite 
protests from some. And cut it down to a more manageable 
four issues per year. We’re also on the parish website.

Regardless of the technical changes, the purpose and soul 
of The Bark remains as was originally intended – to bring 

the parish family closer together through communication 
and understanding. 

The Bark is a terrific record of our history. The milestones 
of the parish are recorded and the names of people who 
have made a difference are preserved. 

We’re grateful to those who have put a lot of effort into 
The Bark. In their articles, Jo and Julia mention those who 
helped in the first 10 years. It is also important to mention 
those who have or still do contribute articles regularly such 
as Michael Balk and Inez Mullen. John Vaux, who among his 
many roles behind the scenes in the parish, not only writes 
articles, but also oversees the printing of each issue of The 
Bark. To him we are deeply grateful.

We hope you continue to enjoy The Bark. Please support us 
by contributing articles and if possible, by advertising (which 
is very good value).

Dominic Alati
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THE BEGINNINGS OF 
THE BARK
By 1991 my involvement with Children’s Liturgy had ceased 
as my own children had moved onto High School. There 
was a period of time when I wondered where else I could 
become involved in the parish. As I was browsing through 
the Bulletin one Sunday night I came across a request from 
Barbara and Jim Walsh as to whether anyone would be 
interested in putting together a parish magazine. Being an 
English teacher this immediately caught my attention.

I rang Barbara and she explained that she and Jim had come 
from Beverly Hills Parish and had been involved in a successful 
publication there and wanted to institute one at Peakhurst.

At the same time Jamie Kellehear had just left school. His 
father Leo rang Barbara and offered Jamie’s talents as an 
artist; he was particularly interested in and very good at 
cartoon drawing. 

Another parishioner, Diane St Baker also contacted 
the Walshes; our first meeting was held in her home 
at Lugarno. At this initial gathering we discussed what 
form our magazine would take. What about a name? It 
was decided that we would run a competition to ask the 
parishioners for their suggestions. Anne-Marie Uzcilas won 
with her clever idea of The Bark.

Why The Bark? There were three reasons:

The ‘bark’ of a dog. This magazine could provide 
opportunity for parishioners to express any opinions or 
ideas for articles

A ‘bark’/barque – a small boat. This was a metaphor for the 
delivering of parish news and communicating with  
its members.

The ‘bark’ of the beautiful old gum trees which used to 
grace the side entrance of the church. 

Jamie’s creative imagination gave us the image of Bark; we 
used to laugh that originally he was just a ‘head’ but along 
the way he acquired legs and arms. In fact Bark became 
quite dear to us as each week Jamie would situate him to fit 
in with the theme for that month.

Our very first ‘cut and paste’ evening was at the home of 
Diane, who offered to do all the typing. Believe me this 
was exactly what it was – scissors and Perkins paste. We 
didn’t finish until well after midnight. Of course it was 
acknowledged that some fine tuning was needed. With the 
combined efforts of that little fledgling group this happened 
over time.

The next significant event in the history of The Bark was 
when Barbara and Jim decided to downsize from their home 
in Lugarno and move out of the parish. They asked me to 
take on the leadership of The Bark. I loved my involvement 
but thought it needed some restructuring.

This time I put an advertisement in the Bulletin and also 
rang around a number of people I thought might be 
interested in becoming involved. I was very gratified with 
the wonderful and enthusiastic response that I received. 

At this meeting I introduced my idea that it would be very 
efficient if different people could take on a particular article 
each month; they would ‘own’ this, give it a name and that 
would be their regular contribution. I also thought the idea 
of having ‘a different theme’ each month gave a focus.

The Bark evolved from this format. It was at this point that 
Julia Goff became involved and took The Bark into the 21st 
century with her IT expertise. 

We would like to thank all those other wonderful people 
who diligently committed their time and skills to The Bark 
for the next ten years. A copy a month from March until 
December each year.

Jo Fitzpatrick
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BARKING UP THE 
RIGHT TREE 
Once upon a time, in a land not too far away, there stood a 
small cottage next to a very big tree and a very big church. 
In that cottage, for a few nights each month, you could 
find two little old women. (Well, not THAT old and one was 
quite tall and very slim and the other provided a very nice 
contrast to the first!) However, they both loved to punctuate 
which is a passion not shared widely.

For those few nights each month, these women discussed 
words, pictures and ideas and finally, after much talk, 
thought, laughter and occasionally tears, they put it all into 
a magazine called The Bark.

They were not alone in their task as they had many helpers 
who dug deep into their own lives and time to share 
their joys and sadness and their interests (dare we say 
obsessions?) with the people of the big church.  

‘Darby and Joan’ shared the ups and downs of their family 
life, reflecting on the need for God’s presence in their lives.

The faithful girl reporter ‘Lois Lane’ diligently gathered news 
of parishioners old and new – births, deaths, marriage, 
travels and so on. Occasionally one ‘Jimmy Olsen, Cub 
Reporter’ also dipped pen into inkwell to share his insights.

‘Spade and Shovel’ reflected on her life and shared 
her experiences as a student and young teacher in a 
wonderfully chatty manner through ‘All Dug Up’. Her father, 
‘What if’ provided a regular wonderful, whimsical column on 
so many special themes. ‘By Jove’ (now there’s a hint!) kept 
us up-to-date with youth views.

David Payne’s ‘Liturgy Lines’ kept all informed on Church 
news – events, feast days and special celebrations, while 
Frank Golding’s reflections on his faith and Church doctrine 
gave much food for thought. ‘Chalkie’ gave us an educator’s 
viewpoint and Lorenn Ruster that of a university student.

‘Sandpit Tales’ was the voice of the Playtime parents and 
children. ‘Quattro Route Motore’ shared a knowledge for 
motoring. ‘Food Glorious Food’ celebrated the cooks in the 
parish. Len Dennett’s ‘Ya gotta laff’ helped them to do just 
that. ‘Life is a Golf Course’ gave ‘Jack’ a chance to share 
his fine obsession. ‘Frantina’s’ fascination with history was 
shared freely. ‘So we’re different’ provided a look at the 
differences in the genders. And so many more helped.

Through all the pages danced the spirit of ‘Bark’ – the little 
head with a massive personality who acquired arms and 
legs along the way. His creator, Jamie Kellehear, contributed 
both technical and creative skills to give the ‘little guy’ a 
real presence on the pages despite the demands of study 
and work and having a young man’s life.

And so the not-so-old ladies laboured away, first with 
scissors and glue and then with mouse and keyboard and 
screen; sometimes crossing the ‘Ts’ and dotting the ‘Is’ as 
well as providing thoughts: ‘Listen to your heart’, ‘Parenting 
outside the Square’, ‘Healing Therapies’, ‘Etiquette’,  
‘Speaking of which’, puzzles, jokes, back page notices…

Through it all, the truly wonderful Ruth of the Parish House 
provided support, advice and expertise, labouring long and 
hard to get The Bark into the big church on time.

Each month The Bark appeared (except January and 
February when the ladies rested!) and each month they 
thanked God for the wonderful experience of The Bark.

Then there came the time when we both felt that it was 
appropriate to hand the mantle over to someone else. 
Luckily for the parish the very competent and enthusiastic 
Dominic Alati took up the challenge and under his 
stewardship the The Bark has gone from strength to 
strength. It continues to be a valued source of information 
and a place for people to share their happenings and news.
We wish you all the best Dom and enjoy reading each edition. 

Julia Goff
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DID YOU KNOW
The ladies from Catholic Women’s League recently 
entertained a number of patrons from Our Lady of 
Consolation Home, Rooty Hill. This is an annual event 
and it is getting more popular with the patrons every 
year. This year we had thirty ladies, together with their 
carers and we commenced the day with morning tea, 
which was followed by the entertainment. This year we 
had the pleasure of Tony Girdler and his accompanist, 
Therese, who gave us a very pleasant morning with 
community singing, which Tony very ably led, and some 
very funny skits on different subjects. Next came the 
lunch, prepared by the CWL ladies – may I say that the 
proof of the pudding is in the eating – there were not 
many left-overs sent back to the kitchen. All in all it was 
a most gratifying day, seeing guests enjoying themselves 
– some of them joining Tony in the singing and dancing – 
taking home the beautiful camellias which were displayed 
on the tables and saying they would love to come back 
next year. Thank you to the ladies for their hard work in 
preparation and also to Tony Girdler for giving his time in 
such a generous way.

A sport that is not given much publicity in the media 
is Touch Football, but I am led to believe that it is an 
amateur sport and has a great number of followers. 
Recently, the World Championship of Touch was held in 
Edinburgh, Scotland and in the men′s and ladies′ teams 
representing Australia were Stephen Roberts, son of Sue 
and Brian, and Louise Winchester, daughter of Julie and 
Peter (ex-parishioners), and I am pleased to say that 
both the ladies’ and men’s teams won the Championship 
against teams from all over the world. Congratulations to 
Stephen and Louise and the rest of the team members. 

Needless to say both the families went to Scotland to 
cheer the teams on and after the Championships, while 
some came home, Sue and Brian, Cathie and Stephen 
toured Europe and the British Isles and had a great time. 
Welcome home and congratulations once again.

Fr Thu recently spent a very enjoyable three weeks in 
Vietnam to be at the ceremony of his sister’s Religious 
Professional Vow as a Benedictine Sister. 

The parish celebrated Father’s Day on Saturday evening 
3 September with a barbecue. Paul Moreton gave the 
parish barbecue a good work out, cooking up a storm. 
Many helpers got together to make the night a success 
and raise money, which will be going to a worthy cause.

The Lending A Hand Team led another successful trip to 
St Canice’s on Sunday 14 August 2011. They fed about 
200 homeless people with food made and donated by 
members of our parish. 

We have had some sad losses in our Parish over the 
last couple of months. Firstly, Jean Fitzpatrick passed 
away, aged 94! Jean was a regular at our Saturday night 
Masses and she always sat in the same seat with her 
daughter Therese.

Then, Laurie Wickham, aged 89, husband of Flora, who 
had been ill for a long time, passed away in Calvary.  
Both Laurie and Flora were very hard workers for  
St Vincent de Paul and he will be sadly missed. 

We were also saddened to hear of Fr John’s mother 
Clorine passing away. We know it was a difficult time for 
Fr John and our thoughts and prayers are with him.

To the families who have lost loved ones, we extend our 
deepest sympathy.

Inez Mullen

PLAYTIME
Playtime is happily operating three days per week. We 
are open on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, with 
vacancies only for the Wednesday group at this stage.

We run from 10am until midday and keep our little ones 
busy with craft and morning tea while our mums/carers 
enjoy a cuppa and a chat.

If you are interested in coming along please contact the 
co-ordinator Kerrie Rendina on 8004 2325. There will be 
more vacancies at the beginning of 2012, but be quick!

FRIENDSHIP GROUP
On 8 October, the group will celebrate our 23rd year – 
and still going strong. 

We have a full house in the meeting room each fortnight 
with 23 guests and 13 helpers. Five helpers generously 
supply sandwiches and three more supply biscuits, cakes 
and slices for morning tea and lunch.

Many thanks to the Catholic Women’s League who 
often give us their left-over cakes and slices from their 
functions to help support our group. 

Board games or cards are played with much laughter 
and chatting. Every six weeks bingo is played and the 
winners receive small prizes.

Our Christmas party will be held on 15 December  
with great entertainment for our guests and a small  
gift for everyone.

If interested, please ring me on 9153 5074.

Helen Cozzi
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GUESS 
WHO
Born and raised in 
Stanwell Park, this 
person spent her 
high school years 
at Oatley, attending 
Mary Immaculate 
College Sutherland. 
She moved to 
Lewisham to do 
nursing. 

It was on a cruise that she met the man she would later 
marry who lived in Muswellbrook. The couple married 
and lived in Muswellbrook for 24 years, raising three 
children there.

In 2000, the family moved to Oatley and chose Our 
Lady of Fatima, Peakhurst as their parish because it was 
friendly and welcoming. 

She has been involved in many parish activities, including 
Family Groups and St Vincent de Paul.

Answer page 15.

LITURGY LINES
The Liturgy Committee welcomes Christine Buckman to 
the team.

First Holy Communion was celebrated for the children on 
the weekend of Trinity Sunday, 18/19 June.

The Feast of the Body and Blood of Christ was celebrated 
on 25/26 June.

The Sundays in Ordinary Time commenced on 3 July and 
go through to 13 November.

National Vocations Awareness Week was held in the 
period 7-14 August.

National Day for Migrants and Refugees was celebrated 
on 28 August.

The Father′s Day Masses on 3/4 September were made 
special through the efforts of the Children’s Liturgy Team.

Fifty-six children were confirmed by Bishop Porteous on 
11 September. Our thanks to the Sacramental Team for 
their efforts in preparing the children.

The new Order of the Mass was introduced in the Parish 
on the weekend of 17/18 September. Special thanks to 
Dominic Alati for his items in the Bulletin on the changes 
in the lead up to their introduction.

Social Justice Sunday was held on 25 September. 
Respect Life Sunday and World Mission Day will be 
celebrated on 2 and 24 October respectively.

The Students Mass will be held in October and the 
Remembrance Mass in November.

All ministers, please check your roster each week for the 
times you are on. Readers and commentators, please  
use your Break Open the Word to prepare for your 
reading at Mass.

David Payne (for the Liturgy Committee)

Winchester, Lonnon & Klein  
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 

Corporate And Personal Taxation Specialists 

Peter J Winchester ACA 
Also offering Investment, Retirement, Insurance, Superannuation,  

Mortgage Elimination and Leasing Services with 
Professional Investment Services P/L 

ABN 11074608558 
FINANCIAL PLANNERS AFS Licence No 234951

Tom Ryan MAppFin BSc DipEd DipFinPlan CFP 
617-621 Forest Rd, Bexley NSW 2207. Ph: (02) 8567 6333 Fax: (02) 9587 1176
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MULLED WINE ANYONE?
What started out as an afterthought turned out to be 
a real winner! As the Lending A Hand Team sat down 
to work out our plans for the year, we encountered our 
first stumbling block of how we were to implement the 
evergreen Mother’s Day cake stall and raffle. This year, 
Easter fell at a time that would make having this popular 
function almost impossible. So the thinking caps went on 
and we came up with many concepts. Christmas in July, 
but it seems everyone does that. What about a “Yulefest 
Cake Stall and Raffle?” A great concept we thought! 

We had thought, “What could we do different for 5pm 
Mass?” We have morning tea for 9.15am. John Horan 
said, “What if we offered warm mulled wine,” and 
Sharryn Horan added, “and Christmas Cake,” and so an 
idea was born! John found the wine recipe and Sharryn, 
the Christmas Cakes, and for those of you who were at 
the 5pm Mass, you would agree it was a great success.  
Fr Thu was there and said, “I have never seen wine and 
cakes served after Mass. This is wonderful.”

On the weekend we chose to have the Yulefest Gala, at 
the 5pm Mass the cakes came in and were purchased 
even before Mass began. Somebody asked me recently 
how the concept works? I explained that people donate 
cakes or slices and then they buy somebody else’s cake 
back. And I added, “They often buy their own cake 
back.” Dumbfounded he said, “Why do they do that?” 
My answer was simple: “You have to live in the parish 
to understand the answer. They are the most wonderful 
and generous of heart people.” 

But wait there’s more. We sent out a call that there 
was a Yulefest theme and the response to this call was 
overwhelming. After Mass more cakes appeared and 
there wasn’t a cake remaining when we closed the 
church doors. At 8.30am the next morning a new crowd 
of people were there dropping off more cakes and again 
many of the cakes were gone before Mass had begun. 
However, more cakes kept coming through the course of 
the morning so there were tables upon tables of Yulefest 
goodies waiting to go on sale when parishioners came 
out from Mass. Within just 45 minutes we were sold out. 
A great result!

We were blessed with great weather. While Saturday 
night was brisk, we did have the warm mulled wine 
to ease the cool night air, but on Sunday morning 
we enjoyed beautiful, sunny and warm weather. The 
Welcoming Team spoilt us with freshly brewed coffee, 
cups of tea and Christmas cake.  

Another great result was our Yulefest Raffle. When 
the Team met to wrap all the prizes for the raffle we 
started out with 10 prizes. A few days later we had 15 
prizes much to the generosity of the Galluzzo and Briggs 
Families. We even received boxes of freshly cooked 
pizzas still warm from Di’s Oven at Padstow.

Again the generosity of the parish came to the fore when 
it came to buying raffle tickets. They were all hoping to 
win the beautiful Christmas Cake that Leah Vaux had 
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On behalf of the Lending A Hand Team, we thank all 
those who contributed to making the Yulefest Gala the 
outstanding success that it was. $2290 was raised and 
will go towards helping Our Lady of the Southern Cross 
Augustine Heights, Queensland recover from the floods 
earlier this year. You will be hearing more from Lending  
A Hand about this parish over the coming 12 months. 

I would like to thank the team with whom I work on 
Lending A Hand, and they are Tony Thorpe, Julia Goff, 
Anne Hurst, Jan Dawkins and John & Sharryn Horan. 

May God Bless them for all of their efforts and May God 
Bless you for all of your wonderful support.

John Vaux … on behalf of the Lending A Hand Team

Yulefest prize winners 
1st: Denise Orazi           10th: David Payne 
2nd: Paul                      11th: Ron Wallace 
3rd: Craig Moran            12th: John Oxley 
4th: Kerry Atkins            13th: George D’Souza 
5th: Colleen Walton        14th: Finn 
6th: John Puckeridge      1st Bonus: N. Matkato 
7th: Kennedy Family       2nd Bonus: Therese Garaty 
8th: Judy Moon              3rd Bonus: Helen Geary 
9th: Mary                      Guessing Comp: Rachael Allison

made and decorated but I have to say we had a great 
array of prizes. The list of the prize winners were in the 
Bulletin the week after but they are listed again at the 
bottom of this article. The Guessing Competition was 
well received by our younger parishioners whose guesses 
amounted to raising over $30. Rachael Allison guessed 
the correct amount and was over the moon with her win. 

A great crowd milled around until the last prize was 
drawn by Fr Thu, who enjoyed the fun and excitement 
of the day. Great camaraderie existed on Saturday night 
and Sunday morning – it was downright infectious!

Botanica Spa is an AVEDA exclusive beauty spa that sees beauty 
as a craft, not a product result.
Aveda beauty professionals are unique in the industry for their 
pursuit of a higher art: helping make their clients not only look 
beautiful, but feel beautiful.
This selfless quest to bring out the beauty in their clients through 
genuine care, differs from beauty industry norms.
All products used at Botanica Spa are natural and created by 
nature. Said simply, Beauty is as Beauty Does.
Michaela and Marissa would love to welcome you to Botanica Spa 
and offer you a special 20% discount on your first treatment.  
(*Not valid for product purchases).

Or simply drop by and visit while enjoying a complimentary 
Aveda Comforting Tea, caffeine-free and 100% organic.

Facials - Makeup - Waxing

Spa Treatments - Massage

Air Brush Tanning - Paraffin

Treatments - Pedicure Spa

Eyelash & Eyebrow Tinting

Manicure - Oxygen Treatment

SHOP 2 /66  LORR AINE STREET    PHONE 9584 3266
PE AKHURST 2210                                 www.botanicaspa.com.au

SPECIALReceive 20% off your first treatment*
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WYD MADRID 2011
About a month ago, Jovina Graham and I returned from 
World Youth Day 2011 in Madrid. A week was spent prior 
to the religious festivities of Madrid in Israel and Jordan 
with the Shores of Galilee Sydney Archdiocese group. 
I have tried to edit the incredible journey into a few 
paragraphs but if prompted, could talk for hours on end 
about any single one of these days. 

On 6 August, Syd04 (The Shores of Galilee group) jetted 
off towards Jordan. Our first stop was Mt Nebo, the place 
where Moses first looked out onto the Promised Land. 
All pilgrims looked in awe for a while, realising just how 
much perseverance it would have taken for Moses to get 
everyone there. We celebrated Mass in a little church on 
the summit. For those who hadn’t realised that this was 
a spiritual pilgrimage and not a holiday, they knew after 
that day. 

Day Three saw us at the River Jordan. We celebrated 
Mass on the riverside and were sprinkled with water from 
the river. Then we went to the Dead Sea, where it is 
impossible not to float due to the density of the water. 

Day Four started off with the crossing of the border 
over into Israel. Then onto the Mount of the Beatitudes, 
where Jesus preached to the masses things such as 
“Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth.” 
It really was the most beautiful place and sadly we only 
got to spend an hour there. Then we were rushed off 
to Mt Tabor where Jesus’ divinity shone forth in the 
Transfiguration. This was by far my favourite place on 
the entire pilgrimage! After that we went to Cana, the 
place of Jesus’ first miracle at the wedding and saw one 
of the vessels they believed held the wine that Jesus had 
turned from water.

Day Five started off bright and early at Capernaum 
where we visited the ruins of St Peter’s house. The 
remainder of the day was spent on three boats rafted 
together for a big Mass on the Sea of Galilee. Cardinal 
Pell was there along with many other priests and famous 
Aussie singer Gary Pinto. After the Mass we had dancing 
and music, they even had an Israeli band there to play 
more traditional celebratory songs. It was the most 
spiritual time for all pilgrims, with all agreeing that it was 
definitely the highlight so far. 

On Day Six we headed off to the Church of the 
Annunciation. This was time for pilgrims to reflect on 
their called journeys and to remember to trust in God 
just like Mary did. The girls of the group discussed what 
it was to be a woman of faith and how to be more like 
Mary. While just a little further in the Basilica the group 
visited St Joseph’s house, which had a church built on 

top of it. The guys of 
the group reflected on 
how to be a faithful 
man of Christ and how 
to be more like Joseph 
who tirelessly worked 
to protect the holy 
family his whole life. 
This is a must to go to 
if ever going to Israel 
and was definitely a 
highlight. We packed 
up from our Galilee 
lodgings and moved 
on to Nazareth.

Day Seven had us 
at Mt Carmel, the place where the Carmelite order was 
founded and where Our Lady presented the scapula to 
the order. We all got scapulas to commemorate the visit. 
Then on to Caesarea, the once Roman capital of Israel. 

Day Eight started at the Shepherds Fields where the 
angels appeared to the shepherds on the night of Jesus’ 
birth. Keeping with the Christmas theme, we then went 
to the Church of the Nativity and saw the exact spot 
where Jesus was born. Our last stop of the day was the 
Garden of Gethsemane. We saw the rock that Jesus 
wept on and had the most amazing one-hour adoration 
in the Church near the garden. All pilgrims were of the 
opinion that this was definitely the most hard-hitting and 
emotional site visited. 

On Day Nine we went to St Anne’s church to 
commemorate the nativity of Mary. We visited Cenacle, 
the place of the Last Supper. Then onto the Via Dolorosa, 
or Way of the Cross, we followed in Jesus’ every step 
towards his crucifixion. Ending at the Holy Sepulchre, a 
huge church built around the place of crucifixion. You 
couldn’t look any way without seeing a number of people 
bawling their eyes out and it really made me realise the 
ultimate Sacrifice of Jesus. 
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Day 10 started bright and early at 4:30am for a plane 
trip to Madrid. We settled in and prepared for Day 11, 
the day of the opening mass. There were hundreds of 
thousands there so the Sydney group sat around 200 
metres away from the Mass. The next couple of days 
were spent attending catechesis and special talks all 
over Madrid, meeting the catholic youth of the world and 
trying to fit in a little site-seeing when we could. 

Day 15 was the day of the Saturday Vigil and big pilgrim 
sleep out. We travelled for kilometres on foot to reach 
the empty airfield. Sadly my group didn’t get into the 
main area and were put into a further out area with no 
view of the Pope but within proximity to many large 
screens. The vigil was very moving with inspirational 
words from the Holy Father. However the vigil was 
interrupted by rain which 1.5 million pilgrims had to 
endure, most without rain gear, my group being one of 
them. So we decided to embrace the rain and dance 
around in it. Eventually it subsided and the Pope thanked 
us for our patience. We settled in for the night in our 
sleeping bags and woke to a glorious sunny dry morning. 

Day 16 had the morning Mass with Benedict XVI and he 
blessed each and every one of us. He thanked us for 
World Youth Day and announced that Rio would host it in 
2013. The Brazilian pilgrims were excited and would not 
stop dancing and cheering for the next couple of hours. 
We got home, packed and boarded our plane home and 
touched back down on Australian soil. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the parish 
from the absolute bottom of my heart for the support 
and generous attitudes towards me. Without you it 
wouldn’t be possible for me to have experienced all that I 
did. I would not have traded this pilgrimage for anything 
and I feel like I’ve learnt so much about being a strong 
and religious young adult, and about how united the 
youth of the world is through Christ. 

God bless and thank you. 

Victoria Costello

LIGHTNING RIDGE
Many parishioners will remember when our Lending A 
Hand Team (on behalf of Our Lady of Fatima, Peakhurst) 
donated $5000 to our country cousin parish, Our Lady of 
Fatima, Lightning Ridge. These funds were to go toward 
the building of their new church (or more to the point in 
our case), their altar. 

One of our parishioners, Mary Atkinson, is in constant 
contact with one of their parishioners, Catherine, and 
between the two of them they fill in the gaps that keep 
us informed. 

In an earlier edition of The Bark we saw through  
pictures that the church has been built. Now, all the 
painting has been finished with the plumbing awaiting 
inspection, which we presume has now been passed. 

To their credit, the parish is trying to complete the 
church without incurring any more debt and this of 
course is a long process.

However, it seems to be coming to fruition quickly and 
they will be commencing on the altar soon.

We, their city cousin, look forward to hearing when 
the new church will be opened and this of course will 
provide us with a great opportunity to visit the church at 
Lightning Ridge.

John Vaux on behalf of the Lending A Hand Team

Looking to Buy?
Looking to Sell?
Looking to Rent?

Contact the team at LJ Hooker

LJ Hooker Mortdale 
11A Morts Rd, Mortdale 

P: (02) 9570 4488   F: (02) 9570 8080

LJ Hooker Riverwood 
164 Belmore Rd, Riverwood 

P: (02) 9533 1111   F: (02) 9533 9533

Visit www.ljhooker.com.au
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TONY THORPE…  
AN UNSUNG HERO OF 
OUR PARISH
It was in 1988 when I first met Tony Thorpe (little did 
he know what I had in store for him!) when he, with his 
wife Dawn and children Michael and Julie returned from a 
period of time working in the states.

Our parish was in the midst of becoming a parish with 
a non-resident Parish Priest and it was an exciting time 
with loads of challenges being thrown at us. Among 
other things, my wife Maria and I were trying to start 
a youth group up for our daughter Leah. It just so 
happened that Tony’s son Michael was in the same year 
as Leah and so it seemed only natural that I should invite 
Tony to become involved. To cut a long story short the 
youth group commenced through the support of many 
parents but it was not as great as we would have liked. I 
believe the reason for this was because we did not start 
with a strong base.

However big things do come from small beginnings …

Maria and Maria Maher came up with a concept that the 
parish kept up for many years to follow. They used the 
‘Confirmation Group of 1989’ as a base for a starting 
platform. Once the Sacrament of Confirmation had been 
completed, the kids were invited back to a social and 
thus ‘The 89ers’ was born.  

As it turned out Tony had Julie and I had Andrew in ‘The 
89ers’, so we had similar interests again. Along came 
John Buckley with his son David and we combined the 
original youth group with ‘The 89ers’. Tony, John and I 
formed the core parent group but we realised that we 
needed a woman’s influence so Yvonne Devlin joined the 
core group as well. Mind you, we had a terrific parent 
group who supported everything we planned. This is a 
friendship that Tony, John and I along with our wives 
have enjoyed for the past 22 years.

Tony enjoyed Parish Life and he didn’t need any arm-
twisting to become a reader, commentator, Eucharistic 
minister and welcomer within our Sunday Liturgies. With 
his accountancy background, our parish was blessed to 
have him on the Finance Committee, soon becoming the 
Finance Chairman. 

Tony then felt it was time for him to take on a role on 
the Leadership Team and because of this he needed to 
relinquish his post as Finance Chairman, however he still 
stayed on the Finance Committee.

Some years ago while I was on the Leadership Team 
it was decided at an Annual General Meeting that 

the Parish would take a percentage from our Second 
Collection and support an outreach ministry, now known 
as ‘Lending A Hand’. A Team was formed and I invited 
Tony to chair it, which he willingly accepted. Now, it 
may seem a simple task to give money away but let me 
assure you that it isn’t when you want to make the right 
choice for the right cause as well as feeling accountable 
to the Parish for every cent given. There is another 
aspect of our Lending A Hand ministry and that was to 
involve the Parish as much as we could. A good example 
of this is our regular visits to St Canice’s and our popular 
cake stall and raffle.

Tony has had a constant input into our Parish, much of it 
being completed behind the scenes and I believe this is 
where he is happiest. 

We have enjoyed some very heavy banter, for and 
against, over the years but at the end of the day we have 
always remained good friends. It is a fact that Tony gives 
unconditionally. If there is a job to be done, you can 
count on Tony to put his hand up. I cannot tell you the 
number of working bees he has been on, both here at 
the church and at the schools his children have attended. 
Penshurst Marist College had a very successful Art & 
Craft Show and I know he was heavily involved in that 
for many years.

Tony is a man of practical faith, he lives his beliefs and 
with his commonsense approach he is able to support 
Our Lady of Fatima, Peakhurst in any arena.

Thank you Tony for the many things that you do –  
it is greatly appreciated!

John Vaux
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COMMUNION
First Holy Communion was celebrated at our parish on  
18 and 19 June. A total of 61 children made their First 
Holy Communion, which was celebrated across three 
Masses, each with a huge attendance. Congratulations to 
the children and families.

A huge thank you belongs to the Sacramental Team 
who do a fantastic job across all three sacraments. 
This group of dedicated people volunteer their time to 
ensure our children are prepared for their special day 
in the sacraments of Communion, Confirmation and 
Reconciliation. 

The group is: Tosca Galluzzo; Kate Lee; Maryanne 
Malone; Evelyn Graham; Maureen Hyland and  
Therese Harrison.

CONFIRMATION
On 11 September, 56 children from the parish were 
Confirmed by Bishop Julian Porteous before a huge 
congregation at Our Lady of Fatima. Both Fr John and  
Fr Thu helped Bishop Julian during the service.

The Sacramental Team again did a wonderful job in 
preparing the children for their Confirmation. 

A highlight of the preparation was the Spirituality Day 
with games and pizza. Jovina Graham came along and 
provided some of her endless energy to the day.

During the preparation, the children were encouraged 
to bring food items as a way of understanding the 
needs of others in the community. Over the course of 
the preparation weeks, three baskets full of food were 
collected and given to the St Vincent de Paul team.  
Tosca Galluzzo from the Sacramental Team said,  

“It was an incredible 
amount and response  
from these children and 
their families.”

Teachers from St Joseph’s 
Riverwood attended the 
Confirmation service, as 
did some of the Parish’s 
Catechists who teach  
many of the children at our local state schools.

The Youth Group did an outstanding job as musicians 
for the day. This group, made up of the Taylor boys and 
other talented young musicians and singers, seem to get 
better with every performance and gave the service a 
wonderful uplifting atmosphere.

NEW MISSAL WORDS
The words of the  
new translation of  
the Missal were 
introduced at our 
Masses on the 
weekend of 17/18 
September. 

Fr Thu was the  
priest on duty at 
Peakhurst on the 
weekend of the first 
Masses. Most of the 
changes of the new 
Missal apply to  
the priest’s parts  
and Fr Thu did a  
great job employing 
the new words.

Most Masses went fairly smoothly, helped by the pew 
cards and the words to the longer prayers on the screen 
at the front of church. Some of the shorter responses 
will obviously take some time getting used to. By all 
accounts, other parishes have taken some time adjusting 
to the new words, which is understandable given that  
we have been saying the same Mass words for almost  
40 years.

Behind the scenes, the Liturgy Group has been working 
with Fr John and Fr Thu to make the transition to the 
new words as smooth as possible.

Advertise your business in The Bark
It’s good value. Supply your own ad or we can do it for you.
Contact Dominic Alati   domalati@hotmail.com   Ph 0402 131 072

Right: Tess Alati  

celebrates her 

Confirmation
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SOCIAL JUSTICE – 
LENDING A HAND
Sunday 25 September was Social Justice Sunday and 
at Masses that weekend the Lending A Hand Team 
members provided a short presentation on the activities 
of Lending A Hand. This is but one of ministries involved 
in social justice at Our Lady of Fatima. According to 
Wikipedia, the term and modern concept of ‘social 
justice’ was coined by the Jesuit Luigi Taparelli in 1840. 
It is a part of Catholic social teaching, Social Gospel from 
Episcopalians. Social justice is incorporated in the Parish 
Mission Statement of “Actively demonstrating Christ to 
the wider community.” The following gives some further 
details of the history, activities and objectives of the 
Lending A Hand Ministry at Our Lady of Fatima.

The Lending A Hand Ministry was initiated by the 
Leadership Team in 2004 with the purpose of addressing 
one of the aims of the Parish mission statement; to 
reach out to others in the community. Ten per cent of 
the annual envelope collections was agreed to be set 
aside to fund this objective. The first meeting was held in 
March 2004. 

No doubt people would find it difficult to understand, 
but the task of giving away funds is not as simple as 
you might think. Spending money that isn’t yours brings 
with it significant responsibility. The objective is to 
achieve the maximum effect for the funds available and 
to identify causes where it is most needed. Given these 
issues it was decided very early in the piece to develop 
guidelines in order to assist in the process and to ensure 
consistency. Examples of these guidelines are that the 
aim is: 
• To provide funds for purposes which generate ongoing 
benefits rather than a one-off benefit. 
• To be objective rather than push a favoured issue of 
our own. 
• Where possible to distribute the funds each year 
between local and overseas projects. 

• To be a conduit where possible between the beneficiary 
and others who could assist. 
• To not limit our involvement to just providing monetary 
assistance but to look for opportunities to assist through 
the giving of time etc. 
• To ensure that we get feedback from those who we 
assist so that the Parish is kept informed of how its funds 
are being used.

Where we assist 
The assistance provided by Our Lady of Fatima, 
Peakhurst via the funds made available from the Parish 
to the Lending A Hand Ministry over the years, includes: 
• Purchase of a water tank and funding a roof for a 
building providing run-off for the tank for people of 
Kiribati. Kiribati (pronounced Kirabis), formerly the Gilbert 
Islands, is a small Pacific Island nation which sits on a 
coral atoll barely above sea level and as a result  
has a shortage of fresh water. This was to assist an 
elderly Australian priest, Fr Yelds, serving a community 
which includes 18 villages spread over a large area. 
• Support of Denis, a young Ugandan man, to train as a 
Clinical Officer in Uganda. These skills will enable him to 
return to his community and improve health care in that 
area through the treatment of tropical diseases, which 
afflict many in that part of the world. This is an ongoing 
commitment for a number of years and so some  
funds have been set aside to pay the yearly cost  
of Denis’s education.  
• Purchase of palliative care mattresses to prevent and 
relieve pressure sores in cancer care centres in New 
South Wales country hospitals and Calvary hospital. A 
need was identified in the country areas particularly as at 
that time the country areas were in drought. 
• Purchase of wheelchairs for Peakhurst Nursing Home. 
This is a local nursing home run by the Sisters of China, 
one of whom regularly attends 9:15 Mass at Peakhurst. 
We especially welcomed the opportunity to provide 
assistance so close to home. 
• Providing computers for seminarians in Philippines 
where Fr Manuel (Assistant Priest at OLF at the time) had 
taught prior to coming to Australia. 
• Donation to Youth Off The Streets, Griffith NSW – for 
purchase of car seats, high chairs and toys for the Young 
Mothers’ program.  
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• Contributing funds to assist in building a Catholic 
church in Lightning Ridge. This is a small outback 
community that had an old small church, which could not 
accommodate the number of people, particularly during 
the tourist season.  
• Donation to Riverwood Community Centre for the 
purchase of an industrial stove.  
• Purchase of shade sails for the community pool in 
Barmedman, a community that at the time was suffering 
from drought and had to some degree lost its identity by 
much of the business activity moving to larger regional 
towns. This pool is rather unique in that it is a mineral 
pool that has its origins in the flooding of gold mines by 
an underground stream. The pool provides a focal point 
for all of the town’s social activities.

Fund-raising through social events 
Separate fund-raising activities, which were also great 
social events involving parishioners included: 
• Mother’s Day Cake Stall which has been run over the 
past few years. This event is magnificently supported by 
parishioners who supply and buy cakes before and after 
each of the Masses. This, combined with a raffle, is a fun 
event that involves the whole parish. 
• Father’s Day sausage sizzle and Games evening 
conducted in 2010 was a great community event 
involving in particular younger fathers and their children. 
This was conducted after the Saturday night Mass, which 
included the Children’s Liturgy doing a special Father’s 
Day presentation. 
• Yulefest drinks, cake stall and raffles held this year 
for the first time. At the Saturday night Mass mulled 
wine was provided for parishioners with fruit cake as a 
‘Yulefest′ celebration, with the raffle being drawn after 
the Sunday morning Mass. Fr Thu, then newly arrived, 
drew the winning tickets and seemed to have a great 
time (see story page 6). 

• Thong-a-thong where we invited parishioners to 
donate new thongs which were sent to Kiribati. Again 
parishioners responded fantastically and there was an 
enormous pile of thongs accumulated at the back of 
the church. The biggest challenge was in getting these 
transported to and through Kiribati customs. Fortunately, 
one of our members had the right contacts and so they 
were finally delivered.

These activities provided additional funds to those from 
the Parish and from these we were able to provide:  
• Purchase of medical supplies for the people of Kiribati. 
• Fund-raising for Matthew Talbot Hostel that provided 
a ‘Men’s Workshop’, which ran for 12 weeks aimed at 
fathers who are separated from their children. Brett 
Macklin reported back that this course was a great 
success thanking the Parish for our assistance. 
• Donation of $3000 towards funds for school uniforms 
and outdoor furniture and refurbishment to Marian Villa, 
Arncliffe (a refuge for women and children). 
• Donation of medical equipment to Sogod Hospital in 
the Philippines. We were able to add to the contribution 
provided by the Galluzzo family in providing much 
needed assistance to this community.

We have had fantastic support from many people and 
the Parish at large, but we would particularly like to thank 
Tony and Rose Galluzzo and family who have assisted 
with prizes in every raffle we have conducted. Also to 
Carolyn Ryan who provided the magnificent cakes that 
were the first prizes for the Mother’s Day raffle up until 
her passing last year, and Leah Vaux who kindly provided 
a wonderful cake for the Yulefest raffle this year.

Other non-financial assistance includes: 
• Providing lunch at St Canice’s in February and August 
each year – a whole of parish activity. 
• Facilitating entertainment and refreshments 
at Peakhurst Nursing Home prior to Christmas. 
Entertainment was provided by our wonderful choir.

Since its initiation in 2004 at least $50,000 has been 
provided to various worthwhile causes as a result of 
the activities of Lending A Hand. This has been possible 
due the generosity of the parishioners in both providing 
the funds and through the involvement of the parish 
generally in the activities that raise funds or in the 
provision of parishioner′s time.

Other ministries in the Parish are similarly involved in 
social justice activities and acting out our mission of 
‘Actively demonstrating Christ to the wider community’ in 
their own special way. These include St Vincent de Paul, 
Catholic Women’s League and Friendship Group.

Tony Thorpe for the Lending A Hand Team

Pictured: Far left at bottom, the team at St Canice's;  

Top left, Thong-A-Thon; Above, Denis, the student from Uganda.
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FROM THE  
LEADERSHIP DESK
This year has been an eventful one. Firstly we had the 
continuing upgrade and refinement of the Parish website, 
along with the ongoing training of key committee users 
in an attempt to have individual committees updating 
their own menu items. As with any website, continual 
refinement is crucial.

As part of our Outreach program, we were to conduct 
with Fr Charles Rue a seminar series on evangelisation as 
a formation experience. Unfortunately we were not able 
to get the required numbers.

In April, Fr Van celebrated his last Mass at Peakhurst on 
Easter Monday (Anzac Day) and we all wished him the 
very best in his new role as Administrator at Campsie. 
We welcomed Fr Thu to the parish.

A chocolate drive for Victoria Costello to attend World 
Youth Day in Spain raised $1,320. CCD (Confraternity 
of Christian Doctrine) donated $2,000. The Finance 
Committee donated $1,000. Further donations raised the 
amount to $5,600. Jovina Graham accompanied Victoria 
on the journey. Victoria gave a great talk at the 5pm 
Mass on 10 September accompanied by a PowerPoint 
presentation describing their pilgrimage.

June saw the church’s sound system upgraded with the 
addition of two new speakers located at the centre of the 
church and a new cordless microphone.

The ongoing maintenance around the Parish buildings 
and grounds is a demanding and expensive one. Paul 
Moreton has been central in this area, organising the 
new Parish House kitchen, identifying problems and 
organising quotes and ensuring quality control with 
respect to work done by tradesmen. 

A decision to remove overgrown trees and foliage was 
not welcomed by some. Parishioner safety and pipe 
(sewerage and storm water) damage were the main 
factors and it was clear that a more uniform planting 
layout was required. 

Many more repairs are on the horizon, for example 
additional carpark lighting, asphalt repairs and painting 
of buildings. We still have the challenge of the illegal 
dumping of chip on the grassed area and how to 
implement the closing of the Isaac Street gates.

It was decided that the new Order of Mass would be 
implemented in the parish from 17/18 September, 
which would occur after the Sacraments of First Holy 
Communion and Confirmation.

The Leadership Team

ARTICLES FOR THE BARK
Relevant contributions for The Bark are welcome. All 
articles should have a spiritual relevance to our church. 
Preference is for articles and pictures to be emailed to: 
domalati@hotmail.com Otherwise, leave at the Parish 
house with your name and contact details. Articles left 
anonymously will not be accepted. 

We prefer articles you have written yourself, and they 
will receive priority. Reprinting articles from other 
publications and the internet is a breach of copyright 
and cannot be used unless you have received approval. 
Likewise, articles in The Bark are not to be used 
elsewhere without permission from the editor or author.

Articles should be no more than 300 words. Pictures 
help your article and make it more likely to be read. We 
encourage you to send articles and/or pictures of events 
directly related to our parish, or key events in the lives of 
our parishioners. 

Articles are published and edited at the editor’s discretion 
and no guarantee can be given that an article will appear. 

Opinions on church issues are welcome. Opinions 
expressed in articles are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of The Bark, Our Lady of Fatima, 
Peakhurst or the Catholic Church. 

Please support our advertisers without whose generous 
support The Bark would not be printed.

• Clinic Sister • Chemist Club  
Free Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Testing

REVLON • L’OREAL • DARRELL LEA • CALVIN KLEIN

Shop 11-14, 247 Belmore Road  
Riverwood South

Ph: 9534 2000 Fax: 9533 3096

GALLUZZO’S  
RIVERWOOD  

PLAZA PHARMACY
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FUNNIES
One Sunday, a minister noticed little Alex standing in the 
foyer of the church staring up at a large plaque. It was 
covered with names. The six-year-old had been staring 
at the plaque for some time, so the minister said quietly, 
“Good morning Alex.” “Good morning,”  he replied, 
still focused on the plaque. “Pastor, what is this?” The 
minister said, “Well son, it′s a memorial to all the young 
men and women who died in the service.” 

Soberly, they just stood together, staring at the large 
plaque. Finally, little Alex′s voice, barely audible and 
trembling with fear asked, “Which service, the 9.15 or 
the 6pm?”

A man walks into a monastery and says to the abbot,  
“I want to be monk.” 

The abbot replies “Great! But you realise we are not 
allowed to talk except every ten years.” 

The man replies “Fine.” 

Ten years go by and the man goes into the abbot’s 
office. The abbot asks, “Well, my son what have you  
to say?” 

The man replies, “Bed’s hard.” 

Another ten years go by and the man goes into the 
abbot’s office and says, “Food stinks!” 

Another ten years goes by and the man goes into the 
abbot’s office and says, “Water’s cold. I quit!” 

And the abbot replies, “Figures! You’ve been complaining 
ever since you got here!”

A big, burly man visited the pastor′s home and asked 
to see the minister′s wife, a woman well known for her 
charitable impulses.

“Madam,” he said in a broken voice, “I wish to draw your 
attention to the terrible plight of a poor family in this 
district. The father is dead, the mother is too ill to work, 
and the nine children are starving. They are about to be 
turned into the cold, empty streets unless someone pays 
their rent, which amounts to $400.”

“How terrible!” exclaimed the preacher's wife. “May I ask 
who you are?”

The sympathetic visitor applied his handkerchief to his 
eyes. “I′m the landlord,” he sobbed.

Fred was driving down the street in a sweat because he 
had an important meeting and couldn′t find a parking 
place. Looking up to heaven he said, “Lord, take pity on 
me. If you find me a parking place I will go to Mass every 
Sunday for the rest of my life and give up the drink!” 

Miraculously, a parking space appeared.

Fred looked up again and said, “Never mind, I found one.”

Paddy was in New York. He was patiently waiting and 
watching the traffic cop on a busy street crossing. The 
cop stopped the flow of traffic and shouted, “Okay, 
pedestrians.” Then he′d allow the traffic to pass.

He′d done this several times, and Paddy still stood on  
the sidewalk.

After the cop had shouted, “Pedestrians!” for the tenth 
time, Paddy went over to him and said, “Isn′t about time 
you let the Catholics cross?”

The 98-year-old Mother Superior was dying. The nuns 
gathered around her bed trying to make her last journey 
comfortable. They gave her some warm milk to drink but 
she refused. Then one of the nuns took the glass back to 
the kitchen. Remembering a bottle of whiskey received 
as a gift the previous Christmas, she opened and poured 
a generous amount into the warm milk. Back at Mother 
Superior′s bed, she held the glass to her lips. Mother 
drank a little, then a little more and before they knew 
it, she had drunk the whole glass down to the last drop. 
“Mother,” the nuns asked with earnest, “please give us 
some wisdom before you die.”

She raised herself up in bed and with a pious look on her 
face said, “Don′t sell that cow.”Advertise your business in The Bark

It’s good value. Supply your own ad or we can do it for you.
Contact Dominic Alati   domalati@hotmail.com   Ph 0402 131 072  Guess Who answer: Clare Day
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CATHOLIC CHURCH PEAKHURST 
PARISH OF OUR LADY OF FATIMA

825 FOREST ROAD PEAKHURST 2210 

Priest (non-resident) Parish Priest: Fr John Crothers Assistant: Fr Thu Nguyen 
Parish Secretary: Ruth Meagher – PH: 9533 2594 – Fax: 9533 5908

Email: olfpeakhurst@atu.com.au – Web: www.ourladyoffatima.com.au

 

LITURGIES 
Saturday Vigil: 5pm Sunday: 9:15am and 6pm. Wednesday and Friday: 9:30am Mass followed by Rosary.

SACRAMENTAL SCHEDULE 
Baptism: 10:30am 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Contact Parish House for details. 
Marriage: Six months notice required. Contact Parish House for details. 
Anointing: Any time day 9533 2594 or night 9580 1310. 
Reconciliation: Saturday 4:30pm.
 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Charles Centorrino (Chair), Garry McSweeney, Deb Cummins, Richard Allison, Fran Harvey, John Benfield. 

THE BARK 
Dominic Alati 0402 131 072   domalati@hotmail.com
Thanks to the following people who help produce The Bark: The Artwork Team, John Vaux, Ruth Meagher, Fr John,  
Fr Thu, the Leadership Team, everyone who contributes articles, the advertisers and supporters.


