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FROM A SMALL IDEA…
After lengthy planning and negotiations, our first 
Night Street Markets took place in the carpark of 
the church on Friday 27 March 2015.

There had been a lot of parish involvement in 
delivering flyers and spreading the word, by the 
traditional word of mouth as well as by Facebook. 
However, the Leadership Team nervously waited 
with anticipation to see if this idea was something 
that the community would embrace.

I think it is safe to say that we were all amazed by 
the way the community responded to the markets. 
Even before 5 o’clock a stream of people could be 
seen descending Forest Road from Lugarno. Cars 
were coming from every direction. At one stage we 
were told that the traffic was banked back to the 
BP at Mortdale.

The carpark was transformed into a bustling 
marketplace filled with delicious smells, laughter 
and lots of chatter. Old friends caught up, kids 
played and nearly everyone asked, “When is this 
happening again?”

The organisers of Ramsgate Organic Foodies Market 
were a breeze to work with and were extremely 
supportive of any ideas that we had to help boost 
the funds that the parish was able to make from 
the night. They too were thrilled with the turnout.

As the sun set and the twinkling lights and soft 
jazz music helped create the atmosphere, the only 
problem what was to eat. Choices included Spanish 
Paella, Greek souvlaki, Vietnamese Pho, Chinese 
pork buns, French crepes, Italian gelato…. and the 
list goes on.

Due to the overwhelming crowds some of the lines 
were long and the wait for food was a bit longer 
than we would have liked but overall everyone 
seemed in good spirits. 

The stall holders were very happy with the night 
and most of them sold out of food by 9pm. One 
stall holder told me that although he was thrilled 

Story continued on next page... 
Pictured above: Emma Williams and Bob Barisic (holding 
his daughter) of the Leadership Team with Krissy Spanos 
from the Ramsgate Foodies Markets.
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with this result, he was exhausted but had to go 
home and start cooking for the Ramsgate markets 
the morning after!

The Leadership Team also held raffles for prizes 
won during the night. One of the prizes, a huge 
Easter gift basket, is pictured below.

We’re pleased that the Markets are due to be held 
again on Friday 24 April. 

All that is left to do now is sit down and negotiate 
with the organisers and see if we can make the 
Organic and/or the Night Markets a regular event 
at Peakhurst. Rest assured the Leadership Team is 
working hard to make this happen.

Emma Williams for the Leadership Team

THANKS LYNELLE
No doubt you are aware that our Parish Secretary 
of the last three years, Lynelle Lembryk (pictued 
below with Fr John), has left... although is still 
helping in an administrative role. We thank Lynelle 
for her tireless work over the past three years 
and wish her well in her new and exciting role at 
Catholic headquarters in the Polding Centre.

Ruth Bargarey has stepped back into the role of 
Parish Secretary. Ruth had been Parish Secretary 
for 23 years, so we know she returns with plenty  
of experience!

AND THANKS ANNETTE
Annette Bailey left the parish recently, moving 
back to Tasmania where her husband has been 
transferred for work. 

Annette has been a regular organist for 12 years at 
the Our Lady of Fatima.

The choir members surprised Annette with a night 
out to thank her for being an integral member of 
the choir for so long.

As a parting gesture, Annette played the Our 
Father at her last Mass, which she often said she 
would do as a long-running joke between her and 
Fr John.

We wish Annette all the best in the next chapter of 
her life.

MOTHER’S DAY CAKE 
STALL WITH SPECIAL 
GUEST MAMA LANA

This year, for the much-loved and wonderfully 
supported Mother’s Day cake stall, the Lending A 
Hand Team has decided to support Mama Lana’s 
Community Foundation.

We will be holding a cake stall and selling raffle 
tickets at the Saturday evening Mass on 9 May. The 
next day, Mother’s Day, after 9.15am Mass, we’ll 
have a special morning tea and draw our raffle.

We feel very lucky to have Mama Lana herself 
(pictured above) coming along to the 9.15am Mass 
and being there to draw the raffle for us.

Mama Lana’s Community Foundation is a not-for-
profit organisation that provides assistance to the 
homeless and underprivileged people in the Penrith 
area and to advance their wellbeing and prospects 
for future independence.

They believe in kindness with no strings.

Mama Lana’s Community Foundation provides hot 
meals, care packs, food hampers and manages 
local emergency/crisis calls for individuals and 

families in need. They also assist patrons in finding 
any organisations, government agencies etc whose 
services they may require. They have recently 
been inundated with crisis calls and have expanded 
their service to assist people with their needs. 
Mama Lana’s organisation is made up entirely of 
volunteers who dedicate scores of hours each week 
to support and succeed in their cause.

Why not join us after 9.15am Mass on Mother’s Day 
to meet this remarkable lady and learn more about 
her incredible work.

We look forward to your support in baking and 
buying cakes and slices and supporting the 
Mother’s Day raffle.

Emma Williams for the Lending A Hand Team

PLAYTIME EASTER FUN 
OLF Playtime celebrated Easter 2015 with our 
annual Easter egg hunt. 

The Wednesday and Thursday Playtime groups each 
enjoyed the fun of a hunt. It is amazing to see how 
children so young can locate chocolate hidden in 
all sorts of places! They showed great enthusiasm 
and kindness when it came to helping each other to 
find the goodies.

OLF Playtime is a great place for children to learn 
to play and share together, and equally a great 
place for parents and grandparents to have a place 
to come and have a chat and share parenting 
stories and any wisdom we may have gathered 
along the way! 

Thank you to the wonderful Parish of Our Lady of 
Fatima for supporting this important ministry.

Julie Young for Playtime 
Pictured below: Back Row – Mariah, Isabella, 
Rafic, Benjamin and Samuel; Front Row – 
Charlotte, William and Harriet.

Advertise your Business
Support The Bark, Support the Parish.

It’s good value. Supply your own ad or we can do it for you.
Contact Dominic Alati   domalati@hotmail.com   Ph 0402 131 072
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DID YOU KNOW
Congratulations to Flora Wickham (pictured below), 
who received the OAM when the awards were 
announced in January. Flora has worked tirelessly 
for the past 31 
years at Calvary 
Hospital, doing 
what she does 
best – helping 
other people. 
She is also a 
member of our 
local St Vincent 
De Paul Society 
where she is 
doing the same thing – helping other people. Flora 
has a very vibrant personality and she is great fun 
to be with and we wish her well as she continues to 
help others at Calvary and locally.

In January, Fr John celebrated the remarkable 
milestone of 30 years in the priesthood. We all 
congratulate Fr John and thank him for the many 
years he has spent at our parish. 

It is very sad to see Lynelle, our much loved parish 
secretary, leave us and go on to greener pastures. 
Lynelle, we will miss you, but we wish you all 
the best in your new venture and hope that we 
will see you around the parish from time to time. 
By losing Lynelle we are gaining another much 

loved secretary in Ruth Bargarey, who is replacing 
Lynelle. Ruth was our secretary prior to Lynelle and 
she is coming back to do the great job she did prior 
to leaving. So, it is goodbye Lynelle and welcome 
back Ruth.

Cruising must be the in thing at the moment – just 
about everyone you talk to is going or has gone 
on a cruise. Well known parishioners, Maria and 
John Vaux, Tony and Dawn Thorpe, and John and 
Liz Buckley recently cruised from Sydney to Perth 
and came home on the Indian Pacific, as did Frank 
and Pauline Amy; Denise and Keven McKiernan 
followed them by doing the same cruise and then 
flying home and from what I hear, they all had a 
great time. Mary and Ian Stevenson have just done 
New Zealand and Anne and John Benfield are off to 
Japan to see the spring blossoms. Camille Philips 
and hubby are off soon, so enjoy. Ruth Bargarey 
and her sisters cruised to New Zealand, arriving 
home just in time for the Easter liturgies. That is 
just a few that I know of and I am sure there are 
plenty more who have done likewise – we do hope 
you enjoyed it.

The Catholic Women’s League is holding a High 
Tea in the Church Hall on Friday morning, 8th 
May after the 9.30am Mass. The guest speaker is 
Paul Napier, who has worked as a volunteer in the 

prisons over the past 20 years and is also a local 
parishioner. Entry is $10.00 and it is recommended 
that you book for catering purposes – Marlene on 
9153 0559 or Inez on 9533 3979. Come and meet 
someone you have not met before and also have an 
enjoyable morning.

Congratulations to the Liturgy Committee for the 
wonderful Easter services they organised. On Holy 
Thursday we had Fr John lead us into the weekend 
and then Fr Moses for Friday and Saturday. Thank 
you to everyone for your dedication and devotion.

Jenni Payne has taken long service leave from her 
role as principal at Mater Dei. We’re pretty sure she 
intends retiring, but hasn’t made it official yet. It ’s 
clear that the children at the school will miss her 
dearly if the Catholic Education publication above is 
anything to go by.

What a wonderful success the Friday Night Street 
Market was. I went along not knowing what to 
expect and was pleasantly surprised. All the 
different nationalities and the varieties were great 
as well as a social event for our parishioners, many 
of whom came along (pictured below left). It would 
be great to have them again but maybe not during 
the colder months.

Inez Mullen

ST JUDE’S THANKS
In 2015, your sponsored teacher, Kashia Elisa 
(pictured below) is teaching English at our Sisia 
Upper Primary campus.

Our professional and competent teachers are 
essential to the success of St Jude’s. We are 
committed to supporting the Tanzanian community 
by employing qualified Tanzanian teachers.

It is thanks to you that we are able to provide 
our students, not just with the foundations 
and facilities needed to excel, but also with 
the teaching staff who can fully optimise the 
teaching resources and our wonderful school. 
Our teachers challenge and support our students 
both academically and personally, helping them 
to develop into model citizens as well as model 
students. We’re proud to have such talented and 
devoted teachers at St Jude’s and so grateful 
to you for helping to provide our students with 
the high calibre teaching staff they deserve. Our 
students build up close relationships with our 
teachers. In the eyes of our students, St Jude’s 
teachers are not just teachers, but are also role-
models, mentors, and parent figures.

Thanks again for your continued support!

Regards,  
Gloria Gerald 
Sponsor Relations Team, School Of St Jude’s

• Clinic Sister • Chemist Club  
Free Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Testing

REVLON • L’OREAL • DARRELL LEA • CALVIN KLEIN

Shop 11-14, 247 Belmore Road  
Riverwood South

Ph: 9534 2000 Fax: 9533 3096

GALLUZZO’S  
RIVERWOOD  

PLAZA PHARMACY
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LITURGY LINES
Christmas was a very special time in the Parish. 
The Christmas Masses were particularly well 
attended. The Children’s Mass was a highlight 
with a wonderful Pageant, and gelato was served 
afterwards (pictured).

As usual, January was a fairly quiet time in regard 
to Liturgy in the Parish with a number of Ministries 
having a well-earned break over the holiday period.

The Sundays in Ordinary Time commenced on 18 
January. Ordinary Time is devoted to celebrating 
the mystery of Christ in all its aspects.

On the weekend of 24/25 January our Masses 
focused on Australia Day and we gave thanks for 
our wonderful country.

Catechist Sunday was celebrated in the Parish on  
8 February with a ‘Rite of Commitment and Sending 
Forth’ for the Catechists teaching in our local  
State Schools. 

Our Lenten Season commenced early this year 
with Ash Wednesday being 18 February. Lent is a 
penitential season of prayer, self-denial and helping 
others in preparation for Easter. Our theme for 
the Sundays during Lent is the ‘Lenten Tree’.  Our 
thanks, as always, to John Vaux for his good work 

on the front wall of our church.

Richard Allison, John Kennedy and Patrick Kennedy 
were commissioned as Eucharistic Ministers on  
21 February. Our congratulations to them on their

commitment to this ministry of service in our  
Parish Community. 

About 60 parishioners attended Fr John’s Lenten 
Talk ‘The Relevance of the Church in 21st Century 
Society’ on 23 February and about 100 attended 
his Talk ‘Christianity and Islam… Challenges for 
the Future’ on 16 March. Both talks inspired many 
questions and gave those who attended much to 
reflect on. Our thanks to Fr John.

The Stations of the Cross were held in the church 
as a special devotion during the Lenten Season, on 
2 and 9 March with a good number of parishioners 
attending. Our thanks again to Dominic Alati for 
organising the Stations of the Cross.

Our Lenten Reconciliation Paraliturgy was held in 
the church on 23 March.

Eight children from our Parish – Christian Alvaro, 
Joshua Craven, Emma Harris, Chloe Kirlappos, 
Garth Sinclair, Connor Soares, Siobhan Soares 
and Rhys Whitten – were welcomed as new Altar 
Servers on 29 March. Congratulations to the 
children and a big thank you to Jenni Payne for 
again conducting the Altar Servers Training Course. 
Jenni is planning another course for Altar Servers 
later in the year, which will be held after the 
Sacrament of First Holy Communion.

Holy Week commenced on 29 March with Palm 
Sunday. The Easter Triduum began with the evening 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday, 
reached its high point in the Easter Vigil and closed 
on the evening of Easter Sunday.

A special Mass will be celebrated in the Parish on 
Anzac Day, Saturday 25 April, for the Centenary  
of Gallipoli.

The Liturgy Committee would like to thank 
everyone involved from the Parish in making our 
liturgies special, particularly for Holy Week and the 
Easter Triduum. Thank you for giving so generously 
of your time in so many ways.

David Payne for the Liturgy Committee

COMMUNICATIONS 
SURVEY
Our Lady Of Fatima Peakhurst Parish community 
has always strived to be a friendly and welcoming 
place for all. Sadly, records show that of the 3,700 
Catholics that live within Peakhurst boundaries, 
only 700 attend Mass regularly. What can be done 
to address that problem?

Information collected by previous censuses did 
not give a true account of how parishioners ‘felt 
and viewed’ our parish. In light of the Parish 
Anniversary next year, it was decided that a survey 
was required to capture important data that would 
allow the Parish Council to effectively respond and 
move the parish forward in a variety of areas.

The survey questions are designed for all age 
groups. 

The purpose being to capture, e.g. what 
parishioners like/dislike about the church, general 
communications, if they wish to be involved in the 
Liturgy, and if they would like more social events.

The survey date will be advertised shortly and can 
be anonymous, or if you prefer you may add your 
details to the form. The survey will be distributed 
during Mass.

Our future goal will be to design a survey that will 
‘reach out’ to lapsed Catholics, i.e. Catholics who, 
for whatever reason, do not come to church, and 
invite them back with the view of finding out why 
they have lapsed in their practice. 

This will be a challenging project, but the feeling is 
that it is crucial to the future survival of our Parish.

Charles Centorrino for the  
Communications Committee

RED CROSS MOBILE
BLOOD BANK RETURNS
The Red Cross has been thrilled with the response 
to the Mobile Blood Bank visits at Our Lady Of 
Fatima. They have been three times so far.

Parishioners and neighbours are encouraged to 
continue using this service and help to save lives 
with the gift of blood.

Sydney Legal Advisers
For all business and commercial legal work

SLA also provides personal legal services including  
conveyancing, wills, estate work,  

estate planning in conjunction with financial planners 

We have two convenient locations:
117 York St, Sydney and 
155 Kyle Pde, Kyle Bay

T +61 (02) 9231 0203  F +61 (02) 9231 0141
0400 632 238 (John Fitzpatrick)

www.sydlegal.com.au

Our solicitors: John Fitzpatrick (BA, LLB, LLM, MHL, MBL) 
Joseph Fitzpatrick (B.Bus, LLB) and Helen Hall (BSAB)
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Thinking of 
Selling or 
Leasing? 

List your property  
with Joe Pizzolato

Joe Pizzolato    0403 488 487  
Email: joe.pizzolato@raywhite.com 

Web: raywhitestgeorge.com 
233 Kingsgrove Road, Kingsgrove 
305 Bexley Road, Bexley North 

 
Two Prominent Offices, One Dynamic Team 

Kingsgrove & Bexley North

CAROLS AT OLF
The Carols By Candlelight held on 7 December 2014 
at Our Lady of Fatima Peakhurst was a wonderful 
Christmas celebration.

This fantastic community event was organised by 
the Leadership Team, and was supported by many 
parishioners who volunteered to help. 

Hosted by Richard Allison, performers included 
our own Choir, the Samoan Choir, the Taylor Boys, 
Angus from The Voice Kids with Eva, Tony Girdler, 
and a definite highlight of the evening – Fr John 
singing and playing guitar. Santa also made an 
appearance to the delight of the children.

With rain threatening during the day, a last minute 
call was made to keep the event outdoors rather 
than move it into the hall. Thankfully, the rain held 
off for almost the entire evening.

The traditional OLF cake stall was well supported 
by the hundreds who attended.

Thanks to those who gave of their time in many 
different ways to ensure the event was a success. 

We look forward to the Carols becoming an annual 
event on the OLF calendar.
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JACK TURNS THREE

On 7 April, Jack Atkins-Walker turned three years old.

The official situation at year three is that he is clearly 
growing well with his new kidney.

The liver reduction is still in the waiting, and could 
happen in the next twelve months, however it’s not even 
being discussed at the moment.

Being limited in not having front tummy muscles, he has 
had to compensate to walk and to run, but these he is 
doing it in his own way.

For a long time he walked a bit like a wobbly jelly, but he 
has now stabilised very well.

Again we can only thank all for their support and prayers, 
that has left us thinking that some prayers are answered, 
and leaving others to fall under the ‘Thy will be done’ 
category, and disappointment.

We do pray for those many parishioners that are fighting 
their own gallant battles.

Follow Jack’s progress at the Facebook page: Family and 
Friends of Jack Ethan Atkins-Walker.

Peter Atkins

FRIENDSHIP GROUP 
Our Friendship Group is going well with 24 guests and 
10 helpers who kindly bring cakes and sandwiches for 
morning tea and lunch and also provide transport.

We play bingo every six weeks with small prizes for 
the winners as well as cards and board games each 
fortnight. Guests arrive 9-30-10am for morning tea then 
we play the games until 12noon when lunch is served, 
then home at 1pm.

Please call me if you’d like to join our group as a guest  
or helper.

Helen Cozzi Ph 0438 458 702

A CHANCE ENCOUNTER 
WITH MARY MACKILLOP 
Our recent trip to New Zealand included a two-day stop 
at Queenstown. As neither David nor I are into bungee 
jumping, biking, sailing, fishing or golf we decided to 
investigate the nearby 
heritage village of 
Arrowtown. 

After exploring the 
early goldfields and 
Arrowtown’s main 
street we consulted 
our tourist map, which 
noted the Catholic 
Church up the hill  
as a point of interest.  
Once we located  
St Patrick’s, we were 
delighted to learn of 
the connection to St Mary MacKillop.

It was during her second trip to New Zealand in 1897, 
intending to establish a community at Port Chalmers, 
that Mary came to Arrowtown. However, the parish 
priest of Arrowtown, Fr Keenan, heard about Mary’s 
journey and all but ‘abducted’ her and her companions 
on their arrival. As the school was in desperate need of 
teachers and he could provide a convent for them, Mary 
consented to his pleading. 

The people of Arrowtown, including the Mayor and 
councillors, heartily welcomed Mary and the Sisters. 
Mary stayed for about a month before finally travelling 
to Port Chalmers, her initial destination, to establish a 
community there. Before she left, Mary insisted that 

a new convent was needed closer to the church and 
school. The current accommodation was inadequate, 
even by her standards, as it was cold, damp and breezy 
and too far from the school and church. 

The cottage (on left of picture) was built for a miner 
in 1871 and purchased by the church for the priest’s 
residence in 1881. In 1882 it became part of the new 

school built on the site. It was decided that two rooms 
from the school, and this cottage, were to be converted 
into a convent for the Sisters. 

When Mary returned from Port Chalmers, little progress 
had been made on the building works so, in her typical 
fashion, Mary remained as overseer at Arrowtown for a 
few months to ensure that the works were completed. As 
she was not a regular teacher at the school Mary taught 
catechism, and looked after the other Sisters by cooking, 
gardening, dusting, sweeping and washing the clothes – 
she helped wherever there was a need.

The Mother Foundress was providing a gentle example of 
service to others!

Jenni Payne

WINCHESTER, LONNON & KLEIN  
- Chartered Accountants - 

Corporate And Personal Taxation Specialists 

Peter J Winchester ACA 
Also offering Investment, Retirement, Insurance, Superannuation,  

Mortgage Elimination and Leasing Services with 
Professional Investment Services P/L 

ABN 11074608558 FINANCIAL PLANNERS AFS Licence No 234951

Tom Ryan MAppFin BSc DipEd DipFinPlan CFP 
617-621 Forest Rd, Bexley NSW 2207. Ph: (02) 8567 6333 Fax: (02) 9587 1176

CATHOLIC COWBOY
Catholic cowboy 

long ride 
saddle hard 
squinting 

into falling sunlight. 
Hungry, 
tired, 

nothing different 
on the outside.

Torie Cooper
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REFLECTING ON  
FR JOHN’S LENT TALKS 
Fr John’s first Lenten talk addressed the relevance 
of the Church today. It is always a challenge for 
us to make the church relevant within our local 
community. We have to recognise our church is 
founded on Jesus and the Gospel and reflect on 
the past to keep our faith as we cannot become 
relevant by forgetting where we have come from. 
Falling numbers attending church is proof of the 
failing relevance of the church today. Suggestions 
from those attending on what is relevant included 
the sense of community, the Mass, familiarity, 
participation in ministries and Jesus. Fr John 
said the way we celebrate Mass may need to be 
looked at for young people. We must have leaders 
willing to listen and be open to new ideas. We are 
a Sacramental church but these need to remain 
relevant to encourage participation as the third Rite 
of Reconciliation did. We cannot stop people from 
being part of the church and taking part in the 
sacraments because their marriage has failed. 

The church has alienated so many people through 
technical issues which are unjust and wrong and 
has caused so much hurt and disillusionment to so 
many people affected by these rules.

Fr John touched on many topics that continue to 
cause division and hurt within the church: The 
role of women or married people in the church 
leadership; contraception; optional celibacy; the 
power Church leaders have on decisions that affect 
catholic families; democracy within the church….
people should have some say in the appointment of 
bishops and perhaps with their Parish Priest… how 
does a Parish get a Parish Priest? Can the people 
initiate something? Social media could be a way 
ahead in the future for voices to be heard.

People relate to Pope Francis as a real, 
understanding person who lives the Gospel values. 
But there needs to be a new Model of Church to 
make the church relevant; we need to engage with 
people who do not believe in God. The pressures 
and disappointment felt in trying to pass on 
the faith to our children is a frustration Fr John 
shares with us. He encourages us to reflect on 
the relevance of the church, not just for young 
people but for so many others who have lost faith 
or been hurt or marginalised by church values 
and leadership; the difficulty for so many priests 
who cannot or will not speak up about issues that 

are important to them and everyone else; social 
injustices that treat people differently with no 
regard for the impact on their sense of belonging 
to their church. In light of so many issues that 
could be looked at to help people find purpose, 
direction and Jesus in their lives what will it take 
for meaningful changes to be tried? Fr John gives 
us a great example of faith in speaking up on 
so many occasions when the needs of people 
are being treated as less important than church 
practice or laws. The relevance of Jesus in our lives 
is the focus we need to return to. 

The second talk Fr John presented was on the 
challenges facing Islam and Christianity today and 
in the future. It is an enormously complicated issue 
facing our world. Fr John gave a great overview 
of some of the history, dimensions, beliefs and 
practices of the Islamic faith. It says a lot about 
his own willingness to understand and accept all 
people whatever their faith and his appreciation for 
what we have in common, and things we will never 
see eye to eye on that he took on this challenge 
to speak. I was surprised at how many similarities 
there are between the Christian and Islamic faiths. 
The group that gathered to hear Fr John speak 
seemed to have far fewer questions and comments 
than at the first talk he gave, probably reflecting 
the overall lack of knowledge and familiarity people 
felt with this topic. Fr John’s approach was positive 
and balanced, trying to identify key points and 
explain them in a context that was not judging 
or condemning and accepting his own limitations 
regarding his knowledge of Islam. He gave an 
excellent overview, opening the way for discussion.

I would like to thank Fr John for taking the time to 
engage with the people of his parish, to listen and 
to discuss important topics. It gives all of us a lot 
of hope and encouragement as we try to live our 
faith in a practical way each day to know we have 
such leadership, solidarity and encouragement from 
Fr John. 

Monica Hayes

A HOLIDAY WITH  
ʽHOLY DAYS’ 
It was nearly 31 years to the day since my 
friend, Margaret and I spent three months on 
a backpacking trip. We decided that we should 
see more of the world together again, so 
planned a whirlwind trip to Europe. 

We began our experience in Rome. I had been 
there many years ago but this was Margaret’s 
first time and the Piazza Navone was the first 
place to provide many ‘Wow’ moments. 

After an early walk to the Vatican we joined 
a small tour group where the guide asked us 
to ‘trust her’ when she took us to our seating. 
After an informative talk about the history of 
the papacy in both Rome and France we waited 
excitedly with the enormous crowd for Pope 
Francis. Once he began his circuit of the square in 
the Pope-Mobile, we were able to get a close-up of 
him as he waved at the cheering masses. 

His Holiness spoke passionately, and while it was  
in Italian, you got the sense of his gentleness  
and compassion. Often he would stray from the 
written speech and speak with a laugh while he 
recounted a personal story. His words touched me 
as he spoke of reaching out to others with mercy 
and compassion, which I believe we do so well in 
our Parish. 

The next stage of our holiday was an 11-day cruise 
of the Mediterranean. The Biblical Tour in Ephesus 
would be an opportunity to visit another special 
place of pilgrimage for Catholics. We came to the 
steps of the theatre where St Paul supposedly 
preached many times to the Ephesians. Sitting on 
those steps you could visualise the scene and be 
familiar with St Paul’s words. 

Our bus took us on a winding road up a high hill to 
the House of the Virgin Mary, where St John is said 
to have brought Our Lady and cared for her after 
the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

Next was our tour of Spain and Portugal. The 
Sagrada Familia in Barcelona would have to be the 
most beautiful cathedral I have ever been inside. 
The exterior stone figures of the Nativity and 
Passion and the bright stain glass window designs 
and impressive altar inside reflect Gaudi’s creativity 
and vision for this amazing cathedral. 

Other special ‘holy’ moments were in Spain when 

we joined in a religious parade in Granada on 
the feast of Our Lady of Sorrows, and the statue 
of Christ overlooking Lisbon in Portugal. But the 
highlight for me was the visit to Fatima and the 
chapel where Our Lady appeared to the three 
children. No words can describe the emotions felt 
in the silence of the pilgrims in such a sacred place. 

The huge basilica was closed for renovations, but it 
was possible to visit the tombs of Jacinta, Francisco 
and Lucia. I came away feeling a sense of wonder 
that such a place can attract millions of people to 
visit every year but also that I was privileged to 
have the opportunity to be one of those pilgrims.

Deb Cummins
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MOUNTAIN CLIMBING 
PARISH PRIEST 
We’d never met a mountain 
climbing Parish Priest 
before, that is until our 
recent trip to New Zealand!

As we always seem to do 
on a Sunday on holidays 
(it must be a Catholic guilt 
thing), Jenni and I were 
trying to find somewhere 
to go to Mass. We were in 
Franz Josef and wanted to 
head north to Greymouth, 
but Mass wasn’t until 11am. We considered travelling 
back to Fox Glacier (27kms) for 9am Mass, but found a 
little village called Whataroa, 70kms north, which also 
had 9am Mass. We were set!

We arrived at Whataroa (pretty much a one horse town) 
at about 8.30am and found Our Lady of the Woods 
Catholic Church. There was no one around. I was trying 
to open the door of the church when someone yelled 
out, “Kick the bottom of the door and turn the handle! 
I’ll be across soon.” It was the Parish Priest, Fr Mike 
Mahoney, throwing his tea out the window.

Jenni and I were the only ones there while Fr Mike set 
up for Mass. He played a CD and asked our opinion of 
his choice of hymn. He then sorted out the keyboard 
and again asked our opinion on the music. Just before 
9.00am, the congregation ‘swelled’ to nine! In a flurry, 
the parishioners had things organised for Mass including 
nominating Jenni to read.

During his homily Fr Mike mentioned his involvement in 
the first New Zealand expedition to climb Mt Everest in 
1977, some years before he became a priest. Sir Edmund 
Hillary had been part of a British expedition when he 
climbed Mt Everest in 1953. The 1977 New Zealand 
expedition was low-cost, about $40,000, when most 
expeditions were costing over $500,000.

Fr Mike spoke particularly about an incident on the 
expedition that had a profound effect on him. One of his 
team, Mike Brown, developed hypothermia and his blood 
became viscous from oxygen deprivation. The doctor 
from a German expedition, which was climbing Everest 
at the same time, gave Mike Brown plasma and stayed at 
his bedside until he recovered. 

A few days later the doctor fell to his death. He had 
given life to Fr Mahoney’s friend but lost his own. The 
Germans returned to Base Camp but the Kiwis continued 

FUNNIES 
Dear Heavenly Father, so far, today, I’ve done all right. 
I haven’t gossiped or lost my temper. I haven’t been 
greedy, grumpy, nasty, or self centred. I’m really happy 
about that so far. But in a few minutes I’m going to be 
getting out of bed and then I’m going to need a lot of 
help. Thank you! Amen.

  ----------------------

At one particular church in the Australian outback, they 
have weekly husbands’ marriage seminars. 

At the session last week, the priest asked Aussie 
George, who said he was approaching his 50th wedding 
anniversary, to take a few minutes and share some 
insight into how he had managed to stay married to the 
same woman all these years.

George replied to the assembled husbands, “Well, I’ve 
tried to treat ’er nice, spent money on ’er, but best of all, 
I took ’er to Sydney for our 25th weddin’ anniversary!”

The priest responded, “George, you are an amazing 
inspiration to all the husbands here! Please tell us what 
you are planning for your wife for your 50th anniversary.”

George proudly replied, “I’m gonna go pick ’er up.”

  ----------------------

An elderly woman died last month who had never 
married, she requested that no male pallbearers be used. 
In her handwritten instructions for her memorial service, 
she wrote, “They wouldn’t take me out while I was alive 
so I don't want them to take me out when I’m dead.”

  ---------------------- 9 signs you went to a Catholic School in Australia

You spent your childhood naively thinking going to a 
‘private’ school made you smarter.

You summer uniform felt like you were wearing a  
hessian sack.

You can never wear plaid again, no matter how 
fashionable it is.

There are hymns you never, ever want to hear again.

There seemed to be a Holy Day of Obligation every 
week. And what was Benediction?

Playing Mary or Joseph was like getting the lead in a 
Broadway musical, especially to your parents.

In primary, you’d wear your Ash Wednesday cross with 
pride. In secondary, you couldn’t get to the bathroom 
fast enough to wash it off.

Sex education just didn’t seem appropriate.

Everything was a sin. Everything!

their ascent, stopping within four hours of the summit 
of Mt Everest. They could have reached the top but they 
wouldn’t have made it back down alive. This was the  
end of the 1977 Everest attempt. Later in the Mass,  
Fr Mahoney asked Jenni and me about our story… which 
wasn’t quite as interesting as his!

After Mass, we spoke to Fr Mahoney and his parishioners 
about their Parish and ours. Then the mountain climbing 
Parish Priest excused himself to dash off to Franz Josef 
for 11am Mass… keyboard in hand.

David Payne

ARTICLES FOR THE BARK 
Relevant contributions for The Bark are welcome. All 
articles should have a relevance to our church. Articles 
should be emailed to: domalati@hotmail.com or leave 
at the Parish House with your name and contact details. 
Articles left anonymously will not be accepted. 

We prefer articles you have written yourself, and they 
will receive priority. Reprinting articles from other 
publications and the internet is a breach of copyright 
and cannot be used unless you have received approval. 
Likewise, articles in The Bark are not to be used 
elsewhere without permission from the editor or author.

Articles should be no more than 300 words. Pictures 
help your article and make it more likely to be read. We 
encourage you to send articles and/or pictures of events 
directly related to our parish, or key events in the lives of 
our parishioners. 

Articles are published and edited at the editor’s discretion 
and no guarantee can be given that an article will appear. 

Opinions on church issues are welcome. Opinions 
expressed in articles are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of The Bark, Our Lady of Fatima, 
Peakhurst or the Catholic Church. 

Please support our advertisers without whose generous 
assistance The Bark would not be printed.

Advertise your Business
Support The Bark, Support the Parish.

It’s good value. Supply your own ad or we can do it for you.
Contact Dominic Alati   domalati@hotmail.com   Ph 0402 131 072

“It’s a tricky theological point.  
You say you covet your neighbour’s humility?”
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CATHOLIC CHURCH PEAKHURST 
PARISH OF OUR LADY OF FATIMA

825 FOREST ROAD PEAKHURST 2210 

Parish Priest: Fr John Crothers Assistant: Fr Moses Kim 
Parish Secretary: Ruth Bargarey – PH: 9533 2594 – Fax: 9533 5908

Email: olfpeak@bigpond.com.au  – Web: www.ourladyoffatima.com.au

 

LITURGIES 
Saturday Vigil: 5pm Sunday: 9:15am and 6pm. Wednesday and Friday: 9:30am Mass followed by Rosary.

SACRAMENTAL SCHEDULE 
Baptism: 10:30am 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Contact Parish House for details. 
Marriage: Six months notice required. Contact Parish House for details. 
Anointing: Any time day 9533 2594 or night 9580 1310. 
Reconciliation: Saturday 4:30pm.
 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Robert De Marcellis (Chair), David Payne, Agnes Webb, Emma Williams, Camille Philips, Bob Barisic. 

THE BARK 
Dominic Alati 0402 131 072 domalati@hotmail.com
Thanks to the following people who help produce The Bark: John Vaux, Donna Ryan-Alati, Lynelle Lembryk,  
Ruth Bargarey, Fr John, Fr Moses, the Leadership Team, those who contributes articles, advertisers and supporters.

Sacramental Program 2015
First Holy Communion: Saturday 13 June 5pm or Sunday 14 June 9.15am

Enrolments now closed

Confirmation: Sunday 30 August 2.30pm
For children in Year 6 or over

Enrolments due 19 June

First Reconciliation: Friday 20 November 5pm
For children in Year 2 or over
Enrolments due 18 September

Enrolment forms for each Sacrament can be downloaded at the parish website  
www.ourladyoffatima.com.au


