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LEADERSHIP TEAM 

The Leadership Team would like to thank all the wonderful parishioners who have 
contributed in so many ways to the running of our Parish this year. 

Special thanks to all the Ministries within the Parish – they need to be congratulated 
for what they have achieved over the year. 

Some special highlights since the last AGM include: 

• The fabulous farewell celebrations over a full weekend to Fr John and our fond 
farewell to Ruth Meagher and Lynette Lembryk. 

• Welcoming our MGL's – Fathers Steve, Isuru, Adam and Antony ... and of course 
our patient waiting for Father Chris, our Parish Priest 

• The successful employment of two new secretaries Clarissa Finan and Ruth 
Rawlinson.  And since then we have already had to bid farewell to Ruth and 
Father Antony. 

• We welcomed Kathleen Kennedy as our new Youth Minister 

• The successful handover of the Bark after many years. 

• The reorganizing and upgrade of the parish office computers, network and 
internet access. 

• The process of upgrading the balustrade for the loft is in its final stage. 

• The proposal for the establishment of a Mission ministry. 

We continue to enjoy the benefits of the monthly markets and the weekly hiring of 
the hall which are both contributing hugely to our finances. 

This meeting also sees the end of the three-year term of office for Bob Barisic and 
myself.  On behalf of Bob and myself, I would like to offer our appreciation for having 
the opportunity to serve our Parish and to thank the other members of the Leadership 
Team for their friendship and support over the past three years.  We have both 
enjoyed our time on the team and we wish them well in the future. 

 

With many thanks and God's blessings, 

Camille Philips 
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SECRETARY’S REPORT 

It has been a privilege to serve on the Leadership Team of the parish for the last two 
years.  I have been able to work with the team as the minutes secretary as well as 
linking with the Finance Committee and the Communications Group. 

There have been some significant achievements over the last few years; however, 
successive Leadership Teams have become aware of many challenges facing our 
community, and at this point is worth recording them.  These issues will dominate the 
work of Leadership Teams over the next few years if we are to maintain our identity, 
our mission and the autonomy that promotes our high level of involvement in mission 
by lay people. 

The first challenge facing the parish is undoubtedly financial.  You will have heard 
from Tony Thorpe and his team that we are increasingly dependent on income from 
hall rentals and the markets.  Most of our parishioners are not experiencing significant 
increases in personal disposable income, especially as more move into retirement; 
and, like the parish, some costs of living are increasing at higher rates than the cost 
of living.  Our own costs in the parish have risen much faster, particularly maintenance 
and power costs.  We have also lost some of the concessions made when we became 
a so-called ‘priest-less parish’. 

The second is closely related, because it’s clear that the only way to address our 
financial and physical difficulties is recovering and renewing our identity and vision as 
a parish.  This is more of a challenge than in the past because regular mass-goers will 
have noticed that our demographic is changing.  We not only face generational 
change, but those who might have been most active in past years are often facing a 
work/life balance that limits involvement less that in the past.  Parents are busier, 
young people are less attracted to regular engagement with the parish as they will 
often find spiritual outlets outside traditional church structures, and our culture is far 
less community-oriented and more interested in instant gratification.  There is far 
more call on our disposable incomes, and perhaps less obvious reason to give to the 
parish and the wider church. 

The third has to do with the travails of the wider church, in Australia and the work: a 
church that has lost much of its moral authority, for better or worse, but is still called 
to be God’s hands on earth, to reach out to the margins, to comfort the afflicted, to 
share Jesus’ love with everyone. 

How do we approach these challenges in this unique place? 

We would be failing trust placed in us by Cardinal Clancy, and the labours and hopes 
of parishioners over decades, if we were to despair or wait for the MGLs to rescue us.  
The Leadership Team believes that the founding of a mission team, a committee of 
parishioners committed to renewal, would be a way forward.  We need to find new 
ways of expressing our identity, exploring mission together; and the energy and 



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 22 OCTOBER 2017 

intelligence to do that is all around us, from the advocacy that took our cause to the 
archdiocese when we sought a replacement for our irreplaceable Father John, to the 
energy that went into our anniversary celebrations, to the deep faith that expressed 
itself in our Fatima centenary liturgies. 

We believe that the role of the mission team is to support the Leadership Team in 
moving forward in new ways.  The immediate objectives of the Mission Team are: 

• To develop a Strategic Plan with a focus on outreach and engagement 

• To ensure that the parish provides opportunity for meaningful involvement for 
all generations and groups in the parish community. 

• To advocate for a greater financial commitment and sense of ownership and 
stewardship by members of the parish. 

I can’t anticipate how this team will work, or what proposals it may make, but your 
Leadership Team needs to do more than the day-to-day running of the parish.  It’s not 
this day that matters, it’s tomorrow.  Whatever the people in 1986 had, we want some 
of that! 

 

Chris Bounds 
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LITURGY COMMITTEE 

The Liturgy Committee, supported by other ministries, continues to strive to make 
our liturgies reflective and special. 

Highlights over the past year have been: 

• In February 2017, we welcomed the Missionaries of God’s Love to our Parish – 
our new Parish Priest, Fr. Chris Ryan, our Administrator, Fr. Steve Fletcher and 
our Assistant Priests, Fr. Adam Crouch, Fr. Antony Santhiyagu and Fr. Isuru 
Weliwatte.  We thank them for sharing their faith and knowledge of the Gospels 
with us and for their wonderful pastoral work for the Parish.  We look forward 
to welcoming Fr. Chris on a permanent basis in the near future.   

• Fr. Ken Barker, head of the Missionaries of God’s Love, gave the first Lenten 
talk, “Missionaries of God’s Love: Origins and Spirit” and Fr. Steve the second 
talk “Mary, the Model Disciple and Missionary”.  Both talks were well attended 
by parishioners and inspired many questions and gave much to reflect on.  
Stations of the Cross were also held, as a special devotion during the Lenten 
Season, with a good number of parishioners attending.  The Lenten 
Reconciliation Paraliturgy, which included the opportunity for the Second Rite 
at the end, was also well attended.   

• The sacred ceremonies of Holy Week and the Easter Triduum were very special.  
Our sincere thanks to Fr. Isuru for the beautiful ceremonies.  Thank you also to 
those who contributed to the success of the Easter Ceremonies.     

• Mother’s Day and Father’s Day were celebrated with lovely portraits by the 
children from the local State Schools on the church walls.   

• The 100th Anniversary of the Fatima Apparitions was celebrated over six 
months with special Masses on 13 May, 19 August and 14 October, Rosary and 
Reflection on 13 June and 13 September and Home Rosary on 13 July.  These 
were wonderful celebrations of our Parish community.  Everyone involved, 
particularly with the special Masses, are to be congratulated. 

• 33 children made their First Holy Communion on the weekend of 17/18 June.  
Confirmation was celebrated in the Parish on Sunday 10 September with 32 
children being confirmed by Bishop Richard Umbers.  About 50 children have 
enrolled in our First Reconciliation program with lessons commencing at the 
end of October.  The children will receive this sacrament on 17 November. 

Our thanks to our wonderful Sacramental Team for their efforts in preparing 
the children and the liturgies. 

• Five children were welcomed as new Altar Servers on 13 August.  A big thank 
you to Jenni Payne for again conducting the Altar Servers Training Course. 
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• Our Students’ Masses were held on the weekend of 14/15 October, prior to the 
HSC. 

• A special Remembrance Mass for our departed relatives and friends will be 
celebrated at 7:30pm, Thursday, 2 November, All Souls’ Day. 

• The Thanksgiving Mass for the children from our Catholic Scripture Classes in 
our local State Schools and their families will be celebrated at the 6pm Mass on 
Sunday, 26 November, the Feast of Christ the King. 

• A new Baptismal Font is required because of the poor condition of the existing 
one.  Similarly, new Sacred Vessels are required because of the deterioration 
of the existing ones.  The Liturgy Committee is considering seeking donations 
from parishioners for these purchases in the lead up to the 50th Anniversary of 
the opening of our church on 13 October 2018, the Feast of Our Lady of Fatima. 

The Liturgy Committee would like to thank everyone involved in making our liturgies 
special.  Thank you for giving so generously of your time in so many ways. 

 

David Payne 
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THE BARK 

The final issue of the Bark magazine will be ready for print and distribution by the end 
of November and will be Christmas-themed.  I would like to extend a warm Thank You 
to all of the parishioners for the contribution of content. 

I appreciate the feedback and encouragement I have received and pray that I will 
continue the legacy of my predecessors and publish a quality magazine for our 
amazing parish community. 

 

Florence Bonanno 

 

 

 

FRIENDSHIP GROUP 

The Friendship Group is going well.  We currently have 20 guests and 13 helpers. 

We meet in the Meeting Room every second Thursday from 10am to 1pm. 

We open with a prayer then have a chat over a cuppa then settle down to play cards 
or board games. 

Every 6 weeks, Bingo is played with small prizes for the winners. 

Lunch is supplied by our helpers at 12pm then our guests are taken home 1pm. 

Transport is available for those who need it. 

 

Helen Cozzi 
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CATECHISTS 

The Catechist Ministry continues its work to bring knowledge and understanding of 
our faith to our parish children in public schools.  All Catechists are authorised by the 
Archdiocese of Sydney and supported by the CCD: Confraternity of Christian Doctrine 
which runs training programs and provides resources and support. 

We currently teach 167 students from three local public schools – Lugarno (69 
students); Peakhurst West (51 students) and Peakhurst South (47 students). 

We have 13 Catechists who teach children in 21 classes; which means that we have 
to have composite classes - often not an ideal situation.  As always, we struggle to 
recruit new members, which leaves other catechists often struggling to fill in and 
provide our parish children with this important teaching. 

Our team meets each term to plan upcoming events, share experiences and support 
each other. 

A letter is sent at the start of each term to parents and carers welcoming them to the 
new term and outlining upcoming parish events such as special liturgies, sacramental 
programs and secular events such as Foodies Markets. 

During 2017, we endeavoured to involve our SRE students and their families in as 
many parish events as possible.  Mother’s Day and Father’s Day were celebrated with 
special Parish Masses, with portraits on the church walls by the children.  Our 
students’ families are also provided with timely information to enable their enrolment 
in the Parish Sacramental Program at appropriate ages. 

To mark the end of the teaching year, all our students and their families will be invited 
to the Annual Thanksgiving Mass which, this year, will be celebrated at the 6pm Mass 
on Sunday, 26 November, the Feast of Christ the King. 

This ministry is the responsibility of the entire parish.  However, it falls on the 
shoulders of a very few which is unfair and unsustainable.  The support of the Parish 
priests, Leadership Team and all parishioners is needed.  We need more catechists!!! 

 

Susie Paino, David Payne and Julia Goff 
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CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE 
Peakhurst Branch 

Our branch has 23 committed members.  Our monthly meeting is held on the third 
Wednesday of the month in the Parish Centre.  Our first ever meeting was held on 
14th October 1987. 

Income this year came from the Silver Circle and the Fashion Parade, both of which 
received generous support from parishioners.  We are grateful for the enthusiastic 
promotion of these events in our Parish Bulletin. 

We distribute these funds to charities that request our help as well as the CWL Sydney 
Diocese Project of the Year.  The project for 2017 is the refurbishment of St Francis 
Xaviers’s Church, Enngonia. 

Other charities helped this year are Dignity, St Anthony’s Home, Scleroderma 
Association, Huntington’s Association, Orange Sky Aust, Barefoot Nurses of East 
Timor Leste and to Vinnies for the Lismore Flood appeal. 

Our members participated in the World Day of Prayer in March, which this year was 
hosted by Uniting Church, Lugarno-Peakhurst.  We hosted WDP in 2015. 

Each month, some members attend the city meeting and luncheon.  These are either 
themed for the time of year, or have a guest speaker from many and varied sections 
of women in Catholic society. 

As a social group, we organise outings for our group.  This year we enjoyed a Harbour 
Cruise and we are having lunch at the Loftus Tafe Embark Restaurant. 

As a group, we are always looking to help those in need in our Parish.  We receive 
requests for prayers and donations and will always do what we can to help. 

 

Maree Murphy (President) & Mary Branagan (Secretary) 
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COMMUNICATIONS 

This year we upgraded our IT infrastructure with the purchase two new desktop 
computers. 

This also involved an upgrade of the power and data cabling to these computers. 

We purchased an uninterrupted power supply (UPS) unit, which allows critical work 
on the computers to be saved prior shutting down in the case of a power blackout. 

We also purchased two portable data storage units, which allows data to be accessed 
from both desktop computers and, more importantly, provides essential data backup 
security for our parish data. 

The latest software (Windows 10 and Office365) was installed on both desktop 
computers in the office.  The church laptop was also upgraded to Windows 10 and 
Office365 was installed so it is compatible with the office PCs. 

New workstation furniture was installed for the Parish Secretary.  The old desk is now 
being used in the printer room for the second PC and it was extended to give more 
surface area. 

 

Charles Centorrino 
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LENDING A HAND 

As Tony Thorpe is currently away on holidays, I would like to report on the activities 
of the Lending a Hand Team. 

The team consists of Tony Thorpe, Julia Goff, John and Sharryn Horan, Deb Cummins, 
Paul Napier, Anne Hurst, Emma Williams and myself.  Anne Hurst, who has been on 
the team almost long as “Lending a Hand” has been going, has pulled up stumps and 
is moving to the coast.  We will miss her and her infectious enthusiasm. 

We have had a busy and eventful year working on behalf of the parish. 

Julia Goff has once again ‘pulled the rabbit out of the hat’ to organize our days at St 
Canice’s, feeding the needy.  Julia is the first to say what wonderful support she 
receives form our parish family in terms of food preparation and kitchen hands on the 
day.  Julia and Emma oversaw students of St Ursula's as they prepared and cooked 
the meatballs for one particular visit. 

We have also taken on the task of revamping St Canice’s by organizing the painting of 
a mural, scrubbing the floors clean, acquiring a new table and chairs with new 
umbrellas.  A good look ... a very good look! 

Julia is also very talented on the keyboard and provides our team with great letters 
and press releases. 

The team decided to give a new theme to our traditional Cake Stall and Raffle and this 
year it surrounded the joys of Father’s Day.  We invited the parish to bring in cakes 
and the like that would please our fathers.  The raffle was geared towards dads, which 
turned out really well.  There was a lolly jar guessing competition, which pleased the 
kids no end. 

Through our efforts we raised $1,742.00 for the Vinnies Liverpool Men's Refuge. 

Bacon & egg rolls were on the menu and was a great hit for all and sundry.  The 
Welcoming Team, as well as helping with bacon & egg rolls, provided copious cups of 
coffee.  Not only did the team raise much needed funds, it also helped continue to 
build our wonderful community. 

A great initiative of Emma Williams some years ago was to invite the Blood Bank to 
come to Peakhurst and set up on our doorstep.  This initiative keeps getting stronger 
every year!  There is no greater gift than giving blood – a project of which our parish 
should be enormously proud. 

Another great idea of Emma's was our involvement with the One Meal Group.  We 
asked the parish to donate a small carton of milk.  Again the parish excelled 
themselves.  This carton was then put into a bag with a packet of cereal and breakfast 
bar and sealed.  Most of this work was carried out by students of St Ursula's 
Kingsgrove.  We are looking towards doing more good works with One Meal. 
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Emma keeps coming up with these bright ideas – who can forget the fabulous Garage 
Sale that was held in our car park?  Massive t’was!  And impressive!  The Garage Sale 
was supported wholeheartedly by the parish in so many ways ... physically during the 
lead up to the day ... on the day ... and the clean up afterwards ... to the parishioners 
who donated goods for sale and the good folk who came and bought.  Through our 
combined efforts we were able to donate $10,000 (with the help of some of the funds 
raised by the Youth Disco) to the Homicide Victims Support Group (HVSG) to assist in 
the cost of building GRACE'S PLACE. 

The team is off to Waterfall in a few weeks to give the HVSG cottage down there a 
spring clean. 

In November, we will once again be providing morning tea for as many as 200 bike 
riders who will striving to bring awareness and much needed funds to GRACE'S PLACE. 

We were able to assist our Youth group by donating $700 towards their youth camp. 

The Lending a Hand team is a happy group of parishioners who continually come 
together to strive to make a difference! 

 

John Vaux 
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MAINTENANCE 

MAJOR WORKS COMPLETED: 

• Upgrade electrical systems: 

- Replaced church electrical switchboard 

- Fit safety switch circuit breakers, new light switches & timers 

- Replaced faulty cables 

- Changed all church lighting to LED operation 

- Upgraded Parish Hall switchboard to safety switch circuit breakers 

- Install digital timer control for car park lighting. 

• Renovated Sacristy timber fittings, purchased tower fans for sanctuary 

• Upgraded fire safety equipment 

- Replaced fire house reel 

- Installed fire safety signs 

- Replaced/service fire extinguishers & blankets 

• Extended concrete paths at sacristy entrance 

- Removed garden rockery, extend bed & re-planted  

- Additional planting Forest Road boundary 

MINOR WORKS COMPLETED: 

• Numerous plumbing works – taps, sewer blockages, burst pipe, drainage pits 
etc. 

• Lock repairs, lights, electrical, doors, carpentry, were undertaken as required 

• Lawns & garden contract continued. 

PROPOSED WORKS: 

• Rectify gallery balustrade safety issue 

• Replace Baptismal Font 

• Service door locks 

• Secure pew legs with brackets - knave & gallery 

HALL: 

• Window furnishings - tint, curtains, blinds? 

• Replace fairy lights – yes / no? 
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• Renovate timber floor 

• Toilet hand basin taps – all locations 

• Service door locks 

• Review damaged tables? 

• Disabled toilet – not at code standard 

• Dishwasher & catering trolley? 

HOUSE: 

• Counting room ceiling – repair / paint 

• Repair / paint termite damaged wall 

• Aged flood lights – safety Issue (PCB Chemical) replace with LED fittings 

• Service door locks. 

ROOF GUTTERS: 

• Clean out church & house 

FOOTPATHS: 

• Rectify trip hazards, various locations 

VARIOUS WORKS: 

• As indicated in building condition report 

• Prepared by Paynter Dixon 2016 

PEST & TERMITES: 

• Resume scheduled programme 

 

Paul Moreton 
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PLAYTIME 

Playtime is still running on Wednesdays and Thursdays.  The Wednesday group didn't 
run in Term 3 as all the kids were very sick and didn't attend playgroup.  The 
Wednesday group will run in Term 4 with 3 members.  The Thursday group is running 
with 8 members. 

Unfortunately, I will have to stop coordinating playtime for next year as my son will 
go to preschool on Wednesdays.  I have emailed Camille to arrange to meet to discuss 
playgroup for next year and to hand over financials, etc. 

For 2018: 

• Wednesday group: all 3 families won't be returning next year because the 
children will be attending preschool on Wednesdays. 

• Thursday group: only two families will continue next year.  The adults are 
grandparents so they are happy to come but do not want to run it. 

End of year events/projects: 

• cleaning out toy room, throwing out broken and damaged toys 

• cleaning of kitchen & craft cupboard 

• preparations for end of year Christmas parties for children and the carers.  We 
will probably combine the two groups like we did last year. 

With a current bank balance of $2,069, a donation to the parish can be made at the 
end of the year. 

I have enjoyed my involvement in this ministry and am sorry to be leaving next year.  
Thank you to the wonderful Parish of Our Lady of Fatima Peakhurst for continuing to 
support Playtime and I hope playtime can continue with new people joining next year 
for many more years. 

 

Donna Jackson 
Playtime coordinator 2017 
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St VINCENT de PAUL 
Peakhurst Conference 

In the last financial year, through the continuing generosity of parishioners, the St 
Vincent de Paul Peakhurst Conference has been able to make in excess of 50 visits to 
less fortunate families in our community to assist them with parcels of food, 
Woolworths food vouchers, clothing, furniture and whitegoods. 

In addition, many families have been assisted at Hurstville Regional Office with Energy 
vouchers (EAPAs) to help pay their electricity and gas accounts. 

Last Christmas, we prepared more than 30 hampers for our clients. 

Our conference sent $1600 to assist four 'Twinning' conferences in India. 

OLF Peakhurst Parish raised in excess of $4800 in April for the Vinnies Northern Rivers 
Flood Appeal. 

Members are now planning for the annual Christmas Appeal and for the preparation 
and distribution of Christmas Hampers to the disadvantaged families in our 
community. 

With the ageing, poor health and retirement of some of our members, I believe the 
conference is in need of new members. 

On behalf of our members, we congratulate and thank OLF Parish for the ongoing 
support we receive, which enables us to carry out the Good Works of St Vincent de 
Paul. 

 

Mike Flanagan 
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WELCOMING TEAM 

A sincere Thank You! to all members of the Welcoming Team, comprising Maria 
Mastroianni, Donna Ryan Alati, Inez Mullen, Robert De Marcellis, Dennis Day, Connie 
Alifano, Noelene Hammond and Careena Craven. 

The past 12 months have been encouraging with the warmth and care of parishioners 
and the team alike. 

It was a year of social interaction with our bi-monthly morning teas after 9:15am 
Mass. 

Name tags for each parishioner are given out before Mass so that at the Sign of Peace, 
each person knows who they are greeting and hopefully the name tags encourage 
individuals to chat to someone new after Mass at the morning tea. 

In November 2016, we supplied supper after the Remembrance Mass and will do that 
again this year. 

Following on from our Father’s Day success last year, with the egg & bacon roll fiesta 
after 9:15am Mass, we did the same this year and joined with the Lending a Hand 
Team, who turned the day into a cake extravaganza.  Big thanks must go to the dads 
who worked on their special day – Robert De Marcellis, Dennis Day, Tony Alifano and 
Danny Craven manned the barbeque and despatched 150 egg and bacon rolls to very 
satisfied customers. 

Another area we look after is the Welcoming Book.  This book is kept at the back of 
the church for new parishioners to sign.  A member of the Welcoming Team then rings 
to say hello and tell new parishioners about the activities and opportunities to get 
involved within the parish.  We also invite them to our next morning tea, so we can 
introduce them to fellow parishioners. 

 

Maria Vaux 

  



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 22 OCTOBER 2017 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

A central focus of the Youth Ministry this year has been our Youth Group, Peak Youth. 
Youth Group in 2017 has been a very positive experience.  We continue to meet on 
Friday evenings every fortnight in the Parish Hall.  Whilst our numbers have been low, 
it is still a very worthwhile and enjoyable experience.  The youth who attend are faith-
filled and arrive with enthusiasm and positivity.  We have really appreciated the 
support of our priests, especially Fr. Antony and Fr. Isuru when they were able to 
attend and contribute to our youth evenings. 

Throughout the year our youth group has been involved in a range of different 
activities, including trivia nights, selling drinks at our Parish’s drink stall at the Foodies 
Markets, and having guest speaker Sam Clear speak at one of our gatherings.  Sam 
was a fantastic guest who really inspired our youth who were in attendance to be 
more active in their faith.  We also held two weekends of discos in Term 1 and Term 
3 this year, which provided a fun night for youth from many local Catholic high 
schools. 

Another highlight in youth ministry this year was our youth-focused Mass in August 
to celebrate the centenary of one of the apparitions of Our Lady.  The involvement 
and presence of an overwhelming number of young people was great to see and 
indicates a positive future for the growth of our Church community. 

A special mention must go to Anne-Maree Williams, who has stepped down from 
being a parent-coordinator at our youth group for the past 3 years.  Anne-Maree has 
contributed greatly to the organization and success of many of our youth events, 
particularly the discos which she initiated.  I would like to thank Anne-Maree on behalf 
of all the young people who have benefited from her hard work over the years, and 
wish her all the best. 

I would also like to thank the Parish for their continued support of our youth group 
and the youth ministry.  In my first year as youth minister, I have really appreciated 
the overwhelming support of our parishioners and ministries, it has been very 
encouraging. 

As 2018 is the “Year of Youth” in the Church, I am excited to plan some new and 
exciting events, both within our Parish of Peakhurst, as well as in combination with 
other Parishes within our Deanery.  I look forward to the next year in youth ministry, 
where I hope for our youth to become even more engaged in the life of our wonderful 
Parish. 

 

Kathleen Kennedy 
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