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LAND DEVELOPMENT 
PROPOSED FOR OLF
The Parish Leadership Team would like to update the 
parish community on a very important activity that 
has been in progress during the last few months. The 
purpose of this communication is so that all parishioners 
are aware of what is happening and so we can be open 
and transparent on issues that may impact the parish. 

On a couple of occasions over the last five years 
investigations have taken place on the feasibility of 
better utilising the vacant land in the church grounds 
to better serve the general community and to provide 
financial benefits to the parish. This issue was raised 
again midyear and the Parish Leadership Team provided 
approval for a team from Catholic Aged Care with the 
appropriate expertise to undertake another investigative 
analysis to see what current opportunities exist.

The guiding principles of the analysis are:

1. That the analysis would be undertaken at no cost to 
the parish;

2. The resultant model and subsequent development,  
if approved, would be at no financial risk to the parish;

3. The model that is developed would have ongoing 
benefits to the community;

4. That any resultant income stream to the parish would 
benefit the parish and the community through the 
ministries of the parish.

At our November meeting we were updated on the 
progress of this initial investigation. A number of models 
have been developed, and the committee is now in the 
process of finalising the options so that they can present 
back to the Leadership Team. 

 
The early analysis suggests that the most suitable use 
of the area may be an independent living development. 
A detailed report will be delivered by the Advisory 
Committee early 2011 and presented to the Leadership 
and Finance Teams for consideration. Once this is 
available the Leadership Team will communicate the 
report to the parishioners as part of a wider consultation 
for consideration and feedback.

At this point we need to stress that there has been 
no commitment made and the process can be 
stopped at any point and at no cost to the parish. 
More importantly, there will be no commitment 
from any church body without consultation and 
open discussion with our parish community. 

We look forward to updating you on this important 
initiative in early 2011 and we take this opportunity of 
wishing all parishioners a happy and holy Christmas.

The Leadership Team
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DID YOU KNOW
The months of September and October seemed to be the 
months for people to exit the country for a trip overseas. 
To name a few, the following have done just that: Tony 
and Dawn Thorpe to Singapore; Julia Goff to Europe and 
America; Anne and John Benfield a pilgrimage to Turkey 
then on to Egypt; Frances and Paul Finch the same 
pilgrimage to Turkey; Robyn and Tim Martin to Europe 
and America; Carmel and Jim North firstly to Palm Island 
then off to Spain and Portugal; Helen and Paul Cozzi to 
Europe; Noelene Hammond a month in the USA; also  
Jo and John Hurley, Betty and Maurice Stanford and Inez 
and John Mullen have had a great cruise around  
the Pacific.  

Some of our parishioners were also lucky enough to 
attend the Canonisation of Mary MacKillop in Rome, 
including Tosca Galluzzo. Her report is on page 10.

Regardless of where you went we are all green with  
envy but we hope you all had a wonderful time.

Father John must have had a wonderful birthday 
celebration. After telling everyone he was going to enjoy 
the day, he turns up with his arm in a sling and his wrist 
in plaster. All jokes aside Father, we hope by the time 
this article goes to print that you are well and truly on 
the road to recovery.

A lovely Christmas present for Maree and Eric Lumley 
whose son Matthew and daughter-in-law Natasha 
presented them with a 2.3kg little girl, Skye Ava, 
recently. Big brother, three-year-old Blake is over the 
moon with the baby and loves helping mum look after 
his little sister. Little Skye is a rarity in the Lumley family 
after a long line of boys – she is the first little girl for a 
long time. Congratulations to all the Lumley family.

The Catholic Women’s League finished the year with 
a Christmas Luncheon with Fathers John and Van in 
attendance and Ruth and Kevin who were presented with 
a combined Christmas and engagement present.

Congratulations to Jovina Graham who is now a  
qualified Doctor.

As this is the last edition before Christmas, may I wish 
everyone the compliments of the season. May you all 
have a very happy and enjoyable time and may the year 
2011 bring good health and happiness to everyone. 

God bless.

Inez Mullen 

PARISH WEBSITE
Very soon, Our Lady of Fatima will have a new website.
The website will be a central location for all general 
information about our parish.

Content will include Mass times, contact details, rosters 
and an uploaded version of the weekly Bulletin.

Other local parishes have their own websites, which in 
this day and age is seen as an essential reference point 
for any organisation, even churches.

A professional web-making company is assembling the 
site and will also maintain it to keep it running smoothly.

The address will be announced when the site is ready.

NEW FACES ON THE 
LEADERSHIP TEAM
The Leadership Team welcomed Fran Harvey and John 
Benfield to the ranks, joining Charles Centorrino, Deb 
Cummins, Richard Allison and Gary McSweeney. Leaving 
the Team were Mary-Anne Malone and Paul Moreton. 

Charles takes over from Mary-Anne as chair of the team. 
The new term of office takes effect. Members will now  
sit on the Team for three years instead of two.

Advertise your business in The Bark
It’s good value. Supply your own ad or we can do it for you.

Contact Dominic Alati   domalati@hotmail.com   Ph 0402 131 072

Looking to Buy?
Looking to Sell?
Looking to Rent?

Contact the team at LJ Hooker

LJ Hooker Mortdale 
21 Morts Rd, Mortdale 

P: (02) 9570 4488   F: (02) 9570 8080

LJ Hooker Peakhurst 
1/9 Park St, Peakhurst 

P: (02) 9153 7477   F: (02) 9153 7877

LJ Hooker Riverwood 
164 Belmore Rd, Riverwood 

P: (02) 9533 1111   F: (02) 9533 9533

Visit www.ljhooker.com.au
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OLF PLAYTIME 
CELEBRATES  
MELB CUP DAY
The photo shows some of the mums and kids 
having fun on Melbourne Cup Day. There were 
hats, fascinators and plenty of party food.

A couple of quotes from Serena aged 3 and 
Amelia 4:

“I like going to Playtime because we ride bikes  
in the courtyard and do craft with the other 
kids” − Amelia.

“On Tuesdays we go to Playtime and we can  
eat lunch together and make things” − Serena.

We are fast heading towards the end of the year and are 
about to embark upon our yearly clean up in preparation 
for another big year at Playtime. Next year, we will be 
operating on three days of the week and still for only  
$2 per visit.  

We warmly invite anyone interested in joining our 
group next year to come along and become part of the 
Playtime family. 

Playtime caters for babies, toddlers and pre-school 
children who come along with their carers for fun, craft 
and socialisation with other children between 10am and 
midday on weekdays. 

For more information please ring Kerrie Rendina  
on 8004 2325.

FASHION PARADE
The Catholic Women’s League had another successful 
Fashion Parade in September with a good representation 
from the parish. 

The amount of $940 was made and this money will go 
with the other monies that have been raised  
during the year to support the annual charity for 
Catholic Women’s League, which is the  
pre-school being built by the Lasallian Trust in  
Sri Lanka, St. Vincent de Paul, St. Anthony’s 
Home for mothers and children, Fistula Hospital  
in Addis Ababa, Sr. Noelene, charity worker at 
Kings Cross, and the Autistic Association.   

As well as raising money, we also make Wraps 
With Love (this means knitting them and sewing 
them up). These are sent around the world to 
help the poor. We also enjoy getting together for 
a good time socially.

 
Back to the Fashion Parade, it is hard to believe but 
these Parades have been going for 15 years. At this 
time I would like to thank the young ladies who have 
helped me out as models. There have been different 
girls throughout the years, but there are a couple (they 
know who they are) who have never said ‘no’ to me 
when asked to parade. For this I am eternally grateful 
and of course, they have always done a marvelous job 
when parading the clothes – they are almost to the 
professional stage.

Also I would like to thank the ladies of CWL who work 
in the background with manning the door, cooking and 
preparing the supper, cleaning up afterwards and helping 
in general. 

As well, I would like to thank a special lady in the parish 
who has done the roses that are presented to the 
models. And last but not least, the parishioners who 
have supported us throughout the years, for without 
you, the parades would not be a success. 

Hopefully, we will continue next year and, God willing, it 
will be another success. The photo below shows the girls 
who paraded for 2010. Thank you.

Inez Mullen
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LITURGY LINES
Social Justice Sunday was celebrated on 26 September. 
As a reflection after communion, a presentation on the 
overhead showed the ways in which our Parish reaches 
out to the broader community.

On 16/17 October, the Canonisation of Blessed Mary 
MacKillop was celebrated with a special liturgical 
commemoration. A special song composed for her 
Canonisation was played at each Mass.

The students from our Parish undertaking exams 
were remembered during our Masses in October and 
November with a special Prayer for Students. The 
students’ names were on the church walls.

A Remembrance Mass to commemorate our loved ones 
who have died was held on 5 November. The centrepiece 
was the cross decorated with flowers brought by 
parishioners (see pictures). Afterwards, the Welcoming 
Committee served coffee and tea outside church.

The Holy Souls were remembered at all Masses during 
November. On the church walls were displayed the 
names of our loved ones.

The Feast of Christ the King, which marks the end of the 
liturgical year, was celebrated on 21 November.

The new church year commenced with the First Sunday 
of Advent on 28 November.

The Advent Reconciliation Paraliturgy is planned for 
Wednesday, 15 December, at 7:30pm.

All ministers, please check your roster each week for the 
times you are on. If you are unavailable for your rostered 
time, please make arrangements with someone else. 

Readers and commentators, please collect your new 
‘Break Open the Word’ from the sacristy to help prepare 
for your reading at Mass.

David Payne for the Liturgy Team

Shop 11-14, 247 Belmore Road  
Riverwood South

Ph: 9534 2000 Fax: 9533 3096

• Clinic Sister • Chemist Club  
Free Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Testing

REVLON • L’OREAL • DARRELL LEA • CALVIN KLEIN

GALLUZZO’S RIVERWOOD  
PLAZA PHARMACY
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SOGOD HOSPITAL 
REPORT
Some 18 months ago we embarked on a project to help a 
very small village in Sogod, The Philippines. The hospital 
was in dire need of medical equipment and oxygen.

Through the generosity of the parishioners of Our Lady 
of Fatima, Lending A Hand and the CWL Committee, the 
sum of $5500 was raised. This money was spent here in 
Australia procuring the items, and equipment and oxygen 
for the hospital.

It has taken quite a while to logistically send medical 
supplies, as we did not want to send money as it could 
have gone astray or been misspent.

The hospital chief doctor has spoken to us and asked 
me to personally thank the parishioners of Our Lady 
of Fatima for their understanding, compassion and 
generosity. The equipment that has been received will be 
put to good use for the patients and in particular for the 
children of Sogod.

The photos may give you some idea of the need and the 
gratitude of the village hospital.

May we once again, on behalf of the Sogod Hospital, 
thank the Our Lady of Fatima parishioners for the 
wonderful gesture of support and generosity.

Tony & Rose Galluzzo

An acknowledgement of receipt for equipment detailing 
every item was sent to Tony and Rose, and a Certificate 
of Appreciation was also received from the Chief of 
Hospital Edmundo R Villa on behalf of Sogod Hospital. It 
says, “A million thanks for your invaluable contributions 
to our agency which would greatly provide quality health 
care to our constituents.”

Winchester, Lonnon & Klein  
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 

Corporate And Personal Taxation Specialists 

Peter J Winchester ACA 
Also offering Investment, Retirement, Insurance, Superannuation,  

Mortgage Elimination and Leasing Services with 
Professional Investment Services P/L 

ABN 11074608558 
FINANCIAL PLANNERS AFS Licence No 234951

Tom Ryan MAppFin BSc DipEd DipFinPlan CFP 
617-621 Forest Rd, Bexley NSW 2207. Ph: (02) 9588 6444 Fax: (02) 9587 1176
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LIONESS CLUB FAIR 
AND CAR BOOT SALE
The Georges River Lioness Club held a Fair & Car Boot 
Sale in the church grounds on Saturday 20 November.

For the second year in a row, the weather was stunning. 
It was another successful fund raising event organised by 
the local Lioness Club. 

ST CANICE’S BOOKS
Many thanks to everyone for their generosity in donating 
books to distribute to the people at St Canice’s. We 
received enough books to keep the shelves stocked this 
year and we still have some in reserve.  

We are however low on two categories of books now and 
would appreciate donations of Western novels (a huge 
hit) and any recent releases. They are the only books or 
reading material we need at this stage. There will be a 
box in the main foyer of the Church marked ‘St Canice’s’ 
and it would be greatly appreciated if you would kindly 
place your donations in 
the box.  

Thank you for your 
assistance with this 
collection. To you it may 
just be the donation 
of a book you have 
already read but to the 
recipient it makes a real 
difference.  

Craig and Sharon Moran 

Lauren and Michaela would love to welcome you to  
Botanica Spa and offer you a Special 20% discount  
on your first treatment. (*Not valid for product purchases.) 

Or simply drop by and visit while enjoying a complimentary 
Aveda Comforting Tea, caffeine free and 100% organic.

SPECIALReceive 20% off your first treatment*
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• Julia has also involved herself in the local Red  
Shield Appeals;

• In the past she has also worked at the Penshurst Pole 
Depot assisting with their Market Days.

The Parish’s nomination was supported by a testimonial 
from John Vaux:

“Julia is a worker... whilst she appears extroverted I think 
she is happiest when she is behind the scenes working. 
She can lead beautifully and she can follow equally so. 
Julia is a good friend... there in a flash if she is needed. 
Humility is her trademark.”

Deb Cummins for the Leadership Team

SUMMER SCHOOL OF 
EVANGELISATION
The Summer School of Evangelisation is a weeklong 
retreat for Catholics to experience the extraordinary 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

The week includes lectures, seminars and prayer, as well 
as music, drama and the chance to build friendships.

The Summer School of Evangelisation takes place from 
9-16 January 2011 at St Stanislaus College Bathurst.

For more information including pricing and registration, 
call Martin Pannell: 0425 805 356, email:  
bathurst@summerschool.org.au or visit the website:  
summerschool.org.au

One of our parishioners, Alana Sullivan, is going with her 
children and is offering transport for two or three people. 
Call 0432 250 383. 

INTERNATIONAL 
VOLUNTEERS’ DAY 
AWARD
Each year Hurstville City Council invites local 
organisations to nominate any person within that 
organisation who has made a significant contribution as  
a volunteer.

This year the OLF Leadership Team had no hesitation 
in nominating Julia Goff for this award. On 2 December 
Julia, accompanied by her husband David, attended a 
Council reception to receive her award.

The following submission was sent to the Council and 
outlines why Julia was a worthy recipient of the Council’s 
Volunteer Award.

Julia has been a member of Our Lady of Fatima Parish 
Peakhurst for 25 years. During her time in our Parish 
Julia Goff has undertaken voluntary roles as:

• a Scripture teacher (catechist) teaching 2-3 classes per 
week in local State Schools for the past 10 years;

• current Assistant Coordinator of the catechists  
where the program for teaching Scripture in the local 
State Schools and the coordination of Scripture  
teachers is organised. Also the organisation of relevant 
liturgies and meetings for State School students and 
Scripture teachers;

• current member of the OLF Parish Finance Committee,  
a position held for eight years;

• current member of the ‘Lending a Hand’ team where a 
number of fund raising ventures are undertaken to assist 
various charitable organisations and causes. Julia is the 
main initiator and organiser of the St Canice’s visits twice 
a year where parishioners prepare and serve meals for 
the homeless;

• valued contributor to Sunday Masses each week as 
reader and Eucharistic Minister;

• initiator of the publication of Parish news The Bark  
and co-editor of bi-monthly editions, position she held  
for 10 years;

• member of Parish Social Committee organising various 
social events in the parish;

• Sunday School teacher and involved in parish playgroup 
when her children were younger;

• Julia is a life member of Peakhurst Swimming Club 
having been involved with the Club since the 1980s. 
She is the current Secretary, Public Officer and is on the 
Management Committee; 
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DIARY OF A YOUNG 
CATHOLIC

This past month has been a super busy one in the 
Catholic youth scene in Sydney. Actually, every month is 
pretty busy, but with uni exams finished there’s suddenly 
a whole bunch of people who’ve been hibernating and 
ready to socialise again.

As always, the first Monday of the month was Theology 
on Tap, a gathering and talk for young adult Catholics 
that takes place at PJ Gallagher’s Irish pub in Parramatta 
every month, regularly attended by anywhere between 
500 and 800 young people. 

It’s always a really enjoyable night (their $10 steaks are 
the bomb!) and the speakers at this event are always 
really interesting and informed. This month was no 
exception. Renowned bioethicist Dr Nick Tonti-Filippini 
came up from Melbourne to speak about euthanasia and 
the risks of legalising this practice that endangers the 
most vulnerable in our society. It was good to hear the 
issues explained so comprehensively. 

On the 3rd of December was The Society Ball, the annual 
end-of-year ball run by all the different university Catholic 

chaplaincies. Hundreds of young adults come to the ball 
each year, and this year in the lead up, there have been 
salsa classes running each week to help people dust off 
their moves for the big night. I can’t decide what’s more 
fun – watching awkward guys with two left feet turn 
into dashing dance partners, or getting dolled up in ball 
gowns for the Catholic social event of the year.

Wow, I don’t even have time to talk about all the other 
amazing stuff that has happened this month: games 
night at Oatley Parish’s youth group, Urban Theology  
in the city, Frassati group (our bushwalking club),  
service projects... guess I’ll have to fill you in on all  
of that next edition!

Til then…

Jovina Graham

THANKSGIVING MASS
A Thanksgiving Mass was held on Wednesday evening  
24 November for the children who attend catechist 
classes in our local State Schools.

About 150 people attended, made up of children and 
their families as well as the catechists, all of whom do a 
wonderful job taking our faith to the local schools.

During the Mass, two boys from Tony Galluzzo’s 
Peakhurst South class played the offertory hymn, Adam 
on violin and Brendan on trumpet.

Also, about 16 children from Anne-Maree William’s class 
did a mime after Communion to the song ‘These Hands’.

Other children did readings and the offertory. 

After the Mass, everyone was invited to the Parish Hall to 
enjoy a supper.

The Mass caps off another great year by our hardworking 
Catechist Team.
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The next generation in aged care

Now 
open

Ferndale Gardens has been designed to provide lifestyle assistance and care in a comfortable, 
well appointed environment. Our emphasis is to maintain the dignity and independence of each 
individual within a personal and homelike atmosphere.

Professional qualified staff ensure residents receive the best nursing and personal care,  
24 hours a day.

We are committed to the philosophy of ageing in place and offer: 
High level care   Low level care 
Dementia specific care  Respite care

Design features
•	 Café / library

•	 Hairdressing salon

•	 Gymnasium

•	 Cinema / kiosk

•	 Function room

•	 Consultants room

•	 Reflection room

•	 Residents laundry

•	 Luxury mini bus

•	 Mini bowling green

•	 Mini golf

Quality services

Our on-site qualified chefs 
prepare quality, nutritious 
meals daily.

Other services include 
hairdressing, physiotherapy, 
speech therapy, tai chi, 
podiatry, diversional therapy, 
social activities, religious 
services, bus and shopping 
outings.

Suite features
•	 Generous single or twin 

suites with private ensuite

•	 Furnished in an elegant 
home-like style

•	 Fully air-conditioned

•	 Wall mounted televisions

•	 Kitchenette with bar fridge

•	 Electric beds

•	 Private telephone access

•	 Internet access

Brand new affordable luxury  
in the heart of the St George area

Ferndale Gardens  33 Jersey Avenue Mortdale NSW 2223 
Enquiries: 0415 833 288 or 02 8080 3851 

George Fotoulis – Director of Nursing  Phone: 02 9570 5555  Fax: 02 9580 9517 
Email: enquiries@ferndalegardens.com.au  Website: www.ferndalegardens.com.au

Trinity Management Services in conjunction with the Proprietors and the Trinity Management Team proudly manages Ferndale 
Gardens, Huntingdon Gardens & Berala on the Park. All services comply with the Accreditation Standards.
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MARY MACKILLOP 
CANONISATION – AN 
EYEWITNESS REPORT

It was wonderful to be part of history. As a Sister of  
St Joseph said to me as we walked down the steps out of 
the theatre room after seeing an incredible performance 
from the Australian Catholic University students on the 
life of Mary MacKillop: “Who thought I would be still 
here to witness this incredible moment for our sisters 
and all of Australia”. She locked her arm in mine and we 
proceeded down the stairs. 

Yes, it was an incredible moment, the day Sunday 17 
October 2010 had arrived standing at the gates of the 
square of St. Peter’s by about 7:30am with my colleagues 
from Catholic Education Office. It was a slightly gloomy 
day and some troublesome clouds threatened, but the 
gathered crowd was in good spirits. Whether we were 
there for Mary MacKillop or someone else, everyone had 
a story to tell and how that person who was going to be 
canonised a saint had touched their lives.

Mary MacKillop’s charism (grace of God) had touched my 
life when I was 12 years old. Who was this woman whom 
I really knew so little about? A wonderful Josephite sister 
(I am sorry I cannot remember her name) saw a girl 
who was with sadness and fear because of her mother’s 
illness. Mum was born with only one functional kidney, 
which was not diagnosed until she had complete renal 
failure. With a kidney transplant, mum lived for 33 years, 
which was very rare at that time for transplants to last. 

At that young age all I could see was that my mother 
was dying and it is with Mary MacKillop’s prayer my faith 
journey in understanding more deeply the charism of 
this wonderful lady begins. I began to cherish many of 
her sayings: “Lean on God”, “God will provide for the 
future” and so many more. My many visits to North 
Sydney to pray by her tomb have become a ritual for 
me, which I still continue to do today. My knowledge 

and understanding 
of this woman has 
grown deeply  
within me.

The canonisation 
was grand in 
number. I am told 
8,000 Australians 
travelled to Rome  
for this special day. 
The Australian  
crowd around me 
wanted to  
celebrate, cheer  
and shout, we did have many oi oi ois and the Australian  
flags flying high from our students and all. Soon these  
oi oi ois were silenced by the stillness and reverence of 
the atmosphere. As the pillars of St Peter’s Basilica swept 
around us, the crowds were truly embraced in the awe 
and wonder of the presence of God. “See the wonders 
that God has done!” Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop 
shows us the goodness and graciousness of God.

The highlight for me was the following day when we all 
travelled to the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls for a 
thanksgiving mass. It is the great basilica built over what 
is believed to be the tomb of St. Paul. With thousands 
of Australians present, it was a rousing celebration. 
The singing and the responses filled the massive space, 
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and there is something about gathering in such large 
numbers in a foreign land that helps you claim your 
own national identity. That was more so claimed for 
me as the boys from Nudgee Christian Brothers School 
from Brisbane brought to the altar during the offertory 
procession an indigenous cross painted by an Aboriginal 
Artist, it became a gift from them to the Vatican. This 
reminded me of one her sayings, “Seek first the poorest 
and most neglected parts of God’s vineyard” (Mary 
MacKillop 1900).

The canonisation of Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop 
begins a new moment of grace for me and the Australian 
community. Individually and collectively, we have this 
incredible woman we call our own, whose radiance 
emanates from the very heart of God. We have an 
example of what prayer, commitment, courage, strength 
and grace can do in a person’s life. And I conclude with 
my favourite of all her sayings “Remember we are but 
travellers here” (Mary MacKillop 1867).

Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop, pray for us.

Tosca Galluzzo

THE UNSTOPPABLE 
NOELENE HAMMOND
It’s appropriate we profile Noelene Hammond in the 
Christmas issue of The Bark. Noelene’s birthday is just 
before Christmas. She was even named ‘Noelene’ after 
the season.

Noelene is the daughter of devout Catholics who were, 
like she has become, very involved in their church.

And our church has benefitted from 31 years of Noelene 
being at our parish. Noelene moved from Hurstville to 
Peakhurst in 1979.

Noelene and husband Harvey have three sons, all of 
whom are married. They have eight grandchildren.

Although retired from work, Noelene finds no trouble 
filling her day. And much of it is taken up with parish 
activities. In fact, it’s been said Noelene simply doesn’t 
know how to relax.

Over the years, Noelene has been on the Leadership 
Team a couple of times, helped with Sunday School,  
was a Catechist for 10 years and has been on the  
Liturgy Team.

At the moment, Noelene is an acolyte, a Eucharistic 
Minister, helps with the flower arranging and is a reader.

She also has the very important role of helping parents 
who are baptising children.

Noelene has also been on the St Vincent de Paul Team 
for about five years and finds it very fulfilling.

“You meet a different person altogether than what you’d 
come across in the rest of your life,” she says.

“Some people have been dealt a cruel blow, and it’s a 
good feeling to be able to ease their burden. That the 
people of our parish give us the money to do it is a 
wonderful thing.”

It seems to be a family tradition to be part of St Vincent 
de Paul. Both Noelene’s parents were St Vincent de Paul 
members, her father for 50 years. Both held the position 
of President at some stage. 

So does Noelene actually relax? Apparently so. Noelene 
and Harvey like heading north for winter in their caravan, 
and sometimes go as far as Townsville where one of their 
sons lives.

When Noelene has some spare time she enjoys 
gardening, and is quite adept at growing banzais.

We’re fortunate to have such a dedicated, caring and 
energetic lady as Noelene Hammond in our parish. 

Dominic Alati
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SAINT PAUL’S WORLD -  
A FORTNIGHT IN TURKEY 
A short time ago there was an invitation in the Bulletin 
about a pilgrimage tour of Turkey in the footsteps of  
St. Paul. Four people in our Parish took up the invitation: 
Frances and Paul Finch and Anne and John Benfield.

The group leader was Fr Win Hoekstra (Dean of  
St. Patrick’s Parramatta), a total of 42 people from a 
number of parishes came on the tour of Turkey, starting 
and finishing at Istanbul.

There were many highlights, the first being a scenic 
tour of the Bosphorus by boat, the national waterway 
that divides Asia and Europe. We saw Imperial palaces, 
castles and palatial homes. 

We spent the next day and a half in Cappadocia visiting 
the underground city of Kaymakli where early Christians 
lived secretly to survive and keep their faith. We also 
went to Pasabaglari (Monk’s Valley) and Goreme Valley 
where rock cave churches were hollowed out of volcanic 
ash. Many fairy chimneys with multiple stems and caps 
can be found here, this type of landscape and rock 
formation being incredible and unique to this area. The 
monks and nuns also lived in these carved out fortresses. 

While it was possible that St. Paul may have passed 
through Cappadocia during his third missionary journey, 
he and Barnabus certainly came to Konya, Yalvac, Perge 
and Antalya where we saw ruins of the old cities. Yalvac’s 
history goes back to 280BC and it is where St. Paul 
opened Christianity to the world. Antalya is where  
St. Paul began preaching after arriving from Cyprus.

After leaving Anatalya, which was on the Mediterranean 
Sea, we went to the ruins of ancient cities namely 
Hierapolis, Laodicea and Pamukkale. The ruins included 
theatres, stadiums, a water tower and an Odeon. 
Laodicea also has one of the seven churches from the 
book of The Revelation. The city of Hierapolis had a very 
large Jewish element in the city, which most likely was an 
important factor in the rapid expansion of Christianity.

The next day we departed for Aphrodisias. This city was 
famous for the temple of Aphrodite. Then we arrived at 
Miletus on the Aegean Sea whose history dates back to 
800BC. Highlights here are the Lion Harbour that St. Paul 
sailed into. It was at Miletus that St. Paul addressed the 
elders of Ephesus on his journey back to Jerusalem and 
ultimately martyrdom in Rome. We continued to the port 
city of Kusadasi, which is a very nice city right on the 
Aegean Sea and a popular place for the cruise ships.

Then we visited the famous city of Ephesus. The tour 
began with the Basilica of St. John who came to Ephesus 
with the Virgin Mary and wrote his Gospel here. The 
Temple of Artemis considered as one of the Seven 
Wonders of the World, was located there. Ephesus is 
the most preserved archaeological site of Turkey and 
this ancient city was a wealthy, cultural and commercial 
centre in the past. St. Paul preached in this area with 
one of the highlights being the Library of Celsus. We also 
had a Mass at the House of the Virgin Mary where she is 
reputed to have spent her last years.

Unfortunately due to bad weather we were unable to 
visit Patmos in the Aegean Sea. We would have visited 
the cave of St. John.

Then we went to Bergama, Assos, Alexandrian Troas 
and finally Canakkale. We first stopped by the hauntingly 
beautiful Pergamon, one of the seven churches of the 
book of Revelation. Among the impressive structures of 
this city and dating from 399BC, we saw ruins of an  
Altar, Temple, Theatre and the 200,000 volume library. 
Arriving in Assos on foot from Troas a distance of about 
30 miles St. Paul preached here and went down to a little 
port on the shore to board a boat on his return journey 
to Jerusalem.

Then on to the city of Troy which has in fact nine cities 
superimposed one upon another. In the afternoon we 
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went to another highlight of our tour where we crossed 
the Dardanelles to land in Europe to begin our scenic 
drive down to Gallipoli, historically famous for being 
the site of many battles during WWI. We visited Anzac 
Cove, the ceremonial platform, and Lone Pine where we 
had a short ceremony including ‘The Last Post’ and the 
Australian flag.

Over the last two days which we spent in Istanbul we 
went to the Blue Mosque, a number of Museums, the 
Topkapi Palace which was huge and beautiful, and the 
underground Cisterns, a big reservoir. Last but not least 
we browsed around the exciting Grand Bazaar, a maze of 
over 4,000 tiny shops selling gold, jewellery, leatherwork, 
fine carpets and clothes. All the pilgrims enjoyed their 
trip in this fascinating and mountainous country, thanks 
to our great guide, Sema, and Fr. Wim.

Paul Finch

ST VINNIES 
CHRISTMAS HAMPERS
This year the St Vincent de Paul team will again be 
distributing a huge number of Christmas hampers to the 
needy in the area, made up of goods generously donated 
by parishioners.

And once again, the staff of Galluzzo’s Pharmacy 
Riverwood have very kindly donated their ‘Kris Kringle’ 
gifts to the appeal.

The hampers will be placed in bags donated to the parish 
by Ferndale Gardens Aged Care Facility at Mortdale. 

ARTICLES FOR THE BARK
Relevant contributions for The Bark are welcome. All 
articles should have a spiritual relevance to our church. 
Preference is for articles and pictures to be emailed to: 
domalati@hotmail.com Otherwise, leave at the Parish 
house with your name and contact details. Articles left 
anonymously will not be accepted. 

We prefer articles you have written yourself, and they 
will receive priority. Reprinting articles from other 
publications is a breach of copyright and cannot be used 
unless you have received approval from that publication. 
Likewise, articles in The Bark are not to be used 
elsewhere without permission from the editor.

When submitting articles keep them brief. Articles should 
be no more than 300 words. The shorter they are, the 
more likely they are to be read. Pictures help your article 
and make it more likely to be read. We encourage you to 
send articles and/or pictures of events directly related to 
our parish, such as Confirmation, First Holy Communion, 
Baptisms, etc held at the church, or key events in the 
lives of our parishioners. Also, stories about religious 
experiences in your life make good reading, such as 
visiting a church in another country.

Articles are published and edited at the editor’s discretion 
and no guarantee can be given that an article will appear. 

Opinions expressed in articles are those of the author 
and not necessarily those of The Bark, Our Lady of 
Fatima or the Catholic Church. 

Please support our advertisers without whose generous 
support The Bark would not be printed.

Happy Christmas.

Advertise your business in The Bark
It’s good value. Supply your own ad or we can do it for you.
Contact Dominic Alati   domalati@hotmail.com   Ph 0402 131 072

Peakhurst  
Garden Centre  

your local nursery 
Come and see us for all your  

gardening needs
 

Expert advice 7 days a week  
Special orders on request 

Delivery available 
Landscaping Service available  
Come in for an espresso coffee 

Competitive pricing and friendly staff  
Come and see the difference

874 Forest Road Peakhurst 
Ph 9533 4239

Email sales@peakhurstgardencentre.com.au
Mon to Sat 8:30am - 5pm. Sun 9am - 4pm.
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THE NORTHS’ VISIT  
TO FATIMA 

Jim and Carmel North had a terrific experience while on 
holiday in Europe, visiting Fatima in Portugal.

The photos are from the Holy Trinity Church, the site of 
the apparition of the Blessed Virgin to three shepherd 
children in 1917. Hundreds of pilgrims and tourists visit 
the site very day. The square is twice as large as  
St Peter’s in Vatican City. 

TAPESTRY
From the moment we are born 
To the moment we leave this earth, 
We weave a tapestry. 
Stitched with smiles, 
And stitched with tears. 
Coloured with memories 
Of times both good and bad.

A tapestry, that is the artistic work of our life. 
The colour green is for the family stitched into our days. 
The colour purple is for our dreams. 
The colour blue is for the times we felt sad and thought 
no one was listening. 
The colour red is for the times when love bound our 
wounds and gave us strength.

In this tapestry is also woven the friends along the way. 
The colour yellow is for our friends. 
The ones who were there when we had blue days,  
To give us sunshine. 
The ones who were there to share our purple days of 
dreams, 
And those who were there to lean on when we couldn’t 
stand alone.

Some of these friends shared our days of youth. 
Some shared our older years. 
Some stayed only a short time, 
While others stayed a life time.

Orange is for the strangers, 
Who seemed to have been sent, 
just for a moment, 
To show us the way.

How lucky are we, to have been given the gift  
To weave our tapestry. 
How lucky are we to have had those special people as 
part of the tapestry of our life.

The world is full of the most beautiful colours,  
The colours of the tapestries of people’s lives.

J. Dawkins (2009)
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FUNNIES
After the christening of his baby brother in church, Jason 
sobbed all the way home in the back seat of the car.

His father asked him three times what was wrong. 

Finally, the boy replied, “That priest said he wanted us 
brought up in a Christian home, and I wanted to stay 
with you guys.”

On a sunny Sunday afternoon, two young church 
members were going door to door to invite people to 
visit their services. 

When they knocked on one door, it was immediately 
clear the woman who answered was not happy to  
see them.

She told them in no uncertain terms that she did not 
want to hear their message, and before they could say 
anything more, she slammed the door in their faces.

To her surprise, however, the door did not close; in fact, 
it bounced back open. She tried again, really putting her 
back into it, and slammed it again with the same result – 
the door bounced back open.

Convinced these rude young people were sticking their 
foot in her door, she reared back to give it a slam that 
would teach them a lesson. 

Just then, one of them said quietly: “Ma’am, before you 
do that again, you really need to move your cat.”

In Sunday School, the children were asked to draw 
pictures from their favourite bible stories.

The teacher was puzzled by one child’s picture, which 
showed four people on an aeroplane, so the teacher 
asked the child which story he was drawing.

“The flight to Egypt”, was his reply.

Pointing at each figure, the teacher said, “That must 
be Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus. But who is the fourth 
person?”

“Oh,” he said, “that’s Pontius – the pilot.” 

The young girl had been learning the Lord’s Prayer, 
repeating the lines after her mother. 

Finally, she decided to go solo. She carefully enunciated 
each word right up to the end of the prayer: “Lead us 
not into temptation,” she prayed, “but deliver us some 
E-mail. Amen.”

God told Noah: “I’m going to make it rain until the 
whole earth is covered with water and all the evil people 
are destroyed. I want to save a few good people and 
two of every kind of living thing on the planet. I am 
commanding you to build an ark.” And in a flash of 
lightning He delivered the specifications for the Ark. 
“Okay” said Noah, trembling with fear. 

In time the sky got dark and rain began to fall lightly. 

God looked down and saw Noah sitting in his front 
yard, weeping, and there was no ark. “Noah”, said God, 
“where is the ark?” 

“Lord, please forgive me”, begged Noah, “I did my best 
but there were problems. First I had to get a building 
permit for the Ark Construction Project and your plans 
didn’t meet code. So I hired an engineer to re-draw 
the plans. Then I got into a fight over the fire sprinkler 
system and size and location of the handicapped restroom. 

“Then my neighbour objected, claiming I was violating 
zoning by building the Ark in my front yard, so I had to 
get a variance from the City Planning Commission. 

“Next, I had a problem getting enough wood for the Ark 
because there was a ban on cutting the trees. Another 
group joined in trying to save the Spotted Owl. 

“I had to convince the Fish and Wildlife Agency that I 
needed the wood to save the owls. They wouldn’t let me 
catch my owls, so no owls. 

“The carpenters went on strike, so I had to negotiate a 
settlement. I still don’t have any owls. 

“I started gathering up the animals and got sued by an 
animal rights group. 

“When I got that suit dismissed, the EPA notified 
me that I couldn’t complete the Ark without filing an 
Environmental Impact Statement on your proposed flood. 
They didn’t take kindly to the idea that they had no 
jurisdiction over the conduct of a Supreme Being.  
Still no owls. 

“Then the Corp of Engineers wanted a map of the 
proposed new flood plane. I sent them a globe. 

“The Tax Department seized all my assets, claiming that 
I’m trying to avoid paying taxes by leaving the country. 

“Lord, I really don’t think I can build this Ark, at least not 
get started for another five years”, wailed Noah. 

The sky began to clear, the sun began to shine and a 
beautiful rainbow arched across the sky. 

Noah looked up and smiled, “You mean you’re not going 
to destroy the earth?” 

“No”, said the Lord. “The government already has.”
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CATHOLIC CHURCH PEAKHURST 
PARISH OF OUR LADY OF FATIMA

825 FOREST ROAD PEAKHURST 2210 

Priest (non-resident) Parish Priest: Fr John Crothers Assistant: Fr Van Nguyen 
Parish Secretary: Ruth Meagher – PH: 9533 2594 – Fax: 9533 5908 – Email: olfpeakhurst@atu.com.au

  

LITURGIES 
Saturday Vigil: 5pm Sunday: 9:15am and 6pm Wednesday and Friday: 9:30am Mass followed by Rosary

SACRAMENTAL SCHEDULE 
Baptism: 10:30am 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Contact Parish House for details. 
Marriage: Six months notice required. Contact Parish House for details. 
Anointing: Any time day 9533 2594 or night 9580 1310. 
Reconciliation: Saturday 4:30pm. 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Charles Centorrino (Chair), Garry McSweeney, Deb Cummins, Richard Allison, Fran Harvey, John Benfield. 

THE BARK 
Dominic Alati 0402 131 072   domalati@hotmail.com
Thanks to the following people who help produce The Bark: The Artwork Team, John Vaux, Ruth Meagher, Fr John,  
Fr Van, the Leadership Team, everyone who contributed articles, the advertisers and supporters.

Randwick Motor Group

Your friendly, family owned Nissan and Suzuki Dealership 
Serving Sydney for over twenty years

See us for all new Nissan and Suzuki models and a wide range of used cars. 
We also service all makes and models.

265 Avoca Street, Randwick NSW 2031. Phone: (02) 9398 7666 
New Car Sales Enquiries: sales@randwickmotorgroup.com.au   Used Car Sales Enquiries: used@randwickmotorgroup.com.au 

Service Department Enquiries: service@randwickmotorgroup.com.au


