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FUNDING FOR 
EAST TIMOR 
OUR LARGEST 
PROJECT
The wheels are in motion for Our 
Lady Of Fatima Peakhurst to assist 
the parish of Aileu in East Timor.

It will be the largest financial 
assistance project undertaken by  
the Lending A Hand Team.

The aim of the project is to help complete construction 
of the church for the local community, serviced by two 
South Korean priests. Previous funding for the church has 
come from Korea. 

The project came about following Fr Moses’ visit to the 
area in 2013. Fr Moses had an association as one of the 
two priests, Fr John Cho, was the parish priest where 
Fr Moses served in Korea. The Lending A Hand Team 
agreed to take on the project after Fr Moses presented 
the needs of the remote East Timorese parish. 

One of the benefits of the project is that it will provide 
employment for local people as the funds from Our Lady  
Of Fatima will go towards sourcing labour and locally 
made material.

The East Timorese project is just another undertaken by 
the busy Lending A Hand team.

Other Lending A Hand projects included funding for the 
School Of St Jude in Tanzania, cleaning Ivory House, 
providing meals at St Canice’s, funding a medical student 
in Uganda, helping a hospital in the Philippines and 
parishes around Australia, and purchasing a motorised 
wheelchair for a young boy from the Riverina.

See the article on the East Timor project on pages 6 & 7.

Dominic Alati
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WHAT’S AHEAD? 
NEWS FROM THE 
LEADERSHIP TEAM
Maintenance Program: As mentioned in the March 
Leadership Team Newsletter attached to the Parish 
Bulletin, the Leadership Team is embarking on an 
extensive Maintenance Program over the next two years.

The impetus for this is the 50th Anniversary of the Parish 
which occurs on 12 May 2016. (The 50th anniversary of 
the opening of the church is 13 October 2018).

The Leadership Team and Finance Committee have now 
accepted quotations for:
• Exterior painting of the church, hall and house, and 

interior painting of the church and hall ($26,400). 
The interior of the house was painted only a few 
years ago;

• Replacement of the curtains in the hall ($2,855); and
• Replacement of the church projector screen ($1,350).

Quotations are being sought for:
• Repairs and resurfacing of the vermiculite ceiling 

of the front porch of the church (from specialist 
contractors);

• Safety improvements to the front porch of the church 
including widening of the concrete area towards the 
carport and fitting with safety rail and gates at the 
new steps, regrading of the wheelchair ramp and 
regrading of the footpath up to Forest Road; and

• Re-staining of the church pews. The pews have not 
been re-stained for about 20 years and are in need  
of repair.

Finance: Members of the Parish Finance Committee 
will be speaking to parishioners at the Sunday Masses in 
coming weeks about the Parish finances.

Objectives for 2014: At its April meeting, the 
Leadership Team will be continuing to examine its 
objectives for 2014 (and beyond) under the headings 
of Liturgy, Faith Development, Parish Community, Wider 
Community and Administration.

As mentioned in the March Leadership Team Newsletter, 
priorities for the Leadership Team would be the youth  
of the Parish, recruitment for the Ministries, engaging 
more parishioners, providing more opportunity for 
fellowship amongst parishioners and revitalising the 
Parish for the future.

Parish Profile: The Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference prepares a parish profile of the Catholic 
population of every parish in Australia based on  
statistics obtained from the Australian census. A  
separate article on our Parish Profile is in this issue  
of The Bark (page 14).

The Leadership Team

FRIENDSHIP GROUP

Our little group is going very well. Seven new guests 
were welcomed this year bringing our number of guests 
to 26, plus 10 helpers who transport some of our guests 
to the hall then back home every second Thursday. 

We play cards and board games each fortnight. Bingo is 
played every six weeks with small prizes for the winners. 

Our helpers generously supply biscuits with a cuppa 
at 10am and also sandwiches and cakes for lunch at 
12noon.

Helen Cozzi

Advertise your Business
Support The Bark, Support the Parish.

It’s good value. Supply your own ad or we can do it for you.
Contact Dominic Alati   domalati@hotmail.com   Ph 0402 131 072
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LENDING A HAND  
AT ST CANICE’S
On Sunday February 2nd this year, another willing and 
enthusiastic group of OLF parishioners headed off once 
again the St Canice’s at Elizabeth Bay to feed the hungry.

I am sure that you have read about this bi-annual event 
that Lending A Hand conducts many times before, but…
how does this all come about?

Our trips to St Canice’s are a Lending A Hand initiative 
championed by the bundle of energy that is Julia Goff.
Julia is the single driving force behind the St Canice’s 
visits. She calls for the volunteers then co-ordinates 
which willing hands will do which tasks.

Julia sources the recipe for the dinner then drives around 
herself delivering containers to the homes of all the 
willing cooks.

She then opens up the parish house and is there to 
accept all the lovingly prepared cakes, slices, biscuits, 
fruit and main meals donated by the OLF parishioners.
Julia does the shopping, compiling packs of vegies, 
cartons of custard and loaves of bread.

On the day of our visit, she rallies the troops for an early 
departure from the church. When we arrive in convoy at 
Elizabeth Bay, she ensures that everyone is busy with a 
job and made to feel part of the team.

Some butter bread, make up cake plates, others set the 
tables and give the floor a sweep. While all of this is 
going on Julia ensures the vegies are cooking and the 
meatballs are heating.

When all the preparations are made, she sits us all 
down with a cup of tea and makes sure that everyone, 
especially those new to the excursion are comfortable 
and prepared for the job ahead.

Next we join as a team to feed the very grateful 200 
customers who file through the St Canice’s dining room.

This is always an extremely rewarding day in which to  
be involved whether you bake cakes or slices, serve 
lunch, make meatballs, wash dishes or engage our 
visitors in conversation.

I remember well the first time I went with Lending a 
Hand to St Canice’s and I asked Julia in wonder… “How 
does all this happen?”

None of this wonderful, giving opportunity would happen 
without the vision, drive, enthusiasm and generosity 
of Julia Goff. Julia truly demonstrates to us all what it 
means to be “Lending A Hand”.

Emma Williams 
Pictures are from the most recent visit to St Canice's. 
Julia is pictured top left, seventh from left.
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DID YOU KNOW 
A few years ago in The Bark, we heard 
about parishioner Maureen Busuttil and 
her need of a kidney transplant. We are 
pleased to hear that Maureen received a 
new kidney on 10 September last year, 
and is doing very well. How wonderful that 
someone should donate an organ for the 
benefit of a complete stranger. We wish 
Maureen and her lovely family all the best.

The Welcoming Team recently got together 
at the home of John and Maria Vaux for 
a very enjoyable dinner. The night was filled with good 
food, wine and lots of stories.

We wish Fr John a good extended break as he takes 
some well-earned long service leave.

Congratulations to Robert and Marissa de Marcellis on 
the recent birth of a little boy, Joshua. Baby Joshua 
brings great joy to the family and he is being doted on 
by his two sisters Sienna and Arnaka and will be a great 
playmate for Xavier.

Our parishioners still have the travel bug – we have 
Noelene and Harvey Hammond who will be off for a 
three month break but this time they are staying in the 
country and taking their caravan up to Queensland where 
they will be visiting family and friends and visiting some 
of the places they have not yet seen. Also, Helen and 
Peter Cozzi are soon off to Europe for another jaunt.

Also off abroad is Donna Ryan-Alati, heading to New York 
to celebrate a milestone birthday with her two friends. 
She’s leaving Dom and the girls to fend for themselves 
for a short while.

Sad that Garry Cummins recently passed away. His 
funeral was at Our Lady Of Fatima on Monday 31 March.

There was great jubilation recently in the Greene family. 
Frances was celebrating a special birthday and to her 
surprise daughter Michelle arrived from London and 
Katherine arrived from New York. Unfortunately Ben, 
who was unable to make the trip from London Skyped 
his mother on the day. One would think that this was 
enough jubilation, but no, another daughter Allyson 
announced her engagement to Jack Broughton. It was 
certainly a weekend that will be remembered for a long 
time to come. Congratulations to you all.

How nice it was to see Evelyn Graham receive 
recognition for the work she did as leader of the 
parish Catechists. It’s a challenging job that she did – 
challenging because there were always too few catechists 
to go round and teach the children in our local state 
schools. Evelyn received some flowers at Mass late last 
year from Fr John. 

The Catholic Women’s League had a parade of knitwear 
recently. The work is done by a group of women from 
the Illawarra district and they do beautiful work on the 
knitting machines. If any of the guests like any particular 
garment and it is not their size, whoever made the 
garment will knit one up in your size and send it to you. I 
recently had that experience and they were delivered to 
me this week – a perfect fit. Getting back to the parade, 
it was a great success. A light lunch was provided and 
those who came really enjoyed themselves. We would 
like to thank the ladies of the parish who supported us. 

Staying on the Catholic Women’s League, they have 
filled three Silver Circles and it is now in progress with 
some lucky people receiving their prizes every week. 
Congratulations to the winners.

We’re looking forward to the 9.15am Mother’s Day Mass. 
The Children’s Liturgy Team has something special 
planned and it’s bound to be unforgettable. 

Inez Mullen
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to Jenni Payne for again conducting the Altar Servers 
Training Course. We have almost lost track but we think 
next year will be 25 years for Jenni as “coach” of the 
Altar Servers Team. Fr John might have to shout a bottle 
of champagne!

The Stations of the Cross were held in the church, as a 
special devotion during the Lenten Season, on Mondays 
17 and 31 March with a good number of parishioners 
attending. Our thanks again to Dominic Alati for 
organising the Stations of the Cross. 

Our Lenten Reconciliation Paraliturgy was held in 
the church at 7.30pm on Monday 7 April. Holy Week 
commences on 13 April with Palm Sunday. The Easter 
Triduum began with the evening Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper on Holy Thursday, reaches its high point in the 
Easter Vigil and closes on the evening of Easter Sunday. 

In the Easter season, I would like to thank, on behalf of 
the Liturgy Committee, everyone involved from the Parish 
in making our liturgies special. Thank you for giving so 
generously of your time in so many ways.
 
David Payne
For the Liturgy Committee

LITURGY LINES 
 
Christmas was a very special time in the Parish. The 
Christmas Masses were particularly well attended. 
The Children’s Mass was a real highlight with many 
compliments coming the way of the Children’s Liturgy 
Group. Well done. We look forward to next Christmas to 
see what’s in store!

As usual, January was a fairly quiet time in regard to 
Liturgy in the Parish with a number of Ministries having a 
well-earned break over the holiday period.

The Sundays in Ordinary Time commenced on 19 
January. Ordinary Time is devoted to celebrating the 
Mystery of Christ in all its aspects.

On the weekend of 25/26 January our Masses focused 
on Australia Day enabling us to give thanks for our 
wonderful country.

Our Lenten Season commenced with Ash Wednesday on 
5 March. Lent is a penitential season of prayer, self-denial 
and helping others in preparation for Easter. Our theme 
for the Sundays during Lent is the “Lenten Tree”. Our 
thanks to John Vaux for his good work on the front wall 
of our church.

About 80 parishioners attended both of Fr John’s Lenten 
Talks – “The Catholic Church through the Centuries” 
on 10 March and “Pope Francis and the Contemporary 
Catholic Church” on 24 March. Both talks inspired many 
questions and gave those who attended much to reflect 
on. Our thanks to Fr John for his Lenten Talks.

Five children from our Parish – Riana Estigoy, Kassandra 
Lim, Emilia Paino, Hannah Ridley and Jack Ridley – 
were welcomed as new Altar Servers on 16 March. 
Congratulations to the children and a big thank you

Licensed Real Estate Agent 
Auctioneer

Joe Pizzolato
Elite Partners Real Estate 

(M) 0403 488 487
(W) 02 9713 2900

Email: joe@elitepartners.com.au
Web: www elitepartners.com.au 
273 Belmore Rd Riverwood 2210  

St George office

Highest price  
achieved for homes  

in Riverwood 
(September) &  

Peakhurst Heights 
(March)
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LENDING A HAND 
ASSISTING  
EAST TIMOR
During March, Lending A Hand announced that it 
would be providing financial assistance on behalf of 
OLF Peakhurst to the parish of Aileu in East Timor, 
to complete a partially built church in one of the 
five towns in the region. 

At present there is only one church building in 
the main town, with Mass celebrated in temporary 
structures in the other towns. 

In recent years the Lending A Hand team has often 
discussed assisting potential causes in Timor, but 
with Fr Moses’s report on his visit there last year, 
describing the conditions, this seemed to be an 
ideal opportunity. 

As East Timor is one of the poorest countries 
in the world and a close neighbour to Australia, 
providing assistance to the people there is 
clearly a worthwhile cause in itself. However the 
connection that Fr Moses has with the Korean 
priests ministering to the people in Aileu provided 
added appeal. This is similar to 2005 when Lending 
A Hand, on behalf of the parish, provided funds 
to purchase computers for seminarians in the 
Philippines where our assistant priest at the time, 
Fr Manuel Santiago, had previously taught. 

The connection between Fr Moses and Fr Manuel 
makes this a more personal donation than providing 
assistance to any another organisation where we 
don’t have a similar connection.

On the weekend of 29/30 March, a representative 
of Caritas, Mark Green spoke about his experience 
in East Timor and about Caritas’s approach of 
requiring recipients to take ownership of projects 
that Caritas funds. Our assistance is similar to 
that of Caritas, in that the funds we are providing 
are for materials together with providing some 
income for the local people who will manufacture 
components and complete the construction of the 
building. As explained in the article attached to  
the Bulletin on 8/9 March, there is limited 
opportunity for the people to earn income and so 
this was an added incentive for our decision to 
support this project. 

This will be the single largest individual project, 
financially, undertaken by Lending A Hand. 
A considerable amount of research was done 
around this project by the Lending A Hand team 
and Fr Moses. Questions were asked and answers 
provided to ensure that we were comfortable with 
proceeding. Given the basic conditions experienced 
by the local people, the question asked, “Was a 
church the primary wish of the people?” and the 
advice was that this was the case. As Fr Moses 
explained when he spoke of his visit, the local 
people wore their “ordinary” clothes during the 
week and then wore their “best” clothes on Sunday 
to attend church. There is a water supply, provided 
by United Nations, but electricity, whilst available, 
is unreliable and as Fr Moses experienced, 
collecting firewood for cooking is the norm. 

The funds will be administered by Fr John Cho, who 
was Fr Moses’s parish priest in Korea, and we have 
had assurances that we will be regularly updated 
on progress. It is expected that the project will be 

completed in around six months, 
subject to weather conditions.

The following is some information 
on East Timor and the district of 
Aileu which may be of interest to 
parishioners:  

East Timor was colonised by 
Portugal in the 16th century. In 
late 1975, East Timor declared 
its independence but later that 
year was invaded and occupied by 
Indonesia. In 1999, following the 
United Nations-sponsored act of 
self-determination, Indonesia
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relinquished control of the territory, and East Timor 
became the first new sovereign state of the 21st 
century on 20 May, 2002. 

A UN-sponsored agreement between Indonesia 
and Portugal allowed for a UN-supervised popular 
referendum in August 1999. The resulting clear 
vote for independence was met with a punitive 
campaign of violence by East Timorese pro-
integration militia with the support of elements of 
the Indonesian military. 

An Australian-led international peacekeeping force 
was deployed until order was restored. According 
to Wikipedia, East Timor suffered under the rule of 
both Portugal and Indonesia. After independence, 
East Timor became a member of the United 
Nations. It is one of only two predominantly Roman 
Catholic countries in Asia, the other being the 
Philippines.

About 37.4% of the country’s population lives below 
the international poverty line and about 50% of the 
population is illiterate. 

Aileu is an administrative district of East Timor 
and has a population of 37,926 (Census 2004) and 
an area of 729 km². It is in the northwestern part 
of East Timor and is one of only two landlocked 
districts, bordering Dili to the north. Possibly due 
to its close proximity to Dili and relatively easy 
access, the Aileu District is the focus of various 

development programs from non-government 
agencies (NGOs). The Hume City Council 
and Moreland City Council in Melbourne have 
established a friendship relationship with the Aileu 
Distrist, called ‘Friends of Aileu’.

Tony Thorpe for Lending A Hand

Whether you’re after a delicious coffee, a light lunch or  
a sweet treat, DAI café has something for you to enjoy.
If you’re looking for a gift, something to brighten up  
your home or a reward for yourself, there is much to  

see here as Décor-Arte Interiors has two floors of  
beautiful gifts and homewares. 

We also provide interior design services at a very 
reasonable rate. Come in and have a chat with Tina.

Look forward to seeing you soon.

Unit 10 / 59–69 Halstead Street South Hurstville
T: (02) 9580 0800

E: info@decorarteinteriors.com.au
W: www.decorarteinteriors.com.au

Mon–Friday 9.00am–5.00pm (Café closes at 4.30pm)
Saturday 9.00am–2.00pm
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CHRISTMAS  
PAGEANT 2013

WHY NOT JOIN US? 
Grandviews has so much to offer. The clubhouse, function rooms and sports lounge have  

been refurbished. The beverages from the bar are unsurpassed and our wines will enhance  
the wonderful meals served in our restaurant.

      Our TreeTops Restaurant is now open with a new Chef and Staff.  
Come and check out the new and modern menu. 

Open Tuesday to Sunday.

Regular features are: Thursday Night Meat Raffle,  
Friday Night Monster Meat Raffle and Sunday Afternoon Meat Raffle 

 
The Club Grandviews courtesy bus takes away the worry of getting to  

and from the club. Now operating Thursday to Sunday.

Representative Players have pronounced Grandviews Greens the  
best in the metropolitan area, so why not join up for membership now.  

Free coaching is available.

Social Membership is $7 for one year,  
Social Membership $14 for three years  

         or Bowling Membership is $70 per year.

821 Forest Road, Peakhurst NSW 2210 Ph: 9533 2255 

COURTESY BUS OPERATES
Thursday 4.30pm - 8.30pm 
Friday 4.30pm - 10.30pm 

Saturday 5pm - 10pm 
Sunday 3pm - 7pm 

For the information of  
members and guests.

Every year 
at the Mass 
on Christmas 
Eve, we 
enjoy a 
pageant put 
on by the 
Children’s 
Liturgy. And 
every year it 
gets better 
and better. The pageant on the night before Christmas 
last year was a great success. Congratulations to the team 
who produced it, and of course especially to the children 
who performed. 
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• Clinic Sister • Chemist Club  
Free Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Testing

REVLON • L’OREAL • DARRELL LEA • CALVIN KLEIN

Shop 11-14, 247 Belmore Road  
Riverwood South

Ph: 9534 2000 Fax: 9533 3096

GALLUZZO’S  
RIVERWOOD  

PLAZA PHARMACY

ALTAR SOCIETY
The offical photographer of The Bark captured some of 
the hardworking team from the Altar Society busily doing 
their jobs before Christmas.

The team always keeps our church clean, neat and 
looking a picture with flower arrangements.

CATCH THE TAYLORS  
Music is so important to our liturgies, and we’re fortunate 
at Our lady Of Fatima to have several excellent choirs 
and music combinations.

The Taylors, pictured above, play at the 6pm Mass on the 
first Sunday of each month.

They also play at the Children’s Mass on Christmas Eve, 
when this picture was taken. 

If you haven’t been to a Mass when the Taylors are 
playing, you’re missing something special. 
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FEELIN’ A BIT 
LIKE ARNOLD 
SCHWARZENEGGER 
Over the years I’d listened to the heartfelt pleas from 
our Catechists for assistance with the scripture classes in 
our three local State primary schools. I’d always said to 
myself – “When I retire, I could give that a go!” I’d even 
promised Evelyn Graham, our wonderful and devoted 
Catechist Co-ordinator for so many, many years, that she 
could count on me for help!

Anyway, time has now caught up with me and I find 
myself being a Catechist and standing in front of my 
“charges” feelin’ a bit like Arnold Schwarzenegger in 
Kindergarten Cop (but, without the muscles, of course!!)

You would remember the movie! Arnie is the undercover 
cop pretending to be a Kindergarten teacher in a 
classroom full of rascals!

Unlike Arnold, who thought being a Kindergarten teacher 
would be “a piece of cake” (but quickly got a reality 
check), I realised that I’d be a bit out of my comfort zone 
as a Catechist, having no teaching experience.

But, for an “old bloke”, I think I’m going OK! But, don’t 
ask the kids, please!

I have a Year 4 class at Peakhurst West and a composite 
Year 3/4 class at Peakhurst South. The children are great 
but a bit “chatty” (compared to my day anyway – but 
that’s ancient history!) 

I’m still on my “trainer wheels”, of course, but I’m now 
feeling more comfortable with the children. It also helps 
once you know all their names and they get to know you.

It’s made easier for us with the good quality lesson 
material that is available and particularly the Student 
Activity Books that the children use. 

The Parish has a substantial amount of Resource Material 
too and my fellow Catechists (and Lynelle) have made 
me feel really welcome – they are all such wonderful, 
faith-filled people.

I’ve been thinking that this Ministry is perhaps one of  
the most important we have in our Parish – spreading 
God’s word. Sharing our faith with our Parish children  
is a privilege!

I’m thinking, if I can do it, anyone can!

So, next time there are those heartfelt pleas from our 
Catechists for assistance, think seriously about joining 
the team – it’s great fun and very rewarding!

And, if anyone has a copy of Kindergarten Cop,  
can I borrow it sometime please? I’m wondering if  
Arnold Schwarzenegger might have some tips on 
classroom management!

David Payne 
L-Plate Catechist

CHRISTMAS BULLETIN  
Did you notice the special edition of the Bulletin at 
Christmas? It’s the second year that the parish has 
produced a glossy Bulletin specifically for the  
Christmas Masses. 

With so many visitors to our church at Christmas, we 
thought it would be a good idea to tell everyone about 
the fabulous people in our parish and the work they are 
doing to support the local community and further afield.

Advertise your Business
Support The Bark, Support the Parish.

It’s good value. Supply your own ad or we can do it for you.
Contact Dominic Alati   domalati@hotmail.com   Ph 0402 131 072



PAGE 11

A NOTE FROM ST JUDE
Among the many projects of the Lending A Hand Team is 
the sponsorship of the School of St Jude in Tanzania. 

The school kindly keeps us up to date on where our 
money is being put to use.

The following email was received just before Christmas:

Dear All at Our Lady Of Fatima Catholic Church,

Thank you very much for your support of Twiga so far! 
Both the passengers of Twiga and our entire school, truly 
appreciate your wonderful generosity!

Please find attached an update full of information and 
photographs all about Twiga, so that you can catch up on 
its travels throughout 2013.

If you have any questions about your sponsorship of 
Twiga, please feel free to contact us.

Asante sana (thank you very much in Kiswahili) once 
again for keeping Twiga safe, comfortable and on the 
road all year round!

Wishing you a very happy holiday season and a great 
2014,

From all of us here at St Jude’s

Rebecca Miller 
Sponsor Communications Team

MARRIAGE RENEWAL 
You have been asked to save the date – 8 August 2014. 
that's when we will be celebrating a Marriage Renewal in 
the parish. 

The last time the parish had a Marriage Renewal was in 
June 2002. Having another has been proposed (no pun 
intended) for several years, and will go ahead in August. 

LENTEN PROGRAM
As we headed towards Easter, our Lenten program 
helped our preparation, with talks by Fr John, Stations of 
the Cross and the Lenten Reconciliation Paraliturgy. 

Fr John’s Lenten Talks covered the topics “The Catholic 
Church through the Centuries” and “Pope Francis and 
the Contemporary Catholic Church”. Big crowds attended 
each of the sessions.

The Stations of the Cross that we present during Lent are 
very personal reflections, inviting us to look at our lives, 
our decisions and choices while Jesus walks the steps 
towards his death. 

Our Stations are not versions where you are required 
to continuously kneel, stand and genuflect. Instead 
you remain seated so you can focus more fully on the 
emotional journey while the Stations are projected on 
the screen. Each week, a different series of Stations 
are used, taken from artworks around the world. It is a 
tradition that the images used in the first week are the 
ones hanging in our own church.

The Lenten Reconciliation Paraliturgy is also a moving 
service. It includes the Laying On Of Hands.
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WINCHESTER, LONNON & KLEIN  
- Chartered Accountants - 

Corporate And Personal Taxation Specialists 

Peter J Winchester ACA 
Also offering Investment, Retirement, Insurance, Superannuation,  

Mortgage Elimination and Leasing Services with 
Professional Investment Services P/L 

ABN 11074608558 FINANCIAL PLANNERS AFS Licence No 234951

Tom Ryan MAppFin BSc DipEd DipFinPlan CFP 
617-621 Forest Rd, Bexley NSW 2207. Ph: (02) 8567 6333 Fax: (02) 9587 1176

ON A MISSION!
Even in retirement, an engineer needs a 
project! Maybe mine can be St Patrick’s 
Cemetery, North Parramatta!

St Patrick’s Cemetery is located at the 
intersection of Church Street and Pennant 
Hills Road and is the oldest Catholic 
cemetery in Australia. It operated for 150 
years from 1822 to 1972. The cemetery 
also has the oldest mortuary chapel in 
Australia, built in 1844.

My interest in the cemetery goes back 
a few years, when I was involved in the 
widening of Church Street adjacent to 
the cemetery. As part of the project, 
enhancements were carried out to the 
Church Street frontage of the cemetery including rural 
type fencing, repairs to the gateways, landscaping and 
signage, as compensation for the impact of the project 
on the “heritage fabric” of the precinct. The end result 

was a vast improvement, with the heritage community 
well satisfied.

Sadly, the inside of the cemetery is a different story!  
The cemetery was neglected by the Catholic Church 
when it had charge and has been similarly neglected 
by Parramatta City Council since it took control in 1972.  
Much of the monumental masonry and other fabric within 
St. Patrick’s is in poor condition. Vandalism, neglect and 
the continual aging of monuments have meant that 
many monuments are now in disrepair. Over half of 
the approximately 400 monuments in the cemetery are 
damaged, broken and fallen.

A Conservation Plan prepared in 1995 for Parramatta 
City Council made 25 recommendations for the future 
management of the cemetery which have mostly 
not been acted on. Estimates at that time for the 
conservation work required in the cemetery amounted 
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to $360,000, probably about $600,000 in today’s 
dollars! Where should this funding come from? The 
cemetery is classified by the National Trust and is on 
the State Heritage Register, so I think there is argument 
that Federal, State and Local Governments all have a 
responsibility, along with the Catholic Church. Maybe 
there is a Catholic philanthropist out there who could also 
help the cause!

As Judith Dunn, Convenor, Historic Graves Committee, 
Parramatta and District Historical Society wrote in 1988 
about St Patrick’s:

“For the many Catholics buried in this cemetery who 
in the early days suffered for their faith, for those who 
faced floggings rather than attend services other than 
their own, for the fiercely independent Irish, convicts 
and free settlers alike who yearned for the comfort of 
their own religion when alive and the peace of their own 

‘God’s Acre’ when dead, 
the preservation of this 
historic cemetery is no 
more than they deserve”. 

What convinced me that 
all this was a worthy 
cause was something that 
I read only recently that 
any children who died 
whilst in the care of the 
nearby Roman Catholic 
Orphanage (1844-1886) 
were buried in unmarked 
graves as paupers at  
St Patrick’s Cemetery. 

The preservation of this 
historic cemetery in the 
Parramatta district is no 

more than these “little ones” deserve as well! 

It’s about our Catholic heritage in Australia!

It may lead nowhere, but I’m on a mission anyway!

David Payne
P.S. Any ideas, welcomed!

PROFESSIONAL 
ADVERTISING 

SERVICES
Copywriting

Editing
Ads, websites, brochures, catalogues, e-marketing.

Proofreading
Ads, websites, tenders, uni assignments.

Full advertising services available,  
including graphic design, artwork creation,  

printing, brochure distribution.

 
Dominic Alati

domalati@hotmail.com
Ph 0402 131 072

ABN: 21 206 556 070
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PARISH SOCIAL PROFILE
The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference prepares a 
parish profile of the Catholic population of every parish in 
Australia based on statistics obtained from the Australian 
census. The social profile of each parish has been 
developed as a resource for pastoral planning. Our parish 
profile was given to us at the end of 2013.

The data in the parish profile applies to all those people 
living within the boundaries of each parish that identifies 
themselves as Catholics in the census.

The parish profile is provided as a planning tool to 
support parish life. It is hoped that this document can 
help a Catholic community in its pastoral planning.
The Leadership team has been reviewing the profile and 
will draw knowledge from it to know the parish and assist 
in planning for the future needs of Our Lady of Fatima.

Below is a snapshot of the report to give you an overview 
of the data obtained about the people residing in the 
boundaries of our parish.

Peakhurst Parish profile:
• Total population is 12,897
• Catholic population is 3,897
• Catholics make up 30% of the total population
• Median age of Catholics is 39 years
• Total Catholic families 1,474
• Catholics living alone 204
• 58% of Catholics are married
• 15% of Catholics are widowed
• 79% of Catholics were born in Australia
• Next highest percentage were born in Italy  

at 2.8%
• 42% of Catholic primary students attend  

Catholic primary schools
• 52% of Catholic primary students attend  

government schools
• 71% of Catholic secondary students attend  

Catholic high schools
• 21% of Catholic secondary students attend 

government high schools

More details on this report can be accessed online at 
pro.catholic.org.au/2011-Social-Profiles/Sydney/
 

ARTICLES FOR THE BARK 
Relevant contributions for The Bark are welcome. All articles 
should have a spiritual relevance to our church. Preference is 
for articles to be emailed to: domalati@hotmail.com Otherwise, 
leave at the Parish House with your name and contact details. 
Articles left anonymously will not be accepted. 

We prefer articles you have written yourself, and they will 
receive priority. Reprinting articles from other publications 
and the internet is a breach of copyright and cannot be used 
unless you have received approval. Likewise, articles in The 
Bark are not to be used elsewhere without permission from 
the editor or author.

Articles should be no more than 300 words. Pictures help your 
article and make it more likely to be read. We encourage you 
to send articles and/or pictures of events directly related to our 
parish, or key events in the lives of our parishioners. 

Articles are published and edited at the editor’s discretion and 
no guarantee can be given that an article will appear. 

Opinions on church issues are welcome. Opinions expressed  
in articles are those of the author and not necessarily those  
of The Bark, Our Lady of Fatima, Peakhurst or the  
Catholic Church. 

Please support our advertisers without whose generous 
assistance The Bark would not be printed.

Advertise your Business
Support The Bark, Support the Parish.

It’s good value. Supply your own ad or we can do it for you.
Contact Dominic Alati   domalati@hotmail.com   Ph 0402 131 072
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If students wrote the bible: 

Instead of God creating the world in six days and resting 
on the seventh, He would have put it off until the night 
before it was due and then pulled an all-nighter. 

The Last Supper would have been eaten the next 
morning -- cold. 

The Ten Commandments would actually be only five--
double-spaced and written in a large font. 

New edition would be published every two years in order 
to limit reselling. 

Forbidden fruit would have been eaten because it wasn’t 
cafeteria food. 

Paul’s letter to the Romans would become Paul’s email to 
abuse@romans.gov. 

Reason Cain killed Abel: they were roommates. 

Reason why Moses and followers walked in the desert  
for 40 years: they didn’t want to ask directions and look 
like freshmen.

  ----------------------

Q. How does Moses make his coffee?
A. Hebrews it.

Q. How do we know Peter was a rich fisherman?
A. By his net income.

Q. Why didn’t they play cards on the Ark?
A. Because Noah was standing on the deck.

Q. Why did the unemployed man get excited while 
looking through his Bible?
A. He thought he saw a job

Q. What kind of man was Boaz before he married?
A. Ruthless

  ----------------------

Songs from the bible

Noah: “Raindrops Keep Falling on My Head” 

Adam and Eve: “Strangers in Paradise” 

Lazarus: “The Second Time Around” 

Esther: “I Feel Pretty” 

Job: “I’ve Got a Right to Sing the Blues” 

Moses: “The Wanderer” 

Jezebel: “The Lady is a Tramp” 

Samson: “Hair” 

Salome: “I Could Have Danced All Night” 

Daniel: “The Lion Sleeps Tonight” 

Joshua: “Good Vibrations” 

Peter: “I’m Sorry” 

Esau: “Born To Be Wild” 

The Three Kings: “When You Wish Upon a Star” 

Jonah: “Got a Whale of a Tale” 

Elijah: “Up, Up, and Away” 

Methuselah: “Stayin’ Alive” 

Nebuchadnezzar: “Crazy”
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CATHOLIC CHURCH PEAKHURST 
PARISH OF OUR LADY OF FATIMA

825 FOREST ROAD PEAKHURST 2210 

Parish Priest: Fr John Crothers Assistant: Fr Moses Kim 
Parish Secretary: Lynelle Lembryk – PH: 9533 2594 – Fax: 9533 5908
Email: olfpeakhurst@atu.com.au – Web: www.ourladyoffatima.com.au

 

LITURGIES 
Saturday Vigil: 5pm Sunday: 9:15am and 6pm. Wednesday and Friday: 9:30am Mass followed by Rosary.

SACRAMENTAL SCHEDULE 
Baptism: 10:30am 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Contact Parish House for details. 
Marriage: Six months notice required. Contact Parish House for details. 
Anointing: Any time day 9533 2594 or night 9580 1310. 
Reconciliation: Saturday 4:30pm.
 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Robert De Marcellis (Chair), Frances Finch, Ronny Martinovic, David Payne, Agnes Webb, Emma Williams. 

THE BARK 
Dominic Alati 0402 131 072 domalati@hotmail.com
Thanks to the following people who help produce The Bark: Donna Ryan-Alati, John Vaux, Lynelle Lembryk,  
Fr John, Fr Moses, the Leadership Team, everyone who contributes articles, the advertisers and supporters.

SYDNEY MOTOR GROUP

Sydney City Nissan Sydney City Renault

93 O’Riordan St, Alexandria NSW  Ph: 9398 7666
sales@sydneymotorgroup.com.au   www.sydneymotorgroup.com.au


