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FR JOHN CELEBRATES 
25 YEARS IN THE 
PRIESTHOOD
On Tuesday 19 January this year, our Parish Priest,  
Father John Crothers, celebrated 25 years as a priest.

Both Penshurst and Peakhurst parishes held informal 
functions to mark the occasion. Peakhurst Parish gave  
Fr John a camera, which will be ideal for his holidays to 
Italy. Fr John cut a specially made donut cake, which he, 
and the younger parishioners, thoroughly enjoyed.

Fr John grew up in Ashfield, one of four children. As 
a child, John was involved in his parish, being an altar 
server. The thought of being a priest began welling in  
his mind, but it wasn’t until his final year at university 
that he gave it serious thought.

Fr John completed his  
BA Dip Ed in 1973. The 
following year he went 
into the seminary at 
Springwood where he 
spent three years  
studying Philosophy.  
This was followed by  
three years at Manly 
studying Theology. He  
left the seminary in 1978 
with one year to go before being ordained.

He taught in schools and did a bit of travelling for a few 
years. He also had another tussle with his conscience – 
this time over a girl to whom he was engaged.

In 1983 he returned to the seminary to complete his 
priestly studies. He became a deacon in 1984 and was 

ordained in January 1985. Sadly, later 
that year, his father passed away.

Fr John was first appointed as a Parish 
Priest in 1996 at Enmore/Tempe where 
he spent four years. He then moved to 
Penshurst and Peakhurst in 2000.

He acknowledges that he knew nothing 
about the parishes before being 
appointed to Penshurst and Peakhurst.

When he first arrived at Penshurst, he 
decided to take a look at Peakhurst as 
well, but he missed the turnoff (where 
Forest Road veers to the left at Henry 
Lawson Drive) and never found the 
church that day.

...Continued overleaf...
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Fr John was thrilled 
that the parish 
acknowledged his 
anniversary. “It’s so 
affirming for me to  
see the love and 
support of the 
people of the parish 
at Peakhurst, and 
I’m very grateful for 
that. It allows me to 
minister in a fruitful 
and enjoyable way.”

Being the down-to-earth man that he is, Fr John 
wanted celebrations to be on a parish level. “The parish 
energises me because of the energy. I feel the spirit  
and enthusiasm.” 

So, after 25 years as a priest, where to now for Father 
John Crothers?

In the short term: “I see myself still at Penshurst and 
Peakhurst”. And after that? “I want to do more  
serious writing.”

Which means? “I want to write a book on how I see the 
church from my experience having been a priest for 25 
years-plus.”

This will include “a more open and inclusive church that 
includes a role for women”, a topic of which we know  
Fr John has strong views. “It will look at the clericalism 
in the church. It will have a positive perspective covering 
the heart and soul of the church in the Gospel.”

He sees a time when “every baptised Catholic is treated 
the same.” When it will come, he doesn’t know.

Congratulations Father John on a career that has meant 
so much to so many people and 25 years devoted to the 
teachings of the Gospel.

Dominic Alati

DID YOU KNOW
It was with a sad heart that we heard of the death of 
Fr Paul Jacobs, who had been our Parish Priest prior to 
Fr John’s arrival. Fr Paul was a very gentle man and a 
friend to everyone who knew him. For the last few years 
Fr Paul was in a Retirement Village up Castle Hill area 
and he was very comfortable there, but then his health 
deteriorated and he died in Westmead Hospital after a 
short stay. Fr Paul will always be remembered as the 
softly spoken gentle giant and was loved by all. To his 
family, we extend our deepest sympathy.

They left the parish very quietly and when they were 
not seen at Mass, we suddenly realised that Jackie and 
Michael Balk had left the parish. We knew they were 
leaving and settling in beautiful Stanwell Tops, but we did 
not have a chance to say goodbye. Jackie and Michael 
were great workers for the parish, Michael on the Liturgy 
Committee and Jackie always there when needed, 
welcoming new people into the parish, organising the 
Sunday Morning Teas and just being there. They will both 
be sadly missed by all who knew them and we wish them 
good health, peace and happiness in their new home. We 
thank them both for all the work they did in our Parish.

Congratulations to David Forrester, son of Sue and 
Brian Roberts. For seven years David worked in various 
positions at Marist College Randwick, now he has been 
appointed as Deputy Head of Marist College North 
Sydney. This is a great step up the ladder; a position 
I am sure, David has worked and studied very hard to 
attain, so congratulations once again. Brian, careful, 
David will soon be up to your status.

Another of Sue and Brian’s sons, Stephen recently 
returned from, Auckland, New Zealand where he played 
in the men’s open division Trans Tasman Cup of Touch 
Football and, of course Stephen was in the team that 
won. Congratulations to Stephen and his team for a great 
achievement. Mum Sue and sister Cathie were there 
to cheer the team on. Not much is mentioned in the 
media about these particular sports, but I am sure the 
contestants train just as hard as the bigger named sports 
and their successes should be more widely advertised.

By now the Silver Circle is in full swing. Good luck to all 
who have participated and thank you for helping the 
Catholic Women’s League.

Until next time, God bless.

Inez Mullen 

Advertise your business in The Bark
It’s good value. Supply your own ad or we can do it for you.

Contact Dominic Alati   thebark@catholicchurch.org.au   Ph 0402 131 072
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ST CANICE’S 
WELL FED 
AND WELL 
READ
On Sunday 21 February, the 
biggest ever team from Our 
Lady of Fatima visited  
St Canice’s at Kings Cross to 
feed those in need.

Some of the team are regulars, 
while others were experiencing 
the St Canice’s kitchen for 
the first time. A hearty meal 
of meatballs, vegetables and 
sweets was served up to the 
150-plus customers.

The meatballs and sweets were 
all cooked by parishioners.  
As usual, the generosity of the parishioners meant no 
one went without a meal.

Regular Masterchef, Helen Cozzi, was unavailable this 
time around, so Richard Allison took the reins, and with 
the help of his apprentices, was ready on the dot of 
11am when the doors were opened to the patrons.

Something different, Sharon and Craig Moran brought 
hundreds of books and magazines donated by 
parishioners for the people at St Canice’s to take and 
enjoy. Sharon and Craig helped the people choose a 
good book or two.

This was the seventh visit by Our Lady of Fatima to St 
Canice’s, of which Julia Goff has organised and attended 
all. Others have attended most, including Peter and 
Helen Cozzi, Jo Fitzpatrick, Margaret Donlevy, Jessica 
Goff and Linda Pensabene. 

Dominic Alati 
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ST VINNIES 
HELPS OUT 
AGAIN WITH 
CHRISTMAS 
HAMPERS   
On Sunday 13 December, members 
of our church community helped to 
relocate all the wonderful donations of 
food and gifts to the hall to begin the 
organisation of packing the hampers. 
The food and gifts came down to the 
hall in large quantities and were soon 
organised into their appropriate areas.

Early on Monday 14 December, the St Vinnies team, 
together with many other willing helpers from the Church 
community and beyond, began the large task of packing 
approximately sixty hampers.

The delivery of hampers was made much easier thanks 
to Roger and Lesley Bortfield from NewsXpress who 
donated over a hundred carry bags. Many thanks to 
them for their kind generosity.

Special thanks must also go to the wonderful Staff of 
Galluzzo’s Pharmacy at Riverwood, who for the past four 
years have been generously donating beautifully chosen 
and wrapped gifts, particularly for the children of our 
needy families.

All our clients and their families were able to have a 
little extra for their Christmas celebrations thanks to the 
generosity and cooperation, not only of the members of 
Our Lady of Fatima St Vincent de Paul Conference, but 
also the church and our wider community.

Camille Philips  

GALLUZZOS ALWAYS 
READY TO HELP
Galluzzo’s Pharmacy would be one of the most generous 
businesses in the community, and the generosity extends 
beyond management.

The staff decided that they wouldn’t buy each other a 
gift. Instead they would donate a gift to a special cause. 
They chose to take a gift tag from Our Lady of Fatima 
and purchase a gift for the St Vincent de Paul hampers. 
2009 was the fourth year they did this.

What makes this all the more remarkable is that there 
are 45 members of staff ranging in ages from 17 to 60. 
And they are all from different faiths.

It is wonderful how the generosity of the staff of a local 
business reaches out to a catholic church and helps them 
build the hampers they distribute at Christmas.

Shop 11-14, 247 Belmore Road Riverwood South
Ph: 9534 2000 Fax: 9533 3096
• Clinic Sister • Chemist Club  

Free Blood Pressure and Blood Sugar Testing
 

REVLON • L’OREAL • DARRELL LEA • CALVIN KLEIN

GALLUZZO’S RIVERWOOD  
PLAZA PHARMACY
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CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
The Children’s Mass on Christmas Eve is one of the most 
popular Masses of the year.

The Children’s Liturgy Team do a great job organising the 
children to enact a Christmas story to relate the message 
of the Gospel.

The Mass ended with a sea of balloons and a delicious 
birthday cake for Jesus.   

UPDATE ON SOGOD 
HOSPITAL 
Last year, Tony and Rose Galluzzo began a project 
to raise money to purchase equipment for the 
Sogod Hospital in a remote part of the Philippines. 
They were motivated by the tragic death of their 
daughter-in-law’s friend who would have likely 
survived had there been basic equipment at 
the hospital. The following is an update on the 
project’s progress.

I have purchased two pulse oximeters at a cost of $3388. 
These are used to measure the amount of oxygen in 
the blood stream when oxygen is given. Also I have 
purchased surgical instruments (forceps, tweezers, 
scalpels) to the value of $448.

Also I have sent money to purchase and deliver to the 
people of the hospital six complete tanks of oxygen with 
regulators (which can be reused) and appropriate masks 
for the delivery of oxygen to the patient. The cost of this 
is $2100.

In all, I have sent equipment to the value of $6384 of 
which Our Lady of Fatima Lending a Hand committee and 
Catholic Women’s League contributed $5500. For this we 
are very thankful.

As well, Sam Galluzzo from Galluzzo’s Pharmacy has 
donated six nebulizers and 12 mask sets to the value of 
$1338. These nebulizers are for asthma sufferers and are 
so important in the treatment of such.

In due course, I will have photographs and letters of 
acknowledgement from the medical doctor in charge. 

Tony Galluzzo

Come and see us for all your gardening needs.  
Expert advice 7 days a week.  

Special orders on request.  
Delivery available. Landscaping Service available.  

Come in for an espresso coffee. 
Competitive pricing and friendly staff.  

Come and see the difference.

874 Forest Road Peakhurst NSW   Ph  9533 4239
Email  sales@peakhurstgardencentre.com.au
Mon to Sat 8:30am - 5pm. Sun 9am - 4pm.

Peakhurst  
Garden Centre  
your local nursery

Prepare your 
garden for 

Winter
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FR PAUL JACOBS
On 16 January this year Fr Paul Jacobs died. His funeral 
was held at St Declan’s Penshurst on 20 January.

Fr Paul was appointed Parish Priest of Penshurst in 1981 
and was given the additional responsibility as Parish 
Priest of Peakhurst in 1989. As Parish Priest, he was 
regarded as a good leader who connected well with  
the people. 

 He was warmly  
 received and highly  
 respected by the  
 Parish. Just as we  
 recently celebrated  
 Fr John’s 25th  
 anniversary, the parish  
 celebrated Fr Paul’s  
 25th anniversary with  
 a picnic not long after  
 his appointment to the  
 parish (pictured  
 below). He retired in  
 August 2000.

 Speaking to State   
Parliament in 2000, Kevin Greene said, “In his time at 
Penshurst and Peakhurst Father Paul Jacobs was a quiet, 
humble priest who was extremely well respected.

“Father Paul is a highly principled man, though naturally 
shy, who always stuck by his strong Catholic faith and 
beliefs. He supported organisations within the parish 
from that very principled position.”

Delivering the eulogy at Fr Paul’s funeral, Bishop Peter 
Ingham said: “I believe Paul had a secret that made him 
like he was. I think you’ll agree it was an interior joy 
that radiated to all with whom he came into contact – a 
secret supported by his faith, hope and love. Paul knew 
people were more important than things. He knew that 
what really makes us rich, we can’t buy with money: 
items like love, trust, generosity, loyalty, truth, honesty, 
compassion and decency.”

”Paul’s deep faith in God and his strong allegiance to 
the Church and the Sacraments, his commitment to the 
priesthood, his ability to blend this faith with life: that is 
what made Paul so special.”

”We have all been enriched by the life and presence of  
Fr Paul Jacobs among us.”

In an early issue of The Bark (May 1997), Fr Paul talked 
about faith: “…your faith must be so real that it allows 
you to put everything subordinate to it; it must be so 
deep that it can help you look at certain incidents in the 
same light as Jesus did.”

May he be at rest in God’s care.

Dominic Alati

COUNCIL AWARDS FOR 
YVONNE AND INEZ

Our Lady of Fatima Craft and Leisure Group nominated 
Yvonne Jarick for the annual Hurstville Council  
Volunteer Awards. 

Yvonne is Secretary and Treasurer of the Group and 
gives her time while everyone does their craft to 
look after the smooth running of the group. Yvonne 
is gracious and cheerful in her duties, which is much 
appreciated by all of its members. 

Congratulations Yvonne.

Inez Mullen has been a member of our Parish for over 40 
years and in that time has been one of our most active 
Parishioners. Last December, Inez was recognised for her 
generosity by Hurstville Council. 

For many years, Inez has given freely of her time to help 
in the community. While her children were attending 
school, Inez was not only involved in many fund raising 
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At various times Inez has been President and Secretary 
of the Catholic Women’s League. During that time she 
has made many meals for the sick and the grieving, paid 
visits to those in need of a friendly chat and helped with 
‘teas’ after many parish funerals. The annual fashion 
parade has been Inez’s ‘thing’ and has raised thousands 
of dollars for various charities over the years.

In the role of Eucharistic Minister Inez has been 
welcomed by many when she has taken Communion  
to the sick.

For six years Inez held the position of Secretary, and 
for three years as President of Grandviews Women’s 
Bowling Club and is currently the publicity officer. During 
the past ten years that Inez has been a member she has 
organised many Charity Bowling Days to raise money for 
deserving causes.

No wonder the family is so proud of Inez and we are 
very lucky to have her as a friend and parishioner. It was 
a privilege to attend the ceremony on 1 December and 
see the surprise on her face as the award was bestowed 
upon her.

Yvonne and Inez are pictured receiving their awards from 
Hurstville Mayor Phillip Sansom.

Noelene Hammond

activities but was also President and Secretary of  
St Declan’s Parents and Friends Association. Inez worked 
in the canteens at both St Declan’s School and Penshurst 
Marist College.

Inez gave her time as a Catechist at various schools 
within our parish for over 25 years and this dedication 
was recognised by an award from the Cardinal. 

Patients at Calvary Hospital also benefited for 
approximately 12 years as Inez massaged their feet to 
help them relax.
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LITURGY LINES
Firstly, on behalf of the Liturgy Committee, I would like 
to thank Michael and Jackie Balk for their contribution to 
the liturgy in our Parish over many, many years. Michael 
and Jackie have recently retired to the south coast.

Michael was a long-time member of the Liturgy 
Committee and an acolyte. His knowledge of liturgy will 
be missed by the Parish. Michael was a keen ‘student’ of 
liturgy and wrote many articles on the topic for The Bark. 
He was particularly expert on the Easter Ceremonies.  

Jackie also contributed to our liturgy in no small way. She 
was a Reader and Eucharistic Minister, as well as being 
a member of the Altar Society. Her flower arrangements 
for the sanctuary were beautiful. We wish Michael and 
Jackie a long and happy retirement. Their preparedness 
to be involved in all aspects of Parish life will be difficult 
to replace.

Secondly, a big thank you to Jo Hurley who has recently 
‘retired’ from the Altar Society after many years of 
service. Jo’s expertise with the floral arrangements for 
our Masses will be missed. Fortunately, Jo will continue 
as a Eucharistic Minister in our Parish.

We welcome to the Liturgy Committee Dominic Alati and 
Charles Centorrino (Leadership Team representative) who 
join John Vaux and myself. The Liturgy Committee, as 
with all ministries in the Parish, is always looking for new 
members, so if you have an interest in liturgy, contact 
me on ph 9533 1149.

Christmas was a very special time in the Parish. The 
Christmas Masses were particularly well attended. The 
Children’s Mass with the Christmas Pageant was  
a highlight.

As usual, January was a fairly quiet time in regard to 
Liturgy in the Parish with a number of Ministries having a 
well-earned break over the holiday period.    

On 23/24 January our Masses focused on Australia Day 
and we gave thanks for our wonderful country.

Catechist Sunday was celebrated on 7 February. During 
the 9.15am Mass a ‘sending forth’ ceremony was held 
for the catechists, and at all Masses on this weekend, 
prayers were said for the catechists and their work in  
the State Schools.

Our Lenten Season commenced with Ash Wednesday on 
17 February. Our theme for the Sundays during Lent is 
the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary.  

The Stations of the Cross commenced on 24 February 
and will be held at 7.30pm each Wednesday night during 
Lent. Each week will consist of a different version of the 
Stations of the Cross. Parishioners are encouraged to 
attend the Stations of the Cross as a special devotion 
during the Lenten Season.

Jenni Payne commenced the Altar Servers Training 
Course on 28 February. This is Jenni’s 21st year as 
‘coach’ of the Altar Servers Team. Jenni has trained  
over 200 of our children as Altar Servers. This is a 
wonderful service that Jenni has provided to the  
Parish over the years.

Our Lenten Reconciliation Paraliturgy will be held in the 
church at 7.30pm on Monday, 22 March.

Holy Week commences on 28 March with Palm Sunday. 
The Easter Triduum begins with the evening Mass of the 
Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday, reaches its high point 
in the Easter Vigil and closes on the evening of Easter 
Sunday. Parishioners are encouraged to attend all the 
Holy Week ceremonies.

Feast Days in March include St Patrick on 17th, St Joseph 
on 19th and Annunciation of the Lord on 25th. Feast 
Days in April include St Mark on 26th, St Peter Chanel on 
28th and St Catherine of Sienna on 29th.  

All ministers, please check your roster each week for the 
times you are on. Readers and commentators, please use 
your ‘Break Open the Word’ to prepare for your reading 
at Mass.

David Payne for the Liturgy Team

Winchester, Lonnon & Klein  
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Corporate And Personal Taxation Specialists

Peter J Winchester ACA 
also offering Investment, Retirement, Insurance, Superannuation, 

Mortgage Elimination and Leasing Services with

Professional Investment Services P/L
ABN 11074608558

FINANCIAL PLANNERS AFS Licence No 234951

Tom Ryan MAppFin BSc DipEd DipFinPlan CFP
617-621 Forest Rd, Bexley NSW 2207. Ph: (02) 9588 6444 Fax: (02) 9587 1176
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HELPING UGANDA
Francis, the father of Denis, the young man who is 
studying Clinical Medicine in Uganda, is just so grateful 
that the Parish of Our Lady of Fatima Peakhurst is 
sponsoring his son to complete his three-year Clinical 
Medicine Course. At the completion of three years Denis 
will graduate with a Diploma in Clinical Medicine and 
Community Health.

He will be a Clinical Officer and will be able to treat the 
most deadly diseases and infections which are:  
Malaria; Lower respiratory infection; Diarrhoea; Pre natal 
conditions; HIV/AIDS; Measles; Whooping cough; Protein 
energy malnutrition; Congenital anomalies; and Tetanus.

Denis will not be able to perform surgery but he will be 
where he can do the most good – with the people. Part 
of his course must include a two-year practical serving 
the community and it is most likely that he will choose 
the community in which he grew up. 

After that he can look into further studies in medicine 
and should he decide to go down that path, the Lending 
a Hand Team (on behalf of the Parish) has agreed to 
assess the situation and see if we can, once again 
financially assist him.

In the meantime, Francis (pictured) has sent the 
following Easter message:

To the community of Our Lady of Fatima, Peakhurst… 
I greet you in the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ. I am 
the father of Denis Obwona who is currently pursuing a 
clinical officer’s course leading to the award of a diploma 
in clinical medicine.

In Uganda most of the rural health centres are managed 
by clinical officers who treat all the tropical diseases like 
malaria, diarrhoea and the like. Critical cases are referred 
to the main hospital. Denis comes from the northern 
part of this country, Uganda where there was insurgency 
for more than twenty years. Peace is now returning and 
so when Denis went to the village he was touched and 
wanted to join the medical profession so that he can go 
back to the village to assist the people.  

To me, that was a very good gesture but the biggest 
problem I had was how to raise (the money) for his 
tuition fees since I had some other brothers and sisters 
of Denis to put through school. If I paid Denis’s fees I 
may not have been able to pay my other children’s school 
fees. So, it is on this note that I want to sincerely thank 
you for coming in to sponsor my boy. I had nearly failed 

had it not been for Chris Kerr and the community of Our 
Lady of Fatima, Peakhurst.

May the same God who gave you the heart to sacrifice, 
reward you abundantly. And may the blessings of our 
Lord Jesus Christ shower you with happiness, love, peace 
and blessings in your homes.

I wish you a very happy and holy Easter and may all the 
days that follow bring you good health. I will send you a 
CD of our Choir as an Easter gift and I hope you like it.

Happy Easter to you all… 
Constantine ‘Francis’ Nyeko

John Vaux for the Lending A Hand Team (Tony Thorpe, 
Julia Goff, Anne Hurst, Danielle Harvey, John & Sharran 
Horan and Jan Dawkins)     

Advertise your business in The Bark
It’s good value. Supply your own ad or we can do it for you.

Contact Dominic Alati   thebark@catholicchurch.org.au   Ph 0402 131 072

Looking to Buy?
Looking to Sell?
Looking to Rent?

Contact the team at LJ Hooker
LJ Hooker Mortdale 

21 Morts Rd, Mortdale 
P: (02) 9570 4488   F: (02) 9570 8080

LJ Hooker Peakhurst 
1/9 Park St, Peakhurst 

P: (02) 9153 7477   F: (02) 9153 7877

LJ Hooker Riverwood 
164 Belmore Rd, Riverwood 

P: (02) 9533 1111   F: (02) 9533 9533

Visit www.ljhooker.com.au
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GOOD LUCK MICHAEL 
AND JACKIE BALK 

Michael and Jackie Balk have left the parish and in the 
end the going was too quick. 

Maybe because it happened over the Christmas holidays 
lives were disjointed and people were away and going to 
different Masses, but as January came to a close, people 
after Mass would ask, “When are the Balks moving to 
Stanwell Park?” and the response was, “They have gone” 
and the faces said it all – a feeling of loss.

Michael and Jackie are quite a dynamic duo who have 
a great love of their church and now the Wollongong 
Diocese will benefit from their years of dedicated 
experience in all facets of church.

A new parishioner once said to me, that to her, Jackie 
was the face of the parish because she was the person 
who first walked up and said “Hello” and then in the 
forthcoming weeks Jackie went out of her way to say 
“Hello” again and again. A simple thing but it made this 
new parishioner feel a connection to the parish.

Jackie is effervescent with an enthusiastic approach to 
everything she undertakes. 

She has a unique openness that makes everyone feel 
welcomed. She is versatile, and from the Flower Ministry 
to the Welcoming Team, she brought her own special 
brand of charm.

Jackie was a regular reader, who worked very hard at 
perfecting her skills and just recently she also became 
a Eucharistic Minister. Jackie reached out once more, 
when we needed projectionists at Mass and encouraged 
parishioners to learn about our computer generated word 
on the screen.

When the time came close to their move, Jackie knew 
that it would put a strain on the resources of our Altar 
Society. She was determined to replace herself, but she 
did better than that. In true Jackie fashion she replaced 
herself three times over, for which we are very grateful.

The other side of 
this happy union 
is Michael, and 
although more a 
“behind the scenes” 
man, he has always 
been active in the 
smooth running of 
the parish. 

He served two years 
on the Leadership 
Team and was 
instrumental in 
acquiring the best 
computer system 
that we could have 
to enhance our 
Masses and various 
Liturgies throughout 
the year.

Michael has a great respect for the processes and 
ceremonies of the church and chaired the Liturgy Group 
for many years. His knowledge of church procedures was 
a great asset in planning Liturgies. 

He also organised courses for Eucharistic Ministers and 
wrote Protocols for Acolytes. As well as his intellectual 
prowess, Michael also has a very practical side. He made 
the beautiful timber cross that is featured on the altar 
during the Lenten season (pictured above).

In the early days, when we were first without a 
resident parish priest, Michael became an Acolyte and 
commenced studies to become a deacon. His love of 
church showed in any discussion you had with him.

Michael and Jackie are both workers. If they saw a need 
they moved forward to fill the need, whether it be as a 
projectionist, reader, Eucharistic Minister or Acolyte. 

There were so many ministries that they were involved 
in, I am afraid I will miss one, but that would not 
matter because Michael and Jackie never looked for 
acknowledgement in anything they did, they were just 
happy to be able to help and on behalf of Our Lady of  
Fatima Church, Peakhurst, we say ‘Thank you’.

The Vauxs 

...And goodbye from the Balks 

Jackie and I would like to say goodbye to the parish and 
thank you for the years of friendship. Unfortunately, time 
was against us and we missed speaking to so many of you. 

It seems that for weeks on end, we were saying “we’ll 
be around for a while yet”, then all of a sudden (or so it 
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seemed) we moved house and were attending our new 
parish.

We have been made very welcome here and are slowly 
becoming involved. They have sufficient Catechists at the 
moment so Jackie won’t be involved there until next term 
but Father Patrick, aware of her crafty nature, is keen for 
some new banners in the church.

I walked into a vacancy on the Parish Council and I’m 
quickly learning the local way of doing things.

Although there are two churches, Holy Cross Helensburgh 
and St Bernadette’s Stanwell Park, it is only a small parish 
compared to Peakhurst with the consequence that many of 
the behind the scenes processes are different. 

That said, it is very active both within the local Christian 
community and the wider church, and I will be inviting 
you to attend some of the larger events. The first of these 
is for the music team: A Gregorian Chant Festival will be 
conducted on the weekend of 24 and 25 July featuring a 
choir that comes down from Brisbane every year.

Once again, thanks to everyone for the 27 wonderful years 
we had at Our Lady of Fatima Peakhurst. 

It seems like only yesterday that Father Brian Yates 
announced that we were to become an experiment as a 

parish without a resident priest. History and three very 
different but equally caring and committed parish priests, 
along with the many assistant priests, have demonstrated 
that the concept of a ‘parish with a non-resident pastor’ is 
a very viable alternative with decreasing numbers of priests 
and that, charged with the spirit of Lumen Gentium, the 
laity have a vital role in the modern church. 

That is not a badge that you wear lightly though and I pray 
for the continued success of Peakhurst as a parish because, 
contrary to what the curial spin doctors may say, you are 
the future of the church.

God Bless.

Jackie and Michael Balk 

Lauren and Michaela would love to welcome you to  
Botanica Spa and offer you a Special 20% discount  
on your first treatment. (*Not valid for product purchases.) 

Or simply drop by and visit while enjoying a complimentary 
Aveda Comforting Tea, caffeine free and 100% organic.

SPECIALReceive 20% off your first treatment*
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HELPING THE 
MICHAELITES IN  
NEW GUINEA
Our lives seem to go so quickly. When we were young 
and just married we were busy trying to set up our 
homes. Finally before we know we are retired and have 
more time on our hands. I wanted to do something for 
others. My husband thought it would be a great idea if I 
approached the Catholic Mission. 

Just after the World Youth Day I started collecting a 
list of items that were required for the mission in New 
Guinea. I have found that most people are more than 
generous to give goods (seeing that we are not asking 
for money). For example, we were given about 10 sewing 
machines which were reconditioned and looked pristine. 
Another donation was five pallets of tiles to do a large 
seminary, and the list goes on.

Let me tell you a little about the Mission. 

The Michaelites priests began working in Papua New 
Guinea in 1970. The Michaelites work in PNG is centred 
on Mt Hagen, Western Highlands Province which is a 
remote mountainous region in the highlands of the 
country. They have three parishes that run schools under 
their care. 

In addition to this, the Michaelites run a formation house 
in Mt Hagen that assists local people in their preparation 
for religious life. 

Currently there are four Michaelite priests, several local 
seminarians and some lay missionaries working in these 
parishes. Each parish is large with a main church and up 
to twelve outstations, many of which are only accessible 
by a several hour walk through the jungle.

One of the donations that we received from a 
pharmaceutical company of fifteen pallets of medical 
supplies was shipped to New Guinea before Christmas.

 

I received a letter from a remarkable nun and this is her 
story as she lives and works in New Guinea (see below).

This will be my fourth shipment that I have worked (40 
foot containers). My aim is to always try and get goods 
that they require. 

Margaret Vella

Letter of thanks from New Guinea 

I would like to take the opportunity to express my 
gratitude for the donation which I received through the 
Michaelite Fathers from Hagen.

Yampu Health Centre is a rural Health Centre run by the 
Catholic Mission in the Diocese of Wabag. Holy Spirit 
Sisters started this service over 40 years ago, when 
leprosy affected many lives. 

Today we do not see leprosy; however other sickness 
takes over like Tuberculosis, Typhoid, Pneumonia, and 
HIV. We provide care by admitting to hospital where 
more nursing care is needed. 

Whenever possible we treat patients in our outpatient 
clinic where some days the number reaches around  
100 people. 

Our Health Centre provides eighty beds. Services include 
paediatric ward, adults (women and men) and maternity 
ward, where we normally have around 30 deliveries a 
month. We discharge patients when recovered, which 
can take a long time for TB patients. They stay for three 
months in hospital under close observation, and then 
continue their treatment at home with medical supply. 

Our service includes awareness, teaching about basic 
hygiene, nutrition, which is still a long way to achieve the 
goals. It is heart breaking when I see many malnutrition 

Need a Justice of the Peace? 
Contact Anthony Golding 

Ph 0409 840 009 after 5pm
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children, a condition which leads to tuberculosis, 
diarrhoea, anaemia.

Outside our work in the centre we also run eight MCH 
Clinics each month and a foot patrol to the most remote 
areas that take us a two day’s walk every quarter.

Working in this environment is a big challenge for 
me, especially working without a doctor and limited 
resources, eg. Not enough medications, or simple things 
to run our service smoothly. 

Outside my nursing practice I also look after 
administration, which consumes time. There are 
moments of disappointment and frustration, but at the 

end, there is a consolation; if we can save at least a few 
people, our present mission work already yields fruits.

Your kindness has been a great help for our people of 
Papua New Guinea. It is a big help, since we are short 
of basic things like bandages, dressing materials, milk 
for children, etc. Many of my little friends enjoy nice soft 
nappies; it was a great Christmas gift.

My big thank you goes to many institutions, organisations 
and individual people, who by their kindness support our 
mission here by donating many good things.

I write this on behalf of my nursing staff, auxiliary staff 
and all patients that we care for. Thank you and God 
bless you all.

Sr Jadwiga Faliszek 

JOIN THE PILGRIMAGE
Travel Managers are offering a pilgrimage package to 
Rome to witness the Canonization Ceremony of Mary 
MacKillop in October.

You will be right there in St Peter’s Square to witness 
the canonization by his holiness Pope Benedict XVI. This 
is a rare opportunity to be a part of Australia’s Catholic  
history in the making. Details are below.

MARY MACKILLOP  
CANONIZATION TOUR

DON’T MISS THIS  
MOMENTOUS OCCASION

12-19 October 2010
Return economy airfares ex Adelaide/Melbourne/
Sydney • 7 Nights at various 4 star properties •  

Daily Breakfast & Return Airport/Hotel transfers
ITINERARY 

Tuesday 12 October Rome: Arrival at Airport. Transfer to Hotel. Dinner. Overnight. Wednesday 13 October Rome: 
Breakfast. Public Audience with The Holy Father. Afternoon Tour of Christian Rome. Lunch at Dinner at own expense. 

Overnight. Thursday 14 October Rome/Assisi/Rome: Breakfast. Full day excursion to Assisi. Return to Rome with 
stop in Santa Maria Degli Angeli. Dinner. Lunch at own expense. Overnight. Friday 15 October Rome: Breakfast. 
Morning free at leisure. Early afternoon Vatican Museums Tour, The Sistine Chapel and St. Peter’s Basilica. Lunch 

and Dinner at own expense. Overnight. Saturday 16 October Rome: Breakfast. Full day at leisure. Lunch and dinner 
at own expense. Overnight. Sunday 17 October Rome: Breakfast boxes. Canonization Ceremony of Blessed Mary 

MacKillop in St. Peter’s Square. Remainder of day at own leisure. Dinner. Lunch is at own expense. Overnight.  
Monday 18 October Rome: Breakfast. Thanksgiving Mass in one of the major Basilicas of Rome. Late afternoon 

farewell Dinner at Restaurant. Lunch is at own expense. Overnight. Tuesday 19 October Rome: Breakfast. Transfer 
to Airport. Return economy airfares ex Adelaide/Melbourne/Sydney.

Tour includes: Accommodation in 4 star properties • All Breakfasts • 3 Dinners in Hotel • One Farewell Dinner at Local Restaurant, 
including wine and mineral water • English Speaking Tour Managers • Private Deluxe Motorcoach with movements as per itinerary • English 
Speaking Guides • English Speaking Friar to visit Basilica or St Francis Complex • Entrances fees to the Vatican Museums • Headset Service 
Equipment from 13-18 Oct • Parking Fees • Porterages, 1 piece per person at hotel • Donation for Masses. Tour does not include: Lunch •  
3 Dinners • All drinks except during farewell dinner • Porterages at Airport • Embarkation Taxes • Tips • Any Personal Items

Call Alma Araullo at Travel Managers 02 9594 4373  
almaa@travelmanagers.com.au     www.travelmanagers.com.au
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HILL OF CROSSES 
LITHUANIA 
On our recent tour of Russia and the Baltic States we 
visited Lithuania and were fortunate to witness the 
phenomenon of the ‘Hill of Crosses’.

Although Lithuania was the last European country to 
adopt Christianity as its religion, it perhaps has the 
highest density of crosses on the continent.

This is certainly the case on the Hill of Crosses, where an 
impressive amount of crosses has formed an incredible 
sight over the years.

There is still discussion about its origin, but it is sure that 
the hillock has served not only a religious, but also very 
much a nationalistic function.

In the bleak days of iron control by the government  
(and ideology) people frequently simply vanished  
(a knock on the door in the middle of the night and 
missing the next morning).

The locals would erect a cross in memory of family or 
friends who had just disappeared overnight.

The police would remove the new crosses only for them 
to reappear during the night. All official efforts to halt 
this process were in vain.

The magnitude is simply great. There are literally millions 
of crosses and rosary beads to demonstrate the will of 
the people. Pope John Paul II consecrated the site at a 
special Mass.

We were overawed by the persistence of the people, who 
despite official efforts still managed to demonstrate their 
belief. It was truly inspirational to we visitors who have 
never experienced such a regime and we left the area 
with a feeling of awe at the strength of the faith showed 
by these people.

John Benfield

SACRAMENTAL 
PROGRAM 2010 
During 2010, the Sacraments of First Holy Communion, 
Confirmation and Penance will be conducted at Our Lady 
of Fatima. The program is outlined below. 

Unless otherwise stated, meetings are at 7.30pm on 
Monday evenings. All times and dates should be checked 
with the parish as the dates near. 

Applications are available from the piety stall or parish 
house.

Sacrament of Eucharist First Holy Communion 
For children in Year 3 and above. 
First Holy Communion: Saturday 19 June 5pm OR  
Sunday 20 June 9.15pm OR Sunday 20 June 2pm. 
Parent Information Night: Tuesday 27 April. 
Commissioning Masses: Saturday 22 May 5pm OR 
Sunday 23 May 9.15am. 
Lesson 1: Monday 24 May.       
Lesson 2: Monday 31 May. 
Lesson 3: Monday 7 June. 
Rehearsal Nights: Wednesday 16 June OR  
Thursday 17 June. 
Reconciliation for Preparation for First Holy Communion: 
Saturday 12 June 3.15pm – 4.30pm.

Sacrament of Confirmation   
For children in Year 6 and above. 
Confirmation: Sunday 29 August 2pm. 
Confirmation Spirituality Day: Sunday 15 August 2pm – 
7pm (this day includes, Reconciliation, activities with CYS, 
pizza and evening Mass). 
Extra Lesson: Monday 16 August.  
Rehearsal Night: Wednesday 25 August 5.30pm.

Sacrament of Penance 
There are three parts to this Sacrament, all of which 
must be attended. 
Part 1 Parent Information Night: Monday 18 October. 
Lesson 1: Monday 1 November.   
Lesson 2: Monday 8 November. 
Part 2 Liturgy of the Word: Monday 15 November 7.30pm. 
Part 3 Individual Reconciliation: Saturday 20 November 
3.15pm – 4.30pm.
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FUNNIES
A funeral service is being held in a church for a woman 
who has just passed away. 

At the end of the service, the pallbearers carrying the 
casket accidentally bump into a wall jarring the casket. 
They hear a faint moan. They open the casket and find 
that the woman is actually alive. She lives for 10 more 
years and then dies. 

A ceremony is again held at the same church and at the 
end, the pallbearers are again carrying the casket out. 

As they are walking, the husband calls out, “Watch out 
for the wall!”

A guy named Joe finds himself in dire trouble. His 
business has gone bust and he has serious financial 
problems. He decides to ask God for help.

He begins to pray... “God, please help me. I’ve lost my 
business and if I don’t get some money, I’m going to lose 
my house as well. Please let me win Lotto.”

Lotto night comes and somebody else wins it.

Joe again prays: “God, please let me win Lotto! I’ve lost 
my business, my house and I’m going to lose my car as 
well”. Lotto night comes and Joe still has no luck.

Once again, he prays: “My God, why have you forsaken 
me? I’ve lost my business, my house, and my car. My 
wife and children are starving. I don’t often ask you for 
help and I have always been a good servant to you. 
PLEASE let me win Lotto this one time so I can get my 
life back in order.”

Suddenly there is a blinding flash of light as the heavens 
open and Joe is confronted by the voice of God Himself: 
“Joe, meet me halfway on this. Buy a ticket.”

There’s a little old Christian lady living next door to  
an atheist.

Every morning the lady comes out onto her front porch 
and shouts, “Praise the Lord!”.

The atheist yells back, “There is no God”.

She does this every morning with the same result.

As time goes on, the lady runs into financial difficulties 
and has trouble buying food.

She goes out onto the porch and asks God for help with 
groceries, then says, “Praise the Lord”.

The next morning she goes out onto the porch and 
there’s the groceries she asked for, and of course, she 
shouts, “Praise the Lord!”

The atheist jumps out from behind a bush and says,  
“Ha, I bought those groceries – there is no God”.

The lady looks at him and smiles. She shouts, “Praise the 
Lord, not only did you provide for me Lord, you made 
Satan pay for the groceries!”

Yesterday is history; tomorrow is a mystery; today is a 
gift, that’s why it’s called the ‘present’.

ARTICLES FOR  
THE BARK
Relevant contributions for The Bark are welcome. All 
articles should have a spiritual relevance to our church. 
Preference is for articles and pictures to be emailed to: 
thebark@catholicchurch.org.au Otherwise, leave at the 
Parish house with your name and contact details. Articles 
left anonymously will not be accepted. 

Reprinting articles from other publications is a breach 
of copyright and cannot be used unless you have 
received approval from that publication. We prefer 
articles you have written yourself, and they will receive 
priority. Likewise, articles in The Bark are not to be used 
elsewhere without permission from the editor.

When submitting articles keep them brief. Articles should 
be no more than 300 words. The shorter they are, the 
more likely they are to be read.

Articles are published and edited at the editor’s discretion 
and no guarantee can be given that an article will appear. 

Opinions expressed in articles are those of the author 
and not necessarily those of The Bark, Our Lady of 
Fatima or the Catholic Church. 

God bless.
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CATHOLIC CHURCH PEAKHURST 
PARISH OF OUR LADY OF FATIMA

825 FOREST ROAD PEAKHURST 2210 

Priest (non-resident) Parish Priest: Fr John Crothers Assistant: Fr Van Nguyen 
Parish Secretary: Ruth Meagher – PH: 9533 2594 – Fax: 9533 5908 – Email: olfpeakhurst@atu.com.au

  

LITURGIES 
Saturday Vigil: 5pm Sunday: 9.15am and 6pm Wednesday and Friday: 9.30am Mass followed by Rosary

SACRAMENTAL SCHEDULE 
Baptism: 10.30am 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. Contact Parish House for details. 
Marriage: Six months notice required. Contact Parish House for details. 
Anointing: Any time day 9533 2594 or night 9580 1310. 
Reconciliation: Saturday 4.30pm. 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Mary Anne Malone (Chair), Garry McSweeney, Paul Moreton, Deb Cummins, Richard Allison, Charles Centorrino. 

THE BARK 
Dominic Alati 0402 131 072   thebark@catholicchurch.org.au
Thanks to the following people who help produce The Bark: The Artwork Team, John Vaux, Ruth Meagher, Fr John,  
Fr Van, the Leadership Team, everyone who contributed articles, the advertisers and supporters.

Randwick Motor Group

Your friendly, family owned Nissan and Suzuki Dealership 
Serving Sydney for over twenty years

See us for all new Nissan and Suzuki models and a wide range of used cars. 
We also service all makes and models.

265 Avoca Street, Randwick NSW 2031. Phone: (02) 9398 7666 
New Car Sales Enquiries: sales@randwickmotorgroup.com.au   Used Car Sales Enquiries: used@randwickmotorgroup.com.au 

Service Department Enquiries: service@randwickmotorgroup.com.au


