
Reflections 
on this weekend’s readings 

In some of the ways we think about the passion, Jesus becomes 
God’s victim. Through no fault of his own, and seemingly 
powerless in the face of his Father’s will, Jesus becomes a victim 
of God’s need for a sacrifice, a ransom or atonement. 

As a result, many of us can feel that sometimes we are God’s 
victims too, because if God wanted Jesus to suffer and die, why 
should we be surprised or complain when we receive large crosses 
to carry as well? 

Mark’s account of the passion tends to reinforce Jesus as victim. 
Mark has Jesus eating with the outcasts, his friends betraying, 
denying or deserting him. He tells us that Jesus is terrified at the 
prospect of death and calls on his ‘Abba’ or ‘daddy’ to help him 
out. In the end he accepts ‘the will of God’ but even then feels 
abandoned by God on the Cross. 

I often think we misread what Jesus is referring to when he 
accepts God’s will in the Garden. Rather than refer to the 
particular will of the Father to see Jesus suffer and die on Good 
Friday, I think it’s more helpful and consoling to understand it as 
referring to God’s will that Jesus remains faithful to the way he 
lived. If, by doing that, Jesus threatened the religious and political 
authorities of his day so much that they have to murder him, then 
his death is the ultimate sacrifice, which reveals how far God was 
prepared to go in love for us. This reveals to us that Jesus came ‘to 
live’, and that by faithfully living this life he was put to death by 
the powers of sin. Through the cross we see the price to be paid in 
confronting sin in our day and obediently living out the demands 
of God’s kingdom of justice and peace. 

This Holy Week let’s celebrate that God spared nothing in showing 
us how to live. As we commemorate Jesus’ life, death and 
resurrection may we move from being victims of a bloodthirsty 
God to choosing again to follow Jesus’ example and live lives 
which are faithful, loving and obedient. May we also appreciate 
that this life continues to, literally, threaten ‘the hell out of’ those 
opposed to the reign of God in our world, but that as Jesus was 
faithful to God and God to Jesus, so they will remain faithful to us 
as well, no matter what. 
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Liturgy for the Week 

From 12 February, we are allowed  
230 people in the church and 80 in the hall  

while adhering to the 2sqm/person rule.   
Please register on our website. 

SUNDAY 
5:00pm (Saturday Vigil) 
9:15am & 6:00pm 

WEDNESDAY  
& FRIDAY 

9:30am Mass 

Sacramental Schedule 

BAPTISMS 
Please contact the Parish 
Office for details. 

MARRIAGES 
Please contact the Parish 
Office for details. 

ANOINTINGS 

Any time day 9533 2594 
or night 9580 1310. 
In an EMERGENCY,  
please ring 9580 1310. 

FUNERALS Contact the Parish Office. 

RECONCILIATION 

Fri 7-8:30pm during 
Eucharistic Adoration or 
contact the Parish Office to 
arrange an appointment. 

https://www.ourladyoffatima.com.au/attend-a-mass


R emembering those who have gone before us... 
RECENTLY DECEASED: John Campbell, Lyn Henderson, Clare Giles    

ANNIVERSARIES: Maria Pereira, Jose Sobreda, Jose Maria Pereira, Helena Pereira, Desmond Jarick, Mary Gayton 

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of Our Lord—Year B 

1st Reading: Acts 10:34, 37-43 
2nd Reading: Colossians 3:1-4 

Gospel: John 20:1-9 

The Pope’s Prayer Intention for March 

Let us pray that we may experience  
the Sacrament of Reconciliation with renewed depth,  

to taste the infinite mercy of God. 

The Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) is located in 
the alcove. Please ask the commentator to call for a  
CPR-qualified responder to help with the machine.  

There is also a Bodily Fluids kit in the alcove. 

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the 
police. If you, or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. 
Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  

(02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to 
speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. 

The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

H O L Y   W E E K   S E R V I C E S 
All services will also be streamed live at www.facebook.com/OLFPeakhurst 

Palm Sunday 
28 March 

Holy Thursday 
1 April 

Easter Vigil 
3 April 

Easter Sunday 
4 April 

Good Friday 
2 April 

Saturday Vigil 
5:00pm 

Sunday Masses 
9:15am & 6pm 

Mass of  
the Lord’s Supper 

7:30pm 

Mass 
7:30pm 

Masses 
9:15am  
6:00pm 

Stations of the Cross 
10:00am 

Commemoration  
of the Lord’s Passion 

3:00pm 

Go Make Disciples: A Lenten Companion 
Receive the Grace to Go Make Disciples:  

A Lenten Companion 

A means to meditate 
upon the foundations of 

spiritual renewal, this 
resource includes the 

Sunday Gospels, 
reflection questions, 
devotional resources 

such as the Stations of 
the Cross, and also a 

spiritual reflection of the 
Christian life as explored 

in the Sunday Gospel, 
with reflections from different Priests including our own 

Parish Priest, Fr Chris Ryan MGL. 

To download your Lenten Companion visit 
https://www.gomakedisciples.org.au/wp-content/

uploads/2021/02/A4-Square-Lenten-Resource-Web.pdf 

David Payne, Anne Giles, Kevin Brailey, Grace Iacoviello, Inez Mullen, 
Natalie Calo, Pat Brady, Garth Legge, Patricia Legge, Peter Blacklock, 
Amelia Jenkins, Laurie Stubbings, Giuseppina Algozzino, Anne Raw,  

Shauna Nercey, Margaret Knight, Rose Chuter, Linda Souza, Debbie Bryant, Penelope Ford, Kathy Dennett, Skye Lumley, 
Blake Lumley, Marie Bennett, Bernadette Callose, Gabrielle Hamond, Elizabeth Walter, Bart Brunton, Adam Cook, 

Jonathon Molyneux, Mary Briggs-Atkinson, John & Jean Ryan, Sr Rosarii lsp, Debbie Richards, Pat Ludlam,  
Jack Ethan Atkins Walker. 

If there is someone you would like the parish to pray for, or you would like someone removed from the list,  
please contact Clarissa at the Parish Office on 9533 2594 or email olfpeak@bigpond.com. 

P raying for healing... 

CHURCH OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER 
The church is open every Wednesday, Thursday and 

Friday during Lent from 9am to 5pm to provide 
people with an opportunity to make a short visit for 

personal prayer. 
Entrance to the 
Church will only be 
through the side door 
closest to the Parish 
House. Please use the 
designated area for 
private prayer. 
You can register your 
attendance in the 
entrance foyer by using the QR code system or by 
completing the attendance sheet provided. 

Everyone is welcome! 

NOTE: After attending for personal prayer on Wednesday or Friday, if 
you decide to remain for Mass you will still need to register to allow 

us to comply with COVID Safety requirements. 

https://www.gomakedisciples.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/A4-Square-Lenten-Resource-Web.pdf
https://www.gomakedisciples.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/A4-Square-Lenten-Resource-Web.pdf


SUNDAY SCHOOL 

During the 9:15am Sunday Mass  
our parish hosts Sunday School in the Parish Hall  

for children aged 4-13 years  
who have come to Mass with their family. 

Sunday School provides our children with prayer 
time, and fun and interactive activities related to 

the day’s Gospel and Homily in easy-to-understand 
language. Children return to their families during 

the Offertory. 

We would like to invite parents  
to come and see what Sunday School is all about,  
and to encourage their child/children to attend. 

We hope to see some new faces next week! 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR PARISH THIS WEEK? 

MON Catechists Training  9am-2pm—PC Meeting Room 
Catechists Safeguarding Training  4-6pm—PC 
Meeting Room 
Penshurst Physie Culture Club  4-9:30pm—PC Hall 

TUE Group Music Therapy– 4:15pm– 5:45pm—PC Hall 
Zumba  7-8pm—PC Hall 
Eucharistic Adoration  7:30pm—Church 

THU Friendship Group  10am-1pm—PC Meeting Room 
Peakhurst Men’s Walk & Talk  6pm  
(meet in the car park from 5:45pm) 

FRI Lugarno Probus Book Club  10am-12pm—PC 
Meeting Room 
Zumba Gold  9am-11:30am—PC Hall 
Eucharistic Adoration  7:30pm—Church 

SAT Peakhurst Foodies & Farmers Market  8am-1pm—
Grounds 

SUN Table Tennis  1-5pm—PC Hall 
PC: Parish Centre 

Sixth Sunday of Lent 

For over half a century, generations of Australians have participated in 
Project Compassion, making it one of the nation’s longest running charity 
campaigns. 

Throughout five decades of natural disasters, conflicts and crises, Caritas 
Australia has worked alongside vulnerable communities with the generous 
support of Australians. Project Compassion has also helped with access to 
education, health services, agricultural training and through programs that 
reduce maternal and infant mortality. 

This year, we have presented five stories from people striving to ‘Be More’ 
– just a few amongst the millions who have been helped through Project 
Compassion. Please donate to Project Compassion 2021 to help continue 
empowering vulnerable communities around the world lift themselves and their communities out of poverty. 

Project Compassion boxes and/or envelopes can be left in the front foyer of the church over the next two Sundays. 

Alternatively, you can donate by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413. 

THE BARK 
The March 2021 issue is now available on our parish 

website www.ourladyoffatima.com.au/the-bark-issues.  
You can request a print copy by contacting Clarissa at the  

Parish Office on olfpeak@bigpond.com or 9533 2594. 

If you would like a copy to be emailed directly to you, 
please contact Julia Goff at goffam1@optusnet.com.au. 

Silver Circle 2021 
Lucky numbers will be available for sale on 10-11 April  

in front of the church. 
The first draw will be on Monday 26 April. 

The final draw will be on 28 June. 

You can also purchase tickets by calling Marie Ryan  
on 8519 1000 or 0414 978 477. 

Thanks again to all our wonderful supporters  
over the years.  Keep safe.  God bless. 

Maureen Burgess, Mary Branagan, Marie Ryan 

Join us online for Mass and events 
streamed live, parish news and 
upcoming events! 

Search Facebook for @OLFPeakhurst 
(or Our Lady of Fatima Parish, Peakhurst). 

Sacramental Program 2021 

The schedule for our 
Sacramental Program is now 
available on our website at 

ourladyoffatima.com.au. 

Please contact the Parish 
Office if you would like a 

hardcopy. 

If you need more information,  
please contact Ruth at olfsacramental@bigpond.com. 

http://www.ourladyoffatima.com.au/the-bark-issues
mailto:olfsacramental@bigpond.com


CORNERSTONE 
Young Adults Fellowship 

Next meeting: 11 April 
7-8:30pm in the Parish Centre Hall 

Please register on our website. 
For young adults aged 18+ to grow deeper in faith and 

community. Includes dinner and fellowship. 

For more information,  
please contact Simone on 0419 872 325  

or email olfyouth@bigpond.com. 

2022 ENROLMENTS 
FOR  

PRIMARY SCHOOL 

St. Joseph's Catholic Primary School Riverwood is now 
accepting applications for the 2022 school year. If you, or 
someone you know, is looking to join a high quality, faith-

filled community please pick up an enrolment package 
from the school office or call 9533 3341 to find out more. 

Places in our Kindergarten classes for next year  
are in high demand so don't miss out! 

GOOD FRIDAY — Holy Land Collection 
Your donation helps to preserve the sacred places and supports Christians  
who live in the Holy Land.  The Holy Land Commissariat and the Franciscan 

Friars who minister in the Holy Land thank you for your generosity. 

Friendship Group 
We are gathering again at 10am  

this Thursday, 1 April in the Parish 
Centre Meeting Room. 

We meet once a fortnight on a 
Thursday and come together to 
have a friendly chat over a cuppa 

and play a few board games or 
cards. Bingo is played every six weeks. 

We have about 24 guests and 10 helpers who provide 
transport, sandwiches and cakes for morning tea and 
lunch. New guests are always welcome. 

For more information, please contact Helen on 9153 5074  
or Clarissa at the Parish House on 9533 2594. 

Best foot forward, gents! 
The Peakhurst Men’s Walk and Talk is a great 

opportunity for local blokes, (15 years and older) to 
stretch their legs and meet a mate. Join us on Thursdays 
for a 60-minute walk, looping around upper and lower 
Gannons Park at an easy pace to allow for a good chat. 

This weekly, no-cost, no-commitment activity  
aims to build community and to ensure that  

“no man need ever walk alone”. 

Interested?  
Or know someone 

who might be?  
Just turn up between 
5:30pm and 5:45pm 
for a 6pm start on 

Thursdays.  
Parking is available in 
the church carpark. 

More information on Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/groups/1481203555418984 

COVID-19 update 

There will be a further easing of COVID-19 restrictions 
introduced on Monday 29 March. 

More information is available online at 
www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirus-updates/. 

https://www.ourladyoffatima.com.au/register-for-events
mailto:olfyouth@bigpond.com
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirus-updates/

