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The BARK 
The image below of some of our Catechists was taken 

approximately one year ago. Although the picture 

itself is probably considered “old”, the work our Cat-

echists do in our local public school is timeless.  

 

The 40 or so minutes they spend with the school kids 

in class is priceless as for many of these children, this 

is the only opportunity they have to learn about our 

faith. Many of them do not attend mass on the week-

ends and some simply do not believe. 

 

As many Catechists will profess, their work with 

young children is extremely engaging and rewarding. 

As grown ups we have our own particular way of un-

derstanding our faith and its teachings. However, 

there is something truly special about the way chil-

dren grasp and even question what they are being 

taught about our religion.  

 

One of my personal favourite questions asked by a 

student is “Who made God”? This is a really interest-

ing one to explain to children in certain age groups. 

“Yes but who MADE Him”? Huge emphasis on the 

letter ”d” in “made”. 

I should note that I have not taught since the birth of 

my baby boy this past June. However I do wish to 

draw your attention to this ministry and encourage 

you to find out more. God calls us all in different 

ways. If you have the slightest inkling that this might 

be part of your mission, and you can spare approxi-

mately 40 minutes per week to sit with little children 

in an SRE class, I know for a fact our Catechists 

would be absolutely thrilled to hear from you.  

 

We can never have enough people to volunteer for 

this work. If you do decide to give this a go, you can 

expect to receive lots of support and access to all the 

resources you will need.  

 

For more information, please contact our Parish Of-

fice on 9533 2594. 

 

Florence Bonanno 
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Tony Interrogates Fr Chris 

Tony Thorpe (TT) recently hit Fr Chris (CR) up with 

a bunch of questions. Here’s what Fr Chris had to 

say: 

TT: Tell us a bit about the Missionaries of God’s 

Love 

CR: The MGL began in Canberra in 1986. Three 

young men who were part of a lay community ap-

proached a diocesan priest called Fr Ken Barker, and 

told him of their desire to be priests, but also that 

they wished to remain part of the community. At the 

same time Fr Ken had been reading a life of St Fran-

cis of Assisi, and felt challenged to live the gospel 

radically as a result. The four men prayed together 

for a year, and Fr Ken received permission from the 

archbishop of Canberra-Goulburn to begin a house-

hold with the young men. In 2014 the Vatican gave 

its approval for the MGL to become an Institute of 

Diocesan Right. To reach this milestone we needed 

40 vowed members. 

 

TT: What’s distinctive about the MGL? 

CR: In one sense we are like all priests: we are or-

dained to serve the people of God in the universal 

Church by preaching, celebrating the sacraments and 

by leading. However, our MGL charism (=gift) 

means that we do this in distinctive ways. As our 

name and the insignia of the Cross with a flame su-

perimposed upon it indicate, our spirituality is cen-

tred upon God’s love as we see it revealed in the 

Cross of Jesus. We are especially conscious of the 

role of the Holy Spirit, who pours God’s love out 

into our hearts (Rom 5:5). Hopefully this focus upon 

the love of God comes through in our preaching and 

pastoral style. In our mission we have a particular 

focus upon young people and the poor. 

 

TT: Where are MGL priests and brothers serving in 

the world? 

CR: We have parishes in Canberra, Melbourne, Dar-

win, Manila (the Philippines), and now Sydney. We 

have also been chaplains to the Aboriginal commu-

nity in Darwin since 1996. Our mission in Manila 

also includes different ministries with people living 

in the squatter areas in our parish and at Payatas, 

Manila’s rubbish dump. Since 2014 we have also 

had a mission in Maumere on the island of Flores in 

Indonesia. We are the youth chaplains there, and are 

currently building a youth centre.  

 

TT: What are some of the MGL plans for the future? 

CR: Great question! At the end of 2018, we are hav-

ing our Convocation, which takes place every four 

years (other Orders call this a ‘general chapter’). As 

part of the convocation we will elect a new modera-

tor (that’s our name for our overall leader), which 

means Fr Ken will step down from this role (after 32 

years!). It’s a big moment for us. In addition to this, 

we will also be discussing future plans. So stay 

tuned! 

 

TT: What about Peakhurst/Penshurst? What are you 

trying to achieve here? 

CR: We really want the parishes to be vibrant faith 

communities that reach out to all people, but espe-

cially to the young and the poor. We hope that both 

parishes will be hospitable places where people be-

long, encounter Jesus, grow in their faith, and serve 

others around them. We feel very blessed to be serv-

ing in two great parishes here in Sydney that already 

do so much of these things, and hope that we can 

collaborate closely with everyone in the parishes to 

take new steps together to achieve this. 

 

TT: And have you got plans for Sydney beyond the 

two parishes? 

CR: I’m glad you asked! We are hoping to begin a 

training program that helps form lay people for min-

istry – as youth ministers, or musicians, or lay lead-

ers. This program would be open to others in the 

Sydney region (and maybe even beyond), but we 

really hope parishioners from OLF will participate 

too. The program is really for anyone wanting to 

learn more about their faith, and who want to discov-

er the mission that God has called them to through 

baptism. The plans for this are still in the early stag-

es, so watch this space. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/mglpriestsandbrothers/ 
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Friendship Group 

Friendship group is going well. At the moment, we have 20 

guests plus 13 devoted helpers who generously supply morning 

tea and lunch at 12midday. 

We meet in the meeting room every 2nd Thursday 10am-1pm. 

We open with a prayer, then have a chat over a cuppa, then settle 

down to play a few board games. 

Bingo is played every 6 weeks with small prizes for the winners. 

Transport is available for those who need it. If you are interested, 

please ring Helen for more information on 9153 5074. 

 By Helen Cozzi 

 

Lakey’s Lawns 

 

 

 

Call Peter:  

0432 201 584 
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Hall Floor 
 
The timber floor of the hall was given a desperately 
needed facelift in the week leading up to Christmas. 
 
As the hall gets so much use these days it was decid-
ed that it needed a freshen up and the only time 
available to do this was Christmas. 
 
A local contractor spent four days stripping back, 
sanding and re polishing the floor. 
 
This has made an enormous difference to the area. 
All of our tenants were extremely happy with the 
new fresh look. 
 
With regular maintenance this new look will be en-
joyed for many years to come. If you have had the 
opportunity to see it, I hope you were impressed 
with the finished product.. 
 
 
By Emma Williams 
 
 
 
 
LITURGY LINES 
 

Since the start of the year, it has been very busy for 
those involved with the liturgy in our Parish, espe-
cially with Easter being early this year. 

On the weekend of 27/28 January our Masses fo-
cused on Australia Day and we gave thanks for our 
wonderful country. 

Catechist Sunday was celebrated on 4 February with 
a “Rite of Commitment and Sending Forth” for the 
Catechists teaching in our local State Schools. 

Our Lenten Program commenced on 19 February 
with a talk by Fr. Chris on Prayer.  On 5 March Fr. 
Isuru gave a talk on The Spiritual Gifts.  Both talks 
inspired many questions and gave much to reflect 
on. 

Our Youth Masses commenced on 25 February at 
the 6pm Mass.  The Youth Masses are being held on 
the last Sunday of the month at the Sunday evening 
Mass.  Our thanks to Kathleen Kennedy for organis-
ing the Masses. 

The Stations of the Cross were held in the church, as 
a special devotion during the Lenten Season, on 26 
February and 12 March with a good number of pa-
rishioners attending.  The Stations of the Cross on 
Good Friday morning were beautiful.  Our thanks 
again to Dominic Alati for organising the Stations of 
the Cross. 

At the 9.15am Mass on Sunday, 18 March, Bishop 
Terry Brady celebrated the 50th Anniversary of St. 
Vincent de Paul Peakhurst Conference.  The Mass 
was very special and was followed by a celebratory 
morning tea. 

 

Our Lenten Reconciliation Liturgy was held in the 
church on 19 March.  The Liturgy was the Second 
Rite of Reconciliation with Fr. Chris, Fr. Isuru and 
Fr. Adam all involved. 

Holy Week commenced on 25 March with Palm 
Sunday.  The Easter Triduum began with the even-
ing Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday, 
continued with the Celebration of the Passion of the 
Lord on Good Friday, reached its high point in the 
Easter Vigil.  Our sincere thanks to Fr. Adam and 
Fr. Chris for the beautiful ceremonies. 

The Mass of Installation as Parish Priest for Fr. 
Chris was celebrated by Bishop Terry Brady at the 
9.15am Mass on Sunday, 22 April.  The Mass was a 
fitting recognition of Fr. Chris as our new Parish 
Priest. 

A special Mass was celebrated by Fr. Isuru on An-
zac Day, Wednesday, 25 April. 

Mother’s Day was celebrated at the 9.15am Mass on 
Sunday, 13 May, with a lovely reflection by the 
Children’s Liturgy.  The walls of the church were 
covered with beautiful portraits and poems by the 
children of the Parish in recognition of their mothers 
and grandmothers. 

First Communion will be celebrated in the Parish on 
2/3 with 57 children involved.  Our thanks to the 
Sacramental Team for their efforts in preparing the 
children. 

Jenni Payne is planning a training course for chil-
dren who wish to become Altar Servers commenc-
ing Sunday 10 June. 
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The sanctuary looked beautiful for Pentecost Sunday, 
20 May, the birthday of the Church, with the red ban-
ner and lectern covers and candles for the sacred 
space in front of the altar. 

In coming weeks, the following Sundays will be cele-
brated: The Most Holy Trinity (27 May), The Most 
Holy Body and Blood of Christ (3 June), The Nativi-
ty of St. John the Baptist (24 June), National Aborigi-
nal and Torres Strait Islander Sunday (1 July), 
Apostleship of the Sea (8 July), Bible Sunday (22 
July) and Marriage and Family Sunday (22 July). 

The new Baptismal Font was made in readiness for 
the Easter Vigil, at which it was blessed by Fr. Chris.  
It is a beautiful piece of furniture.  It has been placed 
in the former Baptistry at the back of the church with 
the etched glass behind showing St. John the Baptist 
baptising Jesus.  A new priest’s table for the sanctu-
ary, in matching timber, was donated by a generous 
parishioner.  A new credence table for the sanctuary, 
again in matching timber, is currently being made. 

The 50th Anniversary of the official opening of our 
church building will be celebrated on Saturday, 13 
October.  A special Mass is planned for the anniver-
sary.  The 50th Anniversary of the formation of our 
Parish of Our Lady of Fatima, Peakhurst was cele-
brated on 15 May 2016 and last year we celebrated 
the 100th Anniversary of Fatima, remembering the six 
apparitions of Our Lady from May to October. 

The Liturgy Committee would like to thank everyone 
involved from the Parish in making our liturgies spe-
cial.  Thank you for giving so generously of your 
time in so many ways. 

  

The Liturgy Committee 

20 May 2018     

  

 

THE GIFT OF ORDINARY TIME 

Lent and Easter came early this year. To me it felt a 
bit like Christmas rolled into Lent, which then rolled 
on into Easter all too quickly. And here we are in 
winter already, and the year half over. However, in 
the Church’s liturgical year, we have returned to Or-
dinary Time. To our contemporary way of thinking, 
which has been conditioned to value the spectacular, 
amazing and extraordinary, Ordinary Time could 
sound like filler, as merely mundane moments be-
tween the great feasts and the more important occa-
sions of our lives.  

 
It is significant though that the last big feast we have 
celebrated is Corpus Christi, which is Latin for 
“Christ’s Body”, in which we remember in a special 
way the gift of the Eucharist for us. And it is worth 
noting that this feast actually happens after the Easter 
season has concluded, in Ordinary Time in fact.  
When you think about it, when Jesus took bread and 
identified it with his body, he was taking something 
incredibly simple. He chose the staple food from his, 
and from many other cultures, as the unique mode of 
his presence to us. He chose something … ordinary.  

 
In some ways I think he was taking a huge risk – 
there was, and is, a real chance that we would take 
something so simple as bread for granted, and be 
constantly in danger of losing sight of the presence of 
Jesus hidden there. But Jesus’ choice of bread here 
tells us something very important about our lives: 
that God is to be found in the ordinary moments of 
our lives, in Ordinary Time. God comes to meet us 
such moments – in a conversation, when doing the 
washing up, while walking the dog. Ordinary Time is 
God-filled time, because God chose the ordinary to 
be the site of his presence to us. Can God do extraor-
dinary things? Absolutely. But to only seek him there 
is to miss the miracle in the mundane, to be blind to 
the presence of grace in the mystery of our daily 
lives. Let us give thanks for Ordinary Time. 
 
By Fr Chris Ryan 
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AND, YET AGAIN, OLF GIVES WITHOUT 
LIMIT….. 

 

Sunday, 20 May was OLF’s Lending a Hand Team’s  
first  2018 rostered lunch service at St Canice’s, 
Elizabeth Bay and we were, to be honest, a little anx-
ious that our parish’s commitment to the weekly One 
Meal Service at Riverwood might  mean that fewer 
people would be available to help out!   
  
Well, we were wrong…very wrong!  Your response 
was as generous and heartfelt as ever and we fed 
over 160 people a tasty, nutritious meal with a 
choice of delicious cakes and slices for dessert.  Five 
large bags of toiletries, many packed into kits of per-

sonal care items, were gratefully received and in-
cluded in the free ‘shop’ which operates three times 
a week in the hall at Elizabeth Bay. 
 
Many parishioners contribute each and every time 
we go to St Canice’s and we thank you so much for 
your faithful commitment of time, money and effort.  
It is also uplifting that so many new contributors and 
volunteers come forward for each visit.  By lending 
your hands, the lives of others have been changed.    
 

“You must be the change you wish to see in the 
world ~Mahatma Ghandi.” 

 
By Julia Goff 

From left: Kevin Greene, Frances Greene, Camille Phillips, George Phillips, Peter Cozzi, Helen Cozzi, Jan Ra-

das, Wilma Baroni, Simon Andrews, Julia Goff, Chris Bounds, Margaret Donlevy 
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St Vincent de Paul Peakhurst Conference 50 Years 
Old 

 

From the minutes, The Inaugural meeting of St Vin-
cent de Paul Conference Our Lady Of Fatima 
Peakhurst - Lugarno was held in the “Meeting Room” 
of the Church at 7.50pm on 21st March 1968. 

 The Opening Prayers and Spiritual Reading by Fa-
ther O’Shea. Nine Brothers and 26 visitors were pre-
sent. Two new members, Bros Kenneth and Peter Tit-
muss were welcomed by Bro Flaherty President St 
George Particular Council. Rev Fr O’Shea welcomed 
visitors. The President was Ernie Berrell, the Treasur-
er was Kevin Laxton and Secretary was Laurie Wick-
ham. 

On Sunday 18th March 2018, Our Lady Of Fatima 
Parish celebrated the 50th Anniversary of our St Vin-
cent de Paul Conference at the 9.15am Mass. The 
Mass was celebrated by Bishop Terry Brady along 
with Parish Priest Father Chris Ryan.  

The Mass was well attended by St Vincent de Paul 
members past and present, including ‘Inaugural meet-
ing new member’ Ken Titmuss, along with visitors 
from other conferences in the St George region, and 
most importantly our parishioners who continue to 
support the Conference.  

Our Regional President Geoffrey O’Loughlin an-
nounced awards to two members who had both 
served our Conference for 50 years and Bishop Terry 
Brady presented commemorative plaques to John 
Campbell and to Laura Wickham who accepted the 
award on behalf of her mother Flora. (Flora, sadly 
passed away on 19th April). 

Following the Mass a pleasant morning tea was held 
in the Parish Hall. Many thanks to everyone who con-
tributed to our celebrations and for their assistance 
with the preparation and presentation of the Mass and 
the morning tea.   

 
Mike Flanagan   
President Peakhurst Conference St Vincent de Paul 
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 Mobile Blood Bank 

 

The mobile blood bank continues to operate out of 

our car park two days at a time, four times a year. 

Each time they take a total of around 72 donations. It 

is generally considered that each donation helps three 

people. 

 

So this means every year this impressive outreach 

program initiated by the Lending a Hand team helps 

over 850 people in need of blood. 

 

The process takes around half an hour which in-

cludes some paper work, blood pressure and haemo-

globin tests. The actual donation itself lasts for about 

6 minutes. At the end you can choose from a basket 

full of tasty treats. Your own blood is replenished in 

24 hours. 

 

We are really happy to be able to provide this service 

as well as providing the opportunity for the wider 

community to give back to others. 

 

*Photos on back cover 

 

By Emma Williams 
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Father’s Day 2018 

 
On September 1st The Sunday School children pre-
sented a special Father’s Day reflection as a way of 
saying thank you to all the fathers and father fig-
ures in our parish.  
 
The children made capes for their dads in Children 
liturgy with the theme ‘Not all Superheros wear 
capes’.....a cape was made for Father Chris too! 
 
At the end of Mass, the children processed down to 
the altar wearing the capes to the song “Wind Be-
neath My Wings”, Father Chris said a special 
blessing over the capes and all the fathers and 
grandfathers in the church. The children then, re-
turned to their seats, and presented their capes to 
their dad/grandfather. 
 
Father Chris suggested it would be a great idea for 
all the dads to wear their capes to the Father’s Day 
bbq after Mass......and they did! 
 

The following is what was read out at Mass: 
 
“Hero, as defined by Superman himself, is an ordi-
nary individual who finds the strength to persevere 
and endure, in spite of overwhelming obstacles.' 
  

That also defines our dads, our father figures, the 
men in our lives who, no matter what, hold us high, 
keep us safe and give us love. 
  
Today is Fathers’ Day, a celebration honouring 
fathers and celebrating fatherhood, paternal 
bonds, and the influence of fathers in our society. 
We gather to give thanks, through prayer with 
God, our heavenly Father, to celebrate and to bless 
our fathers, those present, and those who are no 
longer with us. For our fathers- our heroes, we are 
eternally grateful.  
  
The children in Sunday School have made some 
special capes for their dads,  who are so deserving 
of a superhero cape.  So today, our dads, we want 
to tell you how special you really are to us, and 
make you truly understand that you are our heroes. 
  
These capes won’t make you fly, but may they serve 
as a reminder to you that you truly are the wind 
beneath our wings.   For all you have done, and for 
all you continue to do, we thank you. 
 
I would like to ask Fr Chris to come forward and 
bless all the dads and all the children with these 
special superhero capes for their dads.” 
 
By Camille Philips 
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Around the Globe 
 
A recent trip to India was more than just a holiday to 
parishioners Anne and John Benfield. Anne also cel-
ebrated her birthday. 
 
The journey included visits to New Delhi, Agra 
(with a stop to admire the splendour of the Taj Ma-
hal), Jaipur and Udaipur. Four cities in all. 
 
The tour was for 12 days titled The Golden Triangle 
of India and encompassed viewing many iconic pal-
aces, forts and buildings. 
 
A group of 39 people from all Australian states thor-
oughly enjoyed the history and tradition of this large 
nation and were moved by the contrast seen between 
the rich and poor. 
 
By 2025 the Indian population is expected to exceed 
that of Beijing. 
 
 
By John Benfield 
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One Meal Riverwood 
 
One Meal - it makes a difference, was established 
on 21st December 2014. After a one-off service, a 
group of friends decided to make it a once a 
month service, which then lead to weekly services 
starting in March 2015. In the last three 
years, One Meal has expanded to different loca-
tions around Sydney each week. 
   
One Meal relies entirely on volunteers to provide 
needy people with fresh, hot and nutritious home-
made meals. One Meal also provides breakfast, 
lunch and snack packs to go, warm clothing, sup-
port and toiletry packs. One Meal assists its pa-
trons to access accommodation and furniture when 
necessary. 
 
Our connection with One Meal: 
Lending a Hand is a ministry of our parish. First 
established in 2005, Lending a Hand funds pro-
jects that benefit the wider community by using 
10% of the weekly second collection at Mass to 
support worthy causes. 
 
Amongst many other things, Lending a Hand has 
contributed to projects such as educating a doctor 
in Uganda, funding a school teacher in Tanzania, 
providing drought relief in North Queensland, 
buying gym equipment for a men’s refuge in Liv-
erpool and providing a brand new trailer  for One 
Meal to use in their work on the streets of Sydney. 
 
Along with financial contributions, Lending a 
Hand looks at ways for our parishioners and the 
wider community can contribute their time and 
skills to a range of causes. 
 
One Meal asked us if we thought there may be a 
need near us for a dinner service for the needy. 
After discussions and consultations with the 
Riverwood Community Centre, Mark Coure MP 
and David Coleman MP, it was decided that there 
is a real need for the service in Riverwood. 
 
So, we were asked to join the One Meal family to 
co-ordinate and oversee a weekly dinner service in 
Riverwood. 
 
We needed 12 groups of volunteers to make this a 
reality. This was perhaps the biggest undertak-
ing for Lending a Hand …….so far. 
  
First we had to find volunteers to prepare, cook 
and serve homemade meals once a week all year 
around. We reached out to the incredible parish-
ioners of our parish and as always the response 
was indeed impressive. This time around though 
we wanted to see if we could engage other parish-
es to work together in a collaborative effort to help 
others. 
 
We now have over 100 volunteers from OLF, St 
Declans Penshurst, Regina Coeli Beverly Hills, St 

Therese Padstow, Marist College Penshurst, St 
Ursulas College, Kingsrgrove and our ever loyal 
friends at Club Rivers Riverwood. 
 
From this overwhelming outpouring of help, we 
formed 12 teams who would cover a Monday 
evening every three months. Each group has a 
team leader who organises 6-8 volunteers to bring 
a home cooked meal to the dinner service. Thoc 
inclides main courses, side dishes, soups, dessert 
and more. The team sets up, serves and cleans up 
after the dinner at the hall at the Riverwood Com-
munity Centre each week. 
  

The Lending a Hand team organises the roster, 
provides advice and support and a recipe guide a 
well as well as a link person to help each group 
become familiar with the process.  

The Lending a Hand team is in itself one of the 
twelve teams. So, when we turned up on the very 
first night with tonnes of delicious home cooked 
food, we didn’t quite know what to expect. 

We had five very grateful and very hungry patrons 
attend that first night. We were pretty happy when 
they all came back the next week when we had 
eleven guests. 

We are now six months into the project and we 
have between 60 and 70 regular guests each week. 

Woolies at Riverwood gives us a regular donation 
of loaves of bread and volunteers have cooked 
delicious feasts including meals such as lasagne, 
shepherd’s pie, bolognese, chicken curry and noo-
dles. 

There are always sides of both vegies and salads 
as well as scrumptious desserts which have so far 
included apple pie, pastries, lamingtons and 
madera cake. 

The patrons range from the very elderly, disabled, 
those staying in a half-way house to those on the 
first rung up from homelessness. 

One friendly man was telling me last week that he 
spent the past three years living on the streets in 
the city and had only just received a bedsitter in 
Riverwood. 

As we always find at Lending a Hand, the initia-
tive is about so much more than we had originally 
imagined. 
 
By chatting to our guests you find out about their 
lives and families and in some cases no family or 
friends.  

One young couple and their young daughter were 
there because they wanted to meet other people 
and make some friends. 
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So the service just doesn’t address those in finan-
cial need but also helping them socially and emo-
tionally. 
  
We are very proud of our parish and the amazing 
outpouring of generosity that it continues to give 
time after time. The talents, enthusiasm and spirit 
of the Lending a Hand team always leaves me in 
awe. 
 

One of the most pleasing aspects of this particular 
project has been the collaboration of surrounding 
parishes. In our volunteers roster we have teams 
from St Declans Penshurst, St Therese Padstow, 
Regina Coeli Beverly Hills, Marist College Pens-
hurst and St Ursula’s College Kingsgrove. Lots of 
parishes working together to help our community. 
 

By Emma Williams 
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Ride for justice 
 

On a chilly August morning the LAH team set out 
for Ebony house at Waterfall to meet the motorcy-
clists from the Ride for Justice. For the past five 
years we have been supplying the morning tea for 
around 200 motorcyclists who ride through Sydney 
to raise awareness for The Homicide Victims Sup-
port group and Graces place.  
 
The HVSG is planning to build Graces Place, named 
after Anita Cobby’s mother, Grace Lynch. Graces 
Place will be the world’s first trauma recovery centre 
for children and young people affected by and left 
behind after homicide. The ride is organised by 

channel 9 crime reporter Simon Bouda and Peter 
Simpson, Ebony Simpsons father, this year left form 
inside Luna Park. 200 riders rode through the big 
smile, over the bridge and on the M% heading for 
Waterfall.  
 
We greeted the roar of 200 motorbikes with hot cof-
fee and tea as well as cakes and biscuits.  
 
Riders included former police commissioner Andrew 
Scippione and 2GB presenter Chris Smith. It is al-
ways a fabulous event for LAH to be involved in. 
 
By Emma Williams 

Youth Group Update 
 
The Year of Youth in our Parish has begun strongly. 
In the first few months of 2018, we have had a range 
of exciting activities for our young people.  
 
During the April school holidays, a youth camp was 
held for local young people in conjunction with the 
Parishes of St Declan’s, OLF Kingsgrove and St Jo-
seph’s Riverwood.  
 
The weekend was a lot of fun- plenty of conversa-
tions about our faith were had and many new friend-
ships were made. I would especially like to thank our 
very generous Parish for your support throughout the 
fundraising BBQ weekend.  
 
Of particular note, we have commenced monthly 
Youth Masses on the last Sunday of every month. It 
has been great to see so many young people in at-
tendance at these Masses, with a number of enthusi-
astic youth involving themselves in the Mass in a 
range of ways. We welcome everyone to these Mass-
es, especially any young people who would like to 

join us and participate. If you are interested in partici-
pating in a Youth Mass, please contact me.  
 
In the coming months, I would love to hear from the 
young people in our Parish about what they would 
like to be involved in and what types of activities 
appeal to you most. It would be wonderful to make 
the rest of this Year of Youth as enjoyable and faith-
filled for our Parish’s young people as possible, so 
any suggestions you may have are more than wel-
come. 
It is a constant pleasure to be the Youth Minister here 
at OLF Peakhurst, and I would like to once again 
thank our very generous parishioners for your con-
stant support, encouragement and prayers. 
 

By Kathleen Kennedy  
(olfyouth@bigpond.com) 
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Report from the Leadership Team 
 
It’s hard to believe that we are nearing the end of 
2018, a year where great things have been happen-
ing in our Parish, starting with the arrival of our Par-
ish priest, Fr Chris Ryan who joined Fr Adam and Fr 
Isuru in bringing the work and spirit of the Mission-
aries of God’s Love to our parish community.  
 
We farewelled Camille Phillips from the Leadership 
Team and we acknowledged her astute leadership 
and guidance during the transition period since Fr 
John Crother’s retirement. Jenni Payne came on 
board for a 3 year tenure where her passion and en-
ergy for our Parish will surely be valued. 
 
Chris Bounds and Francesca Guidotti are visionaries 
who have initiated many projects and have been 
strong advocates of moving our Parish forward into 
the future. They finish their time on the Leadership 
Team this year but I’m sure they will continue to 
offer much within our Parish community. Florence 
Bonanno took some ‘maternity leave’ from the 
Team and we congratulate her on the birth of Ales-
sandro. We look forward to having her back  
with us.  
 
Kathleen Kennedy is working extremely hard to 
build up the youth presence in our Parish and we 
admire her dedication in her role as Youth Minister.   
 
A new logo for the Parish was introduced. It repre-
sents our parish story and our inspiration from Our 
Lady of Fatima. The symbol contains the story of 
three poor children to whom Mary gave the power-
ful message, that the heart open to God is stronger 
than weapons and evil. The heart is the centre of our 
community and Mary is our mother, as she was the 
Mother of her Son.  
 
A new Parish constitution was drafted and presented 
to our Parish Council for discussion. As a result a 
working party of parishioners are meeting regularly 
and are preparing to finalise the document for sub-
mission to the Parish during 2019. 
 
We also recently celebrated the 50th Anniversary of 
our Parish church with a beautiful liturgy, presenta-
tion of new sacred vessels and a community BBQ. It 
was a collaboration of many of the wonderful Minis-
tries in our Parish who continue to create a welcom-
ing and spirit filled community.  
 
The Leadership Team thanks all Ministries for their 
efforts in the areas of liturgy, faith development and 
social justice programmes and initiatives. A chal-
lenge for our Parish is to encourage more parishion-
ers to join the various Ministries. We invite all pa-
rishioners to the Annual General Meeting on 11th 
November where you can find out how to be more 
involved in our Parish. 
 
Deb Cummins 
hairperson, OLF Leadership Team 

Plenary Council 2020 – Listen to What the Spirit is 
Saying 
http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au 
 
Pope Francis has approved the Australian Bishops’ 
decision to hold a Plenary Council in Australia in 
2020 and 2021.  
 
It is a significant moment for the Church in Austral-
ia to make decisions about the future and we as 
God’s people are invited to reflect on the question: 
“What do you think God is asking of us in Austral-
ia at this time?” Fr Chris introduced the Plenary 
Council to our community and an information even-
ing was held to provide details of how parishioners 
can be involved.  
 
 
From November to January small group listening 
and dialogue sessions will be held in our Parish 
where all parishioners will have the opportunity to 
share their thoughts, ideas and opinions. 
 
Further information can be obtained by contacting 
our Parish Ambassador, Ruth Rawlinson at  
Olfplenary2020@gmail.com  
 
 
What are you excited about? 
 
The other day, moments after waking, I observed my 
seven year old daughter as she sat quietly in her bed 
with an intense look on her face. After a few mo-
ments it was clear that whatever it was she was try-
ing to figure out was still bothering her so she asked 
me “Mummy what am I excited about today?”  
 
It dawned on me that this was actually a very normal 
way for her to start her day as she often lists the 
things she looks forward to during her day at school 
or at home on the weekends. On this particular day, 
she decided she would look forward to sport and 
play time and  appeared genuinely content as she set 
about getting ready for her school day ahead.  
 
Her words stayed with me as they made me think of 
all the “to do” lists I mentally scan before my day 
has started.  
 
Can you relate?..  
 
Whilst I try and maintain a grateful heart, I had tem-
porarily forgotten about the magic of guided focus 
when starting my day thinking of all the things I am 
grateful for and are looking forward to.  
 
Perhaps I am not the only grown up that needs to ask 
the question “what am I excited about today?” and 
maybe even consciously add “what am I grateful for 
today?”. 
 
Florence Bonanno 
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MASS TIMES 

Weekend: 

Saturday Vigil 5:00pm 

Sunday     9:15am 

Sunday     6:00pm 

Weekdays:  

Wednesday   9:30am (Rosary recited at 9:05am) 

Friday      9:30am (Rosary recited at 9:05am) 

 

SACRAMENTAL SCHEDULE 

Baptisms: 10:30am on the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month, by appointment. Contact Parish House for details. 

Marriages: Six months’ notice required. Contact Parish House for details. 

Anointings: Any time. Day 9533 2594 or night 9580 9603. In an EMERGENCY, please ring 0490 765 283. 

Reconciliation: Saturday 4:30pm 

CASTLEHILLVOLKSWAGEN.COM.AU 02 8841 5888     Dealer Principal: Robert Bonanno 

From Page 9, Mobile Blood Bank article.  Photos courtesy 

of  Emma Williams. 


