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Liturgy for the Week 

The church is closed due to lockdown 
until further notice.   

Please visit our website for more information. 

SUNDAY 9:15am—LIVESTREAM 

WEDNESDAY  
& FRIDAY 

9:30am—LIVESTREAM 

Sacramental Schedule 

BAPTISMS 
Please contact the Parish 
Office for details. 

MARRIAGES 
Please contact the Parish 
Office for details. 

ANOINTINGS 

Any time day 9533 2594 
or night 9580 1310. 
In an EMERGENCY,  
please ring 9580 1310. 

FUNERALS Contact the Parish Office. 

RECONCILIATION SUSPENDED 

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year B — 18 July 2021 

At the Temple in Jerusalem, there was a stone barrier separating the 
inner area which only Jewish people could enter, and an outer area 
where ‘gentiles’ i.e. non-Jews – could gather. 

It is that barrier which St Paul refers to in the second reading: ‘The 
dividing wall of enmity’. And what St Paul is celebrating is the fact 
that the ‘dividing wall of enmity’ between Jew and non-Jew has been 
torn down. 

It is torn down by Jesus Christ in whom a new humanity is being 
created without discrimination, without segregation, a new People of 
God. 

This new People of God is supposed to be found in the Catholic 
Church. But what did the Catholic Church often do when it was in a 
position of political power, or able to influence its exercise? 

It collaborated in putting the Jews behind a ‘dividing wall of enmity’ 
i.e. created ghettos which disfigured many European cities. These 
were areas in the cities barricaded off and to which Jewish people 
were forced to retreat. 

It was an Australian, Cardinal Cassidy, who led the difficult early 
stages of dialogue between the Catholic Church and adherents of the 
Jewish religion throughout the world. He was given this task by Pope 
John Paul II. 

The Pope’s mission was best symbolised during his pilgrimage to the 
site of the old Temple in Jerusalem in March 2000. The so-called 
‘Wailing Wall’, at which Jewish people pray, is actually the last 
remaining great foundation stones of the Temple. 

In a little gap between the stones the Pope pushed a piece of paper 
on which was written his prayer expressing sorrow for centuries of 
Christian maltreatment of those whom he called ‘the children of 
Abraham’. 

It is regarded as the greatest gesture of reconciliation between 
Catholics and Jews and an Australian cardinal helped to facilitate it! 

Every week we come to Mass in response to Our Lord’s invitation in 
today’s gospel: ‘Come away and rest awhile.’ 

We do that as a moment of refreshment or re-creation, but always as 
a prelude to the great task. We are to go out and break down the 
walls of hostility between peoples – the various ‘dividing walls of 
enmity’: racism, caste and class, historical grievances, sexist 
subjugation. 

We, like Pope John Paul II, are to press our prayers and actions into 
whatever opportunities present themselves. 

When, and only if, we do so, will we be truly disciples of Jesus Christ, 
truly of the new humanity He envisaged, truly Catholic. 

© Fr Michael Tate 

https://www.ourladyoffatima.com.au


LOCKDOWN CONTINUED 
The NSW Premier has announced a the extension of  

the stay-at-home directive for Greater Sydney. 
ALL Masses, Eucharistic Adoration, private prayer, 

parish events and meetings are suspended  
until 30 July 2021. 

 

Masses will continue to be livestreamed  
on our Facebook page 

Sunday at 9:15am 
Wednesday and Friday at 9:30am 

Eucharistic Adoration on Friday at 7:30pm 

 

The Parish Office is also closed  
at this time. 

Please call and leave a message, or send an email,  
and we will respond to you as soon as we can. 

Envelopes can be put through  
the slot in the front door (behind the screen door).  

This goes into a secure locked box. 

Confirmation 2021 

For updates, please contact Ruth at 
olfsacramental@bigpond.com. 

Pedro Rodriquez Castro, Barbara Tonitto, Connie Alifano, Kevin Brailey, 
Grace Iacoviello, Inez Mullen, Pat Brady, Garth & Patricia Legge,  

Peter Blacklock, Amelia Jenkins, Laurie Stubbings, Giuseppina Algozzino,  
Anne Raw, Margaret Knight, Rose Chuter, Linda Souza, Kathy Dennett, Skye Lumley, Blake Lumley, Marie Bennett, 

Bernadette Callose, Gabrielle Hamond, Elizabeth Walter, Bart Brunton, Adam Cook, Jonathon Molyneux,  
Mary Briggs-Atkinson, John & Jean Ryan, Sr Rosarii lsp, Debbie Richards. 

If there is someone you would like the parish to pray for, or you would like someone removed from the list,  
please contact Clarissa at the Parish Office on 9533 2594 or email olfpeak@bigpond.com. 

P raying for healing... 
R emembering those who have gone before us... 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Ron Taylor   ANNIVERSARIES: Vincenza & Giuseppe Stepancich    
ALSO: Clare Giles, Luciano Bertin, Maria & Luigi Dolce, Settimo & Rina Bertin. 

The Pope’s Prayer Intention for July 

We pray that, in social, economic and political situations 
of conflict, we may be courageous and passionate 

architects of dialogue and friendship. 

Here’s the list of readings for the next 7 days: 

Day 92 Judges 9-11, Ruth 4, Psalm 137 
Day 93 Judges 12-15, Psalm 146 
Day 94 Judges 16-18, Psalm 147 
Day 95 Judges 19-21, Psalm 148 
Day 96 1 Samuel 1-2, Psalm 149 
Day 97 1 Samuel 3-5, Psalm 150 
Day 98 1 Samuel 6-8, Psalm 86 

Download your roadmap: The Bible Reading Plan from 
ascensionpress.com/bibleinayear. 

LISTEN to the Bible on your favourite podcast app  
(Apple, Spotify, Google Podcast, Amazon, etc.) and search for  

The Bible in a Year with Fr Mike Schmitz. 

“So faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” 
Romans 10:17 

Reading the Bible in a Year 

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time—Year B 

1st Reading: 2 Kings 4:42-44 
2nd Reading: Ephesians 4:1-6 

Gospel: Mark 6:1-15 

Did you know that we experience  
all of salvation history at every Mass? 

Have you ever wondered why we read from an Old 
Testament book, then a Psalm, then a New Testament 
epistle, and a Gospel at every single Sunday Mass? Why do 
we follow them with a homily, the Creed, and intercessory 
prayer? Is it just to mix things up and keep them 
interesting, or is there something much greater and more 
intentional behind all of this? 

As Catholics, we might not realise why the Apostles and 
early Church Fathers set up the Mass the way they did, 
especially in regard to the structure of the Liturgy of the 
Word. 

During the Liturgy of the Word, we don’t just listen to the 
Bible while sitting, singing, or standing. Each Sunday, we 
actually walk through salvation history and remember the 
various ways in which God has communicated with His 
people throughout the ages. 

• In the first reading from the Old Testament, God speaks 
to us through His message to the Chosen People, 
prophesying the Messiah. 

• During the Responsorial Psalm, we speak to God, using 
the language of the Israelites. 

• When we read the second reading, God speaks to us 
through or about Jesus. 

• Finally, in the Gospel, Jesus Himself speaks to us. 
• In the Homily, the priest helps us apply these Scripture 

passages to our daily lives. 
• Then we recite the Creed, responding to God’s call by 

formally declaring our faith in Him and the Church He 
established. 

• Finally, in the Prayer of the Faithful, we speak to God in 
our own words and pray for the needs of the Church and 
the world. 

So, the Liturgy of the Word involves far more than simply 
“reading the Bible.” At each and every Mass, the Church 
presents us with a specific series of passages that help us 
journey through the history of salvation. We see God’s 
faithful love displayed over thousands of years, and we 
remember the hope that Christ has brought us through His 
life, death, and Resurrection. 

http://www.facebook.conm/OLFPeakhurst/videos
mailto:olfsacramental@bigpond.com
http://ascensionpress.com/bibleinayear

