
Reflections 
on this weekend’s readings 

At the end of the novel The Laws of Our Fathers, Scott Turow has one 
of his characters, Seth Weissman, preach at a memorial service. The 
text for that service is today’s first reading and his words capture the 
challenge before us. 
‘I always return to the story of Abraham and Isaac, the founder of the 
Western faiths. He was a visionary, a prophet. But despite this, 
Abraham’s God decided to test him. He asked Abraham to make a 
sacrifice of his and Sarah’s only child, lsaac, their miracle. And 
Abraham complied.’ 
‘He did not ask what was wrong with a God who would demand such 
a thing. He did not, so far as the Bible tells us, even beg for Isaac’s 
life. Abraham simply walked his child up Mount Moriah.’ 
‘I have regarded for some years now the story of Abraham and Isaac 
a strange story, a grim tale of how a father would sacrifice his son to 
his own faith. Why do we re-tell this story?’ 
‘One of the morals of the story of Abraham and Isaac is that it is also 
a tale of survival and of mercy. In the end Abraham heard his God 
instruct him not to set his hand against his son. Isaac survived.’ 
‘So let us think of Isaac, the first son of the Western faiths. We tell it 
by way of apology. And warning. We tell it with some measure of 
hope. We tell it because we have all been the child, we have all been 
Isaac. The Bible does not record Isaac’s responses. We do not know if 
he, like Jesus, asked, “Father, why have you forsaken me?” We do 
not know if he begged the way most of us would, for his life. We 
know only this: that he obeyed. We know he allowed himself to be 
bound in rope. We know that he let his father lay him on the altar. 
We know he watched his father on the mountaintop raise the knife. 
We know he was a child who in his longing and confusion, even in his 
final instant, could only look to his father with that eternal if 
foundering hope for love.’ 
May this story and our Eucharist give us hope that no matter what 
altar of sacrifice we feel sometimes laid upon, God does not abandon 
us in our need, and never wants us to sacrifice ourselves, or anyone 
else. Lent is about mercy and survival because true obedience to 
God, even in its demands for a hard love, ALWAYS leads to life. 

© Richard Leonard SJ 

Liturgy for the Week 

From 12 February, we are allowed  
230 people in the church and 80 in the hall  

while adhering to the 2sqm/person rule.   
Please register on our website. 

SUNDAY 
5:00pm (Saturday Vigil)  
9:15am & 6:00pm 

WEDNESDAY  
& FRIDAY 

9:30am Mass 

Sacramental Schedule 

BAPTISMS 
1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month.  Contact the 
Parish Office for details. 

MARRIAGES 
Please contact the Parish 
Office for details. 

ANOINTINGS 

Any time day 9533 2594 
or night 9580 1310. 
In an EMERGENCY,  
please ring 9580 1310. 

FUNERALS Contact the Parish Office. 

RECONCILIATION 

Fri 7-8:30pm during 
Eucharistic Adoration or 
contact the Parish Office to 
arrange a reconciliation 
appointment with a priest. 

https://www.ourladyoffatima.com.au/attend-a-mass


R emembering those who have gone before us... 
RECENTLY DECEASED: John Chapman, John Vaux & Vincenzo Sposari 

ANNIVERSARIES: Manuel Moreira, Helena Pereira & Andelko Martinovic. 
ALSO: Lynette Ludlam, Thomas & Doris Ludlam, Peter & Mary Maher, John Maher, Marcia Howard, Jill Wells,  

Luciano Bertin, Maria & Luigi Dolce, Settimo & Rina Bertin. 
deceased members of the McGlinn & Woodbridge families, deceased members of the Fitzpatrick & Gentile families. 

Anne Giles, Kevin Brailey, Grace Iacoviello, Clarissa Finan, Inez Mullen,  
Natalie Calo, Pat Brady, Garth Legge, Patricia Legge, Gina Paino,  

Peter Blacklock, Amelia Jenkins, Laurie Stubbings,  
Giuseppina Algozzino, Anne Raw, Shauna Nercey, Margaret Knight, Rose Chuter, Linda Souza, Debbie Bryant,  

Penelope Ford, Kathy Dennett, Skye Lumley, Blake Lumley, Marie Bennett, Bernadette Callose, Gabrielle Hamond, 
Elizabeth Walter, Bart Brunton, Adam Cook, Jonathon Molyneux, Mary Briggs-Atkinson, John & Jean Ryan,  

Sr Rosarii lsp, Debbie Richards, Pat Ludlam, Jack Ethan Atkins Walker. 

P raying for healing... 

3rd Sunday of Lent—Year B 

1st Reading: Exodus 20: 1-17 
2nd Reading: Corinthians 1: 22-25R 

Gospel: John 2: 13-25 

The Pope’s Prayer Intention for February 

We pray for women who are victims of violence,  
that they may be protected by society  

and have their sufferings considered and heeded. 

The Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) is located in 
the alcove. Please ask the commentator to call for a  
CPR-qualified responder to help with the machine.  

There is also a Bodily Fluids kit in the alcove. 

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the 
police. If you, or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. 
Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  

(02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to 
speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. 

The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

LENTEN PROGRAM 

4 March 
The Power of Eucharistic Adoration 

Fr Hugh Thomas 

11 March 
Testimony of Faith 
Youth Mission Team 

18 March 
Ignatian Daily Examen 

Fr Tony Alex MGL 

25 March Reconciliation Liturgy 

All sessions will be held on Thursday at 7:30pm in the church. 
For more information about these events please take a flyer 

from the Ushers this weekend. 
 

Please register for all events on our website. 

The Power of Eucharistic Adoration 

Many know this as the holy hour. It is a time to have your one-
to-one conversation with Jesus and be renewed in a love, joy 

and peace that the Lord alone can give. 

“Here in the Blessed Sacrament we can talk to him straight from 
the heart.”  –St Alphonsus de Liguori 

“Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament has His hands full of graces, 
and He is ready to bestow them on anyone who asks for 

them.”–St Peter of Alcantara 

 

Join Fr Hugh Thomas as he explains the Power of Eucharistic 
Adoration on Thursday 4th March at 7:30pm in the church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr Hugh Thomas CssR. is a missionary member of the 
Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer. He has preached 

missions in Australia and overseas for many decades. In 2009 he 
preached a mission at Holy Spirit, Bray Park, prior to us 

beginning Perpetual Adoration, Villa Maria. Fr. Hugh as a 
missionary spent over 22 years in the Philippines. During that 

time he had a roving mission going from village to village 
preaching, administering the sacraments and training lay 

leaders. He has just completed 12 years in Western Australia, 
where he conducted many retreats and parish missions.  

 

For the last 7 years he has spent a couple of months each year 
in Indonesia and Singapore giving retreats to priests and 

promoting adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. With Fr.Doug 
Harris, a diocesan priest of Perth, he has helped establish 30 

chapels of Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration in different islands of 
Indonesia.  

 

Fr. Hugh has recently been transferred by his congregation from 
Perth to Sydney. He has the wisdom and maturity of a seasoned 
missionary who has heard it all and has helped many who have 

come to him as a representative of Jesus Christ.  

 

Please register on our website to attend this event. 

http://www.ourladyoffatima.com.au/register-for-events
http://www.ourladyoffatima.com.au/register-for-events


CHURCH OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER 
The church will be open each Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday during Lent from 9am to 5pm to provide 
people with an opportunity to make a short visit for 
personal prayer. 

Entrance to the Church will only be possible 
through the side door closest to the Parish House. 
Use the designated area for private prayer. 

Register your attendance in the entrance foyer by 
using the QR code system or alternatively 
completing the attendance sheet provided.  

Everyone is welcome. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE- After attending for personal prayer on Wednesday or Friday, if 
you decide to remain for Mass you will still need to register to allow 

us to comply with COVID Safety requirements. 

BARK IS BACK! 

The March issue of our parish magazine The Bark, is 
now being prepared. Do you have a news item about 
parish events or people that you would like included 

or an idea for an article?   
Please contact Julia Goff at 

goffam1@optusnet.com.au or on 0412 809 313  
as soon as possible.   

The deadline (absolute!) for articles is  
Friday 5 March.   

Friendship Group 
We are gathering again at 10am  
on Thursday, 18 March in the Parish 
Centre Meeting Room. 

We meet once a fortnight on a 
Thursday and come together to have 
a friendly chat over a cuppa and play 
a few board games or cards. Bingo is 
played every six weeks. 

We have about 24 guests and 10 helpers who provide 
transport, sandwiches and cakes for morning tea and 
lunch. New guests are always welcome. 

We are always in need of people to assist with transport, 
preparation of food or simply chatting with our guests. 

If you think you can help,  
please contact Helen on 9153 5074 or  

Ravilya at the Parish House on 9533 2594. 

 
Second Sunday of Lent 

Margret, 39, is a teacher at a vocational school for deaf students in the Solomon Islands. She was born 
deaf herself, so she knows the challenges it poses to education and employment.  

The school faced water shortages that often left staff and students without 
safe water for drinking, cooking, washing and growing vegetables.  

With Caritas Australia’s support, the school has installed water tanks, provided 
cyclone-proof building materials, and helped to implement COVID-19 
prevention measures. Margret’s school now has enough water and is now 
planning to boost food security through increased agricultural production. 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2021 and help people living with disabilities in the Solomon 
Islands gain access to education and clean water, empowering them with skills to protect our 

common home.  

C                          W                       ATHOLIC L OMEN’S EAGUE  

World Day of Prayer 
5 March at 1:30pm 

The World Day of Prayer is an international 
ecumenical Christian laywomen's initiative. It is run 
under the motto Informed Prayer and Prayerful 
Action, and is celebrated annually in over 170 
countries on the first Friday in March. 

The World Day of Prayer 2021 
host country is Vanuatu and the 
theme is “Build on a Strong 
Foundation”. 

The Catholic Women’s League 
would like to invite everyone to 
attend this joyous occasion. Please 
join us at our church. 

You can read more about this at 
www.worlddayofprayeraustralia.org/world-day-of-

prayer/wdp-2021/ 

mailto:goffam1@optusnet.com.au
http://www.worlddayofprayeraustralia.org/world-day-of-prayer/wdp-2021/
http://www.worlddayofprayeraustralia.org/world-day-of-prayer/wdp-2021/


WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR PARISH THIS WEEK? 

MON  Penshurst Physie Culture Club  4-9:30pm—PC Hall 

TUE Probus Grandviews  8:30am-12pm—PC Hall 

 Group Music Therapy 4:30-5:30pm— PC Hall 

Zumba 7-8pm—PC Hall 
Eucharistic Adoration  7:30pm—Church 

THU Peakhurst Men’s Walk & Talk  6pm  
(meet in the car park from 5:45pm) 

The Power of Eucharistic Adoration 7:30pm—Church 

FRI Zumba Gold  9am-11:30am—PC Hall 

Lugarno Probus Book Club—PC Meeting Room 

Friday Night Markets  3-8pm—Grounds 
Eucharistic Adoration  7:30pm—Church 

SAT Peakhurst Foodies & Farmers Market  8am-1pm—
Grounds 

SUN DoJSS Gathering  1:30-6pm—PC Hall 

Table Tennis  1-5pm—PC Hall 

Cornerstone  7-8:30pm—PC Hall 
PC: Parish Centre 

Sacramental Program 2021 

The schedule for our Sacramental Program is now 
available on our website at ourladyoffatima.com.au. 

If you would like to receive updates,  
please send an email to olfsacramental@bigpond.com. 

Read the Bible in a Year 
Join thousands of people all over the world  

(and growing) who listen to Fr Michael Schmitz’s 
BIBLE IN A YEAR podcast, as featured briefly in the 

Catholic Weekly on 31 January 2021. 

Learn about the story of salvation. 
Follow God’s people as they learn about  

His all-encompassing love. 
Find out how the New Testament lies hidden in the Old 

and the Old Testament is unveiled in the New. 
Gain a much deeper understanding of the Mass. 

Everyday brings a 20-minute podcast with Bible 
readings and a short commentary by Fr Mike.  It is 
available online and you can start at anytime from 
the beginning. 

To download your Bible Reading Plan, visit 
ascensionpress.com/bibleinayear. 

Want your notice  
in next week’s bulletin? 

Please contact Ravilya on 9533 2594 or 
email olfpeak@bigpond.com  

by 10am on Thursday. 

Thank you! 

Join us online for news, upcoming 
events and what’s been happening in 
all parish activities! 

Search Facebook for @OLFPeakhurst 
(or Our Lady of Fatima Parish, 
Peakhurst). 

CORNERSTONE 
Young Adults Fellowship 
Next meeting: 28 February 

7-8:30pm in the Parish Centre Hall 
Please register on our website. 

For young adults aged 18+ to grow deeper in faith and 
community. Includes dinner and fellowship. 

If you want to attend the 6pm Mass beforehand,  
please register on our website. 

For more information,  
please contact Simone on 0419 872 325  

or email olfyouth@bigpond.com. 

Receive the Grace to Go Make Disciples:  
A Lenten Companion  

Receive the Grace to Go Make 
Disciples: A Lenten Companion is a 
means to meditate upon the 
foundations of spiritual renewal. 
This resource includes the Sunday 
Gospels, reflection questions, 
devotional resources such as the 
Stations of the Cross, and also a 
spiritual reflection of the Christian life as explored in the 
Sunday Gospel, with reflections from different Priests 
including our own Parish Priest, Fr Chris Ryan MGL. 
 

To download your Lenten Companion visit 

https://www.gomakedisciples.org.au/wp-content/
uploads/2021/02/A4-Square-Lenten-Resource-Web.pdf 

http://www.ourladyoffatima.com.au/
mailto:olfsacramental@bigpond.com?subject=Please%20send%20me%20updates%20on%20the%20Sacramental%20Program%20at%20OLF%20Peakhurst
http://ascensionpress.com/bibleinayear
https://www.ourladyoffatima.com.au/register-for-events
http://www.ourladyoffatima.com.au/attend-a-mass
https://www.gomakedisciples.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/A4-Square-Lenten-Resource-Web.pdf
https://www.gomakedisciples.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/A4-Square-Lenten-Resource-Web.pdf

