
Reflections 
on this weekend’s readings 

Liturgy for the Week 

From 7 December, the 2sqm/person rule will 
continue to be in effect. We can accommodate 

230 people in the church and 80 in the hall.   
Please register on our website. 

SUNDAY 
5:00pm (Saturday Vigil)  
9:15am & 6:00pm 

WEDNESDAY  
& FRIDAY 

9:30am Mass 

Sacramental Schedule 

BAPTISMS 

1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month.  Contact the Parish 
Office for details. 
2sqm/person rule. 

MARRIAGES 
Please contact the Parish 
Office for details. 
2sqm/person rule. 

ANOINTINGS 

Any time day 9533 2594 or 
night 9580 1310. 
In an EMERGENCY,  
please ring 9580 1310. 

FUNERALS 
Contact the Parish Office. 
2sqm/person rule. 

RECONCILIATION 

Fri 7-8:30pm during 
Eucharistic Adoration. 
Please contact the Parish 
Office for more information. 

On this final Sunday of Advent, the Church moves our gaze to 
the Annunciation. The whole scene hinges around one word: 
‘Yes.’ Mary’s fiat sets in motion the entire Christian drama. In 
his film Jesus of Nazareth, Franco Zeffirelli pictures the 
Annunciation this way: Mary is asleep at night when a gust of 
wind opens a high window. Afraid at all the commotion, Mary 
gets up and starts to pray. As she prays, we see her face change 
and her body bend over. With tears in her eyes, Mary looks up 
through the window to the moonlit sky and simply says, ‘Yes’. 
The swirling wind dies down at once. 

In recent years successive popes have reminded us that the 
best devotion to Mary is one that leads us to do what she did: 
say ‘yes’ to Jesus. Mary is not a stop on our journey of faith; she 
is a guidepost that always sends us on to Christ. Mary does not 
save us, for we believe she needed to be saved by Christ as 
well. That’s why she could say yes in the first place. Mary 
recognised the gift and the giver and became the bearer of God 
for the world. 

In this final week of Advent let’s keep reminding ourselves of 
this simple but life-changing fact: Jesus saves us. Jesus saves us 
from death. Jesus saves us from living lives devoid of purpose 
and meaning and Jesus saves us from ourselves. 

We don’t save ourselves. We cannot earn salvation by good 
works or prayers or penance. And, as difficult as it is to hear, we 
cannot save anyone else. That includes our children, spouse, 
grandchildren, parents or friends. 

Our prayers, good works and faith are the responses we make 
to the salvation of Christ we claim here and now. And how we 
live is the way by which those we love will find the gift of God’s 
salvation for themselves. 

In the midst of this frantic final week before Christmas when so 
many other things can distract us from what this grace-filled 
feast is really all about, let’s take a moment to join Mary in 
accepting into our lives and hearts the greatest of all gifts – our 
undeserved salvation, Jesus Christ the Lord. 

May you and your family have a happy and blessed Christmas. 

© Richard Leonard SJ 

Love 
For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should have eternal life. 

—John 3:16 

https://www.ourladyoffatima.com.au/attend-a-mass


The Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) is located in 
the alcove. Please ask the commentator to call for a  
CPR-qualified responder to help with the machine.  

There is also a Bodily Fluids kit in the alcove. 

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the 
police. If you, or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. 
Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  

(02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to 
speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. 

The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph—Year B 

First Reading: Ecclesiasticus 3:2-6, 12-14 
Second Reading: Colossians 3:12-21 

Gospel: Luke 2:22-40 

R emembering those who have gone before us... 
RECENTLY DECEASED: Peter Branagan, Gerard Price, Paul Calvisi    

ANNIVERSARIES: Mark Moran, Lidia Petroni   ALSO: Lynette Ludlam, Thomas & Doris Ludlam, Peter & Mary Maher, 
John Maher, Marcia Howard, Jill Wells, Luciano Bertin, Maria & Luigi Dolce, Settimo & Rina Bertin,  

deceased members of the McGlinn & Woodbridge families, deceased members of the Fitzpatrick & Gentile families. 

The Pope’s Prayer Intention for December 

We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ 
be nourished by the Word of God and a life of prayer. 

Thank You! 
Members of St Vincent de Paul  
wish to thank our parishioners  

for their generous response to our 
Christmas appeals, which enabled us to prepare and 
distribute Christmas Hampers to families this year.  

We also thank you for your ongoing financial 
support, which allows us to continue the good 
works of St Vincent de Paul in assisting the less 

fortunate people in our community. 

We thank Fr Tony and the Leadership team for your 
support of St Vincent de Paul.  We must also thank 

the Kennedy family, our ‘honorary Vinnies 
members’, for their excellent work in preparing and 

distributing hampers, and congratulate them on 
being the first team to complete their delivery run. 

They put us ‘oldies’ to shame! 

Merry Christmas and May God Bless You All 

Patricia Forrester, Helen Isouard, John Vaux, Inez Mullen, Natalie Calo,  
Pat Brady, Garth Legge, Patricia Legge, Gina Paino, Warren Smith,  
Loretta Vitale, Peter Blacklock, Amelia Jenkins, Laurie Stubbings,  

Giuseppina Algozzino, Anne Raw, Shauna Nercey, Margaret Knight, Rose Chuter, Linda Souza, Debbie Bryant,  
Penelope Ford, Kathy Dennett, Fay Kerslake, Skye Lumley, Blake Lumley, Marie Bennett, Bernadette Callose,  
Gabrielle Hamond, Elizabeth Walter, Bart Brunton, Adam Cook, Jonathon Molyneux, Mary Briggs-Atkinson,  

John & Jean Ryan, Sr Rosarii lsp, Debbie Richards, Pat Ludlam, Jack Ethan Atkins Walker. 
If there is someone you would like the parish to pray for, or you would like someone removed from the list,  

please contact Clarissa at the Parish Office on 9533 2594 or email olfpeak@bigpond.com. 

P raying for healing... 

WE NEED YOUR HELP 
to invite our whole parish to Christmas Mass! 

We would like to get the word out to the community 
about our Mass times for the Christmas celebrations. To 
do this, we need your help. 

There are bundles of flyers at the back of the church and 
a map showing the streets of our parish. Please take 
some flyers, highlight the streets on the map that you 
will deliver to and go for a walk. 
Please return any undelivered flyers the following week. 
Thanks in advance for your help! 

PROJECTIONISTS NEEDED 

Projectionists are needed again at all weekend Masses. 
It's not a difficult job and you would go on a rotating 
roster for your preferred Mass.  Projectionists are also 
needed for all four Christmas Masses. If you can help, 
please contact domalati@hotmail.com. 

Requiem Mass 
for Peter Branagan will be held at 11am 

on Wednesday 23 December in the church. 

Christmas Eve Pageant - The Show Will Go On!  

We are very excited that restrictions have eased and we 
will be performing the annual Children’s Christmas 
Pageant during our 6pm Christmas Eve Mass! 

Please contact Marissa on 0419 127 797 ASAP if your 
child would like to be a part of this. 

There will be ONE REHEARSAL: 
Tuesday 22 December at 8:30am in the church grounds. 

All children must attend.     COVIDSafe guidelines will be 
followed. 

THE BARK IS OUT AND ABOUT! 
The December 2020 issue of The Bark is now available. 

Thank you to our very generous contributors. 

You can access The Bark via the parish website 
www.ourladyoffatima.com.au/the-bark-issues  

or request a print copy by contacting Clarissa at the  
Parish Office on olfpeak@bigpond.com or 9533 2594. 

If you would like a copy to be emailed directly to you, 
please contact Julia Goff at goffam1@optusnet.com.au.  

mailto:domalati@hotmail.com
http://www.ourladyoffatima.com.au/the-bark-issues

