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L 
ooking back over an eventful year, we can,  to a great extent, 
still  say “This is the Year that the Lord has made, we 
will rejoice and be glad in it.”  Psalm 118:24.  

We began the year like any other normal year but soon we had to 
cope with a lot of change. It started with the restructuring of the 
MGLs and allocation of a new role for me to be more present and 
dedicated to the OLF community. Little did I anticipate the complex 
response that would be required with the onslaught of COVID-19. 

Judith Kennedy stepped into a new volunteer role as Alpha Co-
ordinator and plans for a whole Alpha season was laid out. We 
began promotions and people started signing up. There was an 
excitement about it all which quickly had to be pulled back.  

Memories of the last Mass before lockdown on the March 21/22 
weekend are still very fresh. All hands came on board and in a short 
while we managed to respond to the need by having an outdoor 
Mass and live-streaming into the church. It was a very surreal 
experience.  

Setting up livestreaming with the generous help from Peter Esho, 
celebrating Mass before an empty church and imagining people at the other end of the stream slowly became the 
order of the day. Soon people sent in their photographs which were stuck on the pews; this helped give a sense of 
life and connection. Holy Week and Easter was a hard reality with only people who had roles to play in the 
ceremonies permitted to be in the church. 

We tried our best to connect and engage with one another. Clarissa frantically worked on getting together contact 
details of parishioners to give regular updates through emails, text messages and phone calls.  A telephone 
ministry was set up and slowly we started hearing stories of despair and trial but also experiences of care, support, 
goodness and gratitude. One Meal, through Lending a Hand, moved to providing take-away meals and continued 
to serve the needy.   

When things slowly started “relaxing”, numbers like 10, 50 and 85 became bywords, standing for the number of 
people who could be in church. There was a great thirst for people to receive Communion and so a visitation 
ministry started with a group of parishioners taking Communion to the sick and vulnerable. Registrations, signing 
in, sanitising, marked seating, no singing, wearing masks, no reception of the blood of Christ, new gestures for the 
Sign of Peace, ministers coming to the people in the pews for Communion and no hanging around to chat with 
friends after Mass and sanitising the pews and all touch surfaces after every gathering became the order of the day.  

Yet with all this we were able to carry out new projects:  refurbishing the parish centre meeting room, installing a 
new sound system in the church and an audio-visual system in the hall, having a holy hour of Adoration every 
Friday, installing surveillance cameras to help us keep the church open when permissible, holding Taize prayer 
evenings that gave a new experience of prayer (packed to capacity), launching the great start to the Peakhurst 
Men’s Walk and Talk and our fortnightly young adults’ gatherings. These are just some of the group initiatives. 
We also need to recognise the many individuals of the parish who personally and collectively contributed greatly 
in supporting and being there for one another.  

All this was accomplished because of many committed and energetic parishioners who rose to the occasion and 
served so well.  

In a special way I would like to thank the whole Leadership Team who worked hard to accomplish what we did. I 
would like to thank Deb Cummins in particular for her leadership and responding so promptly and efficiently to 

Rejoice and be glad! 
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the changing situations. I would also like to thank Jenni Payne who has contributed greatly as secretary and served 
so generously over the last three years but in particular during this eventful year.   

We as a parish family can certainly look back, rejoicing and being glad! We thank the Lord for his graciousness and 
blessings that he poured out in our midst and we look forward to the coming year with excitement.  

Congratulations to Tony MacDougal, who has generously offered to chair the Leadership Team and Tosca 
Galluzzo who is the incoming secretary.  We have welcomed new Leadership Team members, Frances Simon and 
Lauren Koszek, who will serve with John Fitzpatrick and Steve Graham. Together with the Leadership Team and 
the many ministry leaders, staff, volunteers and the whole parish family, I am looking forward to an exciting 2021.  

With a new mission plan for the Archdiocese being launched on December  12 with the title “Go make Disciples” 
may we as a parish family gear up to answer  this call.   

Wishing you a blessed Christmas and fruitful New Year. 

Father Tony Alex MGL 

“2020” – who could have imagined the year that we have 
had? I’m sure that in many annual reports on the past year 
there will be a focus on the strange and even negative 
circumstances caused by the global pandemic. My mum, 
however, taught me the philosophy of looking at life and the 
events we encounter with a ‘glass half full’ mindset. So, in 
reflecting on our Parish over the past 12 months, I believe 
that there were a number of positive and even inspiring 
consequences arising from the life-altering changes due to 
COVID-19. 

At the start of the year, the Australian Church was looking 
forward to the deliberations of Plenary 2020. Here at OLF 
we began with the news that Father Tony was to take 
responsibility for the day-to-day leadership and associated 
administration of Our Lady of Fatima. Our Music Ministry 
had plans to bring to fruition some of the findings of their 
comprehensive survey of parishioners and we were able to 
update the sound system in the church. The monthly night 
markets, Lending Hand One Meal dinners, Peak Youth and 
the Youth Masses were up and running as were the various 
ministries which had begun to plan for the year ahead. The 
Alpha Program was to begin in April and the Liturgy Team 
were planning the Easter liturgies which were to include 
celebrating the Sacraments of Initiation for a new family to 
the parish, the Scrymgeours, at the Easter Vigil. 

However, during the middle of March, the pause button was 
pressed and parish life as we know it changed: from outdoor 
Masses one weekend to empty pews the next.  Finally, we 
moved to  increasing restricted numbers attending Mass 
over the subsequent months. We have been able to make 
our parish Masses and weekly Eucharistic Adoration 
available to many through livestreaming and an online 
registration process. As well as this Father Tony led a 33- 
day retreat during September and October, the Scrymgeour 
family received the Sacraments of Initiation at a Sunday 
Mass and two beautiful Taize services have been held,  all of 
which have enriched the liturgical life of our parish. 

While the earlier lockdown restrictions caused concern for 
our isolated and elderly parishioners, St Vincent de Paul 
members were able to offer assistance to any requests for 
shopping or the provision of essentials, the Lending a Hand 
Team continued the One Meal service at Riverwood 
Community Centre every Monday evening, transferring 
from dine in to a take-away service and the CWL, Friendship 
and Life Ascending groups created an intercessory prayer 
group offering prayers for all intentions received from our 
community. Another group of parishioners started a phone 
contact system regularly ringing those who may have 
needed support or who welcomed the chance to have a 
friendly chat over the phone. This then led to the Youth 
Mission Team, who are based in our parish, assisting Father 
Tony with regular home visits to those parishioners who are 
still house bound or unable to come to Mass.  

So, while we know that some of our Ministries such as CWL 
and Friendship group are keen to return to their usual 
gatherings, we continue to ensure the safety of all at OLF. It 
is here that I would like to acknowledge the team of Mass 
‘ushers’ who have been so reliable and diligent every week, 
not just making sure that we are following our Parish’s 
COVID-19 Safety Plan, but being that welcoming face to all, 
even if it is behind a mask! Once it may have been a nod and 
a hello to others as we arrived at the church, now it is a 
warm welcome by name and a chat about their week which 
has brought closer connections within our parish 
community.  

I would also like to acknowledge Emma Williams for her 
significant contribution to the safety of all in our parish. 
Right from the start Emma has maintained a vigilant 
approach to the cleaning and sanitising of all of our parish 
facilities. From early mornings, to after every Mass, 
gathering or meeting, Emma has been amazing in the time 
and energy she has put into adhering to COVID-19 cleaning 
protocols. So on behalf of all at OLF, thank you Emma! 

APM Report Leadership Team Report 



3 

Finally, on behalf of the Leadership Team, I’d like to thank all 
ministry leaders and their teams for managing so well in 
these changing times and continuing to serve our parish 
community. To Clarissa, our wonderful Parish Secretary, who 
has also put in so much time and effort into keeping our 
parish communications and processes running so smoothly 
and efficiently, thank you! 

Wishing you all, our parish family, a very happy and holy 
Christmas.  May 2021 bring joy to you all. 

 

Deb Cummins.  
(Outgoing) Chair of Leadership Team 

Our Annual Parish Meeting -  8  November 2020 

It was wonderful to have 37 parishioners in attendance at the 2020 Annual Parish Meeting. This was 12 more than 
last year, despite COVID-19.  

Below are some items of interest in the minutes, which can be found on the Parish website: 

Alpha Co-ordinator – Judith Kennedy took this on and things were planned but due to COVID-19  were unable to be 
progressed. Plans for Alpha will proceed in 2021. 

Recently, Judith Kennedy has taken on the Evangelisation role in a voluntary capacity.  

The Bark was reintroduced in December 2019 led by Julia Goff and the fourth issue for 2020 is to be published in 
time for Christmas. 

Finance:  in the last year $80,000 has been spent on maintenance with more issues to be addressed in 2021. 

The church sound system was replaced and security cameras were installed; the projector and sound system in the 
parish centre were targeted for replacement, which is to occur in early December; 

Father Tony, the Leadership Team, Liturgy Team, a greatly-reduced Music Ministry and rostered welcoming 
parishioners/ushers,  as well as Emma Williams (who has cleaned  the church and all our premises after every use)  
have been hard at work all year to ensure parishioners have continued to have access to meaningful liturgies and 
been kept safe. 

Beautiful Taize liturgies have been provided this year; thank you to Tosca Galluzzo for organising these meaningful 
and peaceful times for prayer. 

Since Lent, Father Tony has provided weekly Eucharistic Adoration on Friday evenings.  

The catechists have completed a fantastic job by covering all classes for Special Religious Education in the three 
local public primary schools during Terms 3 and 4; 80 members of our SRE family participated in the Thanksgiving 
Mass held on 22 November – this was an amazing response! 

Marissa de Marcellis provided online resources/printed packs for Children’s Liturgy families throughout the year. 

Fortnightly Young Adults’ Fellowship commenced in the last few months; 

Catholic Women’s League and Friendship Group leaders have kept in touch with members. 

Lending a Hand members have continued to support worthy causes such as One Meal and recently initiated the 
Peakhurst Men’s Walk and Talk; 

Our St Vincent de Paul members have continued to support the needy in our area utilising a COVID-safe drop-off 
procedure. As usual, Vinnies members are busy organising Christmas Hampers, the Christmas Appeal, cards and 
Lions Christmas cakes and puddings! 

The Friday evening Foodies Markets ceased for a number of months and returned at the end of November; 
Saturday Farmers’ Fresh Produce markets commenced on a weekly basis and have been well-supported.  

It has been a very busy year in our OLF Parish!  Thank you to our MANY dedicated parishioners who as volunteers 
support the work of the Parish in so many ways! Thank you to Clarissa who has worked tirelessly on 
communicating with parishioners and the administration of our COVID-Safe procedures. Thank you also to Father 
Tony, Father Adam, Father Cameron and Father Chris who have continuously ministered to the community.  

Jenni Payne, (Outgoing) Secretary, Parish Leadership Team 
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Welcome to the Leadership Team 

As you will read in the summary of the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting, two new members were elected 
to the Leadership Team. We thank them for their willingness to serve and lead the parish. Introducing…. 

Frances Simon 

I grew up in Our Lady of Fatima Parish at Kingsgrove, attending both OLF 
primary school and St Ursula’s College. On leaving school I completed an 
Accounting degree at the University of NSW and had a career at the Tax Office. I 
married my husband Kelvin in 1984, after which we settled in Ballantyne Road, 
Mortdale Heights. Kelvin and I have been  long-term members of the Disciples of 
Jesus Community and in 1986 I assisted Kelvin in setting up the Youth Mission 
Team, which is now a national work, supporting missionaries in evangelism 
throughout Australia.  

We have three children: Katie, Peter and Jessica,  who all received their 
sacraments at OLF Peakhurst. In 1994 I commenced teaching at TAFE and 
returned to university study gaining qualifications in Vocational Education and 
Training (VET) as well as Management. I am currently hold the position of Head 
Teacher of Business at Bankstown TAFE. I have reduced my role to a half load to enable me to pursue other 
ventures, including being a partner in our family business (Child Protection Consultancy and Investigation) and 
the Administrator of the ‘Arete Centre for Missionary Leadership,’ a work of the Missionaries of Gods Love.  
 

I have a passion for evangelisation, particularly youth and have been trained as a prayer minister by Victorious 
Ministry Through Christ (VTMC), an international ecumenical organisation. 

My hobbies include water aerobics and walking. I also love travelling (particularly to Europe), although this has 
been limited this year. We have been blessed with three beautiful grandchildren who we love spending time 
with.  

I am looking forward to serving in my new role on the Parish Leadership team.  

and… 
 

Lauren Koszek  

I have just been newly appointed as part of the parish leadership team and I am 
excited about taking on this new challenge. 

I grew up in Cabramatta and belonged to Sacred Heart Parish where my family were 
involved in the Church. After getting married in September 2006 I moved to 
Peakhurst and needed to find a new parish. I was very sad to leave Sacred Heart 
and Father McAuliffe but knew it was time for a new adventure. I could not have 
chosen a better parish to belong to. Coming here, knowing no one, I was welcomed 
and felt part of the community straight away. Since being here I have been involved 
in Children's Liturgy and am an Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist.  

I am a primary school teacher and have been teaching in Catholic schools for the 
last 17 years. I completed my initial studies at The Australian Catholic University and 

went back in 2014 to begin my Masters of Religious Education which I graduated from in 2018. I started my 
teaching career at St Gertrude’s Catholic Primary School, Smithfield teaching a variety of grades and holding 
some co-ordinator positions. I moved to St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, Riverwood in 2014 and am now 
REC. This year I am currently teaching Kindergarten and look forward to teaching Kindy again next year. 

When I was much younger, I was a dancer and loved the performing arts. I still enjoy going to watch musicals 
and doing arts and crafts. I like to read (when I am on holidays) and always love to socialise with family and 
friends. I am looking forward to meeting more people in my new role and help to continue to make Our Lady of 
Fatima a thriving Catholic community.  
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 “The poor have much to teach you. You have much to learn from them.” 

S t Vincent de Paul was born in 1581 in a small 

village in the south of France and died in 1660. 

He was canonized in 1737 and is primarily 

recognised for his charity and compassion for the 

poor. 

The Society of St Vincent de Paul, a Catholic charitable 

organization dedicated to the service of the poor, was 

founded by Blessed Antoine Frederic Ozanam (on his 

20
th

 birthday) in 1833 in Paris which, in the early 19
th

 

century, was in the grip of great upheavals following 

the French Revolution. 

Large numbers of the country people were moving to 

cities to find work in the factories. Many arrived to 

discover there was no work, little pay or that the 

factories were closed due to the revolution. 

In 1832 an epidemic of cholera swept through Paris 

killing up to 1200 people each day. Large slum areas 

were forming in Paris; thousands of people lived 

without work, some without clothes and many were 

alcoholics. Homelessness, disease and starvation were 

common.  

A young student, Frederic Ozanam, had to walk 

through the poorer suburbs on his way to university 

lectures each day and he soon became deeply moved 

at the hopeless state of families who had been left 

without the support of their breadwinners after the 

epidemic. 

It was the taunt of an anti-religious opponent in a 

debating society founded by the students that stung 

him to action: 

“You are right Ozanam when you speak of the past! In 

former times Christianity worked wonders, but what is 

it doing for mankind now? And you, who pride 

yourself on your Catholicity, what are you doing now 

for the poor? Show us your works.” 

Frederic Ozanam gathered a few friends around him 

and, on 23 April 1833, they met to decide what they 

could do to assist the poor. After the meeting Frederic 

and his flatmate took the remainder of their winter 

wood supply and gave it to a widow. These young 

men attracted the comment  “What can seven young 

men hope to achieve in alleviating the suffering of 

Paris?” Fortunately Ozanam paid little heed to their 

comments, determined to satisfy his own conscience 

that he was doing what he could to bear witness to his 

Christian upbringing by assisting those less fortunate 

in the community. 

The small group decided to adopt the name The 

Society of St Vincent de Paul after the Patron Saint of 

Christian charity. They sought the advice of Sister 

Rosalie Rendu, a Daughter of Charity, who was visiting  

families in one of the poorer districts. Sister Rendu 

introduced the young men to people they could assist. 

They agreed to meet weekly to strengthen their 

friendship and to respond to the needs of those they 

served. 

It was not long after that other good citizens of Paris 

took note of the charitable works of the students. 

Within a year membership had expanded to 100 and it 

became necessary to split the conference (group) into 

three separate conferences. At the same time other 

conferences sprang up in parishes around Paris. In its 

first decade the Society spread to 48 other cities in 

France and Italy and numbered over 9,000 members. 

After some years the Society reached Rome (1842), 

England (1844), Belgium, Scotland, Ireland (1845), and 

the United States of America (1846) and Australia 

(1854). 

Until 1963 women were organised separately 

throughout the world as the ‘Women’s Society of St 

Vincent de Paul’. It was founded in 1856 to render 

charitable aid to the afflicted in matters which men 

could not handle such as the care of widows, orphan 

girls and mothers with young families. After a trial 

period the Women’s Society was amalgamated with 

the Men’s Society in 1967. Internationally the Society 

now admits both men and women with equal 

responsibility. 

As Vincentians today, we strive to be like Blessed 

Frederic and endeavour to maintain the Faith, Hope 

and Love which he demonstrated to those in need. 

Mike Flanagan,  

St Vincent de Paul Peakhurst Conference 

A history of   

the St Vincent de Paul Society 
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Sending buckets of love 
Recently, Lending A Hand, on behalf of the parish, donated $2,500 to the MGL Mission Fund in the Philippines. 
This donation will help to help provide a traditional Filipino Christmas Eve meal for 2,200 poor families in the 
Parish of St Benedict.  Each family will receive a bucket containing pasta, pasta sauce, cheese, tinned fruit 
cocktail, sweetened condensed milk, cream, coffee, Milo, sugar and a 500g Christmas Ham.  The gift giving will be 
on December 23 and 24. Fr Steve Tynan from the MGLs has indicated that they will make a video which they will 
be happy to send us early in the new year 

On previous occasions, Lending A Hand has been able to assist organisations with connections to our priests, 
including providing computers to a seminary in the Philippines at which Fr Manuel Santiago had served. Fr 
Manuel was an assistant priest at OLF at that time and is now Parish Priest at St Thomas More, Brighton. Also, on 
another occasion, we provided $10,000 to fund the building of a church in Liquidoe in East Timor which our 
assistant priest at the time, Fr. Moses, had visited. The Parish Priest in charge in Liquidoe, Fr Cho, was Fr Moses’ 
parish priest in Korea prior to both priests ministering outside of Korea. 

Tony Thorpe, Lending a Hand 

Recently I interviewed Sienna De Marcellis who has been selected as co-Vice-Captain at Marist Catholic College 
Penshurst for 2021. Sienna will be sharing this role with a male ex-student of her primary school, Mater Dei 
Blakehurst, where I was Principal.  Congratulations Sienna!   

 Tell me about yourself and your family. 
 I have three siblings -  Joshua, Arnika and Xavier. My Mum is Marissa and my Dad is Robert. We live locally – 
just a short walk away from the church.  We come to church  every Sunday and usually Mum is involved with 
Children’s Liturgy. I have joined the readers’ roster for Mass and I was an altar server when I was younger. My 
sister Arnika was serving at Mass until COVID-19. I was involved in the Christmas Mass last year as a reader for 
the pageant. At times, I also assist Mum with Children’s Liturgy and help with organising the gifts for Mother’s 
Day and Father’s Day Masses for Children’s Liturgy or help my Dad with the barbecue.  

Your mum and dad, Marissa and Robert, have been very involved in the parish for a number of years. Can you 
tell me how and why you have also been involved in Parish life? 
 I like how our parish is like one big family. I love the community spirit and how everyone is able to talk with 
each other and feel included in the church so it is a very welcoming and nurturing environment and I really like 
that about this parish. 

What would you like to see happening for young people in our parish that is not already available? 
I know that they were doing the Alpha program but with COVID-19 that stopped. I think it would be a really 
good initiative to keep going with Alpha not just for adults but for teens and people my age. I think it is an 
enjoyable program as I’ve been to Alpha  a couple of times at St Declan’s.  

Next year will be your sixth year at Penshurst. How have you involved yourself in the life of the school since 
Year 7? 
I have participated in as many representative sports as possible. I have helped at the Open Days as a guide or 
helped the teachers in the classrooms for Art or Hospitality talking to the parents and new students. I am also 
involved as a reader in school liturgies. I help with the Year 7s who may need assistance. When I was in Year 10, 
I was part of the Peer Support Team working with the Year 7s, talking to them about school and getting to 
know them so that they have someone to talk to. I was also an SRC representative in Year 8.  

Can you tell me about the selection process for the student leadership positions?  
We had to complete an application form and answer questions about how we would lead through service and 
help the school community. All the applications were entered into a Google doc and the students then had the 
option to look at everyone’s application and decide for whom they wanted to vote. 

An interview with Sienna De Marcellis by Jenni Payne 
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About 40 girls and 20 boys applied and then the students voted for eight girl and boy captains and two school 
captains for girls and boys. The teachers had the opportunity to vote and then the leaders of the school – the 
Principal, Assistant Principal and Leader of Wellbeing went through the votes and chose the people who were the 
best for the positions.   

What would you like to achieve and contribute to the 
school during the next 12 months?  

I decided to apply for a position as I believe that I could 
help the school and encourage and develop the school 
spirit. Since COVID-19, the family spirit has decreased in 
the school and I believe that I could come up with new 
ideas and initiatives to engage more students and get 
them more involved so that although we are a school on 
two campuses we are also one family.  I want to ensure 
that this motto comes about in the school. In the next 
year I would like to ensure that more students are getting 
involved and feel like they belong in the community so 
that we can be a nurturing and inclusive school.  

Many parishioners may know you from your time 
working at Lugarno Post Office. Is there anything you 
learnt in your time there that can be transferred to your 
new position?   
I’ve learnt to be resilient and flexible while balancing 
work, study and sport. It has been an opportunity to 
make sure that I am always organised and don’t not fall 
behind in anything. It has given me the chance to make 
sure that I am always focussed and don’t lose track of 
time and waste time. It has helped me learn customer 
service skills and interpersonal skills so that I can talk to 
people on a comfortable, genuine and natural level so 
that I am not awkward around them. Socially it has provided situations to meet new people and interact with 
others.  

Do you have any thoughts about what you might learn about yourself and others from being a school leader? 
I think that I will learn how to work cohesively as a team and make sure that I don’t  take control so that everyone 
gets an equal opportunity to have input and we all have the chance to work together for a positive end result. It 
will also teach me how to work better with students in other years, not just my own year group. It will help me to 
improve my understanding of the younger grades.  

Thank you for your time Sienna! I am sure that all the parishioners will be wishing you all the best in this very 
important year ahead.  

God, grant you the light of Christmas, which is faith; 
The warmth of Christmas, which is love; 
The radiance of Christmas which is purity; 
The righteousness of Christmas, which is justice; 
The belief in Christmas, which is truth; 
The all of Christmas which is Christ. 
 
John Byrom 
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The Benfields – farewell to OLF 
 

O 
ne of sad aspects of living in the time of COVID-19, is that some parishioners have moved and we have 
not been able to farewell them as we would have liked.  Anne and John Benfield have been pillars of the 
parish for many, many years but have recently retired to John Paul Village at Heathcote.  Äs they are 
very modest, it took a great deal of persuasion by Angela Centorrino to elicit this information from 
John.  

Angela told the Bark that “I couldn’t let our dear friends disappear into the sunset without acknowledging the debt 
of gratitude we owe to them and all our founding families.  We would not have what we have today at OLF without 
the hard work, dedication and love shown by these early pioneers of this special place.”  

Well said, and thank you, Angela. 

From John and Anne Benfield 

Dear Friends, 

Firstly, we thank you for the gift voucher, which we will put to good use, and the heart-warming sentiments 
expressed on the card. 

We have been members of the parish ever since the church was built and Fr O’Shea was the Parish Priest. We could 
not speak more highly of him; he was so proud of the Church when it was built and would often call in to our house 
for a cup of tea and a chat. Two of our sons were baptised by him and our eldest son was married in the church. 

The parish was very friendly and used to hold family picnics, progressive dinners and even tennis nights. Anne was a 
CWL member and helped in the Piety Stall until the COVID-19 virus stopped most activities. She also ran a market 
research group raising $2000 in one night; this helped provided some furniture for the recently built parish hall. 

John was involved in the gardening group in the earlier years, then the St Vincent De Paul group for 13 years and 
was drawn to join the Church due to the example of family and friends. 

We are thankful for the friendship and will always remember our happy days in the parish, regretting that we could 
not say our goodbyes properly due to the restrictions caused by the virus. 

Wishing the parish and all the wonderful people there  the very best for the future as we settle into our new life at 
John Paul Village 

Anne and John Benfield. 
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Finance 

T 
he latest reduction in restrictions for numbers able to attend religious activities means that attendance at 
weekly Masses should return to close to normal. On average, over the shut-down period, attendances at 
the weekend Masses has been down around 25%, with many parishioners watching streamed Masses 

online. While children may account for a large proportion of those not physically attending Mass in the church or 
hall, overall collections have been down around the same 25%.   

Despite this, Parish finances have held up fairly well due mainly to the Federal Government grants and income from 
the weekly markets. Now that attendance at Mass can resume to normal levels, it is hoped that collections can also 
return to normal level or better because the government grants have now either been reduced or finished. 

We are thankful for the great support provided by the monthly credit card and envelope contributors who have 
stayed loyal over this difficult period. We are also thankful to the Federal Government that has compensated us for 
income lost from to other activities that have not been possible because of the restrictions caused by the virus. 

Despite the restrictions our parish has adapted well and introduced alternatives to enable some sense of normality 
despite these challenges. We look forward to seeing all parishioners returning and will appreciate your ongoing 
financial and other support. 

Tony Thorpe, Finance Committee 

A s I write this article, we look forward to 
Monday, 7 December, when we will be 

allowed 230 worshippers in the church for Mass 
and 80 worshippers in the hall, as needed.  This 
is based on the two-square-metres-per-person 
rule. 

Since 4/5 July, with 1.5m physical distancing and 
the four-square-metres-per-person rule, we were 
restricted to 115 worshippers in the church for 
Mass and 40 worshippers in the hall.   

Through this entire period live-streaming of the 
9.15am Sunday Mass and the Wednesday and 
Friday Masses has continued. 

On 1 November, we celebrated All Saints’ Day 
and on 2 November, All Souls’ Day with our 
special Remembrance Mass.  We had a full 
church for the Mass.  Our thanks to everyone 
who helped make this celebration so meaningful, 
especially Clarissa for her beautiful photo 
slideshow of our deceased loved ones. 

On 22 November, the Feast of Christ the King,  
the Thanksgiving Mass for the children who 
participate in Catholic Special Religious 
Education classes at our local public schools was 
celebrated at the 6pm Mass.  Again, the church 
was full with many families attending. We thank 
the Catechists for organising this Mass and their 
hard work, during a disrupted year, of bringing 
the Good News to the children of our Parish. 

The new liturgical year (Year B) commenced on 
29 November, with the First Sunday of Advent.  
The Advent Wreath, Jesse Tree (representing the 
Family Tree of Jesus) and Nativity scene are all in 
place. 

The times of our Christmas Masses are: 6.00pm 
Children’s Christmas Vigil, 9.00pm Christmas 
Vigil, 9.15am Christmas Day and 11.00am 
Christmas Day.  The 6.00pm Mass will be 
celebrated in the car park to allow for larger 
numbers and will be live-streamed to the church 
for those who would prefer to sit indoors.  
Registration via the Parish website will be 
required to attend the Christmas Masses to assist 
with mandatory record-keeping. 

We sincerely thank Father Tony who has 
ministered to us in such a wonderful way during 
this very difficult time, as well as Father Adam 
and Father Cameron. We are also grateful to 
Clarissa, our dedicated Parish Secretary and your 
Parish Leadership Team for their work during 
this time.  Lastly, ‘’thank you” to the many 
wonderful parishioners who have helped with 
our liturgies. 

Happy Christmas everyone.  

David Payne 

For Liturgy Committee 

Our Liturgy in the time of COVID-19 
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Marian Consecration at OLF 

On 10 September close to 80  participants commenced the journey of 
Marian Consecration.  Some  were repeating this journey and renewing 
their consecration and others were entering in to the great unknown.  

Each Thursday one group met in the morning and the other met in the 
evening.  We gathered at set tables, discussed our readings and listened 
to Father Tony give us a deeper understanding of our readings. Most 
importantly, we shared our thoughts, feelings and questions with our 
table and friendships were formed built on faith. 

The purpose of Marian Consecration is, quite simply, to grow closer to 
Jesus through his beloved Mother.  In the process we learnt about the 
devotion to Mary of Pope John Paul II, St Teresa of Calcutta, St 
Maximillian Kolbe and St Louis de Montfort.  Perhaps the word that  
showed the simplicity of what we had chosen to undertake was the 
word “entrustment” expressed by Pope John Paul II. The words of the 
Pope simplified this consecration and made the experience much less 
daunting. 

After 33 days the highlight of the journey was, of course, the final Mass of Consecration to Mary. Two beautiful 
Masses were held on 13 October, the Feast Day of Our Lady of Fatima, Peakhurst. After Mass some beautiful 
testimonies were shared and we gathered to enjoy a meal together (COVID -19 safe of course!). 

It is hoped this Consecration opportunity will be repeated in 2021. I would recommend it highly as an experience 
that builds on your understanding of significant Catholics and brings you closer to your beloved Jesus through his 
Mother. As Catholics, what more  could we ask for? 

We thank Father Tony for facilitating this Consecration. His depth of understanding, his energy and the relatable 
way in which he shares his knowledge is a gift to us all. 

Judith Kennedy, Evangelisation 

Since the last week of April this year, nine dedicated 
parishioners have been responding to the requests by 
parishioners for prayers. Some of this group have also 
been in need of prayer during this time.  

Initially, nine requests for prayers were received. This 
number quickly grew to 28 in May, 37 in July, 73 in 
August and 87 in October. It is wonderful to see that 
so many parishioners have turned to the power of 
prayer in these extraordinary circumstances.   

However, it has become an overwhelming task for our 
prayer group as the majority of requests do not 
sufficiently detail the names of the people to be 
prayed for, the person requesting the prayer and 
some indication of the reason for the request. This is 
critical information that needs to be included.  

Also, within a month of the request being made, the 
group needs some feedback related to the request so 
that we know if the requests can be moved to our 
thanksgiving list. This reduces the significant demand 
on our prayer group. We have received almost no 
feedback related to any of the requests for prayer. 
Requests are always treated with the utmost 
confidentiality. 

Please contact me jenni.payne55@gmail.com,  
Intercessory Prayer Group Co-ordinator, with prayer 
requests and feedback so that I may advise our 
dedicated team. Detailed requests may also be placed 
in a sealed envelope in the basket on the sanctuary. 

Jenni Payne, Intercessory Prayer Group 

Prayers answered  

mailto:jenni.payne55@gmail.com
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While 2020 presented many challenges, our parish demonstrated that a pandemic is no hurdle to faith 
development. 

Preparation for Alpha began with great excitement. A lovely evening was held with a band of volunteers who 
were willing to throw themselves into the relaunch of Alpha at Peakhurst. This all came to a screeching halt 
when our country started to face the seriousness of COVID-19. It was felt that due to Alpha being relatively 
new to Peakhurst, we would delay offering the program until 2021.  

Alpha is at its best when meals are shared and gathering is able to take place in our parish. So we are very 
excited that this will be taking place next year, in its most authentic form and, hopefully, with minimal 
restrictions. Keep an eye out for dates and more information early in the new year. Alpha is an experience for 
all people who have questions about life, about their faith or for those who want to deepen their 
understanding. Alpha is also an opportunity for you to invite people to an event in our church; they don’t have 
to be Catholic, they don’t have to be Christian, they just have to be someone you would like to invite along to 
a beautiful experience in our very generous community. 

We are also planning to run a Marian Consecration 
again next year. This will be an opportunity for those 
who missed out this year as well as an opportunity to 
renew consecration if you participated in 2020. We 
will endeavour to set the date early in the year. 

Taize prayer evenings have proven to be very 
popular this year. Through such difficult times there 
are many people yearning to grow closer to God 
through prayer. These evenings will continue into the 
new year, with plans to make them a regular event 
on our parish calendar. Taize prayer is something 
everyone should experience and when you do you 
will understand what all the fuss is about! 

Don’t forget to register for the Advent Retreat Day here at our parish on 19 December. Fr Ken will be 
facilitating the day and you may register on line or by calling the parish office.  

“Prepare ye the way of the Lord” 

It has been my privilege to meet with Tosca Galluzzo and Father Tony this year to plan faith- based events for 
our parish. Whilst COVID-19 restricted so much in 2020, many plans are underway for next year. All events are 
open not only to parishioners, but to anyone you may like to bring along. An invitation from a friend, even a 
stranger, can be life altering and it is such a simple thing to do -  just say “Why don’t you come along?”. 

Judith Kennedy, Alpha Co-ordinator 

 

 

Evangelisation 2020 
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Christmas joy for Friendship Group 

On Thursday 3 December,  the Friendship Group met face to face for the first time since the start of  COVID-19. 

It’s had been nearly nine months and the joy was real. There were 15 guests and all 10 helpers in attendance. 

While keeping our distance, there were lots of well wishes and stories from the ”missing months”. We enjoyed 

great Christmas fare: cake, mince pies and chocolate, and relished the Christmas Carols with Michael Buble and 

Paula.  

After inspection of the redecorated “Friendship” room,  we are all excited at the prospect of a return to 

“normal” in the new year. With thanks to all the helpers who created the feast and all the guests for their joy 

and company, we wish everyone a very safe and happy Christmas and may 2021 be amazing. 

Helen Cozzi, Annette Dunn, Marie Ryan  

and their loyal followers. 
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How blessed we have been in Australia (with the 
exception of Victoria) to have escaped the impact of 
COVID-19 that other countries and people have 
experienced,  including some of my friends in France 
and the USA. 

It was with a spirit of hope and thankfulness that I 
decided to go on a small group, six-day, hiking tour in 
the Flinders Ranges in South Australia.  I enjoy trips 
like this because of the opportunity to meet new 
people, see new places that are often off the beaten 
track and to challenge myself mentally and physically.  
For me it is also in the wilder, more remote places in 
Australia and overseas that the beauty of creation and 
the presence of the spirit can be best experienced. 

Travelling to Adelaide on 3 November 2020 was 
interesting in that, at 8.45am, the main concourse of 
the Qantas domestic terminal was deserted.  
Nevertheless, with the exception of the middle seat in 
each row, all seats on the plane were occupied. 

Day 1 
A wonderful group of nine travellers convened in the 
lobby of the Chancellor on Currie Hotel in the middle 
of the Adelaide CBD at 7.30am. After introductions, 
completion of paperwork and a short briefing, we set 
out for Clare where we picked up our second guide.  
We stopped for lunch and a short hike at Mambray 
Creek in the Mount Remarkable National Park before 
continuing the six-hour drive through Quorn to the 
Wilpena Pound Resort, our base for the next three 
nights.  
  
Dinner each night provided  great opportunity to 
continue the laughs and camaraderie  of the track.  At 
the conclusion of dinner, our guides provided a 
briefing on the following day’s action and this night 
some group members received news they really would 
have preferred not to receive: due to forecast cool 
nights and mornings with high afternoon 
temperatures, breakfast would be at 6.45 am each day 
and we would leave the accommodation by no later 
than 7.45am  so we could complete our walks before 
4.00pm. 

Day 2 
It was  a bit chilly this morning ,particularly standing on 
the short dirt airstrip listening to a safety briefing 
before boarding a forty-year-old six-seater Cessna for 
a flight over the Ranges and surrounding area.  The 
views were magnificent , and we saw them at the best 

time of day.  The vastness of the country was even 
more apparent at 1500 meters and it provided context 
for the walks we did over the coming days. 
 
The other striking thing was the comparative 
greenness of the country due to a heavy rain event 
two weeks previously.  Almost all the extra green came 
from weeds like Patterson’s Curse . 

After our flight we drove to the commencement point 
of our first walk in the Heysen Range, which was in 
part along a dry creek bed lined with River Red Gums .  
Later that afternoon we moved to Brachina Gorge 
looking for the endangered Yellow-Footed Rock 
Wallaby which we did find along with some tadpoles in 
the remaining pools of water in a creek. 

Day 3 
Today we enjoyed a scenic drive to our walk starting 
point.  We walked up the southern side of the 
mountain range that forms Wilpena Pound, ascending 
300 metres up to Bridle Gap (an average of one metre 
in ten metres ascent).  The descent into the Pound was 
gradual and we enjoyed a late lunch at an historic 
homestead before exiting the Pound along Wilpena 
Creek back to our accommodation.  Because the 
Pound is surrounded by mountains and is shaped like 
the inside of a bowl it gets very hot as the day 
progresses.  After 12 kilometres we were glad to take 
our boots off and head to the shop for an ice cream. 
 
Day 4  
Today was the hardest day: 20 kilometres and a 500- 
metre ascent towards St Mary’s Peak on the northern 
side of the Pound.  We started directly from the resort 
with a gentle approach to the mountain before a 
steep ascent that required some scrambling and 
climbing up rock faces.  When we arrived at the 
highest point we saw the plane we were in on the 
second day flying below us as it completed its circuit 
of the area.  The view to the Heysen and ABC Ranges 
is breathtaking .  Today two of our group had taken an 
alternative walk and headed into the Pound along 
Wilpena Creek to meet us as we descended inside the 
Pound.  We enjoyed afternoon tea and a welcome 
cuppa at the homestead before heading back to the 
resort.  Before transferring to new accommodation at 
Rawnsley Station, we attended a book launch by a 
local indigenous man.  The book includes a dictionary 
of the local dialect, the dreamtime stories relevant to 
his community and is beautifully illustrated. 

Walking in the Flinders Ranges  
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Day 5 
Rawnsley Station is a leasehold sheep station that has 
diversified with accommodation and a restaurant.  
Today we headed up Rawnsley Bluff with another 500-
metre ascent but not quite as steep and slightly 
shorter at a planned 15 kilometres.  However, the 
access road to the starting point was impassable at 
one point so we started walking approximately two 
kilometres earlier than planned, turning 15 into 19 
kilometres.  At least it was a good surface for the extra 
distance. The views from the top were again beautiful 
and the salt bed of Lake Torrens glistened in the sun 
towards the horizon. When we arrived back at the van 
our guide suggested a visit to a site where rock 
paintings can be seen.  Although a short 1.5 kilometre 
walk it was all uphill and the temperature was high, 
but was worth the effort.  Amazingly in the heat, a cup 
of tea revitalised us all.  On return to the station a few 
of us enjoyed a swim as we gazed over the 
countryside from the pool. 

Day 6 
On the return trip we stopped in another section of 
Mount Remarkable National Park and walked Alligator 
Gorge  before lunch. We then headed back to 
Adelaide stopping for a wine tasting in one of my 
favourite wineries, the historic Sevenhill Cellars, 
established by the Jesuits in 1851.  We had been 
enjoying their wine throughout our trip.  Sevenhill are 
the makers of most altar wine in Australia.  Ninety-
one-year-old Brother John May was the last Jesuit 
winemaker. 

    Steven Graham 

Clockwise from 

right:   

Aerial view  over 

Flinders Ranges: 

Alligator Gorge; 

Sevenhills Winery; 

View of Heysen and 

ABC Ranges; Patter-

sons’ Curse and Red 

River Gums 
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Fellowship of First Fleeters   
 

The Botany Bay Chapter of the Fellowship of First Fleeters would normally meet in the Parish Hall at 10.00am on 
the third Tuesday every second month.  Due to COVID-19, the first meeting for 2020 was held on 18 February 
and the second meeting on 20 October. 

The Fellowship of First Fleeters, established in 1968, is an organisation limited to descendants of people who 
arrived in Sydney Cove with the First Fleet on 26 January, 1788.  Its Patron is Her Excellency, the Honourable 
Margaret Beazley AO QC, Governor of New South Wales.  The organisation’s motto is ‘To live on in the hearts 
and minds of descendants is never to die’. 

The Botany Bay Chapter had its inaugural meeting on 19 
February 2019.  Members share an interest in learning more 
about the rich heritage they have as descendants of the First 
Fleet pioneers.  At the meetings, members can develop their 
skills in family history research and learn from like-minded 
people how to interest their family and local community in the 
stories that define who we are and where we have come from.  
There is normally a guest speaker at the meetings.  Outings to 
places of interest related to our colonial history are held every 
alternate month to the meetings. 

The Chapter meetings are open to anyone interested in the 
activities of the Chapter and the Fellowship but who may not be 
able to make the connection to a First Fleeter.  Such people can 
seek membership of the Fellowship as a First Fleet Friend. 

I became Member No. 8987 of the Fellowship on 22 August 
2019.  This followed detailed research by my cousin, Pam, who 
identified our family had an ancestor, Joseph Tuzo, who came to 
Australia on the Scarborough as a convict, aged 18 years.  He is 
one of my great-great-great-grandparents.  As a 14 year old, he 
had been found guilty of highway robbery and sentenced to 
death, but this was later commuted to transportation for life.  I 
am related to Joseph on my mother’s side through his daughter 
Johanna.  The Secretary of our Botany Bay Chapter happens to 
also be related to Joseph but through his second daughter, 
Priscilla.   

Joseph Tuzo led a colourful life.  My cousin Pam suggests that his 
life was full of drama, reading more like a movie script than real life.  He survived the sinking of the Sirius at 
Norfolk Island and  suffered numerous lashings as a convict.  He sailed around Australia with Matthew Flinders 
as a crew member and thereby was granted an absolute pardon.  After a number of years sealing off the coast 
of Tasmania, Joseph married and settled down in Sydney as a family man with his two daughters.  He later 
worked as a dealer.  He died in 1825, aged 56.  He was certainly a bit of a “scallywag”, which friends say explains 
a few things! 

If you are interested in the Fellowship of First Fleeters, please contact me on 9533 1149.  

David Payne        
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One Meal Kingsgrove is now official! 
 

I 
t was an exciting day on November 11 when I 
attended a meeting between St Ursula’s 
College, Our Lady of Fatima Primary School 
Kingsgrove and OLF Parish Kingsgrove. At this 
meeting a Memorandum of Understanding was 

signed between these three groups to work together to 
bring One Meal Kingsgrove to life as a weekly service 
in 2021.  

Although we are sad at Riverwood One Meal to be 
losing our St Ursula’s team next year, we are very 
excited that they have taken the ball and run with it,  
delivering their own service every Wednesday in the 
carpark in front of the Clune Centre - the parish hall. 

This, to me, is the very essence of a Catholic 
community working together to make a very practical 
difference in the lives of those who are in need. 

Emma Williams, Lending a Hand / One Meal Riverwood 

 

 

 
 

Probus Book Club 

O 
n the first Friday of each month, Lugarno 
Probus Book Club members come to-
gether in the meeting room at Our Lady 
of Fatima. There are about 12 members 

of the club. 
 
This book club is unique as a new genre is chosen 
for each month’s reading;  we are free to read a 
book of choice from the topic for the month. 
Therefore lots of different books are read each 
month and discussed at the meeting.  
 
It is enjoyable, informative and exposes members 
to a variety of authors. We are grateful to be able 
to use the space of the newly-revamped OLF 
meeting room for this activity 
 

Catherine Matthews 

 

Markets update 

T 
he Markets have been conducted on the 
parish grounds of Our Lady of Fatima for 
about six years.  They started as a monthly, 

Friday-night activity  and are now held, additionally, 
each Saturday from 8.00am to 1.00pm. It is a won-
derful opportunity for fresh produce be sold by 
growers directly to the public.  

Every effort is made for the markets to be complaint 
with COVID-19 safety requirements.  

Apart from giving the growers and their customers 
an opportunity to operate, the activity raises very 
important revenue for the parish. 

John Fitzpatrick 

Our Lady of Fatima Markets 

Pictured: ; Anthony Weir, Principal, OLF School Kingsgrove, Mary Leask, Principal, St 

Ursula’s College; Paul Elsibai, OLF KIngsgrove Parish Council Chairperson;  Members of 

St Ursual’s College Evangelisation Team and our own Emma Williams! 
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O 
n a predicted 38-degree Sydney Spring day, 
the Lending a Hand Team decided to make 
it an early start for our annual spring clean 

of the Homicide Victims’ Support Group houses at 
Waterfall. Danny Craven made a super early start 
with the remainder of us rolling in around 8am. 

The two houses, Ebony and Ivory, serve as a refuge 
for members of the HVSG. The houses may be used 
when attending court cases in Sydney, to escape the 
media parked on the front doorstep or just to get 
away from it all in a tranquil and very peaceful place. 

These two houses are also used on a very regular 
basis for Victims’ Support meetings for those in 
Southern Sydney and the Illawarra. 

Each Spring for the past seven years Lending a Hand 
and other willing parishioners have spent a day 
cleaning the houses and grounds in preparation for 
the HVSG’s  annual Children's Christmas party. Of 
course the impact of COVID-19 has changed the way 
that the group meets and interacts. 

This time there was not as much cleaning and sorting 
out to do at the houses, but we still made great use 
of the time and willing hands by vacuuming under 
beds and lounges, cleaning window sills and lots of 
cobweb removal. Danny, Tony and Paul sweltered 
outside as they set about mowing and tidying the 
beautiful but very large grounds around Ebony 
House. 

There was of course time for a cup of tea and a 
natter and as always the comaraderie that this 
activity creates was a beautiful thing. 

LAH and our parish is proud of the relationship we 
have forged with the HVSG over the years and we 
look forward to supporting them for many years to 
come. 

 

Emma Williams 

Spring clean for Ebony and Ivory Houses 
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Peakhurst Men’s Walk and Talk 
Lending a Hand began a men’s walk on Thursday 26 November. This activity is based on a similar program 
operating at Penrith where they have achieved numbers of more than 100 men walking for 6.5kms each 
Thursday. 

The objective of this walk is to provide an opportunity for men to get to know other men and have a chat while 
walking and getting some exercise for up to one hour, depending on how they feel physically. Our philosophy  is 
“no one walks alone” and the walk is open to all men, 15 years to whatever -  not only parishioners (but no 
dogs)! 

The basis of the walk is  attending to our  “Physical/Mental/Social” health. Our emotional state often dictates how 
we behave, with men and women handling emotions in quite different ways. When upset, women are more likely 
to express their feelings directly and to seek the support of friends and family, whereas men tend hide their 
emotions or withdraw. Wellness is about adopting lifestyle practices that improve our chances of not getting sick or 
when illness occurs, being in a better place to manage it. 

The Penrith group have taught us the role that women can play is getting their menfolk out of the house and 
coming along. This, and social media, is what gets the blokes along. 

So fellas, come and join us before the ladies start nagging you to come! 

We had 30+ at the first walk and would like to achieve at least the numbers that Penrith have - we cannot have the 
Panthers doing better than the Dragons (or Tigers). So, every Thursday we meet in the church carpark  by 5:45pm 
for a 6:00 pm start, and we would like to see you there. The last walk for 2020 will be on 17 December and we will 
start 2021 on Thursday 7 January. 

So fellas, come and join us, whether you 15 are or 90; age is no barrier. Ladies, get them out of the house! 

Tony Thorpe, Lending a Hand 
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The year that nearly wasn’t… 
 

When schools moved to remote teaching at the beginning of COVID-19, it was not just the lessons in maths and 
spelling that children missed out on.  Their sport, art and craft, peer support and many other co-curricular 
activities were no longer there.  Nor was their weekly SRE ( Special Religious Education) class – the only time 
many children get to hear about God and their faith.  Our catechist team, while saddened, took this time to pray 
for our students and their families and also to undertake some online learning for ourselves courtesy of the 
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD), our organising body. 

It was with great joy that we returned to teaching each week throughout Term 3 and Term 4. An abridged 
curriculum was provided by the CCD to assist us in teaching key lessons in our much-abbreviated year. We are 
very grateful that most of our catechists were willing and able to return to the classrooms and have taught so 
faithfully in the time we have had this year.  We look forward to welcoming a couple of our catechists back in 
2021 as well as a new recruit who is currently doing training. 

We celebrated our Thanksgiving Mass for the children and their families at the 6pm Sunday night Mass on 
November 22, the Feast of Christ the King.  It was decided to not hold a separate mid-week Mass (as has been 
done in some years previously) due to having to cancel the 2019 Mass due to the very poor numbers who 
indicated that they would attend and the added work due to COVID-19.   However, we were very pleasantly 
surprised by the large  positive response from families of our SRE students.  David Payne managed to find some 
COVID-safe ways to include the children in the Mass and prayer cards were distributed to them at the conclusion 
of Mass.   It was sad that we could not have our usual supper in the Hall and we look forward to resuming this 
tradition next year. 

On Tuesday December 8, in place of our usual end-of-year- home Mass and Lunch, we celebrated Mass in the 
church with Father Tony, current catechists and a few former catechists.  We then moved to Grandviews 
Bowling Club for lunch, filled with joy and hope.  Catechists were presented with a copy of God’s Word: Daily 
Reflections for 2021 as a gift from the Parish.   

Our thanks to David Payne for the  work preparing the liturgies for both these celebrations and throughout the 
year, Clarissa for her constant work helping our ministry and Father Tony for his support of the evangelisation 
work of our catechists . 

Julia Goff, OLF Catechists 
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This December issue of The Bark is brought to you by: 

Editing: Julia Goff 

Design and desktop publishing: Ruth Meagher 

Contributors: Fr Tony Alex, John Benfield, Angela 

Centorrino, Deb Cummins, John Fitzpatrick, 

Mike Flanagan, Julia Goff, Steven Graham, 

Judith Kennedy, Lauren Koszek, Catherine 

Matthews,  David Payne, Jenni Payne, 

Marie Ryan, Frances Simon, Tony Thorpe 

and Emma Williams. 

How to contribute to the Bark 

Articles: please submit your articles as a Word document (not as a pdf.) Articles may be edited for 

reasons of space.  

Photographs: please submit medium /high resolution photos with captions provided.  

New tips and suggestions: please email Julia Goff at goffam1@optusnet.com.au  or telephone on 

0412 809 313  

Deadlines for 2021: 

Issue 1:  Copy to be submitted by 28 February 

  Publication date: 31 March 

 Issue 1:  Copy to be submitted by 31 May 

  Publication date: 30 June 

 

Issue 1:  Copy to be submitted by 31 August 

  Publication date: 30 September 

 

Issue 1:  Copy to be submitted by 30 November 

  Publication date:  20 December  
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