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“Actively demonstrating Christ to the wider community” 

“Providing opportunities for faith development for all” 

"Promoting prayerful, meaningful liturgies” 

Welcome to Fr Tony Alex 
Earlier this year we said farewell to Fr Isuru who had spent over 18 months with us and who has now moved 
to Melbourne to continue further study. We then welcomed Fr Tony Alex MGL to our Parish. Already Fr Tony 
has involved himself with the OLF community through his presentations on “The Meaning of the Cross”, as 
part of our Lenten Programme, as well as his very thought-provoking and personally inspired Sunday 
homilies and meaningful liturgies. We are blessed to have Fr Tony, Fr Chris and Fr Adam share their deep 
spiritualities with our Parish community on a weekly basis. 

World Youth Day 2019 
In January Fr Adam Crouch travelled with a contingent of Australian pilgrims to World Youth Day celebrations 
in Panama. Fr Adam shared his experiences of WYD with our Parish with an informative and entertaining 
presentation at two of our Sunday Masses. What was evident was the strong impact that WYD had on Fr 
Adam and those young Australians who attended. His comment on WYD was “I had a wonderful experience 
at WYD. It was encouraging to see so many faith-filled people continuing to love and trust God and the 
Church despite the challenges.” In his homily at the final mass in Panama the Holy Father, Pope Francis said, 
“You, dear young people, are not the future but the now of God. He invites you and calls you in your 
communities and cities to go out and find your grandparents, your elders; to stand up and with them to speak 
out and realise the dream that the Lord has dreamed for you.” A beautiful message for us all. 

The next World Youth Day is to be held in Portugal in 2022 and any young parishioners who are possibly 
interested in this event are asked to make contact with Fr Adam on acrouchmgl@gmail.com. Further 
information about WYD 2022 can be found at worldyouthday.com/lisbon-to-host-wyd-2022. 

Peakhurst Youth 
OLF Peakhurst Youth Masses are held at the 6pm Mass on the fourth Sunday of each month. Kathleen 
Kennedy, our Youth Minister, coordinates these liturgies and any of our younger parishioners are always 
welcome to be involved. 

At the next Youth Mass on Sunday 28 April, the current members of the Youth Mission Team Australia (YMT) 
will be introduced to the Parish and will be involved in the liturgy. The YMT is a team of young adults who 
use the Parish House as their base. From there they work in various schools in the Archdiocese carrying out 
their ministry. They have previously been involved in our Youth Masses where they met many of our younger 
parishioners. They have also been invited to play a role in the Parish’s Confirmation programme later this 
year. 

Anyone interested in wishing to be involved with our Peakhurst Youth Masses or who wish to find out more 
about youth group activities please contact Kathleen Kennedy at olfyouth@bigpond.com. 

Plenary 2020 – Listen to What the Spirit is Saying 
Pope Francis has approved the decision to hold a Plenary Council in Australia in 2020 and 2021. It is a 
significant moment for the Church in Australia to make decisions about the future and we as God’s people 
were invited to reflect on the question: “What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time?” 



Over the past six months our Parish has been involved in the initial stage of discussion, consultation and 
submission of feedback for Plenary 2020. Through the coordination of Ruth Rawlinson, group leaders were 
identified and 19 listening / dialogue groups consisting of 110 parishioners and friends engaged in 
meaningful and personal discussions. The final session held in the Parish Centre had around 70 participants 
including two groups of young people. It is planned that in the near future there will be an opportunity for 
parishioners to be informed of some of the topics and themes which resulted from the many discussions and 
submissions emanating throughout this consultative process. Many thanks to Ruth Rawlinson, John Dowd 
and the Plenary group leaders for enabling our Parish to have its say about the future of the Church in 
Australia. 

Lending A Hand and Catholic Women’s League 
Our Lady of Fatima Parish Peakhurst continues to provide amazing support to various community groups 
through the Lending A Hand Team and the Catholic Women’s League. Recently, Sunday lunch at St Canice’s 
Kitchen at Elizabeth Bay was generously provided by the parishioners and friends of OLF where at least 200 
hungry people queued patiently to enjoy their hot meal of meatballs and vegetables and homemade desserts 
and fruit. There were also donations of books and clothing. 

Delicious home cooked meals are also still being provided at the One Meal Service at Riverwood Community 
Centre each Monday evening through the coordination of our Lending A Hand Team. Last Monday, the 
guests were also supplied with Easter eggs and hot cross buns, which were generously donated by our 
parishioners. 

Our OLF Catholic Women’s League hosted the World Day of Prayer service on 1 March. Fr Chris was the guest 
speaker and he shared some wonderful words to reflect on and be inspired by. Through the generosity of 
those who attended, $837 was raised to benefit the Bible Society in Slovenia, whose women prepared the 
service. The CWL is currently conducting a Silver Circle where all monies raised will go to help the nuns in 
Vietnam who run an orphanage for disabled children. 

OLF Friendship Group – an INVITATION! 
Our Friendship Group meets once a fortnight, on a Thursday in the Parish Centre Meeting Room, and our 
guests and helpers come together to have a friendly chat over a cuppa and play a few board games or cards. 
Bingo is played every six weeks. We have about 24 guests and there are about 10 helpers who provide 
transport, sandwiches and cakes for morning tea and lunch. New guests are always welcome. The group is 
always in need of people to assist with transport, preparation of food or simply chatting with our guests. If 
you think you can help please contact Helen on 9153 5074. 

Parish Grounds and Gardens 
Next time you are walking across the carpark have a look at the gardens around the church. Some of our 
parishioners with ‘green thumbs’ have adopted one of the gardens and they regularly tend to their upkeep. 
Many thanks to Tom Ryan, Jenni and David Payne, Charles Centorrino and Emma Williams for their 
contribution to our green environment. Prior to each Foodies Markets at the end of each month, Marie and 
Noel Ryan do a fantastic job in sweeping up leaves and ensuring the carpark and gardens are neat and tidy. 
We thank them for their efforts and invite any other parishioners who would be interested in helping out 
with the Parish grounds and gardens to contact Clarissa at the Parish House on 9533 2594. 

The blessings of the Easter Season to all families and friends of  

Our Lady of Fatima Peakhurst! 

Deb Cummins 
on behalf of the Leadership Team 

Parish Secretary Clarissa Finan 
Tel.: 02 9533 2594 
Email: olfpeak@bigpond.com 
Office hours: Tue 9am-3:30pm, Wed-Fri 9am-5pm 


