
Reflections 
on this weekend’s readings 

In the year 313 Constantine declared that Christianity was to be the 
new state religion. No one could hold any other belief. It was meant 
to unify the Empire as trade, law, taxation and Roman culture had 
done. I think we should admit that this move has been a mixed 
blessing for the Church ever since. 

On the positive side of the ledger it finally sealed the end of the 
persecution of the earliest Christians. It also saw the Church become 
a significant player in shaping the values of society, especially in the 
West. 

On the cost side, the Church became very powerful very quickly. 
Bishops started to wear the purple robes of the senators. Churches 
took on the shape of the Roman basilicas, while the government of 
the Church mirrored that of the Empire. Our liturgy imported all sorts 
of practices that were popular in the Roman temples. Tragically, for 
the next few hundred years, conversions were demanded at the end 
of a sword. No religious dissent or pluralism was tolerated. It’s in this 
context that Islam arises against Imperial Christianity in the 6th 
Century. 

It cannot surprise us that after Constantine’s conversion the image of 
Christ the King becomes one of the most popular ones used in 
religious art. Up to this time the image of Jesus as the Good Shepherd 
was the most represented. After 313, however, Jesus is dressed in 
royal robes, with a crown, sceptre and orb. Mary is often presented 
in similar dress and starts to be called the Queen of Heaven. 

The problem with all this is not that imperial language was now being 
used in reference to Jesus. He described himself as a King. The 
problem comes in how Christianity starts to forget that Jesus also 
pointed out that his kingdom was ‘not of this world’ and that his 
courtiers could be recognised by how they feed the hungry, water 
the thirsty, welcome strangers, clothe the naked, care for the sick 
and visit prisoners. 

That’s why today’s feast is so important. On the last day of the 
Church’s year we are challenged by Christ our King to give our true 
allegiance to what really matters. Not ambition, greed, status and 
power, but the quiet revolutionary work of making the world a more 
just and peaceful place for everyone to live. 

To the degree that we do this we are co-heirs to the Kingdom Jesus 
lived, died and was raised for, and we are witnesses to the real 
meaning of Christ’s reign in our lives. 
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Liturgy for the Week 

From 23 October, the 4sqm/person rule will 
continue to be in effect. We can accommodate 

115 people in the church and 40 in the hall.   
Please register on our website. 

SUNDAY 
5:00pm (Saturday Vigil)  
9:15am & 6:00pm 

WEDNESDAY  
& FRIDAY 

9:30am Mass 

Sacramental Schedule 

BAPTISMS 

1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month.  Contact the 
Parish Office for details. 
4 sqm/person rule. 

MARRIAGES 
Please contact the Parish 
Office for details. 
Limit of 20 guests. 

ANOINTINGS 

Any time day 9533 2594 
or night 9580 1310. 
In an EMERGENCY,  
please ring 9580 1310. 

FUNERALS Contact the Parish Office. 
4 sqm/person rule. 

RECONCILIATION 
By appointment. Please 
contact the Parish Office. 

https://www.ourladyoffatima.com.au/attend-a-mass


1st Sunday of Advent—Year B 

First Reading: Isaiah 63:16-17, 64:1, 3-8 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Gospel: Mark 13:33-37 

The Pope’s Prayer Intention for November 

We pray that the progress of robotics and artificial 
intelligence may always serve humankind.  

R emembering those who have gone before us... 
RECENTLY DECEASED: Mina Bonanno, Nita Woolcock   ANNIVERSARIES: Pietro Bua    

ALSO: Salvatore & Angela Sanfilippo, Angelica, Joseph and Peter Sanfilippo, Pietro & Angelica Rando,  
Lynette Ludlam, Thomas & Doris Ludlam, Peter & Mary Maher, John Maher, Marcia Howard, Jill Wells,  

Luciano Bertin, Maria & Luigi Dolce, Settimo & Rina Bertin,  
deceased members of the McGlinn & Woodbridge families, deceased members of the Fitzpatrick & Gentile families. 

VISIT WWW.OURLADYOFFATIMA.COM.AU 
Although restrictions on church attendance have been eased 
further to allow for up to 300 attendees at Masses, we still 
need to follow the 4sqm rule.  This means we can have 115 
people in church and 40 in the hall. Visit our website to 
register to attend Mass in person. 
If you are unable to come to church due to illness or because 
of a health condition, you can join us at the 9:15 Mass online 
on www.facebook.com/OLFPeakhurst/videos. 
If you have any issues with accessing any of the above, please 
ring the Parish Office during office hours. 

It is important that we continue to do our best  
to assist with contact tracing therefore,  

PLEASE REGISTER BEFORE YOU COME TO MASS  
to assist us with mandatory record-keeping. 

Andrew Paterson, John Vaux, Inez Mullen, Natalie Calo,  
Ros Curran, Pat Brady, Garth Legge, Patricia Legge,  

Gina Paino, Peter Branagan, Elizabeth G, Warren Smith,  
Loretta Vitale, Robyn Napier, Peter Blacklock,  

Amelia Jenkins, Laurie Stubbings, Kevin Brailey,  
Giuseppina Algozzino, Anne Raw, Shauna Nercey,  

Margaret Knight, Rose Chuter, Linda Souza, Debbie Bryant, 
Penelope Ford, Kathy Dennett, Fay Kerslake, Skye Lumley, 

Blake Lumley, Marie Bennett, Bernadette Callose,  
Gabrielle Hamond, Elizabeth Walter, Bart Brunton,  

Adam Cook, Jonathon Molyneux, Gerard Price,  
Mary Briggs-Atkinson, John & Jean Ryan, Sr Rosarii lsp, 
Debbie Richards, Pat Ludlam, Jack Ethan Atkins Walker. 

If there is someone you would like the parish to pray for,  
or you would like someone removed from the list,  

please contact Clarissa at the Parish Office  
on 9533 2594 or email olfpeak@bigpond.com. 

P raying for healing... Tree of Remembrance 
All Masses during the month of November  

will be offered for deceased relatives and friends  
whose names appear on the Tree of Remembrance. 

If your loved one’s name is not already on the tree, 
please send an email to the Parish Office. 

WHAT’S NEW? – DECEMBER ISSUE OF ‘The BARK’ 
Production of the December 2020 (Summer) issue of The 
BARK is now underway, and it will be ready for 
distribution by 18 December.  Do you have any news 
items that you think would be of interest to other 
parishioners?  Articles and photographs are welcome. If 
you have a news lead, please share it for us to follow up. 

Deadline for submission is Tuesday, 1 December. 

Please email your contributions to Julia Goff at 
olfbark@bigpond.com or call 0412 809 313. 

Note: the olfbark@gmail.com address is no longer in use. 

Love one another. Just as I have loved you … 
-(John 13:34) 

As the Pope’s international mission agency, Catholic Mission 
plays a vital role in responding to the call to love God and our 
neighbour by forming individuals and communities as 
missionary disciples of Jesus, sharing their faith in action and 
prayer. 

Every October, during World Mission Month, Catholic Mission 
focuses its appeal on one particular program.  This year we are 
partnering with The Arrupe Centre in northwestern Cambodia. 
Started in 2001 by the compassionate Bishop Enrique 'Kike' 
Figaredo Alvargonzalez, the Centre supports young residents 
with disabilities due to landmine incidents or other illnesses.   
Offering children the potential to live a full life by providing 
education, healthcare and opportunities for many, including a 
young man called Chen, whose life (and that of his family) was 
impacted so suddenly by a landmine incident which took both 
of his legs at the age of 16. 

Find out more about Chen and this year’s appeal at 
catholicmission.org.au/cambodia and discover how much 
these young people’s lives have been turned around by the 
love and compassion of the Church, providing them with hope, 
joy, happiness and support they would otherwise not have 
access to, in order to help them live a fulfilling life.  

If you are able to and wish to donate, you can do so by any of 
the following methods: 

• Text GIVE to 0488 854 436 (please include your parish 
name in the notes) 

• Visit catholicmission.org.au/Cambodia 

• Pick up an appeal envelope after Mass next weekend 

• Phone freecall: 1800 257 296 to talk to one of the friendly 
team about Catholic Mission projects, regular giving or 
making a donation over the phone 

Catholic Mission thanks you for your 
generosity and ongoing support: “God 
Bless you all and may he keep you safe.” 

The Music Ministry needs your help! 

In compliance with the advice of NSW Health, your Music 
Ministry has been able to provide music for the majority 
of Masses throughout this restricted period with a 
minimal number of musicians, some of who will be 
unavailable in December and January. 

As a parish, we are very conscious of protecting those 
most vulnerable and therefore the Music Ministry is 
appealing to musicians who may be able to assist, so we 
can continue to provide you with an enhanced liturgical 
experience. Please contact the Parish Office for further 
details. 

http://www.ourladyoffatima.com.au
http://www.ourladyoffatima.com.au/attend-a-mass
http://www.facebook.com/OLFPeakhurst/videos
mailto:olfbark@bigpond.com
mailto:olfbark@gmail.com
http://catholicmission.org.au/cambodia


The Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) is located in 
the alcove. Please ask the commentator to call for a  
CPR-qualified responder to help with the machine.  

There is also a Bodily Fluids kit in the alcove. 

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the 
police. If you, or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. 
Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  

(02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to 
speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. 

The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Children’s liturgy packs 
are available  

at the church entrance 
Help your children understand this weekend’s 

readings.  Register for Mass, let us know if your child 
would like a pack, then pick this up before Mass. 

Immerse yourself in Advent 
With the Advent season commencing next 
weekend (Sunday 29 November), the 
parish has obtained a limited number of 
copies of Adore, an 88-page pocket-size 
booklet published by the Wollongong 
Diocese.  It contains short spiritual daily 
reflections starting on the First Sunday 
of Advent and journeying through to 
the Baptism of Our Lord on 10 January 
2021. The booklet also features 
beautiful religious artworks from the 
Masters, such as Poussin, Fra 
Angelico, Botticelli and Rubens with 
enlightening "Artwork Reflections" 
by the popular author Monsignor 
Graham Schmitzer. 
The booklets cost $5 each and all 
profits will go to the Vinnies 
Christmas Appeal.  These will be on 
sale after all Masses this weekend. 

Initial limit of one per family 

Fortnightly meetings for young adults aged 18+  
to grow deeper in faith and community. 

Next meeting: SUNDAY, 29 NOVEMBER 2020 

6pm Mass followed by dinner and a time of fellowship 
and discussion in the Parish Centre Hall from 7-9pm. 

For more information, please contact Simone on 0419 872 325  
or email olfyouth@bigpond.com. 

Visit our website to register separately for the 6pm Mass 
and for dinner & fellowship. LO
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PLEASE WEAR  
A MASK  

WHEN YOU  
COME TO  

MASS. 
 

Thank You! 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR PARISH THIS WEEK? 

MON Lugarno Probus Exec  2-4pm—PC Meeting Room 
Penshurst Physie Culture Club  4-9:30pm—PC Hall 

TUE Zumba  7-8pm—PC Hall 
Liturgy Team Meeting  7:30pm—PC Meeting Room 

WED Penshurst Physie Culture Club  4-9:30pm—PC Hall 

FRI Zumba Gold  9am-11:30am—PC Hall 
Mass for Residents  2pm—Peakhurst IRT 
Peakhurst Foodies Market  4-9pm 
Eucharistic Adoration  7:30pm—Church 

SAT Peakhurst Growers Market  8am-1pm 
Table Tennis  1-5pm—PC Hall 

SUN Disciples of Jesus  2-5:30pm—PC Hall 
PC: Parish Centre 

Best foot forward, gents! 
There are only a few days to go until the first-ever 
Peakhurst Men’s Walk and Talk, a terrific opportunity for 
local blokes, (15 years and older) to stretch their legs and 
meet a mate. Join us this coming Thursday, 26 November 
at 5:30pm in the church carpark for a 6pm start. 

The 60-minute walk will loop around upper and lower 
Gannons Park at an easy pace to allow for a good chat. 
This weekly, no-cost, no-commitment activity aims to 
build community and to ensure that “no man need ever 
walk alone”. 

Appropriate social distancing measures (registration and 
walking in smaller groups) will be in place.  Please leave 
Rover at home for this activity. 

Interested? Or know someone who might be? Just turn 
up between 5:30pm and 5:45pm for a 6pm start on 
Thursdays. Parking is available in the church carpark. 

More information on Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/groups/1481203555418984 

Deacon CAMERON SMITH MGL 

He has been one of the gifts of 2020, 
with his warm smile and wonderful 
homilies, especially during Lent!   

Thanks to technology, we can join him 
on the next step of his journey! 
(Livestream available at the links below) 

Priestly Ordination—Friday, 4 December at 7pm: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=6fH9MYngRII 

Thanksgiving Mass—Saturday, 5 December at 11am: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=fToRFU6t6pU 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/106393670332
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/127250604985
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6fH9MYngRII
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fToRFU6t6pU


Christmas Hamper Appeal 
Our St Vincent de Paul Christmas Hamper Appeal continues this weekend.  

A list of items we are seeking is included below. 

Donations may be left in the baskets located in the front foyers of the church and Parish 
Hall or left at the Parish House during office hours from 9am to 5pm Wednesday to Friday. 

If you wish to donate and are not able to bring your goods to the church or Parish Office, 
please contact Clarissa at the Parish Office and we will arrange for a Vinnies member  

to collect them from your home. 

Your continued support is most appreciated. May God bless you all! 

 

 

 

 

 

What we need for our Vinnies Christmas Hampers 

• TOILETRY GIFTS—ADULT MALE • TOILETRY GIFTS—ADULT FEMALE •  

BATH TOWELS • HAND TOWELS & FACE WASHERS • PLAYING CARDS 

 • TINNED HAM • TINNED SALMON • TINNED CRABMEAT •  

TINNED PINEAPPLE • JAMS • TEA • COFFEE • CHIPS • CHEEZELS • NUTS 

 • CHOCOLATES • LOLLIES • SAVOURY BISCUITS • FANCY BISCUITS • 

SHORTBREAD • MINCE TARTS • CHRISTMAS CAKES 

 • CHRISTMAS PUDDINGS • LONG-LIFE CUSTARD • JELLIES • 

Support Vinnies this Christmas 
Christmas cards, 2021 calendars and Lions Christmas cakes will be available for purchase  

after the 5pm Mass on Saturday 28 November and  
after the 9:15am Mass on Sunday 29 November. 

There will be tables set up on the carpark side of the church and our Vinnies members ask that 
parishioners maintain correct physical distancing while waiting in line  

and making their purchases. 

Lions Christmas cakes will also be on sale at the Drinks Stall at the Peakhurst Foodies Market  
this Friday, 27 November. All profits from the sale of the Lions Christmas cakes is kindly donated by 

Lugarno Lions Club to our Vinnies Peakhurst Conference. 

Christmas Cards 
$7.00 per packet of 10 

 

Columban Calendars 
$9.00 each 

Lions Christmas Cakes 
1kg Cake     $13.00 

1.5kg Cake     $17.00 

Pudding     $13.00 

Mini Cake       $2.00 


