
Reflections 
on this weekend’s readings 

Ephesus was a centre of learning, trade, government and religion in 
the ancient world. We also know that the early Christians were 
greatly persecuted and martyred there. The early church was filled 
with stories of betrayal, torture, death and heroic witness to the 
faith. The stakes for believing in Jesus were very high. And it was the 
heroic witness of these martyrs that eventually led to the conversion 
of the Roman Empire to Christianity. It should come as no surprise to 
us then that John's Gospel should have a special focus on sharing in 
the sufferings of Jesus and the glory to come. 

The words of Jesus in today’s Gospel must have been very important 
to a community that was awash with the blood of their fellow 
believers. Our foremothers and forefathers in the faith counted 
themselves blessed to die as Jesus died, alive in the faith of God's 
love for the world. Just imagine how that community of martyrs first 
heard these words, ‘Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and 
dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it produces much 
fruit.’ 

By comparison we have it easy today, but martyrdom comes to all 
believers in different ways. In the broadest sense a martyr is one who 
is prepared to pay the price for holding true to Christ. For us now this 
might mean making serious choices about the company we keep, the 
business ventures we enter into, the non-violent protests we mount, 
foregoing luxuries so that others in our world might have necessities, 
and even remaining faithful to the vows and promises we have made. 
Christian faith sometimes bites hard, and when it does we know we 
are sharing in the martyr’s lot. 

And what should be our response when our faith in Christ costs us 
something big? Jesus models it for us in today’s Gospel, ‘…what 
should I say? “Father, save me from this hour.” No, it was for this 
purpose that I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name.’ 

May this final week of Lent, then, see this flesh and blood community 
be like our forebears in Ephesus and actively seek out ways of sharing 
in the martyr’s lot by letting go of what is not essential and focusing 
on the One who loved us to the end. 
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Liturgy for the Week 

From 12 February, we are allowed  
230 people in the church and 80 in the hall  

while adhering to the 2sqm/person rule.   
Please register on our website. 

SUNDAY 
5:00pm (Saturday Vigil) 
9:15am & 6:00pm 

WEDNESDAY  
& FRIDAY 

9:30am Mass 

Sacramental Schedule 

BAPTISMS 
Please contact the Parish 
Office for details. 

MARRIAGES 
Please contact the Parish 
Office for details. 

ANOINTINGS 

Any time day 9533 2594 
or night 9580 1310. 
In an EMERGENCY,  
please ring 9580 1310. 

FUNERALS Contact the Parish Office. 

RECONCILIATION 

Fri 7-8:30pm during 
Eucharistic Adoration or 
contact the Parish Office to 
arrange an appointment. 

https://www.ourladyoffatima.com.au/attend-a-mass


R emembering those who have gone before us... 
RECENTLY DECEASED: John Campbell, Lyn Henderson, Clare Giles, Elaine Allen    

ANNIVERSARIES: Desmond Jarick, Mary Gayton, John Haddon    
ALSO: Lynette Ludlam, Thomas & Doris Ludlam, Peter & Mary Maher, John Maher, Marcia Howard, Jill Wells,  

Luciano Bertin, Maria & Luigi Dolce, Settimo & Rina Bertin, 
deceased members of the McGlinn & Woodbridge families, deceased members of the Fitzpatrick & Gentile families. 

David Payme, Anne Giles, Kevin Brailey, Grace Iacoviello, Inez Mullen, 
Natalie Calo, Pat Brady, Garth Legge, Patricia Legge, Peter Blacklock, 
Amelia Jenkins, Laurie Stubbings, Giuseppina Algozzino, Anne Raw,  

Shauna Nercey, Margaret Knight, Rose Chuter, Linda Souza, Debbie Bryant, Penelope Ford, Kathy Dennett, Skye Lumley, 
Blake Lumley, Marie Bennett, Bernadette Callose, Gabrielle Hamond, Elizabeth Walter, Bart Brunton, Adam Cook, 

Jonathon Molyneux, Mary Briggs-Atkinson, John & Jean Ryan, Sr Rosarii lsp, Debbie Richards, Pat Ludlam,  
Jack Ethan Atkins Walker. 

If there is someone you would like the parish to pray for, or you would like someone removed from the list,  
please contact Clarissa at the Parish Office on 9533 2594 or email olfpeak@bigpond.com. 

P raying for healing... 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of Our Lord—Year B 

1st Reading: Isaiah 50:4-7 
2nd Reading: Philippians 2:6-7 

Gospel: Mark 14:1-15:47 

The Pope’s Prayer Intention for March 

Let us pray that we may experience  
the Sacrament of Reconciliation with renewed 

depth, to taste the infinite mercy of God  

The Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) is located in 
the alcove. Please ask the commentator to call for a  
CPR-qualified responder to help with the machine.  

There is also a Bodily Fluids kit in the alcove. 

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the 
police. If you, or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. 
Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  

(02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to 
speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. 

The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

H O L Y   W E E K   S E R V I C E S 
All services will also be streamed live at www.facebook.com/OLFPeakhurst 

Palm Sunday 
28 March 

Holy Thursday 
1 April 

Easter Vigil 
3 April 

Easter Sunday 
4 April 

Good Friday 
2 April 

Saturday Vigil 
5:00pm 

Sunday Masses 
9:15am & 6pm 

Mass of  
the Lord’s Supper 

7:30pm 

Mass 
7:30pm 

Masses 
9:15am  
6:00pm 

Stations of the Cross 
10:00am 

Commemoration  
of the Lord’s Passion 

3:00pm 

Thursday, 25 March 
7:30pm in the church. 

Please register  
on our website. 

Lenten Reconciliation Liturgy 

CHURCH OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER 
The church is open every Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday during Lent from 9am to 5pm to provide 
people with an opportunity to make a short visit for 
personal prayer. 

Entrance to the Church will only be through the side 
door closest to the Parish House. Please use the 
designated area for private prayer. 

You can register your attendance in the entrance 
foyer by using the QR code system or by completing 
the attendance sheet provided. 

Everyone is welcome! 

NOTE: After attending for personal prayer on Wednesday or Friday, if 
you decide to remain for Mass you will still need to register to allow 

us to comply with COVID Safety requirements. 

Funeral service 
for John Campbell will be held at 11am 

on Friday 26 March in the church. 

http://www.ourladyoffatima.com.au/register-for-events


Join us online for Mass and events 
streamed live, parish news and 
upcoming events! 

Search Facebook for @OLFPeakhurst 
(or Our Lady of Fatima Parish, Peakhurst). 

PROJECTIONISTS NEEDED 
Thank you to all those who responded and volunteered 
their time.  However, we still need projectionists for the 
following services: 

• Lenten Reconciliation Liturgy 
Thursday 25 Mar at 7:30pm 

• Palm Sunday Mass 
28 Mar at 6pm 

• Easter Sunday Mass  
4 April at 6pm 

If you can help, please contact  
Dominic Alati at domalati@hotmail.com 

God’s children … but do they know? 

Our parish children in Kindergarten and Year 1/2 classes  
at Peakhurst West Primary School need a catechist  
to teach them from the start of Term 2 this year.  

Both classes are held on Wednesdays in school terms 
from 12:30-1:10pm. Kindergarten has 4 eager children 

ready to learn and the combined 1/2 class has 9 students. 

Free training provided and plenty of support is available. 
Please consider giving a little of your time  

to our youngest parishioners.  

For more information contact Julia Goff on  
0412 809 313 or at goffam1@optusnet.com.au. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

During the 9:15am Sunday Mass  
our parish hosts Sunday School in the Parish Hall  

for children aged 4-13 years  
who have come to Mass with their family. 

Sunday School provides our children with prayer 
time, and fun and interactive activities related to 

the day’s Gospel and Homily in easy-to-understand 
language. Children return to their families during 

the Offertory. 

We would like to invite parents  
to come and see what Sunday School is all about,  
and to encourage their child/children to attend. 

We hope to see some new faces next week! 
WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR PARISH THIS WEEK? 

MON Catechists Training  9am-2pm—PC Meeting Room 
Lugarno Probus Executive  2-4pm—PC Meeting 
Room 
Penshurst Physie Culture Club  4-9:30pm—PC Hall 

TUE Group Music Therapy– 4:15pm– 5:45pm—PC Hall 

Zumba  7-8pm—PC Hall 
Eucharistic Adoration  7:30pm—Church 

WED Safeguarding Induction Training  7:30-9:30pm—PC 
Meeting Room 

THU Catechists Training  9am-2pm—PC Meeting Room 
Peakhurst Men’s Walk & Talk  6pm  
(meet in the car park from 5:45pm) 

Ignatian Daily Examen 7:30pm—Church 

FRI Zumba Gold  9am-11:30am—PC Hall 
Peakhurst Foodies Market  4-9pm—Car Park 
Eucharistic Adoration  7:30pm—Church 

SAT Peakhurst Foodies & Farmers Market  8am-1pm—
Grounds 
Table Tennis  1-3:30pm—PC Hall 

SUN DoJSS Gathering  1:30-6pm—PC Hall 
PC: Parish Centre 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Halima is raising her two children in a refugee camp in Bangladesh while caring for 
her mother, who has a disability. Widowed at 21, Halima fled violence in 
Myanmar’s Rakhine State and arrived at the camp with nothing. 

Caritas Australia, through Caritas Bangladesh, helped Halima out with a shelter, 
cooking equipment, hygiene and sanitation training. She took on the role of 
community trainer herself, organising the cleaning of washrooms, wells and toilets. 

She is proud that she has been able to ‘Be More’ and contribute to improving the 
health of her family and the cleanliness of the camp community. 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2021 so this transformational program can 
continue to empower vulnerable women, men and children, and strengthen the 
communities around them. 

You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes,  
or by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413. 

mailto:domalati@hotmail.com
mailto:goffam1@optusnet.com.au
http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion


Catholic Schools  
Week– 

St Joseph’s Riverwood is offering afternoon tours with the 
Principal for parents who are interested in enrolling their 

children in our school in 2021/2022 (Kindergarten and 
other grades). These will be available at 4pm and 5pm on 

Monday 22 March and Thursday 25 March. 

If you are interested, please call the school  
on 9533 3341 to book a tour. 

CORNERSTONE 
Young Adults Fellowship 

Next meeting: 11 April 
7-8:30pm in the Parish Centre Hall 

Please register on our website. 
For young adults aged 18+ to grow deeper in faith and 

community. Includes dinner and fellowship. 

For more information,  
please contact Simone on 0419 872 325  

or email olfyouth@bigpond.com. 

Go Make Disciples: A Lenten Companion 
Receive the Grace to Go Make Disciples:  

A Lenten Companion 

A means to meditate upon 
the foundations of spiritual 

renewal, this resource 
includes the Sunday Gospels, 

reflection questions, 
devotional resources such as 
the Stations of the Cross, and 
also a spiritual reflection of 

the Christian life as explored 
in the Sunday Gospel, with 

reflections from different Priests including our own 
Parish Priest, Fr Chris Ryan MGL. 

To download your Lenten Companion visit 
https://www.gomakedisciples.org.au/wp-content/

uploads/2021/02/A4-Square-Lenten-Resource-Web.pdf 

Sacramental Program 2021 

The schedule for our Sacramental Program is now available on our website at 
ourladyoffatima.com.au.  Please contact the Parish Office if you would like a hardcopy. 

If you need more information,  
please contact Ruth at olfsacramental@bigpond.com. 

Can you spare 30 minutes of your time? 
Our drinks stall is generously provided with drinks to sell 
by CLUB RIVERS.  This means that all the profits from the 
drinks stall go directly to maintaining and supporting our 
parish and its activities. 

Working on the drinks stall, even for half an hour, 
contributes to our parish. Please consider giving us some 
of you time this Friday. 

IT WOULD BE WONDERFUL TO SEE SOME NEW FACES. 
Contact Emma on 0418451276  

or emma.williams75@bigpond.com. 

The Foodies Market is on again! 
Friday, 26 March 
from 4pm-9pm 

Come join the fun! 

https://www.ourladyoffatima.com.au/register-for-events
mailto:olfyouth@bigpond.com
https://www.gomakedisciples.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/A4-Square-Lenten-Resource-Web.pdf
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