
Liturgy for the Week 

From 12 February, we are allowed  
230 people in the church and 80 in the hall  

while adhering to the 2sqm/person rule.   
Please register on our website. 

SUNDAY 
5:00pm (Saturday Vigil)  
9:15am & 6:00pm 

WEDNESDAY  
& FRIDAY 

9:30am Mass 

Sacramental Schedule 

BAPTISMS 

1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month.  Contact the Parish 
Office for details. 
4sqm/person rule. 

MARRIAGES 
Please contact the Parish 
Office for details. 
4sqm/person rule. 

ANOINTINGS 

Any time day 9533 2594 or 
night 9580 1310. 
In an EMERGENCY,  
please ring 9580 1310. 

FUNERALS 
Contact the Parish Office. 
4sqm/person rule. 

RECONCILIATION 

Fri 7-8:30pm during 
Eucharistic Adoration. 
Please contact the Parish 
Office for more information. 

Reflections 
on this weekend’s readings 

People who had any type of skin disease in first century Palestine 
were called lepers. They were treated shamefully. They had to live 
outside the villages and towns, call out ‘unclean, unclean’ when they 
came near others, could never attend the temple and were 
considered cursed by God and so excluded from the Chosen People. 
No wonder Jesus was angry when he encountered a man with 
leprosy. Here he also confronts a social class system that robbed this 
man of his human dignity and religious laws that robbed him of hope. 

There are two details in this story that are especially important. The 
man with leprosy feels comfortable enough to go straight up to Jesus, 
to put his case, and ask for healing. We are told that Jesus touched 
him. Social and religious laws were being broken in this encounter. 
But Jesus’ healing of the man isn’t just about challenging social laws 
and taboos. Jesus tells the man to fulfil his religious obligations so 
that he can attend the temple again and rejoin the community. Jesus 
was interested in converting all those he met to the higher laws of 
love and compassion. 

We are challenged this Sunday to trust our anger. This is not only 
about fighting for our rights when we have been wronged, but more 
so, it’s fighting for the dignity and rights of others. It can take many 
forms: taking the life of those yet to be born, or who are near natural 
death, fighting for future generations by calling for a just care of the 
earth. And it can be about standing up for those people in our home, 
parish, workplace, neighbourhood, country and world who are 
treated shamefully, excluded, derided, or declared unclean. 

Why should we bother? Because this Sunday Christ comes to us, 
again, and declares that despite what we might think about 
ourselves, or what we have been told, there is nothing in us which 
cannot be healed or is beyond hope. 

May this Eucharist give us the love and compassion of Christ to fight 
for others’ dignity because of the dignity we have received from Him. 
May we trust our anger and pray that it be like that of Jesus, and so 
turn us into agents of change for a more just church and for a more 
just world. 

© Richard Leonard SJ 

https://www.ourladyoffatima.com.au/attend-a-mass


R emembering those who have gone before us... 
RECENTLY DECEASED: Vincenzo Sposari, Mary Bonney    

ANNIVERSARIES: Francesco Cardinale, Allan Bible, Neil Finn, Beryl Hegarty    
ALSO: Lynette Ludlam, Thomas & Doris Ludlam, Peter & Mary Maher, John Maher, Marcia Howard, Jill Wells,  

Luciano Bertin, Maria & Luigi Dolce, Settimo & Rina Bertin. 
deceased members of the McGlinn & Woodbridge families, deceased members of the Fitzpatrick & Gentile families. 

John Vaux, Anne Giles, Kevin Brailey, Grace Iacoviello, Inez Mullen,  
Natalie Calo, Pat Brady, Garth Legge, Patricia Legge, Gina Paino,  
Loretta Vitale, Peter Blacklock, Amelia Jenkins, Laurie Stubbings,  

Giuseppina Algozzino, Anne Raw, Shauna Nercey, Margaret Knight, Rose Chuter, Linda Souza, Debbie Bryant,  
Penelope Ford, Kathy Dennett, Skye Lumley, Blake Lumley, Marie Bennett, Bernadette Callose, Gabrielle Hamond, 

Elizabeth Walter, Bart Brunton, Adam Cook, Jonathon Molyneux, Mary Briggs-Atkinson, John & Jean Ryan,  
Sr Rosarii lsp, Debbie Richards, Pat Ludlam, Jack Ethan Atkins Walker. 

If there is someone you would like the parish to pray for, or you would like someone removed from the list,  
please contact Clarissa at the Parish Office on 9533 2594 or email olfpeak@bigpond.com. 

P raying for healing... 

Taizé Worship 

Join us for this beautiful form of worship that includes 
the singing of simple harmonized tunes interspersed 
with readings, prayers, and periods of silence. 

Thursday, 25 February at 7:30pm 
Please register on our website. 

Will also be livestreamed on facebook.com/OLFPeakhurst. 

1st Sunday of Lent—Year B 

1st Reading: Genesis 9:8-15 
2nd Reading: Peter 3:18-22 

Gospel: Mark 1: 12-15 

The Pope’s Prayer Intention for February 

We pray for women who are victims of violence,  
that they may be protected by society  

and have their sufferings considered and heeded. 

The Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) is located in 
the alcove. Please ask the commentator to call for a  
CPR-qualified responder to help with the machine.  

There is also a Bodily Fluids kit in the alcove. 

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the 
police. If you, or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. 
Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  

(02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to 
speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. 

The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Imposition of Ashes on Ash Wednesday 

The Sydney Archdiocese has issued an instruction on the 
imposition of ashes on Ash Wednesday in this time of 
pandemic. It proposes a COVID-safe distribution of the 
blessed ashes including the sprinkling of the ashes on 
the heads of the faithful who come forward rather than 
the usual practice of marking the forehead with a cross. 
The sprinkling of ashes is the common method used in 
many parts of the world. 

LENTEN PROGRAM 

25 February Taizé Worship 

4 March 
The Power of Eucharistic Adoration 

Fr Hugh Thomas 

11 March 
Testimony of Faith 
Youth Mission Team 

18 March 
Ignatian Daily Examen 

Fr Tony Alex MGL 

25 March Reconciliation Liturgy 

All sessions will be held on Thursday at 7:30pm in the church. 
Please register for all events on our website. 

Ash Wednesday, 17 February 
Masses will be celebrated at 

9:30am and 7:30pm 
Please register for Mass on our website. 

MGL News 
A warm welcome to Fr Brian Steele! 

Fr Brian comes to us from the Darwin 
Mission where he was the Chaplain. He also 
served with the mission in the Philippines 
and started the Youth Ministry there. 

Please say hello when you see him at one of 
the Masses. 

http://www.ourladyoffatima.com.au/register-for-events
http://www.ourladyoffatima.com.au/register-for-events
http://www.ourladyoffatima.com.au/attend-a-mass


Project Compassion Sunday 
This week the season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, which also marks the 
beginning of the annual Caritas Australia ‘Project Compassion Appeal’. Donations to 
Project Compassion allows Caritas Australia, the Catholic Agency for International Aid 
and Development, to work with local communities around the world to alleviate 
poverty, hunger, oppression and injustice. 

We encourage you to put your compassion into action this Lent through your prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving by supporting Project Compassion. Each family can collect a 
Project Compassion box and/or a set of envelopes for their donations at the entrance 
to the church or you can donate online via the Caritas Australia website at: 
lent.caritas.org.au 

Saint Oscar Romero is the inspiration  
for Project Compassion 2021 so, in his words,  

let’s “Aspire not to have more, but to be more.” 

As from this coming Wednesday, Ash Wednesday, the Church will be open each Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday during Lent from 9am to 5pm to provide people with the opportunity to make a short visit for 
personal prayer. 

Entrance to the Church will only be possible through the side door closest to the Parish House. There will 
be a designated area set aside within the Church for people to pray and cleaning protocols will be in place 
to ensure that a COVID-safe environment is maintained. 

You will NOT be required to book online to attend for personal prayer, but you WILL need to register your 
attendance in the entrance foyer either by using the QR code system, or alternatively, just completing the 
Attendance Sheet that will be provided. 

Everyone is welcome. 

NOTE: After attending for personal prayer on Wednesday or Friday, if you decide to remain for Mass you 
will still need to register to allow us to comply with the government’s COVID Safety requirements. 

CHURCH TO OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER 

Congratulations Maria! 

OLF parishioners will be proud to know that 
Maria Lumley has been awarded the Cardinal 
Freeman Medal by Archbishop Anthony Fisher. 

The Medal was presented to Maria at the Annual 
Catechist Mass at St Mary’s Cathedral last 
Sunday in recognition of her 25 years’ service as 
a catechist. 

Maria’s commitment to sharing her faith with 
our parish children has been outstanding. As a 
parish, we are very grateful for the dedication of 
both Maria and her husband, Eric, to the 
Catechist Ministry. 

Maria Lumley, third from right, pictured with Archbishop Anthony 
Fisher and other Cardinal Freeman Medal recipients. 



Join us online for news, upcoming events and what’s been 
happening in all parish activities! Search 
Facebook for @OLFPeakhurst (or Our 
Lady of Fatima Parish, Peakhurst). 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR PARISH THIS WEEK? 

MON Penshurst Physie Culture Club  4-9:30pm—PC Hall 

TUE Zumba  7-8pm—PC Hall 
Fellowship of First Fleeters, Botany Bay Chapter  
10am-12pm—PC Hall 
Eucharistic Adoration  7:30pm—Church 

WED  Catholic Women’s League  1pm—PC Hall 

THU Peakhurst Men’s Walk & Talk  6pm  
(meet in the car park from 5:45pm) 

FRI Zumba Gold  9am-11:30am—PC Hall 
Eucharistic Adoration  7:30pm—Church 

SAT Peakhurst Foodies & Farmers Market  8am-1pm—
Grounds 

SUN Table Tennis  1-5pm—PC Hall 
Cornerstone  7pm—8:30pm—PC Hall 

PC: Parish Centre 

Intercessory Prayer Group 

We have a new prayer slip for writing requests that 
includes the names of the person/people to be prayed 
for, the person requesting the prayer and some 
indication of the reason/s for the request. This is critical 
information that needs to be included. 

Also, within a month of the request being made, please 
provide some feedback related to the request so that the 
group is informed when the requests can be moved to 
the Thanksgiving list. Requests are always treated with 
the utmost confidentiality. 

Please contact jenni.payne55@gmail.com with prayer 
requests and feedback so that she may advise our 
dedicated team. Detailed requests may also be placed in 
a sealed envelope in the basket on the sanctuary. 

Sacramental Program 2021 

The schedule for our Sacramental Program is now 
available on our website at ourladyoffatima.com.au. 

If you would like to receive updates,  
please send an email to olfsacramental@bigpond.com. 

LIKE TO SING? 
Riverwood Community Choir needs new members. 

Wednesdays 12:30-1:30pm 
151 Belmore Road North, Riverwood 

Lean to sing with a qualified Choir Master.  No singing 
experience required and no auditions!  No joining fee.   
Uniform and songbooks are supplied free of charge. 

For more information,  
call Riverwood Community Centre on 02 9533 0100. 

The choir is supported by the Riverwood Community Centre and 
funding from the Department of Health 

and Georges River Council. 

HELP NEEDED 
Passionate about organising?  

The St Vincent de Paul shop in Mortdale 
needs a volunteer to organise the kids’ 
toys and book section in store. Contact 
Gina for more details on 0438101790. 

CORNERSTONE 
Young Adults Fellowship 
Next meeting: 21 February 

7-8:30pm in the Parish Centre Hall 
Please register on our website. 

For young adults aged 18+ to grow deeper in faith and 
community. Includes dinner and fellowship. 

If you want to attend the 6pm Mass beforehand,  
please register on our website. 

For more information,  
please contact Simone on 0419 872 325  

or email olfyouth@bigpond.com. 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

Many know this as the holy hour. It is a time to have your 
one-to-one conversation with Jesus and be renewed in a 

love, joy and peace that the Lord alone can give. 
“Here in the Blessed Sacrament we can talk to him straight from 

the heart.”  –St Alphonsus de Liguori 

“Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament has His hands full of graces, 
and He is ready to bestow them on anyone who asks for them.” 

–St Peter of Alcantara 

Every Tuesday & Friday from 7:30 to 8:30pm. 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is also available on Fridays. 

Please register on our website. 

A New Face in the Parish Office 
Ravilya Sedlar will not only be regaling us with her 
angelic voice during Masses; she will also be filling 
in for Clarissa when she goes on leave for surgery. 

Please make Ravilya welcome! 

We wish Clarissa a successful operation  
and a speedy recovery. 

Read the Bible in a Year 
Join thousands of people all over the world  

(and growing) who listen to Fr Michael Schmitz’s 
BIBLE IN A YEAR podcast, as featured briefly in the 

Catholic Weekly on 31 January 2021. 

Learn about the story of salvation. 
Follow God’s people as they learn about  

His all-encompassing love. 
Find out how the New Testament lies hidden in the Old 

and the Old Testament is unveiled in the New. 
Gain a much deeper understanding of the Mass. 

Everyday brings a 20-minute podcast with Bible 
readings and a short commentary by Fr Mike.  It is 
available online and you can start at anytime from 
the beginning. 

To download your Bible Reading Plan, visit 
media.ascensionpress.com/category/ascension-podcasts/. 
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