
Reflections 
on this weekend’s readings 

Liturgy for the Week 

From 12 February, we are allowed  
230 people in the church and 80 in the hall  

while adhering to the 2sqm/person rule.   
Please register on our website. 

SUNDAY 
5:00pm (Saturday Vigil) 
9:15am & 6:00pm 

WEDNESDAY  
& FRIDAY 

9:30am Mass 

Sacramental Schedule 

BAPTISMS 
Please contact the Parish 
Office for details. 

MARRIAGES 
Please contact the Parish 
Office for details. 

ANOINTINGS 

Any time day 9533 2594 
or night 9580 1310. 
In an EMERGENCY,  
please ring 9580 1310. 

FUNERALS Contact the Parish Office. 

RECONCILIATION 

Fri 7-8:30pm during 
Eucharistic Adoration or 
contact the Parish Office to 
arrange an appointment. 

The earliest Christian community focused strongly on the wounds of 
the Risen Lord for two reasons: to affirm the fact that Christ, now 
raised from the dead was the same person who had lived with them; 
and to make sense of the physical wounds being inflicted on them for 
Christ’s sake. 

The story of Thomas, even with its mystical details, counters a 
magical notion of what the resurrection is about. Jesus bears the 
marks of his torture and death. His glorified body, though different, is 
connected to how the disciples knew and loved him. They can 
recognise him through his words and his wounds. 

We know the community of Ephesus, for which this Gospel is written, 
was experiencing great persecution. Is it any wonder, one generation 
after the earliest disciples, that the sign of Christ’s Risen presence are 
his marks of suffering? 

Our day-to-day lives should be the clearest manifestation of the cross 
and resurrection of Christ. 

It seems, however, that words and wounds still make a claim on us 
today. You and I know that we don’t have to go to a stigmatic to see 
Christian battle wounds. We carry within us the death of the Lord. 
We all have our wounds. And we also know that, for many of us, it is 
precisely when we are wounded most deeply by life, that our doubts 
in the presence of God can be greatest. 

The Easter story is not that we should be ashamed of this, or pretend 
it doesn’t happen. Today’s Gospel reminds us that it is into this chaos 
that Christ comes with words of peace, with empathy from the one 
who was wounded for our sake and with the mission to forgive as we 
are forgiven. 

And for Thomas, Christ took his fears, doubts and disbelief and 
transformed them into a powerful Christian witness that has 
sustained generations of us who struggle with life and faith. 

So at this Easter Eucharist we are offered the same opportunity to 
discover that the stone rejected within us, or among us, is the one 
which God wants to use as the cornerstone. When we see this 
happening, when we see God taking the part of us we consider most 
unlovable and using it for good, then we want to cry out with the 
psalmist, ‘This is the work of the Lord, a marvel in our eyes.’ 

© Richard Leonard SJ 

https://www.ourladyoffatima.com.au/attend-a-mass


R emembering those who have gone before us... 
RECENTLY DECEASED: Jack Archer, Eileen Dwyer   ALSO: Clare Giles 

Third Sunday of Easter—Year B 

1st Reading: Acts 3:13-15, 17-19 
2nd Reading: 1 John 2:1-5 

Gospel: Luke 24:35-48 

The Pope’s Prayer Intention for April 

We pray for those who risk their lives while fighting for 
fundamental rights under dictatorships, authoritarian 

regimes and even in democracies in crisis.  

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with a crime are the 
police. If you, or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. 
Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at  

(02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to 
speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. 

The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

David Payne, Anne Giles, Kevin Brailey, Grace Iacoviello, Inez Mullen, 
Natalie Calo, Pat Brady, Garth Legge, Patricia Legge, Peter Blacklock, 
Amelia Jenkins, Laurie Stubbings, Giuseppina Algozzino, Anne Raw,  

Shauna Nercey, Margaret Knight, Rose Chuter, Linda Souza, Debbie Bryant, Kathy Dennett, Skye Lumley, Blake Lumley, 
Marie Bennett, Bernadette Callose, Gabrielle Hamond, Elizabeth Walter, Bart Brunton, Adam Cook, Jonathon Molyneux, 

Mary Briggs-Atkinson, John & Jean Ryan, Sr Rosarii lsp, Debbie Richards, Pat Ludlam, Jack Ethan Atkins Walker. 
If there is someone you would like the parish to pray for, or you would like someone removed from the list,  

please contact Clarissa at the Parish Office on 9533 2594 or email olfpeak@bigpond.com. 

P raying for healing... 

The Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) is located in 
the alcove. Please ask the commentator to call for a  
CPR-qualified responder to help with the machine.  

There is also a Bodily Fluids kit in the alcove. 

Thank You! 
Caritas Australia would like to THANK YOU for supporting Project Compassion 2021. If you still 
have your Project Compassion box or set of envelopes at home, please bring them back next 
week and place them in the basket container at the entrance to the church. Alternatively you 
can visit www.caritas.org.au to make your donation online. 

Through your generosity you will be empowering the world’s most vulnerable communities to 
grow stronger and share their strengths with their communities to lift themselves out of 
poverty. 

www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion 
#projectcompassion   1800 024 413 

First Holy Communion 

Application forms are due  
by 21 April 2021. 

PARENT INFORMATION NIGHT: 
Wednesday, 28 April at 7pm in the church 

On behalf of the Leadership Team, and I'm sure all members of 
the parish, I would like to extend a sincere Thank You to all those 
who played a part in the planning, organisation and celebration 

of our beautiful Easter ceremonies. 

Special thanks is paid to Fr Tony and Fr Brian for their spiritual 
leadership across the various celebrations, to David Payne and the 

Liturgy team for the overall planning of each celebration, Tosca Galluzzo 
for the preparation of the Stations of the Cross and the team of helpers on the 
day, Susie Paino and all the singers, musicians and sound technicians who so 
enriched each of our celebrations, Deb Cummins for her coordination of the 

ushers, Emma Williams and the volunteers who cleaned our church, Clarissa for 
all the behind-the-scenes work, our acolytes, readers and commentators, altar 
servers, Eucharistic ministers, Altar Society members, Marissa De Marcellis and 

family who helped with Children's Easter Liturgy preparations, the Youth 
Mission Team members as well as all those who assisted as live-streamers, 

projectionists, welcomers, ushers, parking attendants, etc. We could not have 
enjoyed such wonderful ceremonies without your assistance. 

We are so fortunate to have such a team of talented and creative people as 
well as such a great band of willing volunteers who contribute so much to our 

parish. What we enjoyed was a truly wonderful community celebration. 

Thank you one and all. 

Tony MacDougal, on behalf of the Leadership Team 



SUNDAY SCHOOL 

During the 9:15am Sunday Mass  
our parish hosts Sunday School in the Parish Hall  

for children aged 4-13 years  
who have come to Mass with their family. 

Sunday School provides our children with prayer time, 
and fun and interactive activities related to the day’s 
Gospel and Homily in easy-to-understand language. 

Children return to their families during the Offertory. 

We would like to invite parents  
to come and see what Sunday School is all about,  
and to encourage their child/children to attend. 

We hope to see some new faces next week! 

Silver Circle 2021 
Lucky numbers will be available for sale this weekend  

in front of the church. 
The first draw will be on Monday 26 April. 

The final draw will be on 28 June. 

You can also purchase tickets by calling Marie Ryan  
on 8519 1000 or 0414 978 477. 

Thanks again to all our wonderful supporters  
over the years.  Keep safe.  God bless. 

Maureen Burgess, Mary Branagan, Marie Ryan 

Autumn Fashion Parade 
2pm on Saturday, 24 April 

Parish Centre Hall 

Join us for an afternoon of fun and frivolity  
as we showcase the latest Autumn fashions. 

Cost: $10 (includes Afternoon Tea) 

Attendance is limited to 80 people  
so please contact Marie Ryan to reserve your seat. 

Proceeds will benefit the various charities supported  
by our Peakhurst branch. 

You are invited to be part  
of an exciting initiative here at OLF Peakhurst. 

On Thursday mornings (10:30am)  
or Thursday evenings (7pm),  

you are welcome to join fellow parishioners  
and friends to delve deeper into aspects of life  

so many of us wonder about. 

What is this journey in between the event  
we call “birth” and the one we call “death”? 

Is the journey taking you somewhere,  
or are you leading yourself to some kind  

of destination – a destination that could extend 
beyond your last breath? 

What do you want from your life  
during the in-between? 

Join us for something to eat  
and exciting discussions where you may choose  

to simply absorb or contribute. 

Commencing Thursday, 6 May. 
Please register via our website and feel free to bring 

a friend. If you have any questions please email 
olfpeak@bigpond.com. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
As you know, the church is open for personal prayer 
each Wednesday to Friday from 9am to 5pm. 

We are looking to extend these opening hours to also 
include Monday and Tuesday from 9am to 5pm. 

In order to do so, we need the assistance of some 
volunteers who would be able to open and/or close the 
church at the nominated start and finish times. We are 
seeking several people so if you can assist, please 
contact Clarissa at the Parish Office on 9533 2594 or at 
olfpeak@bigpond.com. 

HELP NEEDED 
with church cleaning 

To help us ensure that we provide a COVID safe 
environment for parishioners, we are calling for the 
assistance of more volunteers to help in 
cleaning the church after the 5pm 
Saturday Vigil Mass and the Sunday 
morning 9:15am Mass. 

There is a blank sheet at the church 
entrance where you are invited  
to put your name down to assist for 
approximately 10 minutes after one of 
the Masses over the coming  
4 weeks. 

We need some new hands to 
assist those who have been 
doing this most weeks for us. 

Your assistance would be greatly 
appreciated. 

CHURCH OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER 
The church is open each Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
from 9am to 5pm to provide people with an opportunity  

to make a short visit for personal prayer. 

Access to the church will only be  
through the side door closest to the Parish House.  
Please use the designated area for private prayer. 

Please register your attendance in the entrance foyer by 
using the QR code or by completing the attendance sheet 
provided. 

Everyone is welcome. 
NOTE: After attending for personal prayer on Wednesday or Friday, if 
you decide to remain for Mass you will still need to register to allow 

us to comply with COVID Safety requirements. 

mailto:olfpeak@bigpond.com
mailto:olfpeak@bigpond.com


2022 ENROLMENTS 
FOR  

PRIMARY SCHOOL 

St. Joseph's Catholic Primary School Riverwood is now 
accepting applications for the 2022 school year. If you, or 
someone you know, is looking to join a high quality, faith-

filled community please pick up an enrolment package 
from the school office or call 9533 3341 to find out more. 

Places in our Kindergarten classes for next year  
are in high demand so don't miss out! 

Friendship Group 
We are gathering again at 10am  

this Thursday, 15 April in the Parish 
Centre Meeting Room. 

We meet once a fortnight on a 
Thursday and come together to 
have a friendly chat over a cuppa 

and play a few board games or 
cards. Bingo is played every six weeks. 

We have about 24 guests and 10 helpers who provide 
transport, sandwiches and cakes for morning tea and 
lunch. New guests are always welcome. 

For more information, please contact Helen on 9153 5074  
or Clarissa at the Parish House on 9533 2594. 

Best foot forward, gents! 
The Peakhurst Men’s Walk and Talk is a great 

opportunity for local blokes, (15 years and older) to 
stretch their legs and meet a mate. Join us on Thursdays 
for a 60-minute walk, looping around upper and lower 
Gannons Park at an easy pace to allow for a good chat. 

This weekly, no-cost, no-commitment activity  
aims to build community and to ensure that  

“no man need ever walk alone”. 

Interested?  
Or know someone 

who might be?  
Just turn up between 
5:30pm and 5:45pm 
for a 6pm start on 

Thursdays.  
Parking is available in 
the church carpark. 
More information on 

Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/groups/1481203555418984 

THE BARK 
The March 2021 issue is now available on our parish 

website www.ourladyoffatima.com.au/the-bark-issues.  
You can request a print copy by contacting Clarissa at the  

Parish Office on olfpeak@bigpond.com or 9533 2594. 

If you would like a copy to be emailed directly to you, 
please contact Julia Goff at goffam1@optusnet.com.au. 

5:00pm 9:15am 6:00pm 

Paul Napier Goody Maquinad Jenni Payne 

Angela Centorrino Sienna De Marcellis Janet Cairncross 

Richard Allison 
Therese Garaty 

Anna Amendolia 

Breda Sheehan 
Julia Goff 

Lauren Koszek 

 Ben & Noah Taylor 
Dom Drumore 
Olivia Dahdah 

Richard Allison 

Therese Garaty 

Camille Philips 

Anna Amendolia 

Maureen Burgess 

Deb Cummins 

Julia Goff 

Steven Graham 

   

Frances Greene, Helen Linnegar, Helen Hardie 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR PARISH THIS WEEK? 

MON Penshurst Physie Culture Club  4-9:30pm—PC Hall 

TUE Group Music Therapy– 4:15pm– 5:45pm—PC Hall 
Zumba  7-8pm—PC Hall 
Eucharistic Adoration  7:30pm—Church 

WED Seniors Exercise Group   10:30-11:30am—PC Hall 

THU Friendship Group  10am-1pm—PC Meeting Room 
Peakhurst Men’s Walk & Talk  6pm  
(meet in the car park from 5:45pm) 

FRI Zumba Gold  9am-11:30am—PC Hall 
Eucharistic Adoration  7:30pm—Church 

SAT Peakhurst Foodies & Farmers Market  8am-1pm—
Grounds 
Table Tennis  1-3:30pm—PC Hall 

SUN DoJSS Gathering  1:30-6pm—PC Hall 
PC: Parish Centre 

http://www.ourladyoffatima.com.au/the-bark-issues

